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Ladies and gentlemen, I bid you shalom and aloha from
Washington, D.C.! I wish I could be with you personally,
this evening, as I had originally intended. However, changes
in the Senate schedule of business preclude me from doing so.
Nonetheless, I am happy to have the opportunity to share some
of my thoughts with you and to convey my heartfelt endorsement
of the important public affairs program you have initiated in
Hawaii.

From my current vantage point in the Senate, as well as
from a perspective based upon sixteen years of Congressional
experience, I am keenly aware of the importance of community
activism, participation and initiative. I hear from an
enormous number of constituents throughout the year -- and, as
a representative of all the people of our great state, I
consider it both a duty and a privilege to listen to their
concerns, to consider the wide range of opinions they provide,
to weigh the suggestion that they offer and to judge from
their input how I may best serve the public interests. Of
course, I need not explain to you just how interesting this
can be with Hawaii’s citizenry being as diverse, informed and
involved as any in the Nation -- moreso, in all likelihood.

I can tell you with the highest level of certainty that
your program efforts have had a truly significant and
meaningful impact upon public awareness and discussion in
areas of mutual concern. This has been evidenced not only in
such successfully notable activities as the Shalom/Aloha ‘91
delegation to Israel and the "Town Hall" gathering at Temple-
Emanu-El1 -- in which I had the honor of participating -- but
also in the professionalism, thoroughness and insight that are
displayed in the conduct of your organization’s endeavors.

It is not an exaggeration to say, at this most critical
juncture in international relations, that the involvement you
pursue, and urge in others, has never been more crucial nor
more more urgently needed. There is an old Chinese
malediction that states: "May you live in interesting times."
Well, these are certainly interesting times for friends of
Israel in our country.

At our town meeting on August 8th, I declared my
unconditional support for loan guarantees for Israel. As an
original sponsor of the Kasten-Inouye amendment, I reaffirm
that pledge to you tonight. Regretably, many of the concerns
I raised then about the agenda of the current Administration
and the wisdom of its policies have come to pass.

The Administration has taken the opportunity created by
the 120-day delay it sought from the Congress to confuse the
guarantee concept with direct aid and to manufacture a case
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for explicit linkage between the settlement question and
progress in the peace process. Now, days after the expiration
of that time-certain waiting period, the White House has yet
to fulfill its promise and initiate consideration of the
guarantees.

I have not surrendered hope that a fair agreement will
be reached in the next week, resulting in the provision of
guarantees during the 1992 fiscal year. But time is clearly
running out. Senators Leahy and Kasten have indicated a
willingness to fashion a reasonable compromise with the
Administration. However, the notion of linkage remains a
nonstarter.

No concept is more perilous to the security of Israel
and the entire Middle East peace process than that of linkage.
If the Administration were to succeed, it would establish an
ominous precedent -- one that would ruin the limited headway
achieved through the establishment of the current dialogue.

If the President couples guarantees and settlements in
this instance, would he be able to deny future Arab requests
to condition U.S. assistance upon the resolution of disputes
involving the Golan, the territories or Jerusalem itself? 1If
we choose to coerce our only democratic ally in the region
into making unilateral concessions, we will undoubtedly
forfeit our credibility and effectiveness in promoting
regional peace.

Your vigorous and dynamic activism comes at a defining
moment in the history of our relationship with Israel. Along
with your counterpart organizations across the country --
those who are committed to a secure Israel and the sustenance
of our deep-rooted, true partnership -- you must redouble your
energies. You must work not only to assist in the monumental,
humanitarian resettlement of Jews fleeing persecution, but to
preserve, fortify and enrich the national and spiritual bonds
between Israel and the United States.

Thank you and God Bless.




