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Thank you Gerry (Gerald Cassidy of Cassidy and

Associates) for the warm and gracious introduction and thank
you to Ocean Spray for allowing me to join you this morning.

Aloha! It has been over five years since | last addressed
Ocean Spray in Hawaii and | am happy to be here again to see
familiar faces and to make new friends. Most of all, mahalo nui
loa for your decision to return to warm and sunny Hawaii for
your annual meeting.

| am especially grateful that you invited me to speak at
your annual gathering. It allowed me to escape the dreadful
winter we are having back east in Washington, D.C. Let's get
together on the Big Island about the same time each year.

You couldn't have chosen a finer place than Kona for your
meeting. Kona is known as the "Playground of Kings"”. It was
the home of Kamehameha the Great, the first king to unify all

the islands.




As you can see, Kona has sunny days all year and access to
many outdoor recreational sports like deep sea fishing, diving,
snorkeling, swimming, tennis, and my favorite, golf. Every
August, the Ironman Triathalon is held in Kona. There are many
historic sights and points of interest on the Big Island that you
won't find on other Hawaiian Islands. Don't worry if you can't
see and do everything this trip. Just come back and visit our
islands again soon.

My congratulations to Ocean Spray and all its member
cooperatives for your many accomplishments since | last
addressed your group. You have become one of the most
respected and successful players in the food and nutrition
business. You are an outstanding example of "family farmers"”
who live and work on their properties and in many cases
represent second, third, and even fourth generation growers. In

1992, for the first time in the company's history, you surpassed

the billion dollar mark in sales. You are a leader in your

industry and a model for other farm cooperatives.




As | mentioned earlier, the weather in Washington, D.C.

has been cold and blustery these past few months. Working
with the Majority in Congress has not been much warmer. The
legislative and policy environment under which the Congress
and the White House have been working has been contentious,
the tempo much slower than usual, and the achievements more
meager.

| disagree with the recent political gamesmanship in
Congress. It's wrong to jeopardize the full faith and credit
worthiness of the United States government as a tactic to
achieve a budget agreement. Also, it is wrong to shut down our
government and hold our loyal and hardworking federal
employees and the public hostage for political leverage or
advantage.

For three straight years, the Congress and the President
have reduced the budget deficit, which has lead to a rise in the
stock market, lower interest rates, the creation of more jobs,

lower home mortgage rates, and lower car loan rates.




Our budget would be in surplus today if not for the interest
payments we make on the deficits run up in the 12 years before
1993.

| hope that Congress and the President can soon reach a
bipartisan agreement and finish the job of balancing our budget.
Though differences remain after many hours of budget
negotiations, the combined total of savings common to the
Republicans’ plan and the Administration's plan is more than
enough to balance the budget in seven years and provide a
modest tax cut. And these cuts would still safeguard our
obligations to our parents, our children, and our future by
protecting Medicare, Medicaid, education, and the environment.

All of you have businesses to run, and like many

businesses | expect you would like to complete your work

without interference from government. There are policies that

may irritate you because of their restraint, but there are others

that provide protection that you ask for.




There have been bills passed that caused you concern, but
there have been others introduced on your behalf.
For example, Ocean Spray's cranberry growers deal with

the problem of wetland regulation on a daily basis. Of necessity

you maintain and nurture your wetland fields. Yet, federal

wetland regulations treat you the same way they treat those
who fill or drain wetlands.

The Clean Water Act legislation in the 104th Congress may
present an opportunity to improve wetland regulation. It is
important for the Administration to learn about the benefits of
cranberry wetlands so that the regulatory appetite of Federal
agencies such as EPA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
Corps of Engineers can be tempered.

Fortunately for cranberry growers, the bills before
Congress that amend the Clean Water Act will allow modest
expansion and improvement projects on wetlands to proceed
without having to undergo the laborious Section 404 permitting

process.




For the first time, the regulatory requirements would
| distinguish activities that manage and protect wetlands from
those that destroy wetlands. This is a policy change that many
in Congress can support.

You may not realize it, but cranberry growers have much in
common with taro, a crop that is unique to Hawaii. Taro is used

to make poi, a food staple for Hawaiians, and is cultivated in

wetlands. Taro growers have small family-owned farms and

they believe their taro patches can provide a culturally
important and healthy food crop while also providing a healthy
preserve for wetland species. One difference between taro and
cranberries is that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is a major
grower of taro at its Hanalei refuge on the island of Kauai.
Perhaps cranberry growers would have less regulatory
headaches if the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service farmed

cranberries in your state!




Hawaiian agriculture remains very important to the
economic viability of our state. With the recent shutdowns and
reductions in output of our two largest agricultural crops,
sugarcane and pineapple, the state is aggressively working to
diversify agriculture.

Large organizations such as Ocean Spray and its
distributors can play an important role in helping Hawaii's

transition to diversified agriculture. As an example of our

blossoming partnership, you are buying guava for juice grown

and produced by C. Brewer and Company in Hawaii for your
various products. Ocean Spray has the proven ability to
support research and develop new and exciting value-added
products. It also has the resources and sophistication to
market and promote these products to the consumer. Beyond
guava, fruit juice concoctions seem limited only by imagination
when one considers the array of tropical fruits that can be

grown commercially in our islands.




Mango, lychee, sour sap, passion fruit, papaya, and star

- fruit are a few examples of fruits that diversified agriculture in
Hawaii can produce as ingredients for Ocean Spray's mainland
and world-wide drink markets.

Hawaii can also play a strategic role in marketing Ocean
Spray products to the growing Asian market. Emerging markets
in Asia are searching for new products for their consumers and
are continually looking overseas to import new items. Hawaii
can be the Asian-Pacific base for Ocean Spray to bring buyers,
sellers, and distributors from Asia and America together.

Your advertising slogan, "Crave the Wave," calls to mind
Hawaii and our famous surfing beaches. Ocean Spray and

Hawaii is a partnership made in paradise, and one that | hope

will continue to develop to our mutual benefit.

Congratulations once again on your outstanding progress
and accomplishments in food and nutrition and please enjoy the
rest of your stay in Hawaii.

Mahalo and aloha!




