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REMARKS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR
AT THE RECEPTION FOR THE FIRST SOVIET GOODWILL MISSION TO HAWAII
MAKIKI CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Tuespay, ApriL 9, 1985 - 7:00 p.m.

ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII, wHOM I HAVE THE

PRIVILEGE OF REPRESENTING IN THE SENATE ofF THE UNITED STATEs,

WELCOME TO AMERICA’S ALOHA STATE. WE ARE GRATIFIED TO BE YOUR

HOST.

PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONTACT NURTURES PEACEFUL RELATIONS AMONG

NATIONS. CULTURAL, SCIENTIFIC, EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL

EXCHANGES FORM THE BASIS UPON WHICH POLITICAL LEADERS ARE

THEMSELVES LED BY THOSE THEY LEAD. | AM ENCOURAGED BY RECENT

EVENTS IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES BUT [ AM

MORE ENCOURAGED BY INTERCHANGES SUCH AS WE ENJOY HERE THIS

EVENING. AMONG YOUR PARTY ARE TWO MUSICIANS -~

VLADIMIRE MAKARICHEV AND SERGEI MAKSIMov. WITH THE LONG HISTORY

OF RUSSIA, ONE CAN APPRECIATE HOW TENACIOUS IS THE CULTURAL

ASPECT OF A SOCIETY. WE KNOW LITTLE ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT AND

POLITICS OF PAST CIVILIZATIONS BUT EXAMPLES OF THEIR CULTURE




SURVIVE. [F HUMANKIND SHOULD FALL PREY TO A NUCLEAR EXCHANGE,
HOWEVER, EVEN THIS EXPECTATION COULD BE DASHED-.

THE TIES BETWEEN HAWAIT AND RUSSIA GO BACK TO A TIME
BEFORE EACH OF US HAD OUR PRESENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT. OUR PORTS

S P——

HAVE BEEN HOST To RussSIAN sHIPS SINCE 1804. ON MY NATIVE ISLAND

oF KAUAI OUR TOURISTS DAILY VISIT THE RUINS OF A RUSSIAN "FORT”

CONSTRUCTED IN 1816 BY A GERMAN DOCTOR IN THE SERVICE OF
ALEXANDER BARANOV, GOVERNOR OF THE RussIAN AMERICAN COMPANY 1IN
ALASKA. BARANOV WAS INTERESTED IN GAINING A MONOPOLY OVER THE
SANDALWOOD TRADE OF THE HAWAIIAN KINGDOM. HOWEVER, HIS GERMAN
AGENT BECAME TOO EMBROILED IN THE POLITICAL RIVALRY EXISTING
BETWEEN KAuA1's HAwAIIAN CHIEF AND KAMEHAMEHA I, THE FIRST CHIEF
TO BRING THESE ISLANDS UNDER ONE RULE, SO THIS EFFORT CAME TO
NAUGHT. NEVERTHELESS, A RUSSIAN PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR IN KAMCHATKA
DURING THIS PERIOD DID BELIEVE OUR ISLAND CLIMATE MIGHT OFFER A
FRUITFUL SOURCE OF WINTER PRODUCE FOR HIS PEOPLE. TODAY WE LOOK

FORWARD TO THE TIME WHEN THE SOVIET PEOPLE CAN JOIN OUR MANY

ASTIAN AND EUROPEAN VISITORS WHO CONSIDER US TO BE A DELIGHTFUL

WINTER SPA.




[ HOPE YOUR STAY WITH US WILL BE MOST ENJOYABLE. AGAIN,

WELCOME .
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