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The situation in Mindanao is definitely critical. · The r~bels recently 
bombed the PLDT relay station and the Government telecommunications center in 
Marawi so thctt all telephone lines to Manila have been cut. There is a U.S. 
boat stationed in SASI, DAVAO on the pretext that it was sent for Fil-Ame~ican 
day, but the truth is that it is standing by s ·o that in case the situat'ion is 
really bad, it can evacuate all the American civilians from the areao One who 
is in the know said that the situatio~ in Cotabato ha& gone out of control but 
the situation in Davao is tense. So far Davao is considered the safest place 
in the wh6le of Mindanao~ Consequently most of the well ~nown families in 
Cotabato have already moved to Davao or have sent their children here. We 
have noticed quite a lot of troops in Davao latelyo The people her~ are 
furious over the fact that when they read the papers., it. would seem that the 
people "in Manila uo nothing but a tten~ -o · thp-':--,-.,.,,,..T'Bmonies- around t-h-e Miss Uni verse 
pageant. Only the night before last there were strong rumor_s that the rebels · 
would take over Calinan (around forty-five minutes drive from here). r· have 
also been told that people are leaving certain barrios in Davia because a heli-
popter is landing men there at nighto Even Firestone is pullinG out pf Cotabato. 
Mercp.ants say, it is getting more and more difficult to get cows t'o slaughter 
because of the unrest. According to them, there are barrios outside of Davao 
City that have· actually been abandoned. The owners of the ;rp-nches cannot go - · 

• to their own ranche~ because squatters have moved into the~~ 
. . 

There is a report ;here that Marcos. met _secretly with Suharto to_ make . 
plans to attack Sabah. The attack will be used as a diversionary tactic when 
things really get· h o t in the Philippines. Many here feel things will start 
popping very soon. People here talk f;.eely about what is happening and feel 
the present situation cannot last very long. Big signs ~n r~d paint are usual­
ly plastere~ on the outside of the walls of the Carmelite Convent along thi • 
Highway going to the airport.· The signs -are filled with all kinds oi slogans 
like, Ibagsak ang Imperialismo. Similar signs are also found in Barrio Obrero. 
According to a report . from Davao .Doc~or's Hospital, thousands of wounded and 
dead army_ men have been brought there'. The military are suffering heavy 
casualties. They came into the area thinking the.t their enemy consisted of 
only 500 men only to be surrounded on all sides and annihilated on the spot. 
One American who stays at the Davao Insular Hotel says that at dawn one -day 
he saw army troops retreating to the shores of the Davao Insular. Apparently 
they were badly beaten in an encounter. People he~e talk openly about all 
the skirm1.she·s. They agree ~he army has no c}:iance here 0 

I met some people who owned a rubber plantation in Zamboanga. They have 
had to . abandon it. They 9annot even send their men in t o look ab the rubber 
trees. They have gi-ven it up as a total loss. , They are lookfng into 'the 
possibilities of getting land here. • 

Fighting is raging in Cotabato City. The rebels have bombed the a1rport. 
On Saturday, June 29 an ambush occurred on Da~ao-Cotabato High~ay. Eighteen 
pe_?ple were killed inc;t.uding an MDA employe_e. One repor't is that a skirmish 
occurred between the rebels and the army and the army was chasing the rebels. 
However, many suspects that bandits were responsibl·e for the ambush because 
the bus ·was looted. 

Everybody is talking about ,.the Kasaysayan ng Lahi. They call it 
Kayabangan ng Lahi. Schools_ were asked to m11.ke the children watch it. You 
should have hear_d the comments the people • here gave whenever the key figures 
appeared on television. In one class, the picture was a bit blurred. When 
the teacher suggested .that those who preferred to go to the library instea,d 
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could be excused from watchina the presentation, the eritire class stocid up and 
left the room. In ancithet cliss, the students mcide such loud and unflattering 
noises when the "big shots" appeared on television th.at no one in the room got 
anything out of th~ presentation. 

The big waterworks 
borrowed the money that 
City needs very badly. 
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repair in Davao City has been stopped. The government 
is supposed to go into this waterworks system which the 
The money was used for the Kasaysayan ng Lahi. 

The r'ollowing was included' in affidavits sent to the Secretary of National 
Defense. They concel."'n the mayor of Jasaan, Mr. Juan Po. The nffidavits' are 
dated November 17,.-1973. To date no actioh has been taken. 

October, 1972, Mr. Po tried to stop the construction of a Family Life Center 
being built on Church property in Jasaan. He threatened the President of the 
Parish Council with imprisonment unles·s construction was stopped. He had plans 
for the land and said if necessary he wou1d expropriate it. 

November, 1972, claiming to be implementing Instruction 14-B of the 
President, he ordered all 120 teachers in the Jasaan district to submit their 
resignations - to him. The teachers refused to dp so. 

J~nuary, 1973, he called a meeting of the teachers and parents ~i~he 
Lower Community High School to have the Assistant Principal removed. The 
principal, Mr. Braulio Oclarit, was not consulted. 

January, 1973, at a seminar called by the mayor, he accused Fr. Mejia, · the 
parish priest and Sr. Marcelina Pulido, RVM of conducting seminars on marriage 
and £amiJ.~ planni-ng wbich, cori.±r.adic.±-e.;i - the. · programs 0-f -the government. 
Despite protests ' he ordered the seminars stopped, claiming that under martial 
law he iould imprison those who~ would defy him and continue the seminars. 
At the time of the mayor's seminar,,a Rural Health Unit was in the area intro­
ducing the pill and the IUD. Members of this team opposed rhythm and the BBT 
methods. Later he did charge the President of the Parish Council, Mro Bagayna 
before the P.C. in Cagayan de Oro. Mro Bagayna requested a hearing-and the 
charges were dropped. 

April, 1973, Mayor Po ~as behind a petition ci~~ulated privately without 
the knowledge of Mr. Bagayna to have him removed as principal of the Barrio 
K_maya Elementary School. He did this without the knowledge of the Barrio 
Captain. 

In the early 1973, he bulldozed the grounds of the school plaza.without 
any consultation. He also bulldozed the coconut tress of a Mro Mendoza with­
out Mr. Mendoza's knowledge. Mr. Mendoza_ opposes Mayor Po's not putting out 
bids on contracts. 

Po owns a truck for hauling sa~d, gravel and hollow blocks. He does the 
hauling for the Jasaan City Government without any bids being taken.• Po was also 
charged ~ith padding the payroll of Public Works Project~ by employing 4 or 5 
people on a project and charging for the salaries of 18 people; of employing 
minors on the promise of paying their school tuitiono The tuition was never 
paid; of falsifying public documents and of misusing funds: 




