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1989—1 Progress Repor 

& 
"Thank you a hundred-fold for bringing your program 

here. All the children to this day are singing your songs and talking 
about your skits and teachings. You really can never possibly 
comprehend the extent of the success of the Youth to Youth having 

@ come here. It really has poosied ihe youths' self-esteem and pride." 
—Response following visit 

to Ailinglaplap Atoll, August 1989. 

During 1989-1990, the Youth to Youth in Health dramatically expanded their 
outreach health/culture promotion to islands outside of Majuro, the capital; held 
their first two in a continuing series of youth leadership seminars on Ebeye Island; 
established new chapters of the organization on several islands; and supported the 
Ministry of Health Services' primary health care program throughout the country. 

s An equally important development in the evolution of the program since it began 
in 1986 was the late 1989 government approval of the Youth to Youth in Health's 
incorporation as a registered, non-profit agency. 

A detailed narrative of accomplishments, with objectives for the period 
bd underlined, follows: 

1. Expand health education and culture awareness outreach to communities living 
on islands outside of Majuro Atoll. 

s Grants to the program allowed the Youth to Youth in Health to make a series of 
visits to outer atoll communities during 1989 and 1990. The visits marked the first 
time that the youth group has been able to take its health and culture promotion 
programs to communities outside of the two urban centers, Majuro and Ebeye. 

2 Youth to Youth in Health (YTYTH) teams of 12-15 youth volunteers joined with 
Division of Population and Family Planning staff to visit Ailinglaplap Atoll (August 
23-September 3, 1989), Jaluit Atoll (October 23-30, 1989), Namodrik Atoll (March 3-10, 

1990), and Arno Atoll (July 3-6, 1990). YTYIH visited these islands in response to 
requests from the community, school and elected leaders. 

The YTYIH role is to share and discuss with youth and the community in general 
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about their activities — skits, health songs, puppet shows, and traditional songs and 
dances. On Ailinglaplap, for instance, the YTYIH visited four of the inhabited 
islands and virtually all of the people on each of these islands participated in one of 
more of the cultural events, health shows, health fairs, and classes led by the YTYIH. 
A YTYIH/Family Planning report on the Ailinglaplap visit contains the following 
passage about involving young people at a health fair for elementary students aged 
5-14: 

"The health fair is the means of sharing health information 
such as cancer, family planning contraceptive methods and 
family planning philosophy which include adequate budget for a 
family, good relationship within a family, child spacing, 
importance of examinations and pap smears, sexually 
transmitted diseases, etc. The Family Planning staff and YTYIH 
members were able to involve the children of Jeh Island by 
teaching them the health songs and to ease their shyness by 
taking their hands and dancing with them. Different health 
riddles were played with the children and those who gave the 
correct answers received awards which were balloons and 
pencils which have the Family Planning logo and messages 
about family planning" (all in Marshallese language). 

A report from the visit to Jaluit, where one of the government's two public high 
schools is located, commented on the hunger for health knowledge among the 
students who came to a class with YTYIH members: 

"The junior class wanted to discuss the disadvantages of 
consuming alcohol and smoking. The class expressed their 
concern that these two diseases are getting worse in their school. 
Some of the students were seriously concerned of increasing 
smoking among the women. They wanted to know what can be 
done about it." 

2. Stimulate the growth of Youth to Youth in Health ‘chapters’ on islands 
outside of Majuro. 

Though the YTYIH presence is small, relative to the population of 45,000, 
1989-1990 brought an unprecedented expansion of the group because of its 
increased visibility through these outreach activities. Generally, each island will 
have one or more loosely organized youth groups, but these rarely are actively 
addressing community problems or promoting cultural awareness. During each of 


