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Guam hardest

AGANA, Guam (AP)— Houses,
trees, utility poles and glass flew
across Guam as Typhoon Paka
swept through with 175 mph
winds, injuring dozens and cut-
ting power to the whole island.
No deaths were reported.

The storm blew down the equip-
ment that measures wind speeds
for the military’s Joint Typhoon
Warning Center.

A state of emergency was de-
clared and the National Guard
was called out afterreceiving scat-
tered reports of homes being
looted.

The governor estimated the
damage at $200 million.

“This is one of the worst ones
we've ever experienced in our
history,” Gov. Carl Gutierrez said.

State of emergency declared; Damage at $200M

Carl Gutierrez

“It stayed over us with damaging
winds for 12 hours.”
Gutierrez on Wednesday asked

the White House for a federal
disaster declaration.

“The trees are toppled and be-
headed. There’s metal alloverthe
place,” he said after touring the
island.

At 11 a.m. yesterday Paka was
140 miles west of Guam, moving
away at 10 mph with sustained
winds of 140 mph, with gusts to
165 mph. There wasno landfall in
its immediate path, the National
Weather Service said.

The storm raked the U.S. terri-
tory from Tuesday night to
Wednesday morning, packing
maximum sustained winds of 150
mph with gusts to more than 175

Governor to trim down FY ‘98
budget from $262M to $245M

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Froilan C.
Tenorio’s revised fiscal year
1998 budget estimate, initially
set at $262 million, may be re-
duced to $245 million, it was
learned.

Variety sources said the new
budget proposal will reflect the
reduced revenue projections
from Tinian’s hotel casino, and
the $4 millionto $7 millionfewer

revenues that will result once the
governor signs the bill increasing
the rebates of individual taxpay-
ers. :
Also to be “shaved off” are the
$1 million to $2 million “muiti-

plier effect” revenues from the -

hotel casino.

Originally scheduled to open
this month, Tinian Dynasty Hotel
Casino will not be operational
until March or April next year.

Moreover, the current general

economic slowdown in Asia,
particularly in Japan and South
Korea, has negatively affected
the local economy, which is .
based on tourism and foreign
investments, sources said.

With a reduction in tourist
arrival, the sources added, there

. has been less tax revenue from

local businesses.
The local construction indus-
try is also in a slump, the same
Continued on page 20

mph.

It also reportedly caused con-
siderable damage on the neigh-
boring Northern Mariana island
of Rota (see story on page 3).
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PAC NEWSPAPED STACHS

“No more Christmas for me,”
said John Cruz, 30, as he stood
where his wood-and-tin house
used to be. “I don’t know where

I’m going to stay now.”
Guam’s four major power plants
were heavily damaged, leaving
Continued on page 20

Jellian Cuartero, one of Larry Hillblom’s alleged eight children, smiles
for the camera with her mother, Julie Cuartero, before yesterday's
hearing pertaining to the child’s guardianship in Superior Court. The
court approved an agreement to settle the heirship claims against the

Hillblom Estate.

—Photo by Ferdie de la Torre

Bellas approves Hillblom’s
settlement with claimants

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Associate
Judge Timothy Bellasissued an
order yesterday approving an
agreement to settle the claims
of Larry Hillblom’s eight al-
leged children from Palau, Phil-
ippines and Vietnam.

“The Settlement Agreement
is in the best interest of the
estate of Hillblom and the Will
beneficiaries,” said Bellasin his
order.

Bellas also granted the settle-
ment agreement for Hillblom’s
farmerlive-in partner Josephine
Nocasa.

Nocasa will get $3 million
net.

Pursuant to the order, the
“heirs” however, shall not get
payment of their shares from

the estimated $450 million to
$500 million estate unless they
have complied with Section X
of the agreement.

Section X requires, among
other things, that the heirs shall
pass DNA testing to prove they
are indeed Hillblom’s kids, get
approval from courts where the
guardianships were filed, and
permission from the California
Court.

The “Will” named Hillblom’s
Trust in California as main ben-
eficiary of the late
businessman’s wealth. The
Trust will help medical research
at the University of California.

Bellas said DNA testing shall
proceed immediately.

The formula as contained in
the agreement explained how to

Continued on page 20
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From Diana to Deng:

1997: A year of farewells

By JOSEF FEDERMAN .
UNDATED (AP) _ The year be-
gan with Peruvian rebels holding
hostages at a diplomat’s home
and came (o a close with yet an-
other faceoff between Iraq and
the United States. In between:
wars, financial strife, political
upheaval.

For all that turmoil, or in spite
of it, 1997 may best be remem-
bered as a year of farewells to
leaders and traditions.

Hong Kong bade farewell to
the British. China and Zaire lost
longtime rulers, Asia’s markets
plunged after years of unprec-
edented gains.

Fashion lovers said goodbye to
Gianni Versace. The poorest of
the poor grieved over the loss of
Mother Teresa. |

And the world mourned the
death of Princess Diana, the
people’s princess, who was killed
with her lover in a high-speed car
crash.

After chastising paparazzi, in-
vestigators determined that her

own traditions aside

driver had been drunk.

Perhaps because she had
touched so many lives — from
the wealthy and well-known to
the victims of AIDS and land
mines — her death prompted
mourning beyond Buckingham
Palace.

“People want some good to
emerge from this,” Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blairsaid. The Rev. Billy
Graham added: “The global vil-
lage has stopped to reflect _ not
just on her death, but on our own
mortality.”

Outpourings of grief shattered
British traditions. In death, as in
life, Diana challenged the royal
way. At her funeral, commoners
sat alongside aristocrats as a pop
star sang tribute. For a dignified
moment, the royals shared their
sorrow in public.

Once-shameless tabloids prom-
ised to behave.

When Mother Teresa, angel to
the world s outcasts, died less than
a week later, India set some of its
and gave the

Princss Diana sits beside British pop star Elton John, center, being

comforted by an unidentified man, as they attended the memorial Mass
for fashion designer Gianni Versace, in Milan’s gothic cathedral, July
22, 1997. Diana died in a Paris car accident later in the year. ap

beloved nun a state funeral, a trib-
ute usually reserved for heads of
government.

Traditions began toppling ear-
lier in the summer. On July 1, the
British returned Hong Kong to
China, ending 156 years of colo-
nial rule.

* “The most precious thing for a
nation and a people is to be master

of their own destiny,” observed -

the territory’s new ruler, Tung

- Chee-hwa.

Deng Xiaoping, patriarch of
modern China, never saw the July
1 handover. He died in February,
leaving a country with a growing
economy — and memories of so-
cial and political repression.

Within months, his handpicked
successor, Jiang Zemin, traveled
to the United States to mend rela-
tions — and meet potential inves-
tors.

And pro-democracy cam-
paigner Wei Jingsheng followed,
from prison.

While Deng opened China to
free markets, capitalism took a
joltelsewhere in Asia as specula-
tors targeted many of the region’s
currencies. The turmoil sent world
financial markets plunging, even

tempering a boom on Wall
Street. An international infusion
of more than $100 billion helped
stabilize the region.

In Southeast Asia, Cambodia’s
fragile democracy, once the prize
of U.N. peacemakers, collapsed
into civil war as two prime minis-
ters quarreled.

Hun Sen seized power in a bru-
tal coup. Weeks later, the notori-
ous leader of the Khmer Rouge
surfaced for the first time sinc
1979. '

After a dramatic show trial, Pol
Pot, sickly at 72, faced a future of
house arrest.

With yet more bloodshed,
Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire was
overthrown in'May, ending a 32-

NEW DELH], India (AP) - The
bread and watery soup Saroj pre-
pares for her family in her New
Delhi slum home fills their bellies,
butdoesn'tkeepherchildrenhealthy
enough to attend school regularly,
or keep her from feeling over-
whelmed by fatigue.

Saroj is the face of the matnutii-
tion crisis detailed in a UNICEF
report released Tuesday. Malnutri-
tion kills between 6 million and 7
millionchildrenevery year, making
itmore lethal than any disease since
the bubonic plague, and UNICEF
identified South Asia as the worst
hit region in the world.

India alone is home to 40 percent
of the world’s malnourished chil-
dren. According to UNICEF, more
than 53 percent of India’s children
under five suffer from chronic or
moderate malnutrition, a rate
matched by few other countries.

More than half of India’s
children are malnourished

“While poverty definitely leads to
malnutrition, the most chronic prob-
lem in India is the lack of any basic
understanding of what constitutes
necessary food items,” says Geeta
Athreya, a UNICEF official in New
Delhi. Saroj’s family can afford
two meals a day and even has a
television set. But they have never
heard of iodine _ key to preventing
mental and physical retardation in
children. Saroj, who uses one name
only, also knows nothing of the nutri-
tional benefits of vitamin A supple-

ments, whichare cheaply availablein

India. Vitamin A deficiencycancause
blindness, impair immune systems
and reduce resistance to diarrhea.
Saroj, who cleans houses, and her
husband Suresh, who collects and
sells discarded rags, are the only two
working in a family of 10 that in-
cludes their four children, Suresh’s
brother, his wife and their two chil-

~ children enough food. 1 buy

dren. They live together in a two-
room hut built of mud bricks in
Ghazipur,oneof New Delhi’smany
slums,

A typical meal cooked over her
kerosene stove consists of the un-
leavened bread known as chapati
and watery lentil soup. Once in a
while Sarojadds cheap vegetables,
usually potatoes, to her menu,

There is no potable water in
Ghazipur, sodiarrheais a persistent
problem, robbing the poor of the
few nutrients they do get.

Saroj said most of her family is
home ill mostof the year, and she is
always tired. But she doesn’t seem
tounderstand that poor diet may be
the problern.

“We try our best to give the

some milk forthemeveryday...
but they are ill every second
day,” she said.

year reign and leaving a mineral-
rich country in shambles.

Rebel leader Laurent Kabila
renamed the Congo and promised
democracy, but then seized
sweeping powers and dodged al-
legations of massacres.

Months later, Mobutu, a model
dictator backed by the West dur-
ing the Cold War, died in exile.

In Peru, a law-and-order presi-
dentbegan the year watching left-
ist rebels release seven hostages
from the Japanese ambassador’s
home.

Four months later, commandos
ended the standoff with araid that
killed all 14 rebels, two comman-
dos and one hostage.

Other conflicts moved toward
more peaceful endings.

Iran elected a president intent
on improving relations with the
West.

Russia signed a peace treaty
with its separatist republic of
Chechnya. North and South Ko-
rea began peace talks.

Britain’s new Labor govern-
ment resumed talks with Sinn
Fein, the IRAs political ally. Af-
ter years of civil war, Liberia
elected a president.

Digginginto the century’sdeep-
est abyss, Swiss banks began re-
covering assets of Holocaust vic-
tims,

South Africa’s Truth Commis-
sion tried to examine, and heal,
the wounds of apartheid, includ-
ing allegations of violence by
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela’s
supporters.

But, too often, peace overtures
failed.

Egypt claimed victory over its
Islamic insurgents, then watched
helplessly as militants killed more
than 60 foreign tourists in attacks
in Cairo and Luxor.

Israel’s prime minister pro-
posed negotiations for a final
peace settlement with the Pales-

A young girl h/ds a campain sign

for Kim Daejung aloft as she gets

tinians: But talks stalled because
of new Israeli settlements, Islamic
suicide bombers and an Israeli
assassination attempt on a Hamas
leader. '

In the remnants of Yugoslavia,
protesters targeted strongman
Slobodan Milosevic, but faltered.

In neighboring Bosnia, a peace
treaty foundered as Serb factions
nearly collapsed into civil war.
NATO-led troops kept a tense
peace, and appeared likely to stay
beyond next summer.

Nearby Albania needed inter-
national help to end anarchy after
investment schemes went awry.

Elsewhere — in the hills of
southern Lebanon, the villages of
Algeria, the mountains of Af-
ghanistan, the jungles of Sri
Lanka, the forests of Burundi and
Rwanda — nothing could stop
the bloodshed.

Brinksmanship raised the like-
lihood of more. Iraq kicked out
Americans serving as U.N. weap-
ons inspectors. Yet the United
States persisted, sending in hun-
dreds of planes and thousands of
troops. The chilling question: Is
Iraq preparing chemical weapons?

Could there be a happy ending
to a year of violence and confron-
tation?

Concerned about global warm-
ing, dozens of nations pledged to
reduce emissions. And more than
120 countries banned land mines.

“It’s a new definition of super-
power. It is not one,” said Jody
Williams, the anti-mines activist
who won Nobel Peace Prize. “Itis
everybody. We are the super-
power.”

And consider a cloned lamb
named Dolly. The Earth’s best-
ever glimpse of Mars. The com-
puter that defeated the best flesh-
and-blood chess player. The
world’s first surviving septuplets.

Amid so many bloody endings,
there arebeginnings. Welcome, 1998.

i

a lift amid a crowd of supporters of Kim, presidential candidate of the

National Congress for New Politics

City, west of Seoul Tuesday. ap

, during a campaign rally at Puchon
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By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPER Typhoon Paka report-
edly left Rota yesterday in dis-
array, destroying houses, estab-
lishments and crops, and send-
ing residents to shelters.

Govemnor Froilan C. Tenorio
issued asof 2 p.m. an“all clear”
signal from typhoon for the
CNMI as Paka moved away
from the Mariana Islands.

Rota Mayor Joseph S. Inos
said 23 houses and 11 private
business structures were totally
destroyed while 80 percent of
roads were “washed out.”

No casualties were reported,
but six persons suffered storm-
related injuries, according to a
report from Rota Office of the
Mayor sent to the Variety.

“All crops totally destroyed.
I don’t think there’s a flower
left,” said Inos in a press state-
ment. -

The American Red Cross re-
ported that 49 people have been
in shelters. '

Many public buildings were
not spared.

Inos said Rota’s public li-
brary lost its roof and rains

soaked a book collection.

The roof of the Department of
Public Works’ administrative of-
fice was almost gone while the
glass door entrance to the Health
Center blew out, said the mayor.

Strong winds dragged parts of
the back stop and bleachers from
the High School ball field to a

_nearby residential area.

“Christmas will be a little dim-
mer for Rota. We lost the big,
municipal Christmas tree in our
central park. A thousand dollars
worth of lights vanished away.
We also lost 25% of the candy
donated for our Christmas carol-
ling, said Community and Cul-
tural Affairs chief Barrie Toves.

The seaport and airport are op-
erational, but the new terminal
and facilities at the airport sus-
tained $45,000 in damage, said
the report.

As of press time, no planes or
ships entered Rota ports.

Nearly all classrooms were
flooded.

The Arts Council roof collapsed
ruining computers and all elec-
tronic equipment.

Cameras and video equipment
at the Department of Commerce

2 |

Joseph S. Inos

appeared to be a total loss, said
the report. -

At the west harbor, two finger
piers disappeared and armor
stones were peeled away, among
other things, destroying an esti-
mated $96,000 in damage.

“We've taken a beating here,”
Inos said. “But Rota people have
strong hearts for this sort of thing.
Withalittle help from our friends,
we’ll bounce back.”

Tenorioinanadvisory told resi-
dents of Saipan, Tinian and
Anatahan to expect continued
heavy showers and rough winds
for the next 48 hours.

“Residents are also warned,

especially when driving, of el-
evated floods in various low-ly-
ing areas,” said Tenorio.

The governor urged the people
torefrain from driving as muchas
possible soemergency crews from
the Commonwealth Utilities
Corp. and Department of Public

By Rick Alberto

Variefy News Staff
ROTA remained without power
yesterday even as the Common-
wealth Utilities Corp. was working

to restore electricity to one of the
two main villages, Songsong, later
in the day.

Commonwealth Utilities Corp.
Public Information Officer Pamela
A. Mathis said CUC was to ener-
gize the power system in Songsong
Village last night.

- TItwasnot known when Sinapalo,
the other main village, will have its
power restored.

Mathis said there was no exten-
sive damage to the system on the
island, with only one power pole
downed by supertyphoon Paka.

A press release from the Rota

Darkness remains on island

Rota also badly damaged

Works can carry out their re-
pair duties efficiently.

On Saipan, a few houses on
feeder 4 (Capitol Hill, Sadog
Tasi and Kagman) are still with-
out electricity. There are no
power outages on Tinian, said
the governor.

Mayor’s Office quoted CUC
Deputy Director for Rota Anto-
nio Reyes as saying that power
would be completely restored on
theistandnotlaterthantwoweseks.

Mathis said the hospital would
be the first to be energized.

Mathis also said damage as-
sessment crews were trying to
determine the extent of damage.

Thepoweroutagealsoaffected
the waterfiltersystem whichwas
temporarily out of order.

Rotaresidents were advised to
boil their water before drinking it
untilfurthernotice fromthe CUC.

“CUC Saipan is dispatch-
ing power, engineering and
mechanical crews to Rota to
assist in the recovery opera-
tion,” Mathis said.

Airport remains open

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE SAIPAN International Air-
port has remained in normal op-
erations though Airline .compa-
nies have cancelled flights since
Tuesday due to typhoon Paka
which pounded Guam and Rota.

The Commonwealth Ports Au-
thority yesterday said the airport
facilities has remained open and
in service, while continuous
monitorung of the weather has
been observed.

The CPA was expecting that
the first flight would arrive on
Saipan at noon yesterday but it
was reportedly cancelled due to
the still bad weather condition in
the Marianas.

The Continental Micronesia has
cancelled all its flights Tuesday
and Wednesday while other air-
lines servicing the Marianas were
on a standby status, apparently
waiting for the weather to stabi-
lize.

CPA Traffic Control Specialist
Nestor Mariano said the Saipan
International Aiport has remained
open while all facilities were also
placed in service.

“We are concerned about the
flights but airline companies have
already acted on this matter. They
have already cancelled their

flights when they feel it is not safe
to travel on air due to the weather
disturbance,” he said in a brief
telephone interview.

Airlines servicing the Northern
Mariana Islands on Tuesday can-
celled incoming and outgoing
flights due to weatherdisturbances
brought about by typhoon Paka.

In a random interview con-
ducted by the Variety, Three air-
line companies said they have al-
ready advised the Commonwealth
Ports Authority of flight cancel-
lation for yesterday’s schedule,

Pacific Island Aviation execu-
tive vice president Max Kretzers
said all PIA flights are on standby
while Guam-bound flights
have already been cancelled.

The PIA was expecting to
resume normal operations for
its Rota and Tinian service
routes yesterday afternoon,
though Kretzers said they are
still waiting for the next
weather forecast.

Weather specialists the
other day said typhoon Paka,
which battered Guam and
Rota, may have actually
spared Saipan, Tinian and
Anatahan and was located 30
statute miles southeast of
Rota, moving west direction
at 10 miles per hour.

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff

MICRONESIANS were the top
nor-indigenous recipients of food
stampprogramforFiscal Year1997,
according to the Nutriion Assis-
tance Program.

NAP statistics showed that
Chuukese ranked third as top re-
cipients of food stamp program
behindChamorros and Carolinians,

There were 90 Chuukese aver-
age household food stamp recipi-
ents or 411 members, the NAP

statistics said. i

Chuukese got 11.9 percent shares
of the food stamp pie, said the statis-
tics which was contained in the an-
nual NAP report.

Chamorros have remained the top
recipients with an average household
of 389 or 1509 members, comprising
45.3% shares of the pie.

Carolinians followed withan aver-
age household of 149 or 666 mem-
bers, getting 20.7%.

Belauans ranked fourth with 84
average household or 326 members,

Micronesians take up 25%
of food stamp allocations

receiving 10.5% share.

Filipinos with US citizenship
ranked fifth with 7.5% or 134 aver-
age household (295 members), the
statistics indicated.

~ CNMI receives $5.1 million an-
nualfederal grant,of which$990,000
will be used for administrative cost.
" NAP Administrator Patricia
Palacios De Beer said the gross
dollar amount of NAP benefits is-
sued to recipients in FY 1997 was
$2,982,292 comparedto$3,512,809
for FY 1996 or a 12.7% drop.
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CRM encourages environmental awareness through videc

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Coastal Resources Manage-
ment has distributed 26 schoolsin
the CNMI with a copy of the
Chamorro version of the video
*“Qur Island, Our Future.”

The subject of the video, ac-
cording to CRM Director Joaquin

M. Aguon, is the award-winning
Rota Habitat Conservation Plan.

“We hope you can find ways to
utilize this video in instructing your
studentsonenvironmental topicscon-
cerning the Commonwealthislands,”
Aguon said in his memorandum to
the schools’ principals.

The video was produced a year

ago, in cooperation with the
Northern Marianas College, as
partof the US Fish and Wildlife's
public education program in its
effort to help people understand
habitat conservation planning.
The video narration by Noel
Taisacan was translated by some
individuals from Rota.

It is hoped that the Chamorro
version of the 25-minute video
will enable students to know the
Chamorro names of animals and
plants in the CNMI.

The Rota Habitat Conservation
Plan had won over otherenviron-
mental project proposals from all
over the US and its territories,

bagging a $250,000 grant from
the US National Oceanic and Al-
mospheric Administration.

The Plansecks toprotect Rota’s
endangered species including the
Marianas crow (aga), fruit bat
(fanihi), bridled white eye (nosa)
and Guam rails (koko) while pur-
suing development projects.
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Guam Savings welcomes
Camacho as new AVP

AGANA, Guam-Philip J. Flores,
President and Chairman of Guam
Savings announced that Frar<is
(Frank) P. Camacho has joined
Guam Savings as Assistant Vice
President for Commercial Lend-
ing.

Camacho, formerly employed
by Bank of Hawaii in its Guam
Business Banking Center, has
extensive commercial credit train-
ing and experience.

He will spearhead Guam Sav-
ings” system wide commercial
lending activities, a news release
from the bank said.

“Frank has extensive experi-
ence in commercial credit and the
marketing of commercial loan
products and services. He is an
excellent addition to our manage-
ment team,” said Flores.

Francis (Frank) P. Camacho

Camacho on the other hand,
adds “T am proud to be a member
of Guam Savings. I am commit-
ted to making a contribution to
the commercial lending activities
of the organization, and I look
foward to growing with Guam
Savings in the years to come.”

Pacific artists produce
video with a message

BEAUTY is in the eye of the be-
holder, and the same is true of dis-
abilittes—orperceived limitations,
proven by four artists who have
found expression through theirown
“different abilities.”

“LLaulima: Working Together”,a
29-minute closed-captioned video,
merges the message of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
with the human spirit, which seeks
inclusion, expression and explora-
tion.

Creative thinking and the desire
to make things happen provide a
forum by which a Hawaiian quilter
quilts and teaches, a storyteller con-
veys personal experiences and my-
thology, and mouth painters in
American Samoa create intricate
tapa designs and landscapes.

“Laulima: Working Together” is
produced by the Consortium for
Pacific Arts and Cultures (CPAC),

one of the seven regional nonprofit
arts organizations funded by the
National Endowment for the Arts.
CPAC primarily serves the Com-
monwealthof the NorthemMariana
Islands, Guam, and Amercian Sa-
moa.

The cost to purchase “Laulima”
is $25.00. Net proceeds from sales
of this video will go to support
CPAC.

The video was funded in part by
the National Endowment’s Office
of Access Ability also gave finan-
cial and/or technical assistance,
which helped to make this video
possible.

Toobtainacopyof*‘Laulima”or
for more information, please con-
tact Tina Wabol Foster or Robert
Hunter at the Arts Council at 322-
9982 or 322-9983 or visit the Arts
Council office in Capitol Hill next
to the post office.

Mobil names its new
regional chairperson

LUCIHLLE J. Cuvanaugh has
been uppointed Chairperson,
Mobil Asia Puacific Private
Limited uand Mobil Oil
Corporation’s Senior Exccu-
tive for Marketing and Refin-
ing in South East Asia and the
Pacific.

The appointment took effect
last November |, Cavanaugh,
who has a Bachelor of Arts
from Immaculate College,
joined Mobil Oil Corporation
in the United States in 1977,

After a series of appoint-
ments held in the United States
Marketing and Refining divi-
sion, Cavanaugh was ap-
pointed President of Mobil Oil
Credit Corporation in 1991,

In 1993, she was appointed
Manager Logistics and Engi-

ncering for Mobil Marketing
and Refining in the U.S. Most
recently,

Cavanaugh was Region
General Manager, where her
responsibilities included the
leadership of Mobil’s manu-
facturing, marketing, supply
and logistics in the western
United States.

Cavanaugh will oversee the
Mobil Asia Pacific operations
in the region, including affili-
ale companies in Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand, Guam,
Philippines, Hong Kong, Tai-
wan, China and the Indian sub-
continent, and other new busi-
ness and joint venture inter-
ests through the greater Asian
region from Mobil’s regional
headquarters in Singapore.

To prepare for Paka effort:

NMI Red Cross calls
in its volunteers

By Gerr R. Cayabyab, Jr.

Variety News Staff
A PRELIMINARY damage assess-
ment may start anytime today on the
island of Saipan and Tinian after the
American Red Cross-NMI Chapter
yesterday called in its volunteers.

However, volunteers will not be
requested to conduct damage assess-
ment on the island of Rota as of yet
because typhoon condition I re-
mains.

ARC-NMI Chapter Director for

Emergency Services Cherry C.

Schadeck yesterday said the Chapter

started contacting some of its volun-

teers after supertyphoon Paka left
Tuesday afternoon, and an *‘all clear™
condition was declared on the island
of Saipan and Tinian.

Schadeck said around 200 ‘on-
island’ volunteersneedtobe informed
so that they may respond to the call
immediately, and so the Chapter can
proceed with its preliminary ddmmve
assessment.

As to the site of damage assess-
ment, Schadeck said, ‘‘volunteers
need to coordinate and report with us
the outcome of partial or final dam-
age assessment.”

On Northem Islands, Schadeck

said, the office needs to contact first
MayorJoseph Ogumoro forany vital
information on damages wrought by
Paka especially on Anatahan.

Schadeck said the Emergency
Management Office informedtheRed
Crossthatnoevacuationshelters were
used as Paka was not much of gusty
winds but more on heavy rains.

Meanwhile, the Chapter issued a
pressrelease, notifying volunteers
that Christmas party originally
scheduled Dec.17 (Wed.) was
postponed and rescheduled date
will be announced within the com-
ing days.

FUTURE HOLIDAY INN SAIPAN. The artist’s rendition of the $5-million, 90-room hotel, to be managed by

a world-renowned hotel chain, is unveiled during a recent management contract signing between Holiday
Hospitality Asia Pacific and the Asia Pacific Hotels, Inc., owner of the hotel. The hotel is slated to open in

August 1999.

Photo by Rick Alberto

Employers who need help on
ADA may consult with GDDC

By Gerr R. Cayabyab, Jr.

Variety News Staff
CNMI EMPLOYERS who want
to comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act are advised
to consult with the Governor's
Developmental Disabilities Coun-
cil for “proper guidance.”

This was one of the public no-
tices recently issued by GDDC
Executive Director Thomas J.
Camacho whosaidthe U.S. Equal
Employment  Opportunity
Commision believes that some
employers want to comply with
the ADA.

“Because of this, the GDDC is
willing to provide sufficient in-
formation for the guidance of
employers,” Camacho said.

Accordingly, Camacho said, the
Commission will conduct an ac-
tive technical assistance program
that would promote voluntary
compliance with the ADA.

Camacho said the program'’s
objective is to help employers

Thomas J. Camacho
understand their responsibilities
and assist people with disabilities
(PWDs) understand their rights
under the law.

Camacho said the Commission
and GDDC recognize that differ-
ences and disputes about ADA
requirements may arise between
cmployers and PWDs as a result
of misunderstanding.

Such disputes, he said, fre-
quently can be resolved more ef-

fectively through informal nego-
tiaticn or mediation procedures,
rather than through the formal
enforcement process of the ADA.

EEOC and GDDC encourage

efforts to settle such differences -

through alternative dispute reso-
lution, providing that suchefforts
do not deprive any individual of
legal rights provided by the stat-
ute.

Camacho recalled that in 1992,
the EEOC published a technical
assistance manual that provides
practical application of legal re-
gquirements to employment
activites.

He said the manual has a direc-
tory of resources that would aid
compliance.

“Recently, EEOC also pub-
lished other educational materi-
als, provided training on the law
for employers and for PWD's,
and participated in meetings and
training programs of other orga-
nizations,” Camacho said.
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Asian crisis may hurt tourism

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THEEXISTING curréncy turmoil
suffered by most countriesin Asia
may hurt the Northern Mariana
Islands’ largest revenue-produc-
ing industry, according to a gov-
ernment economist.

Sohale Samari, of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, said the cur-
rent currency crisis in Asia may

have an immediate effect on the
Marianas’ tourism industry.

The Philippine currency on
Tuesday fell to a record low of
40.214 pesos per dollar, as traders
said speculative attacks on the
peso triggered by a plunge in the
Thai baht are expected to push the
pesodown furtherincomingdays.

“Basically, one immediate ef-
fect of the dollar appreciation

MTC to offer special rates
to low-income re81dents

LOW-INCOME individuals and
familieson Saipan, TiniananRota
who don’t have their own tele-
phone service can look forward to
receiving it in 1998,-Micronesian
Telecommunications Corporation
said.

MTC said it will offer the new
“Link -Up” and “Lifeline™ pro-
grams to make it easier for many
people throughout the Northern
Marianas to have basic telephone
service installed at their resi-
dences.

According to a news release
from MTC, the new plan allows
families and individuals meeting
certain federal income guidelines
to have telephone service at a
lower price.

The Link-Up and Lifeline pro-
grams will be offered to anyone
who currently receives benefits
from Supplementary Security In-
surance; Federal Public Housing
Assistance or Section 8; food
stamps; Medicaid; or the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance
Program.

“We agree with the U.S. fed-
eral government’s position that
basic telephone service should be
available to all Americans when-
ever possible,” said MTC Gen-
eral Manager Del E. Jenkins.

“I certinaly hope that anyone
whoiseligible for these programs
will make the effort to take ad-
vantage of them.”

TRADITIONAL CHURCH
MUSIC FROM THE

MARIANAS COLLECTED,

ORCHESTRATED AND
PERFORMED BY
Bruno DaLLa Pozza

Fl'h |~; |{| Nie

gwm C@kw&t C@@[Z

Del E. Jenkins

The Link- Up program gives
quahﬁed low-income lslanders an
automatic $30 discount off the
cost of installing telephone ser-
vice at their homes.

The program also allows par-
ticipants to pay the balance of the
installation charges over 12
months with no interest charges.

Once a telephone connection is
established at a customer’s resi-
dence, a Lifeline program takes
over, reducing the service
charge by $5.25 every month.
The program also gives par-
ticipants monthly toll-call
blocking service at no charge.

Anyone interested in obtain-
ing these services can contact
the MTC customer service of-
fice as of December 31 on
Saipan at 234-7143; on Tinian
at 433-0210; and on Rota at
532-3599.

Available on CD and Cassette at:
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Town House Music And
Carmen Baby News Batiki (PIC)

A production of Northern Marianas College
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against Asian currencies would
be on the tourism sector,” Samari
told the Variety.

He explained that as the US
dollar gains strength against cur-
rencies in the region, traveling
becomes more expensive for the
Japanese and the Koreans —who
comprise the bulk of NMI's visi-
tors.

Japanese tourists dominate the

number of visitors on the Island.
The proximity of SaipantoJapan,
where travel time can be com-
pared to that of the United States

east coast with the islands of
Carribean, is making the Marianas
anappealing destination for Japa-
nese travellers especially during
the winter months.

Atpresent, close to five percent
of the entire Japanese population
are travelling overseas. This fig-
ure was expected to double over

‘the next few years, the DOC said

in an earlier statement.

Tourism officials said Korea is
rapidly joining the ranks asa major
generator of tourists. -

“As the dollar appreciates,
Japanese and Koreans will
have to spend more of their
yens and yuans for the same
quality of accomodation they
can get in Saipan. So the im-
mediate effect would be on

113

the tourism side,” Samari
stressed.

But the positive side of this
currency crisis in Asia is that the
Commonwealth is expected to
experience an influx of low-cost
imports from “suffering” coun-
tries.

“On the other side, we are go-
ing to experience our imports be-
coming cheaper. The goods that
we buy from the Philippines,
Korea and Japan are going to be
cheaper,” Samari said.

He earlier said that Marianas
residents will enjoy lower prices
of commodities in the next three
to six months, citing the current
value of the US dollar compared
with many Asian currencies.

Samari has said CNMI is see-
ing adownturn in prices, explain-
ing that the Northern Marianas
has been importing much of its
goods from countries in the Asia-
Pacific Region, which are expe-
riencing financial crisis with the
continuous appreciation of the
dollar against local currencies.

“What we might see is, with
the devaluation of currencies
that’s taking in the Pacific Rim
and since we are importing alot
of our goods from the Pacific, a
turndown in prices,” Samari told
the Variety.

He added CNMI will experi-
ence lower inflation rate as a
result of the importation of
cheaper goods with the current
trade in the money bourse, in
three to six months. :

“This is assuming that busi-
nessmen would not take advan-
tage of the currency devalua-
tion in the Asian and the Pacific
region. The businessmen are
willing to pass on thé lower
price tothe consu mers,” he said.

Samari also cited that the low
inflationrate inthe United States
mainland will have a chain re-
action effect in the Northern
Mariana Islands.

“We will have a continued
low inflation rate and there will
be no sudden major change in
the CNMI economy,” he
stressed.

The CNMI economy has been
enjoying a low inflation rate
compared with other economies
in the Asia-Pacific region. In
fact, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands has never had a double-
digit inflation rate in its history.

Inflation is an abnormal in-
crease in available currency and
credit beyond the proportion of
available goods, resulting in a
sharp and continuing rise in
price levels.
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COLD DISH
Assorted Appetizer

Smoke Salmon
Fish Sashimi

Sole, Galantine Style
Smoke Salmon Mousse

5 kinds of Salad Variations
3 Kinds of cold dish
1) Shrimp Kilawen

3) Salmon Rice

HOT DISH
Mixed Pizza

Squid Teriyaki

B.B.Q. Beef Short ribs
Chicken Qutlet, Russian Style
Grilled Longaniza Sausage
Braised Beef Jardinnier
Assorted Vegetable garnish
Spaghetti

Fried Rice

2 KINDS OF SOUP

CARVING

DESSERTS
Fresh Fruits variation

5

OT‘Q,\’

Shrimp Cocktail and Crab Leg Cocktail
Slice Octopus and Marinated Green Mussels

Cold Roast Beef Striploin w/ Decoration Platter

Assorted Bread Pastries & Sandwich

2) Mahi? Marine Swedish Style

Breaded Shrimp Tar-Tar Sauce

Broiled Salmon w/ Fine Herbs Sauce

Roast Beef Prime Ribs Onion Sauce

Sunday Brunch Special Cakes

’ SUNDAY BRUNCH MENU

Plumeria Restaurant
11:00 am - 1:30 pm

'ENTERTAINMENT

g =
JAPANESE LUNCH SPECIAL
Yurakuen Japanese Restaurant
Dally Lunch - 3 kinds to choose from
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
(iced Tea included)

ALL-YOU-CAN -EAT
CHINESE BUFFET
Kongo Hanten Chinese Restaurant
A Daily 11:30 am -1:30 pm
(Ice Tea Included)
Menu changes daily &,@

Christmas Cakes Now Available
Flavors Include: chocolate, vanilla & mocha

Prices start at $35.00

P.O. BOX 66, SAIPAN MP 96950 TEL. NO. 234-5900 FAX NO. 234-3909
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TB cases increasing

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
APPROXIMATELY 1,000 people
are becoming newly infected with

tuberculosis every year in the North-
erm Mariana Islands, according tothe

Department of Public Health.

A TB fact sheet released by he

CRM tells

golf course to

clean debris at beach

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE debris of drainage pipes
(PVC) scattered in the Old Man
by the Sea beach has been traced
1o the neighboring Kingfisher
Golf Course in Talofofo by the
enforcement teamof the Coastal
Resources Management.

“A lot of...drainage pipes
(PVC) debris, similar to those
used at Kingfisher Golf Course,

were found there (Old Man by
the Sea),” Aguon said in aletter
to Kingfisher General Manager
Naorsutu Suzuki Tuesday.
Aguon ordered Kingfisher to
clean up the debris.
“Beforeyouinitiate the cleaning,
CRM is requesting that you notify
ouroffice,” Aguonsaid inhisletter.
The Kingfisher golf course
was damaged by supertyphoon

Continued on page 7

_HEAVY DUTY

YPHOON

SH UTTERS

+ Residential - Commercnal « Churches « Hotels -

ACCORDION SHUTTERS (270mph

with lock & key-maximum protections:
typhoon, sun/rain, security and vandalism deterrent

PANEL SHUTTERS [200mph)

practical & economical

BOTH ELIGIBLE FOR TYPHOON INSURANCE WAIVER*

25%mr SALE

Back by popular demand - Good through Dec. 31, 1997
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW

FINANCING AVAILABLE ON APPROVED CREDIT

Alliance Metal Specialties

VISIT US AT: basement warehouse,

_TEL: 288-2678 FAX: 288-7887

across from Saipan Health Clinic, As Lito

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 12:00 NOON SATURDAY
* FOR PARTICIPATING FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ONLY

APPOINTMENTS
TEL. 235-372

'DISCOUNT TO LOCALS FOR:.

* Braces

« Teeth Whitening

» Teeth Cleaning

= Fillings

¢ Denture Repair

¢ Extractions

+ and other Dental needs
« Stateside Dentist

wening & Weekend,
WW“&

Special!

Reduce Holiday Teeth Cleaning
Through December

3 L.

toGARAPAN T |

health department also noted over
half of all nonresident workers enter-
ing the Marianas are already infected
with the lung disease.

The DPH said the cases of ac-
tive TB among alien workers de-
velop after they have resided in
the CNMI fortwo years or more.e
report said active TB rate among
Chinese workers, especially in
Tinian, has become particularly
alarming.

Health officials said the DPH is

working with Tinian govemment of-
ficials to address these issues.

The CNMI rateof active TBisnow
oneof the highestrates inthe Westermn
Pacific. The rate in the CNMI is five
times higher than Guam and over 20
times higher thn the mainland US.

DPH officialssaid people inhouse-
holds and close contacts of people
with active TB are at the highest risk
of becoming infected.

Health experts said TB may be-
come active anytime after infection,

but the highest risk isin the first year
afterinfection. The numberof newly
detected cases of active TB in 1997
has now exceeded 106.

TB infection is detected by a posi-
tive skin test. Since the DPH started
screeningchildren forTB. many chil-
drenwhohave hadnegative skin tests
are now becoming infected.

The DPH said about one-third of
active TB cases in the CNMI among
the indigenous Chamorro, Carolin-

Continued on page 7

A ‘DPS Santa Claus’ brings joy to children at the Nang Day Care Center during a recent visit. The visit was

part ofa DPS campalgn agalnst drunk and drugged dr/wng

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Shop-
ping for toys during the holidays
can be exciting and fun, butitalso
canbe frustrating. With thousands
of toys to choose from, it’s impor-
tant to choose the right toy for the
age child.

Atapressconference this week,
the U.S. ConsumerProductSafety
Commission(CPSC) reportedthat
in 1996, toy-related injuries led to
13 deaths and more than 140,000
hospital emergency room visits
nationwide.

“These deaths were not only a
H wagedy, they also were prevent-
§ able.” cautioned CPSC Chairman
& Ann Brown.
| Tt's important for shoppers to

take the time toread age-appropri-
ate labelswhenchoosing toys. This
informationcansave achild'slife.”

To help keep kids safe, and to
make holiday shopping a little
l cosier, CPSC and Kmart have un-
| veiledthefree,new pamphiet, Toy
Safety Shopping Tips.”

Kmart is distributing over 2
million copies of this pamphlet to
its stores nationwide.

“The best toy is a safe toy. That
is why Kmart is proud to join
CPSC in this informational effort
toreach 2millionshoppers nation-
wide, so they may have a happy
and safe holiday,” said Shawn
Kahle, Kmart Vice President, Cor-
porate Affairs.

[Safety tips for toy buyers

The pamphlet provides the follow-
ing helpful advice when shopping for
toys for kids from infants to age 12.

- Under 3 years old:

* Children under 3 tend to put
everything in their mouths.

Avoid buying toys intended for
olderchildren, whichmayhave small
parts that pose a choking danger.

*Neverletchildrenof any age play
with uninflated or broken balloons
because of the choking danger.

# Avoid marbles, balls and games
withballs thathave adiameterof 1.75
inches or less. These products also
pose achoking huzard to young chil-
dren.

*Children atthisage pull, prod and
twist toys. Look fortoys thatare well-
made withtightly securedeyes, noses
and other parts.

* Avoid toys thathave sharpedges
and points.

- Ages 3 through 5:

* Avoid toys that are con-
structed with thin, brittle plastic
that might easily break into small
pieces or leave jagged edges.

* Look for household art mate-
rials, including crayons and paint
sets, marked with the designation
“ASTM D-4236." This means the
product has been reviewed by a
toxicologist and, if necessary, la-
beled with cautionary informa-
tion.

*Teacholderchildrentokeeptheir
toys away from their younger broth-

Photo by Laila C. Younis

ers and sisters.

- Ages 6 through 12

* For all children, adults should
check toys periodically for break-
age and potential hazards. .

Damaged or dangerous toys |
shouldberepairedorthrownaway. |

*[fbuying atoy gun, be sure the
barrel, or the entire gun, is brightly |
colored sothatit’snot mistaken for
areal gun.

*[fyoubuy abicycle forany age }
child, buy a helmet too, and make §
sure the child wears it.

* Teach all children to put toys
away when they're finished play-
ing so they don't rip over themor
fall on them. k

Read the Label. The US. Con- §
sumer Product Safety Commis-
sionrequires toy manufacturersto g
meetstiringentsafety standardsand
to label certain toys thatcould be a |
hazard for younger children.

Look for labels that give age
recommendations and use that
information as a guide.

Labels on toys that state *not
recommended for children un-
der three ... contains smatl
parts,” are labeled that way
because they may pose a chok-
ing hazard 1o children under
three.

Toys should be developmen-
tally appropriate to suit the
skills, abilitics and interests of
the child.
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PSS, NMC ready ‘2+2’ plan

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff

THE PUBLIC School System
and Northern Marianas Col-
lege are “wrapping up” articu-
lation agreements for the **2+2
Program” according to a top
PSS official.

“We have finalized the MOU
between PSS and NMC for the
program and we just put clo-

sure on the Vocational ar-
ticulation agreement,” said As-
sociate Commissionerof Second-
ary Education Patrick Tellei.

“The articulation agree-
ments are to specifically out-
line what both agencies have
to dounder the MOU,™ he said.

“Next, we will wrap up the
agreements for Business, and
then Nursing. We are think-

ing of establishing a Health
Academy at the Marianas High
School,” he added.

The NMC-PSS MOU ex-
plains that the “2+2 Program
will enable students from public
high schools to earn high school
credits for college-level courses
taught by NMC, thus completing
their high school education™.

“Students will also earn

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff
PUBLIC Schools will soon
be hooked up to the new Pub-
lic School System “Finan-
cial Management System”,
according to Commissioner

Torres.

In aletter to school princi-
pals yesterday, Torres said
“personnel from the IBM

ing and installing the com-
puters needed for each
school to access the new Fi-
nancial Management System
at the PSS Central Office”
by early January.

“IBM will be adding the
financial computer to the
data phone line currently
being used as the school fax
-number,” said Torres.

. “The computer communi-

of Education William S. -

Corporation will be deliver-_

Torres: Public schools to be
linked to financial system

William S. Torres

cation parameters will be es-
tablished to allow both the fax
and computer to use the same
line,” he said.

“This means the school fax
will be able to make use of
this existing phone line for
both outgoing and incoming
faxes, just as it has been,” he
added.

Torres explained that the

computer “will make use of
the fax line only when the
school needs to upload or
download data to the Cen--
tral computer”.

credits taking classes at MHS
and that is where we are planning
to start come next January,” said
Tellei.

“We are right on schedule for

next school year and we will
be able to provide students the
opportunity to take the 242 Pro-
gram”, he said.

In the Vocational Articulation,
it explains that the agreement is
“simply a method by which stu-
dents attending public high
schools are given the opportunity
to expand their technical
knowledge at NMC without
the duplication of courses”.

It continues to state that the
requirements for students to
enroll in the 2+2 Program at
NMC includes:

« Apply for admission at
NMC.

* Minimum cumulative GPA
of at least 2.0.

* High school counselor and/
or principal recommendation.

+ Satisfy financial obliga-
tions to NMC.

« Parent/Guardian authori-
zation.

For the High School 2+2
Program requirements:

» Currently enrolled.

+« Minimum cumulative GPA
of at least 2.0,

* High school counselor and/
or principal recommendation.

* Have earned a minimum of
12 high school credits.

¢ Parent/ Guardian authori-
zation.

“To avoid complications,
we recommend that he cur-
rent fax machine and com-
puters be located at the same
office,” he said.

“The use of these comput-
ers will be a great step to-
wards School Community
Base Education (SCAB),” he
added.

In earlier statements, the
Commissioner explained
that the new Financial
Management System will
allow school offices to
“process administrative
procedures like Purchase
Orders, more efficiently
and allow for financial data
access”,

CRM tells. . .

Continued from page 6

Keith on Nov. 2, particulary the
fairways, tee boxes, fairway bun-
kers, and putting greens in holes
6, 14, 15 and 16 at the cliffside.

A survey conducted by the
CRM four days after Keith had
struck also found that in some
areas, the retaining walls by the
cliff and the drainage pipes were
eroded as a result of the hard-
pounding sea waves that reached
past the walls.

TB cases. . .

Continued from page 6

ian, and other Micronesian popula-
tion.

It said transmission is among
family members with
rapidrogression to active disease.

7,
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island.

We accept special
order:
e Plumbing
e Civil
¢ Electrical

District |
Chalan Kanoa.

SAIPAN SUPPLY, INC.

Construction Materials Specialist

We have materials that is not available in the

Our store located at: ¥¢,Q

Beside Philippine Good's barracks.

‘The Choice is Clear.

~ For more info. call
- Tel: 235-PAGE -
Fax: 235-7640

2

- Located at the tormer Pacihcom Othees 1t Floor. HS Lec 8idg. Cnaian Lau L, MP. 95950 <
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! THESKELETALremainsofeigh-
| tecn ancient Chamorrosunearthed
B during the construction of the new
¥ Judicial Center in Susupe recently
| have been reburied at the site, the
# HistoricPreservation Divisionsaid.
] The human remains, together
{ withstone, shelland bone artifacts
were recovered during archaeo-
logical excavations undertaken in
advance of the Center’s construc-
| tion.

Thearchaeological work, super-
¥ vised by Dr. Rosalind Hunter
§ Anderson, documented the rem-
nantsofaonce-extensiveChamorro
j village site, HPD said in a news
release.

Itisbelieved that the village was
| first occupied around 1400 A.D.
and was abandoned in the 1690s
E when Saipan’s residents were
§ forced by Jesuit priests to move
into mission villages.

The human remains identified
during archaeological excavations
N were carefully removed fromcon-
struction areas and examined by
B Dr.GeorgeMilner,awell-respected
d osteologicalexpertfromPenn State
| University.
| In accordance with established
§ Division of Historic Preservation
R (HPO) procedures, the construc-
| tion contractor was required to re-
§ bury the skeletons at an appropri-
§ ate location on the grounds of the
y new complex

MADE IN U.S.A.

Ancient human remains|
'reburied near Complex

An open area near the front of the
Judicial Center was selected and the
bones interred several weeks ago.

Tomemoralize this sacred site, the
construcn contractor, with the assis-
tance of the HPO, erected a latte shaft
and capstone, the symbols of the

Additionally,acommemorative |
plaqueisbeingfabricated aridsoon
will be placed at the reburial site.

The plaque will present infor-
mation about ancient Chamorro
life and customs at this site result-
ing from the amhaeologlcal inves- §

ancient Chamorro people.

tigations.

An HPO staffer stands by the latte stone memorial marking the spot B
near the Judicial Complex where the remains of ancient Chamorros

v

CmElR

Cash & canny

were interred.

Ocean View Hotel

expansion

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE expansion of the Ocean View
Hotel has been deferred by six
months to a year, it was leamed.

Kenneth Yeung, president of
Saihon Development, Inc., which
owns the hotel on Beach Road in
Garapan, had requested for a six-
month extension from the Coastal
Resources Management.

The coastal permit was toexpire

.the other day.

CRMDirectorJoaquinM. Aguon .
granted Yeung's request, stretch-
ing the extension even furtherto -
one year.

The permit will thus expire on
Dec. 16 next year.

“(A) review of (your) file in-
dicates that favorable consider-
ationis warranted,” Aguonwrote -
Yeung ‘

deferred

Yeung, in his letter fequest '

for extension, said the reason
why the actual construction has
not started was that “the struc-
tural design is still being re-
vxewed by the structural engi-

- neers.’

The expansion project, which
has been classified as a major
siting, consists of 51 additional

" rooms to the existing 86. .
The additional rooms will be |.

in a new five-story building
south of the hotel building.
The annex building will also

have a pemhouse and five staff.

housing units on the ground
floor.

The expansion, the second one
for the eight-year-old hotel, was
spurred by the “favorable growth
in the tourism market,” accord-
ing to the developer. !

"REMINGTON CLUB -

Avail our hpy hour
5:00-7:00 p.

AMERICAN STYLEBAR

half the price from
m. daily.

Come one, Come all and let’s enjoy the
allurmg performance of the

BiG BEATS BAND.

Every night (except Tuesdays)
Infront of Dai-Ichi Hotel
Tel # 234-5449

R 8 900045927 °

ALE

DECEI\/IBER 19 20, 21

Tel.

Single Set..euuvcreeeceinnen. $175
Double Set veerveeeernee. $275
M tt re S S Queen Set ... $329
King Set....eeevuerevreerienes $405

*FRAMES NOT INCLUDED

234- 731:!_@
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The management is not responsible for any typographical errors

the Store

Mon-Sat 9:00AM-9:00PM
Sunday 10:00AM-7:00PM

Entire Stock

Savings Throughout

Extended Store Holiday Hours

l(elwnator

Appliances

Q Nedvinator

*Cash/Carry Only

*Limited to Stock on Hand

*Delivery Extra
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Mayor-elect Manglona.

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
CITING the extensive devas-
tation caused by typhoon Paka,
Rota’s mayor-elect yesterday

said the island should be de-
clared a disaster area.
Benjamin T. Manglona (R),
in an interview, said prelimi-
nary assessment indicated.100

House will pass “Teno
events’ spending bill

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
DUETO yesterday's weather, the
leadership of the House of Repre-
sentatives has rescheduled their
meeting today, and may hold a
session tomorrow to pass the bill
to fund governor-elect Pedro P.
Tenorio’s transition committee
and inauguration.

House Majority Leader Pete P.
Reyes (R-Saipan) yesterday said
there will be other pieces of legis-
lation to be taken up in the ses-
sion, but the House leadership
has yet to finalize the “priority
bills.”

The governor-glect’s transition
committee recently transmitted to
the House a draft bill that would
set aside $30,000 for the transi-
tion activities, and $185,000 for
the Jan. 12 inauguration.

Also included are the transi-
tion and inauguration activities
for the office of the mayor on

Cop, 4 others
injured in
‘smashup -

By Ferdie de la Torre
" Variety News Staff
FIVE persons, including a police
officer, were reportedly injured
during a vehicular accident along
Beach Road in Garapan Tuesday
midnight.

PO2 Regina V. Pangelinan, of
the Division of Corrections, suf-
fered contusions on the right foot,
according to Department of Pub-
lic Safety Information Officer
Maj. J. J. Castro.

Castro said the driver of an-
other vehicle identified as Nie
Xuan, an 18-year-old Chinese
man, was last reported in serious
condition at the Commonwealth
Health Center.

Castro said Xuan's three Chi-
nese passengers—two women and
one man—suffered injuries tothe
different parts of the body and
head.

Initial investigation showed that
Pangelinan was driving southward
a Station Wagon while Xuan was
operating a car on the opposite
direction.

The car lost control, swerved
and encroached the north-bound
lane, resulting to a collision with
Pangelinan's vehicle.

Parts of the car were ejected
and damaged another vehicle
which was parked in front of
Ming’s Palace, police said.

Pangelinan was off-duty at the
time.

The case was placed under in-
vestigation.

Rota ($40,000), Saipan
($20,000), Tinian ($20,000) and
the Northern Islands ($5,000),
for a total requested amount of
$300,000.

In addition, the transition com-
mittee will also solicit donations
from the private sector “to offset
costs,” Villagomez said.

With Tuesday’s certification of
the Nov. 1 election results, the
transition committee can now pro-
ceed to look into the current state
of the various executive depart-
ments and agencies.

Benjamin T. Manglona

homes damaged, 50 of which
were totally wrecked.

At least 50 families are now
homeless and are staying with
their relatives and friends, the
former lieutenant governor
said.

In addition, he said, the
waves from the sea heavily

damaged the island’s East
Harbor, while the strong winds
downed power poles, causing
an island-wide blackout.

“There are lots of electrical
and cable lines on the ground,
and it may probably take two
or three more days before the
power returns in some areas,”
Manglona said.

Roads and government
buildings also suffered exten-
‘sive damages, he added.

“I assume the office of (out-
going Mayor Joseph S. Inos
[D]) has already made its as-
sessment, and I'm sure they,
too, will say that Rota should
be declared a disaster area,”
Manglona said.

“We expect to receive more
damage reports in the follow-
ing days,” he said.

Meanwhile, the mayor-elect
isurging the local and national
Red Cross, the Office of the

‘Declare disaster on Rota’

Governor and the Emergency
Management Office (EMO) to
send relief personnel to the
island.

“Food assistance is badly
needed,” he said.

“I alsc¢ want to emphasize
that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture should step in to
help our farmers. They have
been previously hit by the two
other typhoons, and because
they need three or four months
to produce something, they
really need assistance,”
Manglona said.

Rota and Guam were hard
hit by Paka’s 140 miles per
hour of maximum sustained

~winds with gusts to 165 miles

per hour.

Rota alone was battered for
almost a whole day by Paka
which spared, however,
Saipan and Tinian, according
to EMO.
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Former

1]1 minister

may rejoin Cabinet

SUVA (Pacnews)—Former
Fijian Affairs Minister Ratu Finau
Marais likely tore-join cabinetas
early as the weekend.

The breakthrough came Tues-
daynight following anew twistin
the legislature audit controversy.
Auditor General Michael Jacobs
Tuesday night clarified as incor-
rect a Sunday Times story claim-

ing that an Auditor General’s re--

port named some members of
parliament as having been paid
accommodation andtravel allow-
ances to which they are not en-
titled, The Daily Post reports.
Ratu Finau was one of those
named in the report. As aresult of
the publicity, Ratu Finau resigned

Soldiers ask
for lesser
sentences

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—The five soldiers
found guilty of mutiny Tuesday
pleaded for a lesser sentence.
Their lawyer, Powes Parkop,
told presiding judge Justice Mark

Sevua to take into consideration
that there was no bloodshed in the
action of the five soldiers on July
28inplacing Defence Force com-
mander Brigadier General Leo
Nuiaand LieutenantColonel Carl
Malpo under armed arrest, The
National reported.
Thefive-Major WalterEnuma,
Captain Bola Renagi, Captain
Belden Namah, Lieutenant
Michael David and Second Lieu-
tenant Linus Osoba—were found
guilty of mutiny by the court mar-
tial Monday. They are being held
at Bomana Jail. The judge is ex-
pected to hand down the sen-

tences Thursday.

Monday as Minister for Fijian
Affairs and ALTA, the Agricul-
tural Landlord and Tenants Act.

Prime Minister Rabuka Tues-
day wrote to Ratu Finau accept-
ing his resignation.

When contacted for comment
by The Daily Post Tuesday night
Ratu Finau said the clarification
appeared to have come too late.
However, he said he was glad
something was being done.

Earlier, Radio Fiji reported
Opposition LeaderJai Ram Reddy
saying he believed the Auditor
General had lost control over his
staff.

He alleged the existence of a
clandestine operation where au-
ditreports are authorized, handed
over to a political party and then
leaked to the media.

Meanwhile, Fiji Labour Pany

parliamentary leader Mahendra
Chaudhry has written to Prime
Minister Rabuka calling for an
immediate investigation in to al-
legations of improper and irregular
travel and accommodation claims by
some members of parliament.

The irregularities are contained in
an audit working paper leaked to a
newspaper from the AUdltOI‘
General's Office.

1t showed that 15 MPs claimed
$181,800 ($USI117,600) in
accomadation and travel allowances
which they were not entitled to.

In his letter to Rabuka, Chaudhry
said the revelation had proved to be
quite embarrassing and had se-
verely tarnished the reputation of
parliament.

He suggested the inquiry beheaded
by a person of repute in whom all
politica] parties had confidence.
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Opposition attacks S.1I.
dollar’s devaluation

HONIARA (Pacnews)—
Solomon Islands Opposition has
criticised the 20 percent devalu-
ation of the Solomon Islands
dollar as an irresponsible act
aimed at raising government
revenue at the expense of the
ordinary people.

Opposition shadow minister
for finance Snyder Rini says the
government has acted very irre-
sponsibly in increasing the

" prices of imported goods to

unaffordable levels while local
wages remain static.

Rini says this is grossly in-
sensitive to the ordinary people
who will be seriously affected.
And he says this clearly shows
the government has overlooked
the social impact of the devalu-
ation.

Rini says the massive devalu-
ation will make it extremely ex-
pensive for local businesses to
embark on new capital invest-
ments resulting in a reduction
of the overall output of the coun-
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Local natives erform at the opening ceremony of the Bouga/nw/le Games on the island of Bougainville off
Papua New Guinea Monday. This is the first time the games have been held since 1993, because of nine
years of civil war between Bougainville rebels and Papua New Guinea army troops. Australian and New
Zealand troops are on hand to monitor the recent truce between the warring factions. ae

try. He says while 20 percent
devaluation may assist the
country’s exports drive, it will
definitely encourage exporters
to bank overseas and the
country’s liquidity will not in-
crease. '

The opposition finance spokes-
man says in general, the devalua-
tion is an irresponsible macro-
economic policy of the Alliance
for Change government.

Vanuatu’s
justice chief -
under attack

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—The
leaders of the new Majority Par-
liamentary Group in Vanuatu
claim that Minister of Justice Fa-
ther Waiter Lini is allegedly ma-
nipulating the decisions of the
country’s Judicial Services Com-
mission.

The criticisms come after deci-
sion of the commission to get the
Appeals Court to sit on January 5.

The group which claimstohave
35 members of the 50 member
parliament accused Fr Lini of in-
fluencing the decision delaying
of the holding of the Appeals
Court after it had ealier been set
for December 16 or 17.

It called on him to respect the
independence of the judiciary. The
court is to hear a challenge to the
Supreme Court’s ruling that the
dissolution of parliament was il-
legal.

But an urgent meeting of the
commission late last week,
chaired by Lini, decided to set the
hearing for January 5.

The criticisms were contained
in a statement signed by Willie
Jimmy of the ruling UMP faction
supporting the opposition, Oppo-
sition Leader Donald Kalpokas
of the Vanuaaku Pati and Jeffrey
Lauha of coalition government
partner Melanesian Progressive
Party.

Mystery disease
claims 10 more

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—Another 10 deaths
have been reported from the
unkown epidemic that has hit
some villages in the Telefomin
district of Papua New Guinea’s
West Sepik Province. Earlier re-
ports put 19 people dead and 32in
serious condition, the National
reports.

The Catholic Church diocese
of Vanimo which reported the
deaths has expressed concern
about the government’s appar-
ently slow reaction to the matter,
It says the situation has become a
disaster as nobody has reacted to
reports which reached Vanimo
over a week ago.

West Sepik Administrator Jerry.
Poivi says a medical team will be
flown to the area today to assess
the situation. He says after Thurs-
day they should know what the
disease is and start dispatching
medication and other supplies to
the area.
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Clinton’s promise:

‘Vigorous action’ in 1998

By Terence Hunt
WASHINGTON (AP)——Reflect-
ingonhis fifth year in office, Presi-
dent Ciinton asserted Tuesday it
was “‘abanneryear” for Americans
and rejected the idea he is an inef-
fectual lame duck. He promised a
decision soon on keeping U.S.
troops in Bosnia and said Saddam
Hussein canact “maddeningly stu-
pid.”

In a marathon 90-minute news
conference, Clinton also pointedly
refused to endorse FBI Director
Louis Freeh, widening the gulf be-
tween the: White House and the
bureau. Clinton said there had been
*“too much back and forth” about
Freeh, and “Idon’t want to getinto
it.”

Despite pressure from Republi-
cans, Clintondeclined topromise a
tax cut though the budget deficit is
falling beyond expectations.

While saying he was opposed in
principle to the “marriage pen-
alty,” Clinton said there are “a lot
of tax cuts that might be desirable,
but how would you pay for them?”
He said he might be open to the
idea of tax simplification, but as for
offering tax cuts, Clinton said,
“I’'mnot entirely sure that I will.”

The president countered criti-
cism from former advisers that his
administration is adrift and he is
avoiding risks.

ENTIRE STOCK
CAR SEAT,
INFANT CARRIER

Crime and unemployment are at
their lowest levels in 24 years and
inflation is low, he said. “We had
avery good year,” Clinto said, and
he promised that 1998 “will be a
year of vigorous action on vital
issues.

*"He said he will turn in the com-
ing year to long-range problems:
global climate change, lifelong
education and preserving Social
Security and Medicare.

The president was in an upbeat
mood, inviting questions and ig-
noring attempts by his staff to end
the longest press conference of his

_presidency. But he snapped at a

correspondent who suggested his
recent town hallmeeting in Akron,
Ohio, aboutrace relations was little
more than “presidential Oprah.”

Clinton said criticism was inevi-
table. He said his race initiative ““is
working and I think it is taking
shape and I believe it has got clear
direction.” He suggested its work
might run until the end of his ad-
ministration.’

The president used the occasion
to reveal one of his most closely
held secrets: the name of his 3-
month-old, chocolate Labrador: It
isBuddy, namedaftera great-uncle
who died earlier this year.

Foreign policy questions occu-
pied much of the press conference.

After setting and missing two

President Clinton meets reportrs Tuésda in an end—of—ar ns

conference where he lalked about the Asian finanical crisis and
announced the name of his new puppy, “Buddy.” The news conference
was held at the State Department due to Christmas decorations at the

White House. ap

deadlines for the withdrawal of
American troops from Bosnia,
Clinton said he would announce a
decision soon on whether to keep
U.S. forces there past a scheduled
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pullout in June. The president will
leave Sunday fora Christmas week
visit to Bosnia, and he promised a
decision before he leaves. He is
expected to order another exten-
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sion of the U.S. mission.

“Let me point out that after four
years of the bloodiest war in Eu-
rope since World War I, we've
had 23 months of peace,” the presi-
dent said. He said there had been
significant amount of progress ...
of which the American people can
be justly proud.”

Clinton said he hopes to meet
President Boris Yeltsin in Russia
next year, but will wait until the
Russian parliament ratifics the
START 11 arms control pact.

Amid concern over the turmoil
inAsiaovercurrency rates, Clinton
said that “we may need todomore™
to help stabilize the situation.

But Treasury Secretary Robert
Rubin said later Clinton was not
indicating support for an Interna-
tional Monetary Fund request to
greatly increase financial resources
available for bailouts.

Rubin said the administration
continues to believe that a $90 bil-
lion increase in IMF reserves that
was approved earlier this year
should be sufficient. Clinton said
America’seconomy is healthy but
noted that it depends on healthy
markets worldwide. The growth
inexports amounts to one-third of
the growth in America’seconomy
— and Asia accounts for more
than 40 percent of U.S. sales over-
Scas.
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Swiss set
date on
Marcos’
millions

Imelda Marcos ‘

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP)
— Switzerland has given the

MANILA, Philippines - The Asian
Development Bank on Tuesday ap-
proved loans to boost electric power
distribution in the Philippines, in-
crease the availability of fuel gas in
India and support pension reforms in
Kazakstan.

The Philippines’ power project,
needed to support the country’s eco-
nomic growth, will receive $ 191.4
million from the Manila-based bank.

The country’s electricity require-
ment is expected to increase by 10
percent by 2010, requiring an addi-
tional 22,400 megawatts of electric-
ityand9,702kilometers (6,063 miles)

of additional transmission lines.
The loan is repayable in 20 years,

including afour-year grace period, at
an interest rate to be determined ac-
cordingtothebank’s pool-based vari-
able lending rate system,

The bank’s dlrs 150million loanto
Indiawill help fundadlrs 364 million
project to transport liquefied petro-
leum gas from westermn to northem
regions of the country.

The project will require building a
1,015-kilometer (634-mile) main
pipeline linked to a 156-kilometer
(97.5-mile) feeder line.

The project will cut costs for trans-
porting gas over long distances, im-
prove the reliability of supply and
reduce greenhouse emissions, the
bank said.

RP rebel leader insists on

The loan is payable in 15 years,
including a four-year grace period, at
the variable interest rate.

Kazakstan is receiving a dirs 100
million loan to help reform its pen-
sion system. The plans include shift-
ing from a pay-as-you-go pension
system to a fully funded, defined
contribution system.

Ttwill be the firstphase of aprocess
to create a modem, credible and fi-
nancially sustainable pensionsystem

RP to get ADB loan

which could be a model for other
Central Asian countries, the bank
said.

Kazakstan faced difficulties in
meeting its pension obligations fol-
lowing the break-up of the former
Soviet Union, to which its economy
was closely linked. Many enterprises
went into arrears in wage payments
and pension contributions, resulting
in delays in payments to pensioners,

the bank said.
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New ‘evidence’ on fundraising mess:

DNC funds ‘given’ to firms

By JOHN SOLOMON
WASHINGTON (AP) - In fresh
evidence that fund-raising irregu-
larities date to 1992, congressional
investigators have found bank
records showing that more than
$100,000raised in the name of Bill
Clinton and the Democratic Party
that year was transferred to the
companies of two convicted fund-
raisers.

Much of the money wasraised in
connection with a California fund-
raising event organized by fund-

e

O B
Prior to atte

raisers Nora and Gene Lum one

week before Clinton’s 1992 vie-
lory.

The Oct. 27, 1992, event had the
blessing of Democratic National
Committee Chairman Ron Brown
and was attended by the party trea-
surer, Rep. Bob Matsui of Califomia.
Invitations went outon Clinton-Gore
campaign and DNC letterheads.

Contributors wrote their checks
to the DNC and the money origi-
nally was deposited into a DNC
checking account. But the checks
never were reported to the Federal

nding the taping of an NBC TV Christmas gala in Washington Sunday, President and Mrs. Clinton

Election Commission as required

by law.

Instead, $159,990 was trans-
ferred to two companies owned by
the Lums, according tobank records
obtained by The Associated Press.

The records were discovered
this fall by investigators for the
House Government Reform and
Oversight Committee, which is
investigating whether the fund-
raising abuses in 1996 may have
surfaced earlier in Clinton’s first
campaign for president.

The Justice Department, whose
criminal investigation of political

visited with some “elves,” the children of administration officials and NBC executives. ap

"om B NORTHERN MARIANAS
== § HOUSING CORPORATION

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

'PUBLIC NOTICE

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) Board of Directors, through its
Chairman, Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, and in conjunction with the Department of Veterans
Affairs, is pleased to advise CNMI-descent veterans that the Native American Direct
Loan Program has been extended for another four years by President Clinton.

The interest rate for the program also dropped to 7 1/4%. Eligible veterans may
obtain a loan to construct, purchase or improve a primary residential dwelling

up to a maximum of $120,000.00 for a term of 30 years.

This is the only veteran residential loan program available in the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands. Several CNMI-descent veterans on Saipan and Rota
have constructed their family residences with proceeds from this loan program.
CNMI-descent veterans, who have yet to take advantage of this program, are
encouraged to apply. CNMI-descent veteran who wish to apply are required to
provide copies of their DD-214 and certificates of eligibility. Applicants must be
honorably discharged from military duty.

Interested individuals are urged to contact the NMHC offices on Saipan at 234-7689/
7670/6866/9447, or Tinian at 433-9213 or on Rota at 532-9410 for more information.

NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing agency”

fund-raising has been criticized,
did not learn of the transactions
until after it had sealed a plea bar-
gainearlierthis year with the Lums
for an illegal $50,000 fund-raising
scheme to help Democratic candi-
dates in 1994,

*“Once again our House investi-
gation has uncovered information
that suggests the Justice Depart-
ment is not vigorously pursuing
pertinent witnessesand facts,” Rep.
Dan Burton of Indiana, the com-
mittee chairman, said Monday.

DNCspokesman Steve Langdon
said current party officials had *“no
authoritative information™ aboutthe
Manhattan Beach, California, fund-
raiser, orthe checking account from
which the money was transferred
to the Lums’ companies.

“If presented with authoritative
information about these alleged
contributions, we will review it
and take appropriate action if nec-
essary,” Langdon said.

Matsui said he was asked to at-
tend the fund-raiser, and he did. ‘I
assumed from what I was told that
it was a DNC fund-raiser that was
supposed toraise $50,000,” he said,
adding he assumed the staff would
handle any donations.

Melinda Yee, the Clinton
campaign’s outreach director for
Asian-Americans, said through her
lawyer that the event was “autho-
rized by senior campaign officials.”
Attorney Nancy Luque declined to
identify the campaign officials, but
said that Brown, who was killed in
a 1995 plane crash, “was certainly
aware of the event.”

Yee “assumed someone in the
DNC’s finance division” would
handle the money and was not
aware of how the donations ulti-
mately were spent, Luque said,

A second Clinton aide who at-
tended the event, Maria Haley,
gave a similar account through
her attorney.

The fund-raiser was held by an
outreach group that the Lums and
DNC started called the Democratic
National Committee Asian Pacific

4

American Advisory Council. The
invitations bore a Bill Clinton sig-
nature, and promised donors their
money would benefit the DNC’s
Asian outreach effort.

White House special counsel
Lanny Davis said the signature on
the invitations was not Clinton’s
ownormachine-generated, andthat
aides have been unable to deter-
mine who authorized it.

Yee’s attomey, however, con-
firmed her client sent outone of the
fund-raising invitations in Clinton’s
name with the permission of her
bosses at the campaign.

Burton’s committee has re-
ceivedawrittenoffer fromthe Lums
to testify in exchange for immu-
nity. So far, lawmakers have held
off a deciston.

Senior Justice Department offi-
cials, speaking oncondition of ano-
nymity, said investigators had been
looking into the 1992 fund-raiser
before reaching the plea agreement
with the Lums, but did not locate
the account until after the couple
began cooperating.

That agreement provides the
Lums immunity from prosecution
for any campaign fund-raising
abuses priorto 1997 and any crimi-
nal acts the Justice Department
knew about prior to the agreement
except for tax violations.

The records from Sanwa Bank
show more than $160,000 flowed
into accounts that bore the name
“Democratic National Committee
Asian Pacific Advisory Commit-
tee” in late 1992 and 1993. More
than $100,000 came in just before
or after the Oct. 27 event.

Among the donors and honorees
at the event was Lippo Bank busi-
nessman John Huang, who four
years later would emerge as a cen-
tral player in the Democratic fund-
raising controversy. He gave
d$2,500.

In the weeks that followed, the
records show, several checks total-
ing almost dlrs 159,990 were writ-
ten from the account back to vari-
ous Lum companies.

-

Cuban Maylenis Go

nzales, 22, center, mounts the stairs of the ’church

in El Rincon de San Lazaro, southeast of Havana, Cuba, with the help
of two friends Tuesday. Gonzalez walked to El Rincon on her knees
hoping for a favor from Saint Lazarus. Tens of thousands of people are
making the pilgrimage Tuesday to ask the saint for a miracle or thank

him for a wish fulfilled, ar
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Harkin urges Senate
hearings on child labor

WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen.
Tom Harkin is urging a subcom-
mittee chairman to hold hearings
on child labor in America, citing
an Associated Press series on the
topic.

“Most Americans believe that
abusive child labor only occurs in
AsiaorSouth America,” the Iowa
Democrat said Monday. “Hear-
ings will help tell the story that
this is a problem right here at
home.” :

Harkin, amember of the Senate
Labor subcommittee on employ-

By DAVE SKIDMORE
WASHINGTON (AP) - Caught
between a thriving economy at
home and- fragile financial mar-
kets overseas, Federal Reserve
policy-makers are expected to
play it safe and opt for no change
inshort-term interest rates, econo-
mists say.

Almost universally, analysts who
ventured an opinion expect the
central bank’s monetary policy
panel — the Federal Open Mar-
ket Committee - at its meeting
Tuesday to hold the benchmark
rate on overnight loans between
banks steady at 5.5 percent. Thatis
where it has been since late March.

“Their No. 1 concern is the fall-
out from Asia. They'renotgoing to
move as long as Asian financial
markets remain as fragile as they
are today,” said economist Mark
Zandi of Regional Financial Asso-
ciates in West Chester, Pennsylva-
nia.

- Any increase in U.S. interest
rates would make dollar-denomi-
nated investments more attractive
and thus would further strengthen
analready-strongdollar. Asiancur-
rencies would weaken in compari-
son, adding to the region’s turmoil.

But, if not for Asia, many ana-
lystsbelieve the Fed already would
have sought to cool the U.S.
economy with higherrates. Unem-
ployment in November, at 4.6 per-
cent, was at a 24-year low and the
scarcity of qualified workers pro-
pelled a wage gain of more than 4
percent over the past year. That’s
more than double the 1.8 percent
overall inflation rate for the first 10
months of 1997.

Surging industrial production,
meanwhile, had pushed the operat-
ing rate at factories, mines and
utilities to 83.2, the highest level in
more than two years.

Economist Robert Brusca of
Nikko Securities Co. International
Inc. in New York predicted the Fed
will waituntil eitherof its next two
meetings, on Feb. 3-4or March 31,
before increasing rates.

“The Fed's willing to wait, but
it’s waiting in a very nervous fash-
ion,” he said. “Right now they'rein
the middle of everything unravel-
ing. The smoke will clear during
the first quarter.”

However, for the first time, more
than a few economists are arguing
that the Fed’s next move -cventu-
ally -will be to cut interest rates.

That’s because inflation itself -

ment, formally requested the hear-
ingsinaletterto the panel’s chair-
man, Sen. Mike DeWine, an Ohio
Republican.

Within the past five months,
the AP found 165 children work-
ingillegally in 16 states. A Rutgers
University labor economist who
analyzed workplace and popu-
lation data for the series esti-
mated that 290,200 children
were employed unlawfully last
year. About 59,600 of them
were under age 14 and 13,100
worked in garment sweat-

Fed likely to hold rates steady

as opposed to pressures that could
potentially lead to inflation - has
been exceptionally tame and they
believe it won’ttake much restraint
from overseas to keep it tame.
Prices paid by wholesalers to
producers such as factories and
food-processing plants have ac-
tually fallen this year at a 1.2

> NmMAC IS

shops, defined as factories
with repeated labor violations.

Harkin said abusive child
labor isn’t about teen-agers
who work part time or help
out on the family farm,

“It’s about tens of thousands
of children illegally working,
sometimes in hazardous con-
ditions,” Harkin said. “The
U.S. has been a world leader
inthe fight to end abusive and
exploitative child labor. But
the best way to lead is by ex-
ample.”

percent annual rate through No-
vember. '

“Ultimately, we believe the de-
flationary environment will lead
the Fed to ease policy,” said
economist Bruce Steinberg of
Merrill Lynch. “Those worried
about inflation are fighting the
last war.”

NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION

Ala Jaal, 11, center, watches an older boy work on a body of a gutted
Peugeot in a Gaza auto body shop last Thursday. Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics estimates that at least 18,500 children between the
ages of 12-16 work. ap

EQUAL HOUSING
OPRPORTUNITY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC), through its Chairman, Mr.
Juan S. Tenorio, is soliciting sealed proposals from licensed companies in the Commonwealth, engaged
in providing ground maintenance services. Areas to be maintained include common grounds described
in Proposals Specifications which are available at the NMHC Office, anytime between the hours of
7:30 a.m through 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.

Sealed proposals, in duplicate, will be received until 10:00 a.m., January 16, 1998 at NMHC'’s Office
in Garapan, Saipan, at which time and place all proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. The

Office in Garapan.

3K e R Al i SRS L L s

NMHC hereby notifies all proposers that it will affirmatively ensure that, in any contracts entered into
pursuant to this advertisement, small business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit
proposals and will not be discriminated against on grounds of race, color, religion, sex, handicapped/

A Pre-Proposal Conference will be held on Wednesday, December 18, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. at the Central

disabling conditions, or national origin.

Questions or additional information may be directed to Edith C. Fejeran, Office Manager, at 234-

0447/7689/7670.

NMHC reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject any and all proposals in the best

interest of NMHC.

/sSIMARYLOU S. ADA

Corporate Director

proposal documents shall be signed by the owner or authorized representative of the firm, and shall be
enclosed in an envelope which shall be responsible for the proper placement of its firm’s name, address,
telephone and fax number on the outside of the proposal envelope.
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Popular HK politician to
give up British passport

HONG KONG (AP) - One of
Hong Kong's most outspoken
democrats said Tuesday she is
renouncing British citizenship
in hopes of regaining the leg-
islative seat she lost with the
return to Chinese rule.

“I've decided to give up my
British citizenship because I
want to stand for direct elec-
tion to the Legislative Council
next year,” Emily Lau said at
a news conference.

According to Hong Kong’s
China-written constitution,
which came intoeffectonJuly
1 when China resumed sover-
eignty, 12 of Hong Kong's 60
legislators can hold foreign
passports.

However, 2 new law drawn
up by the post-handover gov-
ernment restricts the 12 for-
eign passport holders to legis-
lative seats picked by profes-
sional and trade groups. Only
20 legislative seats are chosen
by direct, popularelection and
the new law says these must
go to Hong Kong passport

holders.

Pro-democracy politicians,
including Lau, say this restric-
tion is one of several mea-
sures the new government has
taken to make it harder for
them to win office.

I can certainly understand
thatin any national parliament,
any legislature, there are rules
requiring the candidate not to
have foreign citizenship,” Lau
said. She said China allowed
for some exceptions “‘because
they recognized the peculiar
situation that Hong Kong is
in.”

About half a million of
Hong Kong’s 6 million people
have foreign citizenship or
residency rights overseas.

Lau was elected to the local
legislature in 1995. But she
and other democrats lost their
seats when China disbanded
the legislature upon assuming
sovereignty, saying it didn’t
agree with the rules that pro-
duced it.

Chinareplaced it with an ap-
pointed legislature that will
serve until electionsin late May.

POSITION: SURVEYOR

execution of field surveys.

DIVISION OF PUBLIC LANDS
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

LOCATION: DIVISION OF PUBLIC LANDS - SAIPAN

INTRODUCTION & DUTIES: This position is under the
direct supervision of the Chief Planner. Conducts surveys and
retracement of homestead lots and agricultural/grazing lots.
Review maps oof accuracy and directs survey crew in the

SALARY: Beginning salary will depend upon qualification and
experience; from $20,000 to $25,000 per annum.

QUALIFICATION & REQUIREMENT: Must be a college
graduate with an AS degree in engineering or surveying with at
lease three years of related work experience.

INTERESTED PERSONS SHOULD SUBMIT
COMPLETED APPLICATION BY DECEMBER 19, 1997 TO:

Division of Public Lands, DLNR
P.0. Box 10007
As Lito Main Office, Saipan

LUERES

Three woen dressed, in the Western street fashions that are increasingly fashionable among young

Chinese, wait for customers at a booth selling sportswear on a Beijing street on Monday. ap

Blazes flare anew in
Western Australia

By ROHAN SULLIVAN
SYDNEY, Australia (AP) —
Two weeks after forest fires
wreaked havoc on southeastern
Australia, blazes flared in the
west of the country Tuesday,
killing two people, injuring 21
others and scorched thousands
of acres (hectares) of land.

Hundreds of firefighters
battled three massive fires in
Western Australia state that
have destroyed at least three
homes, numerous cars and
bridges, and thousands of sheep.

Authorities said late Tuesday
that the danger had eased as a
weather change brought cooler
conditions and allowed
firefighters to contain the blazes.

Police said an 18-year-old
woman was found early Tues-
day burned to death near her
car, which was caught in mud
along a highway near the town
of Pingelly. ]

She was believed to have been
trying to flee on foot when she
was caught in the flames.

“Her car was intact, not
burned, so we don’t know why

she left it,” said a police spokes-
man, who declined to be named.
The fire scorched an estimated
60,000 acres (25,000 hectares),
killed 10,000 sheep and caused
unknown damage to the region’s
wheat crop.

A volunteer firefighter aged
in his mid-70s died in a hospital
Tuesday after receiving burns
to 80 percent of his body on
Monday while fighting a fire at
Welstead in the state’s south.

A dozen other people were
hospitalized, including an eld-
erly couple, one of whom re-
mained in critical condition.

Other people have been
treated for smoke inhalation and
minor injuries from fires at
Brookton, 90 miles (150 kilo-
meters) south of Perth; Julimar,
55 miles (90 kilometers) north,
and Gnangara, just north of
Perth, state Bushfire Service
spokesman Graham Swift said.

On Dec. 2, forest fires in New
South Wales state, fanned by
dry hot conditions, flared into
infernos,  killing  three
firefighters and destroying 12

homes in Sydney. The fires were
a frightening reminder of three
years ago, when widespread
blazes killed four people and
razed more than 200 homes in
that state.

Australia’s summer, which
began on Dec. 1, is character-
ized by hot and dry conditions
that turn huge forest areas into
tinderboxes. Conditions this
year have been exacerbated by
the El Nino weather pattern in
the Pacific.

Forest fires are also burning
in other parts of Australia, al-
though there were no reports of
damage to homes or loss of life.

In Victoria state, a fire has

defied the efforts of 200
firefighters, including water
bombing attacks from the air,
and scorched 11,000 acres
(4,500 hectares) of the Murray
Sunset National Park.
" In New South Wales, a fire
started by alightning strike more
than two weeks ago in a remote
region southwest of Sydney con-
tinued to burn within contain-
ment lines.

Ap

Bank of Hawaii
THE BANK OF THE PACIFIC™

Repossessed Vehicle for Sale to Highest Bidder to
be Sold AS IS and where is conditioned.

1990 Nissan Pathfinder 4-Door Wagon

Please inquire at the Bank of Hawaii
Garapan Branch, Puerto Rico
Tel. # 322-4220

The Bank reserves the right to refuse any and all Bids.

Report: Foreign
investment in

China up 21%

BELJING (AP) — Foreign invest-
ment in China rose 27 percent in the
first 1 1 monthsof 1997to$ 47 billion,
butpledges of future investment con-
tinued to fall, a newspaper reported
Tuesday.

Commitments fornew investment
fell 27 percent to $ 49 billion, the
China Securities News said, citing
figures from the Ministry of Foreign
Trade and Economic Cooperation.

The report did not give any reason
for the decline. But some compa-
nies have been disappointed at
low profits. In addition, China
has been trying to focus invest-
menton infrastructure, high tech-
nology and less-developed areas
of the country.

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
-Fifteen foreigners were ar-
rested as they attempted to
take a small boat from Indo-
nesia to the Australian terri-
tory of Christmas Island,
police said Tuesday.

Police said nine adults and
two babies from Iraq, along
with four Algerians, were
caught Saturday in waters off
Pelabuhan Ratu, a resort
town about 180 kilometers
(112 miles) south of Jakarta.

All had earlier entered Indo-
nesia illegally from Johor, Ma-
laysia. They were being held at
animmigration centerin Jakarta.

“With a boat powered by a

15 foreigners arrested in
Indonesia on way to islet

38-horsepower engine, they
were leaving to go to Christ-
mas Islind after staying one
night at Pelabuhan Ratu,”
said police Col. Abubakar
Nataprawira.

He said the group told of-
ficials that they had wanted
to go to Australia to find
work.

Christmas Island is about
540 kilometers (335 miles)
south of the Indonesian capi-
tal, Jakarta. '

Inrecent years, Australian
immigration officers there
have detained several boat-
loads of illegal immigrants,
mostly from southern China.
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event to map out a strategy for next year’s polls. ap

No trace of
Japanese . .
divers missing
in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -
There was no sign Tuesday of
five Japanese tourists who van-
ished after they went diving last
week.

About 100 rescuers coritinued
to search waters around Betang
Island near South Sulawesi, about
1,520 kilometers (950 miles)
northeast of the capital, Jakarta.

“We believe that the five are
still alive,” said Taguchi Singo,
the Japanese vice consul in
Jakarta.

He did not say why he thought
so. The tourists, who disappeared
Thursday, were said to be experi-
enced divers.

On Sunday, fishermen rescued
an Indonesian guide who was with
the tourists about 13 kilometers
(eight miles) from the site where
they vanished. The guide, Zubair
Ali, was hospitalized.

Zubair has said the group,
which reportedly included two
married couples, was dragged
away from its boat by strong cur-
rents after coming to the surface
at the end of a dive session.

He said he and the divers tried
to signal to their boat with a lamp
and siren whenthey surfaced. The
crew did not notice.

“I remember one of the Japa-
nese was exhausted and almost
unconscious. But after that, I got
separated fromall five,” Jakarta’s
Kompas newspaper quoted him
as saying.

The missing divers are
Nobuhiko Matsumoto, 53, Reiko
Okubo, 50, Hiroyuki Ishijima, 47,
Mifuyu Kamomiya, 21, and
Michie =~ Yamamoto, 39.
Matsumoto, Okubo and Ishijima
all live in Malaysia, while
Kamomiyahasbeenresiding there
temporarily. 'Yamamoto was par-
ticipating in a tour from Japan.

Cambodia’s opposition Khmer Nation Party leader Sam Rainsy ap-
plauds during their party congress in Phnom Penh Sunday. More than
2.000 cheering members from all over of the country participated in this

In Cambodia

Election may be delayed
but prince can take part

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia
(AP) — Officials raised the pos-
sibility Tuesday of postponing
planned elections from May to
October and did not budge from

stern conditions for deposed co-

prime minister Norodom
Ranariddh to take part.

Prince Ranariddh would be eli-
gible if he first undergoes the trial
demanded by the co-prime minis-
ter who toppled him, Hun Sen,
and is subsequently granted am-
nesty by his father, King Norodom
Sihanouk.

*“A person is no longer a convict
after he is already amnestied, and
he has the right to participate in the
elections,” said Chea Sim, presi-

“dent of the National Assembly.

The prince has been in exile
since Hun Sen smashed his forces
in two days of fighting in the
capital in July, which was fol-
lowed by the reported torture and
execution of 43 of his followers.

Norodom Ranaridah

Hun Sen has said that a score of
politicians who followed
Ranariddh into exile can safely
return, but insists that the prince
be put on trial on allegations of
weapons smuggling and illegally
consorting with hard-line Khmer
Rouge guerrillas.

Sihanouk, who is undergoing
medical treatment in China, said
inhis palace bulletin Monday that

Ranariddh.

Earlier, Chea Sim adjourned a
session of the assembly that was
to decide what date would be best
for the elections, which Hun Sen
has promised to hold next year.

Hun Sen had put forward the
date of May 23, anniversary of
the U.N.-organized polls in 1993
where Ranariddh won the most
votes but was forced into a coali-
tion with Hun Sen, who threat-
ened renewed civil war unless
granted power.

Assembly members and gov-
ernment officials said Tuesday,
however, that a vote could not be
arranged by May. Sar Kheng, a
co-interior minister, said thatJuly
31 or Oct. 18 would work.

Chea Sim asked that a group of
assembly members and govern-
ment officials meet to consider a
date. The assembly is to recon-
vene Wednesday to discuss the
date and pass a final election law.

he would grant amnesty to

IHIS IS TO INFORM ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THAT THE GOVERNOR'S
JTPA OFFICE s soLiciting ONE HuNDRED (100) APPLICANTS FOR THE YOUTH
VACATION EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAM.

GIVEN THE CRITICAL NEED OF ESTABLISHING WORK EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS
EXITING THE SCHOOL SYSTEM, PRIORITY CONSIDERATION WILL BE ACCORDED TO HiGH
ScHooL StupenTs AGes 16 & Up, WHO ARE BELOW THE POVERTY INCOME
GUIDELINE (ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGE).

HOWEVER, DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF LOCAL FUNDING, THE PROGRAM MAY
ACCOMMODATE THOSE STUDENTS WHO ARE CONSIDERED HIGH INCOME (WITHIN THE
SAME AGE RANGE) TO FULFILL THE 100 sLoTs.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 1S FRIDAY, JANUARY 02, 1998. NoO APPLICATION WILL
BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE ESTABLISHED DATE.

ALL STUDENTS ON BLUE TRACK ARE ENCOURAGED TO VISIT THE JTPA OFFICE
LOCATED DIRECTLY ACROSS CUGC, or CONTACT MRs. Gina S. WESLEY OR MR.
MARTIN C. PANGELINAN AT 664-1700/4 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

RESPECTFULLY,

/sl MARTIN C. PANGELINAN
-Deputy Director, JTPA
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China confirms purchase of
S. Africa nuke technology

BEIJING (AP)— Chinacon-
firmed Tuesday that it bought
a plant making sheaths for
nuclear fuel from South Af-

rica but complained that Chi- .

nesc officials carrving out the
deal have been harassed.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Tang Guogqiang defended the
purchase of the facilities as
“purely a normal commercial
act with all formalities in
place.”

Tang acknowledged that
Chinese enterprises bought
“zirconium production facili-
ties™ but gave few other de-
tails of the deal. first reported
Sunday by a Johannesburg
newspaper.

The Sunday Independent
said South Africa’s Atomic
Energy Commission sold a
plant making zirconium tub-
ing used to sheath fuel for
nuclear reactors without in-
forming the government.

The newspaper reported that
immigration officials acting
on a tip discovered 40 Chi-
nese technicians dismantling
the plant at the Pelindaba
nuclear complex near Pretoria.
The Chinese had been work-
ing at the complex since Oc-
tober without proper work per-
mits, the newspaper said.

“The people sent by the rel-
evant companies in China to

South Africatohonorthecon- -

tracts have been subjected to
unwarranted harassment. We
regret that,” Tang told report-
ers at a routine news briefing.
He did not identify the harass-
crs.

The complaint comes at an
awkward time for Pretoria and
Beijing. After a year of bar-
gaining, the two are expected
to open formal diplomatic re-
lations by month’s end, and
South Africa will sever ties
with Taiwan, the island
Beijing claims as arebel prov-
ince.

The revelation of the nuclear
technology deal heightened
South African concerns about
its independent Atomic En-
ergy Commission and high-
lights China’s eagerness to
acquire nuclear technology.

China, an admitted nuclear
power, wants to build up its
civilian nuclear power indus-
try to serve its rapidly grow-
ing, energy-hungry economy.
But Betjing has also been sus-
pected of aiding Pakistan’s
and Iran’s clandestine pro-
grams to build nuclear weap-
ons.

Winning South Africa is a
coup for Beijing in its 48-year
campaign to isolate Taiwan
and deny the island the legiti-
macy conferred by diplomatic

ties. South Africa is the most
influential of the 30 countries
that still recognize Taiwan.

Pretoria has been at pains to
give Taiwan an honorable exit
and secure continued invest-
ment from the island. But
Tang, the Foreign Ministry
spokesman, quashed any
chance that Taiwan will be
allowed to maintain a consu-
late in South Africa.
.China’s insistence that its
diplomatic partners not main-
tain official ties with Taiwan
has been observed worldwide,
Tang said. He added: “The
South African government is
very clear about the Chinese
government’s position.”

In response to reporters’
questions, Tang refused to
give a date for the-formal start
of ties. He noted Foreign Min-
ister Qian Qichen would travel
to South Africa Dec. 28 and a
formal communique would be
issued.

Bagladesh para-military women hold a military parade in Dhaka on
Tuesday, Dec. 16, to celebrate the 26th anniversary of independence.
On this day (Dec. 16, 1971) Bangladesh gained independence from
}?akistan. The nine-month war of liberation claimed nearly three million
ives. ap

e

BEIJING (AP) - China plans
to spend 2 billion yuan ($ 241
million) to set up a national
system to better control and
monitor flooding and drought,
the state-run Xinhua News
Agency said Tuesday.

The system, including a
computer network, telecom-
munications and automatic
forecasting, will give officials
“a quicker and better under-
standing of floods in all parts
of the country,” Xinhua said.

Summer downpours fre-
quently trigger deadly floods
in China, often because cen-
turies of overfarming have
stripped hillsides of vegeta-
tion that would absorb rain
water.

"%&mng/ Lana”
January 8, 1924- December 11, 1997

Predeceased bv:
Husband: Jose Quitugua Lizama

Mother: Anuncia Borja Tudela

Father: Jesys Sablan Tudela
Mother-in-law: Ana Quitugua Lizama
Father-in-law: Antonio Cabrera Lizama
Brother: Francisco Borja Tudela

Survived by Children and Spouses:

(She is additionally survived by 34 grandchildren and 4 greatgrandchildren)

Brothers/Sisters and Their Spouses:

Francisco B. (deceased) and Ana DLG. Tudela
Magdalena T. and Vicenle (deceased) Salas
Raimunda T. and Francisco Palacios

Rufina T. and Victoriano Querubin - Florida
Sabina T. and John (deceased) Pangelinan
Juan B. and Antonia M. Tudela

Rufino B. and Consolacion F. Tudela

Sr. Cecilia B. Tudela, MMB

Brothers and Sisters In Law:

Maria L. and Pacifico Borja (Both Deceased) - Guam
Sr. Antonia Q. Lizama, MMB

Estefania L. and Juan (deceased) Castro - Guam
Vicente Q. and Modesta Lizama - Guam

Remedio Q. Lizama (deceased)
Rosa Q. Lizama (deceased)

at Mount Carmel Cathedral.

Dinner will follow after the 8:00 p.m. rosary.

Rosary is being held nightly at 8:00 p.m. in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral in Chalan Kanoa. Last Respects may be paid on
Monday. December 22, 1997 beqinning at 8:00 a.m. MASS FOR CHRISTIAN BURIAL will be offered on the same day at 4:00
p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral. Burial will follow at the Chalan Kanoa Cemetery.
On Friday, December 19, 1997, the 9th day of rosary, a mass will be offered at 6:00 a.m.

Antonio T. and Beatrice Lizama

Jess T. and Victoria LG. Lizama - Guam
Atty. Juan T. and Mariko S. Lizama
Ramon T. Lizama

Frank T. and Cindy A. Lizama

Vicente T. and Vilma Lizama

Richard T. Lizama

Remy L. and Ben C. Seman

Cecilia L. and James Salvatore - Texas
Dr. Larry T. and Pauline S.A. Lizama - Guam
Rudolfo T. Lizama - Washington
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Esther L. and Nick P. Muna
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Peside Clnton

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a full-
blastdenunciation of SaddamHussein
and his defiance of U.N. weapons
inspectors, PresidentClintonsaid Tues-
daythelIragipresidentis“clevercrazy”
at times and dead wrong in his calcu-
lations that he could divide the allies.

Reaffirming U.S. intentions to

maintain atough worldwide squeeze

on Iraq’s depleted economy despite
a devastating impact on the Iragi
people, Clintonshifted fromadispas-

sionate stance toward a personal at-"

tack. .

He also again raised the threat of
force. “I wouldn’trule anything out,”
Clinton said at a news conference.

Asked if Saddam is simply crazy,
Clinton launched into a damning
description of the Iraqileader, whose
latest defiantmove wasto declare his
palaces off-limits to U.N. weapons
inspectors.

“If he is, he’s clever crazy, on
occasion,” Clinton said, “and then
sometimes he does something that

seems maddeningly stupid.”

That is, Clinton said, Saddam evi-
dently believed he could split the
allies, capitalizing onadesire of some
of them to purchase Iraqi oil to offset
Iraqi debts and on a weariness of
others to maintain sanctions.

“T also think he knew that the suf-
fering of the Iragipeopleis something
which has touched the hearts of the
whole world, and he thought it was a
card he could play,” Clinton said.

As it tumed out, “he was dead

Iraqi defiance can trigger a showdown

wrong on virtually every point,”
Clintonsaid. “ButIdon’tknow that
itwasthedecision of acrazy person.
Ijustthinkhe badly miscalculated.”

To ease the squeeze on the Iraqi
people — there are reports of thou-
sandsofchildrendying of malnutri-
tion—the United States pioneered
an exception to the U.N., embargo.
It permits Iraq to sell-$2.14 billion
worth of petroleum every six
months, provided the proceeds are
used for food and medicine.

Butler denied

access

to Saddam’s palaces

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - The chief
U.N.weaponsinspectorleftIraqTues-
day after failing to persuade Saddam
Husseintcopenhispalacestoasearch
for secret weapons.

Richard Butler flew to Bahrain en
route back to New York, where he
willreporttothe U.N. Security Coun-
cil on Thursday on the outcome of
two days of largely disappointing
tatks.

Asked if Saddam’s intransigence
will trigger another crisis with the
United Nations, inspections spokes-
man Alan Dacey said “I think no. As
of Thursday, it is going to be in the
Security Council’s hands to decide.”

Butlerannounced Monday thatIraq
had again refused U.N. demands for
full access for its inspectors, who are
charged with ensuring that Iraq has
destroyed or is dismantling its weap-
ons of mass destruction, including
chemical and biological weapons.

Tuesday, the inspectors drove out
of their headquarters in a six-car con-
voy to continue inspections, but only
at sites that Iraq has kept open.

. The United Nations says access 1o
the palacesiscrucial because Saddam
may be hiding weapons there. Iraq
denies that and says the 40-odd pal-
aces designated off-limits are sym-
bols of national sovereignty that can
never be subjected to outside scru-
tiny.

In the standoff, Iraq has much to
lose: Unless the U.N. inspectors are

5,

Richard Butler

satisfied that their job is over, they
will not recommend the lifting of
crippling U.N. economic sanctions
on Iraq imposed after its 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait.

Dacey said Butler’s mission was
not a complete failure.

“There was some success in it.
There was a lot of progress although
it was not as much as we wanted, but
we must report that there was some
progress made,” he said, without
elaborating.

On Monday, Butler reported
‘progress in gaining access to an un-
specified number of other sensitive
sites.

However, he and Dacey said the
talks yielded no significantresults on
biological weapons.

The talks were Butler’s first with
the Tragis since Saddam triggered a

Chief U.N. weapns inspector Richard Butler Tuesday, Dec. 16, 1997, leaves the al-Canal hotel in Baghdad

three-week standoff by expelling -

Saddam Hussein

American members of weapons in-
spections team last month. Butler
then withdrew the remaining inspec-
tors in protest, in a confrontation that
had the United States bolstering its
military presence in the Persian Gulf.

All of them, however, returned
Nov.21 following aRussia-brokered
agreement.

U.N. officials have described the
biclogical weapons program as the
most difficult of Iraq’s arms pro-
grams to inspect.

Butler has said that previous Iragi
information on its biological weap-
ons was insufficient and unsatisfac-
tory.

“Inthe biological area,Jamsorryto
say, Iraq said they have destroyed
everything,” Butler said Monday.
*That is not quite what our informa-
tion says... so we do have a problem
here.”

andgets in his car heading to Habania airport after his five-day mission in Baghdad aiming at solving the crisis

between Iraq and U.N. ap
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
guessing game’s over. President
Clinton has named his new puppy
Buddy.

Discarded were public sugges-

tions that played off his native land
(Barkansas, Ark-n-paws) or
complemented Socks, the Clinton
family cat (Shoes, Boots). Instead,
Clinton went with the sentimen-
tal, naming the newly adopted
4-month-old chocolate Labra-
dor retriever after a favorite
great-uncle.

“Mostly, it’s a personal
thing,™ Clinton explained at a
news conference Tuesday,
where he announced the much-
speculated-about decision.

Besides, he added, "It was the
name ... (the dog) responded
best to of all the names we tried
out on him.”

Henry Oren “Buddy”
Grisham, whodied inJune, was
not only a companion and fa-
ther figure for young Billy
Clinton, but a dog trainer for
more than 50years, Clinton said.
“When 1 was a child growing
up. we talked about ... (dogs) a
lot,” he recalled.

After much teasing by White
House officials and furious
guessing among the news me-
dia, the president disclosed the
dog’s name after being asked
about two former confidants —
George Stephanopoulos and
Dick Morris — who recently
labeled Clinton “asleep” and a
“lame duck.” respectively.

“President Truman said if you

~want a friend in Washington,
you need to get a dog,” Clinton
said.

It appeared he was getting an
obedient pal, as well. “Sit!" the

President Clinton
has a new Buddy

commander in chief ordered as
he briefly introduced the dog to
reporters in the Rose Garden.
Buddy, formerly known-as
Teddy, promptly complied and

was rewarded with a biscuit
before deciding instead to
munch on the lawn.

“Don’t eat that; you just had
lunch,” Clinton scolded.

The name finally decided,
Clinton and his wife and daugh-
ter were next turning to the task
of reconciling Buddy and
Socks, who recently climbed
Clinton’s back and perched on

his shoulder in order to escape
the frisky canine interloper.

“I’mtrying to work that out,”
Clinton said of the frosty dog-
cat relations. “It’s going to take
a while. It's kind of like peace
in Ireland or the Middle East.”

Aides described the house-
broken male puppy as already
an Oval Office regular, with
Clinton himself walking the
puppy back and forth between
the mansion and its West Wing.
The dog sleeps in the upstairs
family quarters and also has a
littte doggie house in the

kitchen, Clinton said.

One aide expressed amuse-
ment that daily Secret Service
“movement logs,” which nor-
mally record quiet momings for
the president, have this week
showna flurry of odd-hour trips
to the back lawn.

Clinton chuckled that he’s

finding the pup nearly a full-
time job: “I get up in the morn-
ing and talk him for a walk. ...
And then I give him breakfast,
then we go for another walk.
And then he has lunch and goes
for another walk.”

A year after, Peruvians
remember hostage crisis

By DAVID KOOP
LIMA, Peru (AP) -A small cross
marking the grave of rebel leader
Nestor Cerpa stands alone in a dusty
comer of a shantytown cemetery on
the outskirts of Lima. A tin can of
dead flowers sits atop it.

A year ago on Dec. 17, Cerpa and
a band of leftist rebels stunned the
world when they stormed a diplo-
matic cocktail party at the Japanese
ambassador’s mansion, taking hos-
tage hundreds of guests.

He and 13 other Tupac Amaru
rebelsdiedinahailof bullets 126days
later as military commandos freed
the last 72 hostages in a dramatic
rescue broadcast around the world.
Two commandosalsodiedinthe raid
and one hostage died on the way toa
hospital.

Now Cerpa’s body lies in a poor
man’s grave on a bleak hillside in the
shantyownof VillaMariadel Triunfo,
largely forgotten along with his dead
comrades.

Most Peruvians want to see the
hostage crisis as the denouement of
the bloody war against leftist guerril-
las, which has taken 30,000 lives
since 1980. They see little to com-
memorate.

“Peruvians don’t want to remem-
ber the hostage crisis. They appear to
want to tum the page on an ugly
chapteroftheir history,”said Giovana
Penaflor, director of the independent
polling company Imasen.

The most visible reminder of the
hostage crisis - the Japanese
ambassador’s mansion in the posh
Lima district of San Isidro -was de-
molished in October. No shrine or
plaque was put up to mark the spot.
Behind a high concrete wall, there is
only a dirt field.

Last week, President Alberto
Fujimori was the proud host of a

military training reenactment of the
bloody rescue raid — complet with
explosions and khaki-clad soldiers
storming a replica of the residence.
Public reaction was muted.

The Rev. Juan Julio Wicht, the
RomanCatholic priest whobecamea
hero for volunteering to remain with

the captives, criticized the
government’s boasting over the
success of the hostage rescue.

“This military triumphalism
with respect to Peru’s serious in-
ternal problems does nothelpcre-
ate a culture of peace,” Wicht
said.

Marcos Rojas tends to the grave of his brother, Roli Rojas, in the L/ma
shantytown of Vitarte on Tuesday. Roli F?o;as was the second-in-
command of the Tupac Amaru rebels who stormed the Japanese
ambassador’s mansion a year ago on Wednesday taking 72 hostages
for four months until military commandos raided the residence freeing
the hostages and killing all 14 rebels. ap

Guam .

Continued from page 1

most of the island’s 135,000 resi-
dents without clectricity, a
governor’s spokesman said. It
could be weeks before full ser-
vice is restored and officials were
working to clear live wires from
roadways.

Only one-third of the island’s
homes have water service. but
residents were advised to boil it
before drinking.

A Japanese tourist suffered o
fractured skull after being hit
by flying debris and a woman
had her fingers amputated
when a wind-blown car door
slammed on her hand, said
Tyrone Taitano, the Guam
Memorial Hospital adminis-
trator.

Several people were injured
by collapsing homes, Civil
Defense officials said.

The American Red Cross
said at least 1,200 people were
in shelters.

The organization planned to
send hundreds of volunteers
to assist in the recovery ef-
fort, organization spokes-
woman Shannon Murphy said.

Ben Mesa Jr., 32, and his
wife, Mary, came home from

their shelter Wednesday morn-
ing to find their three-bedroom
house gone.

“It’s just a total loss,” Ben
Mesa said. "It may just be a
wood-and-tin home, but it was
our house and now we’ve lost
everything.”

Paka is the first typhoon to
directly hit the island since
Omar in 1992, said Arnel
Nieva of KGUM radio.

“We got the brunt end of
this thing.” Nieva said
Wednesday morning.

The FPederal Emergency
Management Agency said doz-
ens of hotel guests in the
Tumon resort area were cut by

flying glass. Shore roads were

under 2 fect of water after seas
surged to 35 feet. Most other
roads were impassable be-
cause of debris, including roof
shingles.

Hospital officials said low
barometric pressure from the
storm induced at least nine
women to give birth.

The airport was closed and
the U.S. Air Force scrambled
its planes to South Korea and
Japan. The Navy moved its
ships out to sea, said Lt. Col.
Kevin Krejcarek, based in
Honolulu with the U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet. '

Governor .

Continued from page 1

sources said.

The governor earlier warned
that the CNMI government will
soon run out of money.

He then blamed the Legislature
forpassing billsthathave reduced
the government’s revenues while
at the same time making it diffi-
cult for new investments to come
in.

Among the legislation thathave
negatively affected the CNMVP's
revenue efforts, Tenorio cited in
particular Public Law 10-44,
which imposes new requirements
on foreign investors who want to
do business in the CNML.

Tenorio vetoed the measure, but
both houses of the Legislature
succeeded in mustering the re-
quired 2/3 majority votes for an
override.

In addition, Tenorio said, the
Legislature is set to grant the Pub-
lic School System an increase of
$10 miilion in its budget, on top
of the judiciary’s and the North-
em Marianas College’s own re-
quests for more funding, as well
as the retroactive pay hike the
Senate wants passed.

Members of the Legislature,
however, downplayed the effect

of P.L. 10-44 and the tax rebate
bill, saying that both will have no
marked impact on the economy.

They said it is the outgoing ad-
ministration that should be blamed
if the government is indeed in a
“financial mess.”

Acting Finance Secretary
Dolores S. Guerrero earlier said
that the budgets for the executive

departments should be reduced
by some 25 percent to produce a
balanced fiscal year 1998 budget
that can pay for all the proposed
increased spending.

With the FY 1998 budget bill still
inthe Legislature, the CNMI govern-
mentisoperating basedonFY 1997’s
$247 million budget since the end of
FY 1997 last Sept. 30.

Bellas

Continued from page 1

distribute Hillblom’s assets:

«If there is only one qualified
claimant or one passes the DNA
test, that child shall be paid 25%
while 75% goes to the Trust.

oIf there are twoqualified claim-
ants, the kids will get 50% to be
dividedequally among them. The
Trust will receive the remaining
50%.

«If there are three or more quali-
fied kids, the children shall split
equally the 60% while 40% goes
to the Trust.

The assets shalf be subject to taxes.

Under the agreement, if one of
Hillblom's alleged son, Junior Larry
Hillbroom, passes the DNA test, he
shall have the right to exercise an
option to purchase any portion of
the shares of Bank of Saipan
owned by the estate.

Hillbroom, son of Kaelani

Kinney from Palau, was the first
alleged son to surface and file
heirship and paternity claims
against the estate.

The other kids are Vo Minh Tan
and Nguyen Be Lory from Vietnam
and Jeilian Cuartero, Mercedita
Feliciano, Honeylyn Nonan,
Alexandra Nonan and Jeril Nonan,
all from the Philippines.

Eachqualified heir claimants shall
have an option to purchase all of the
stocks of UMDADEUX (compiny)
owned by the estate, according tothe
agreement.

Bellas said any heirship claim to
the estate not filed as of Aug. 3, 1997
is barred as untimely.

Hillblom, co-founderof DHL, died
during a seaplane crashoff Anatahan
waters on May 21, 1995, His body
was never recovered. A probate was
opened inthe SuperiorCourttodeter-
mine on how to distribute the assets.
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Employment Wanted

i

“Job Vacancy
Announcement

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIRER)-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 BARBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: LUIS C. BENAVENTE dba
Benavente Barbershop Tel. 233-
5847(12/18)Th24867

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: LI QUN CORPORATION Tel.
288-0548(12/18)Th24868

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

01 SEAMSTRESS-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES dba
Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-6533(12/
18)Th24869

05 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
05 MASONS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: BRIAN P. REYES dba BPR
Professional Services Tel. 234-9127(12/
18)Th24870

01 HAIR STYLIST (BEAUTICIAN)-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: CHARM, INC. dba Venus
Beauty Salon Tel. 233-9391(12/
18)Th24871

01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 DRAFTSMAN-Salary: $5.80 per hour
04 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: JESSIE A. ARIZALA dba Sys-
tems Services Co. Tel. 234-5334(12/
18)Th24873

01 PLUMBING-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER (BUILD-

- ING)-Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: ANTONIA V. TAITANO dba
MAAC Enterprises Tel. 235-7602(12/
18)Th24874

01AIRCON TECHNICIAN-Salary: $3.05
per hour

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: JUAN B. CEPEDA dba JBC
Aircon/Refrigeration Shop Tel. 235-
5826(12/18)Th24875

05 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Satary: $3.05 per hour

50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

05 CUTTER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

05 (PACKER) HAND PACKAGER-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

05 PRESSER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: MIRAGE (SAIPAN) CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-3481(12/18)Th24878

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.95-6.25
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN BUS & TRANSPOR-
TATION COMPANY Tel. 322-3995(12/
24)Th69871

01 WOODCARVER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MR. RODRIGO M. CAPATI
dba Saipan Woodcraft Tel. 235-
5607(12/24)Th24948 .

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$650.00-800.00 per month
Contact: KWEK'S ENTERPRISES
SAIPAN INC. Tel. 234-7243(12/
24)Th24949

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: UNIVERSAL ELECTRIC COR-
PORATION Tel. 235-4556(12/
24)Th24932

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.35 per hour
02 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.35
per hour

Contact: CAMACHO INVESTMENT
CORPORATION dba Summer Holiday
Hotel Tel. 234- 3182(12/24)Th24930

01 ELECTRONIC MECH.-Salary:
$750.00 per month

Contact: L & W AMUSEMENT CORP.
Tel. 234-8864(12/18)Th24858

01 PARALEGAL-Satary: $3,000.00 per
month

Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION,
INC. Tel. 234-3600(12/18)Th 69744

01 H.E. OPERATOR-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: KIM, SANG CHUL dba K.P.S.
Corp. Tel. 233-1632(12/18)Th24859

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary: $650.00 per
month

Contact: TEODOSIA V. DAVIS dba
Arabella’s Beauty & Dress Shop (12/
18)Th24860

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: YANG HIN BUYING & TRADE
INFORMATION SERVICE COMPANY
Tel. 235-2421(12/18)Th24861

01 LANDSCAPER-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: ROY E. ALEXANDER dba
Alexander Real Estate Co./Alexander
Drilling Tel. 234-5117(12/18)Th24862

01 FILM COORDINATOR-Salary:
$1,500.00 per month

01 INSTRUCTOR, SCUBA DIVING-
Salary: $7.94 per hour

Contact: MARINE TECH (SAIPAN) INC.
dba S2 Club Tel. 322-5079(12/
18)Th24863

01 INSTRUCTOR, SCUBA DIVING-
Salary: $2,940.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $6.00 per
hour

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $6.00 per
hour

02 TOURIST INFO. ASST. CLERK-Sal-
ary: $5.50 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(12/18)Th24864

01 SURVEY AIDE-Salary: $3.10 per
hour

Contact: CANDIDO I. CASTRO dba
Castro & Associates Tel. 235-7410(12/
18)Th24865

01 DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Salary:
$800.00 per month

Contact: MARIANAS VISITORS DE-
VELOPMENT, INC. dba Squall Tel. 233-
4480(12/18)Th24866

1 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

05 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

50 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

05 CUTTER, HAND-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

05 (PACKER)-HAND PACKAGER-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

05 PRESSER (HAND)-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: COMMONWEALTH GAR-
MENT MFG., INC. Tel. 234-3481(12/
18)Th24879

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: PIER WAVE ENT.,, INC. dba
Pier Wave Shop Tel. 233-0892(12/
18)Th24880

09 MASON-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: REMEDIO S./DANIEL S.
BUNIAG dba Marfran Enterprises Tel.
322-0414(12/18)Th24881

01 OPERATION MANAGER-Salary:
$1,800.00 per month

Contact: MICRONESIAN GARMENT
MFG., INC. Tel. 235-7120(12/
18)Th24882

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER/
SUPERVISOR-Salary: $10.00-12.00
per hour

Contact: DOKO SAIPAN, INC. Tel. 234-
1301(12/18)Th24883

01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Salary:
$3.05-5.20 per hour

Contact: TASI TOURS & TRANSPOR-
TATION INC. Tel. 235-9373(12/
18)Th69739

02 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS-Sal-
ary: $3.05-3.50 per hour

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:
$2,000.00-3,000.00 per month
Contact: RODOLFO DV. DELA CRUZ
dba RDC Construction Tel. 235-
7849(12/18)24884

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: WALVO ENTERPRISES
CORP. dba East Ocean Restaurant Tel.
234-3859(12/18)Th24876

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $700.00-
1,000.00 per month

Contact: RAINBOW CORP. dba Lim's
Office Tel. 234-654(12/18)Th24877

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

Contact: SANG YOUNG CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-7200(12/24) Th24950

01 ADM. ASSISTANT-Salary:$700.00
per month

Contact: M & H ENTERPRISES dba
Marcelo A. Acera Tel. 235-0680(12/
24)Th24952

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MARCELO & HELEN A.
ACERA dba M & H Ent. Tel. 235-
0680(12/24)Th24951

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

04 COMMERCIAL CLEANERS-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MIDWEST TRADING CORPO-
RATION Tel. 235-8752(12/24)Th24936

01 WELDER, COMBINATION-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 AUTOMOBILE-BODY REPAIRER-
Salary:$3.05.per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SANKO TRANSPOR-
TATION, INC. Tel. 235-7621(12/
24)Th24931

01 LANDSCAPE GARDENER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE WORKER-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN LAULAU DEVELOP-
MENT, INC. dba LaolLao Bay Golf Re-
sort Tel. 256-6000(12/24)Th69848

01 CHIEF COOK-Salary:$3.75-5.70 per
hour

01 ASSISTANT CHEF-Salary:$3.50-
4.35 per hour

05 COOK-Salary:$3.25-4.45 per hour
03 JANITOR-Salary:$3.05-4.17 perhour
01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.25-4.17 per hour
01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05-4.17
per hour

01 RESTAURANT WAITRESS-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.17 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Saipan
Tel. 234-6412(12/24)Th69847

02 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,030.32-3,812.67 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,350.00 per
month

Contact: Y.O. SAIPAN CORPORATION
dba Okadaya Tel. 234-8422(12/
24)Th24944

03 BAKER HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: ESCOLASTICA T. CABRERA
dba Esco's Bake House/Market Tel. 322-
9993(12/24)Th24943

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: GLOBAL TRADERS, INCOR-
PORATED Tel. 234-7415(12/
24)Th24939

01 HOUSEKEEPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: TAPA BAR INC. dba Sun Pal-
ace Hotel Tel. 234-6639(12/24)Th24938

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,000.00-
1,500.00 per month

Contact: CONWOOD PRODUCTS,
INC. Tel. 235-3501(12/31)W67220

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$4.50 per
hour

01 INSURANCE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

Contact: OCEANIA INSURANCE COR-
PORATION Tel. 234-8321(12/
31)Th25008

Classified Ads
FIRST

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER BUILD-
ING-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: DIEGO'S MART, INC. Tel. 234-
6153(12/31)Th67226

PACIFIC A
GALLERIE

20% December Discount Coupon

To Shop and Save, Show this Christmas Coupon
Gallerie Pacifica

Locaied 2nd Floor above American Dive Shop on Howel Street in Ganapan

Visa, MasterCard, American ExEress. JCB

LOCAL HIRE
installer / Helper
Salary: $3.50/hr.
Carpet Masters

APARTMENT FOR SALE
total fixed pnce

momhly income $8,000
16 units apartment & 3 commerqal stores -fully
occupied
12 years lease remaining

Call Day 234-1233 « _Eve 288-2222

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio Type-$370/month, utility excluded
1 Bedroom-$550/month, ulility included
Furnished, in Koblerville

Quiet, single or ¢ouple only
Day- 234-1233 « Eve-288-2222

HELP WANTED
ACCOUNTANT-
Must understand all aspects of Computerized software for
GL, AR, AP, prefesably MAS30. Must be energetic and

able to sofve problems independently. Local hire preferted.
Salary depends on experience. Contact 256-0292.
Resume to PPP 361.

[LEAVING ISLAND SALE

" 1988 MAZDA 323$2,950 :
4 door sedan a1r condmonmg, good condltlon

“King Size Bed & Frame $300 ;
" Canon Fax-Machine & Phone $200 ‘
Chlld s Oak Desk $50

Tel.: 235-5547/5548

3 ~ Air Conditioners
Panasonic 12,000 BTU $250

-Panasomc 14, 000 BTU $350:°
' Camer 24 000 BTU $450

Call D ', vid or Carmen 322-7699

LOST PASSPORT

The passport of U JING SHU was

lost in Garapan area.
If found please call at 322-4848.
Passport # 1217947
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

D 1997 by HEA. Ine

THEY SAY UNEMALOYIENT 1S
LOWER THAN TS BEER (U <EARS

. BEEN GOOD OR BAD ALL YEAR

SANTA KNOWS WHETHER YOU'VE

POES HE GIVE POINTS FOR
BEING' INGRATIATING ?

READ TONIGHT 7

WELL, WHAT SHALL WE g

* GONE WITH THE BEAGLE,"
“THE MALTESE BEAGLE,"
OR “SNOW WHITE AND
_ THE SEVEN BEAGLES"7?

s

~
¥
~
(83

aut ‘gieanuAG ImEEd pal

[ WE NEVER GET PAST THE
A THIRD BEAGLE ..

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

By Stella Wilder

Born today, you are not always
the most likable individual born
under your sign, but no one can
deny that you are a force to be
reckoned with in your chosen ca-
reer. Even those who are most
critical of you hold you in high
esteem for all that you are capable
of doing. You have tremendous
talent and remarkable drive thatis
not likely to be matched very of-
ten. Once you decide to do some-
thing, you do it— no matter what
it means to your personal life.
This is one reason friends and
loved ones find you so difficult at
times; you don'talways make time
for them.

What is misleading about you,
however, is that despite what ap-
pears 1o be a eruff, self-centered,
and even obsessive externor, you
are quite soft and sensitive under-
neath. In this way, youresemble a
Cancer native and many
Cancerians may prove to be your
closest friends.

Alsobornonthisdateare: Ty
Cobb, baseball player; Joseph
Grimaldi, singer, dancer, acro-
bat, clown; Ramsey Clark,
former attorney general; Ossie
Davis, actor; Leonard Maltin,
film critic; Keith Richards,
musician; Steven Spiclberg, di-
rector and producer.

To see what is in store {or you

tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your
daily guide.

FRIDAY, DEC. 19

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — A little ingenuity on
your parttoday cankeep you from
fallingintoatrap thathas been set
by someone quite unintentionally.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — Your faulty sense of self
may have kept you from making
the right decisions in the past, but
today you’ll know for sure just
what to do.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb.18)
— A look at the big picture is
appropriate today. Once you be-
gin filling in the details, you can
reap profit from almostevery situ-
ation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— Take the time to concentrate
on issues brought to you by
younger people who have decided
that you're the one to provide
guidance.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— Youneedn’tfeelinsecure about
your place at work; you're not
likely to get anything but praise
and support for yourefforts at this
time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— A game of follow the leader at
the workplace may result in some
unnecessary confusion. You must

be willingtoassert your individu-
ality.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You mustn’t neglect details
today. Focus on discipline and
doing thingsinaway whichbreeds
a healthy attitude both at hame
and at work.

CANCER (June 21- July 22)
— You will discover that you
have much incommon with some-
one who may haye had to weather
a good deal of unnecessary criti-
cism recently.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — It
may take you longer than usual
today to do the things that have
been accomplished with ease in
the past. Internal rhythms are
changing.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
You are likely to enjoy working
in anew way today, provided you
are able to choose what your pri-
mary goals really are.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Take care that you don’t cross a
co-worker who is in a position to
threaten anything you've been
working toward. Be friendly and
amenable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— You may feel as though you
don’t have enough time to do the
things you’ve promised. You can
complete two things at once if
you're careful.

Copyright 1997, United Feature Syndu ate, Inc,

A nanosecond is one-billionth of a
second; a yoctosecond is one septil-
lionth of a second.

A water heater blanket can save up
to 10 percent of the energy a water
heater uses.

Some insects can live for up to a
year with a severed head.

Ice is about as hard as concrete.

A dog’s ear has 17 muscles.

The monetary unit of Uzbekistan is
the sum.

In 1910 each American citizen’s
share of the national debt was about
$12; in 1994 it was $18,026.

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS St. -
40 N.Y. time Answer to Previous Puzzle
1 — Grounds 42 Mr. Geller
(former N.Y. j‘é %‘h’ tG"e’ SIHARBI|O|S|[CIMI I {R]A
Stadium) at man
5 Singer Ed — 48 Friendly S[O[BEUINIDJOBRA|LIAIN
9 Weaken 50 Siskel and — TWLISITISIRLIEINIRIMIK
12 Extraordinary gi Enthusmstlc DIEISIMC|OXERSIPIA
thing nemy GO[EREINORIRTIE
13 Channel 55 Sun god
marker 57 *I, Robot” EILIDMHIOINEICIHIAIS|E
14 Sea god author Ri I BRIEP|T|I|LIEMEO|A
15 T?ylor of “I'll g; g.OOO Ibs. MIOINIEIY BB AINT | S|UIR
Fly Away” oon :
17 Tin symbol 64 — AISERM | INIRL|I[PIS
18 Pension-plan contendere FIOIGIMS|ANIEP|O|D
inits. 65 Levelllof O/PHDIO|GEHI[O|BIN|OIB
19 Foolish talk excellence UIRISIAIINIE|AIRIMEIWIE
21 Diplomat - (abbr.)
23 “Darling” 66 Oscar winner RIYIAINBMAD| I {TERYIEIA
Oscar winner Sorvino 4-17 © 1997 United Feature Syndicate
27 Selenium 67 Ms. Verdon
symbol 6 Greek letter 16 —, Bahamas
28 Merits DOWN 7 Dawn 20 —tobea
29 “Tic — goddess king
Dough” 1 — favor 8 “Auld Lang 22 Nova Scotia
31 Kin to ump? 2 Individual —r {abbr.)
34 Niven ID 3 Ship's 9 Sharon Stone 23 Yield
35 Took a chair joumey film 24 — Christian
37 — Aviv 4 Beginnings 10 Flight prefix Andersen
39 Richmond's 5 Sternward 11 Appeal 25 Redford ID
26 Dine
T ]2 |3 |4 5 |6 [7 |8 g [10 |11 30 Judas tree
32 — Knievel
12 13 14 33 Ms. Dunaway
36 —lala
18 38 Putting
aboard
22 41 Storybook
closer
27 (2 wds.)
43 “— — Big
37132 |33 Girl Now”
45 Antimony.:
38 3 symbol
47 Teutonic deity
45 49 Former wife
of Donald
Trump
50 Salamanders
51 “Das —"
50 151 52 53 52 Trolley
54 55 |56 57 58 [59 |60 gg gﬁc&gug?;%g
59 Corrida cheer
61 62 63 64 60 Max —
Sydow
65 66 67 63 Alternative
word
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Brown can help Padres

By Bernie Wilson
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Even be-
fore they traded for Kevin Brown,
1998 was shaping uptobe a criti-
cal season for the San Diego Pa-
dres.

The addition of the ace right-
hander instantly makes the Pa-
dres contenders for the NL West
title. They won the division in
1996, but fell to last place in 1997
mostly because the pitching staff
underachieved.

Beyond that, it gives the Padres
one more question for the follow-
ingseason. Brown, acquired Mon-
day from the World Series cham-
pion Florida Marlins for three
prospects, will cost the Padres
$4.8 million in '98, then be eli-
gible for free agency.

The contracts of three core play-
ers are up. after 1998 — third
baseman Ken Caminiti, the NL
MVP and athree-time Gold Glove
winner; star center fielder Steve
Finley; and first baseman Wally

Joyner.

And clouding the Padres’ fu-
ture is the issue of anew ballpark.
Voters are expected to be asked
sometime next year whether
they'll help finance a new home
forthe Padres. They currently play
inbaseball-unfriendly Qualcomm
Stadium, expanded to seat 71,600
in a controversial deal to keep the
NFL’s Chargers in town through
2020:

The Padres say they’ve lost $41
million the last three seasons, and
a new. ballpark would provide
more revenue.

They hope acquiring Brown
helps bring back a winning record
at a crucial time.

“Ithink it does send a message,
not unlike the message we have
sent before,” Padres president
Larry Lucchino said Tuesday.
“And that’s that (owner) John
Moores and I and the entire orga-
nization are committed to winand
field a team worthy of the fans’

support. Thope people have heard
that message before, and hope
they give iteven greater credence
now.”

Star hitter Tony Gwynn knows
the questions will come up about
keeping Brown and the core posi-
tion players past 1998.

“Right now we need to win.
That’s all we can be concerned
with,” Gwynn said. “This year is
so important to us as far as being
in the hunt and winning it. We’ve
got to be in it and competitive
right from jump street.”

General manager Kevin Tow-
erssaid it’s tough to answer those
questions until the seasonunfolds.

“Yes, it’s important to win,”
Towerssaid. “It’s alittle biteasier
to extend your players when you
do win. It would be awfully diffi-
cult with a player payroll in the
mid-40s if you don’t win.”

With the addition of Brown,
the Padres have already commit-
ted nearly $38.8 million to 14

e

’ MIAMI(AP)—Utah’sbackcomt
ofJohn StocktonandJeffHomacek
sparked a 10-0 run to start the sec-
ond half as the Jazz beat the Miami

103-95 on Tuesday night.

Utah entered the game with a
three-game road losing streak, but
had not lost at the Miami Arena
since Nov. 19, 1991,

Karl Malone scored 29 points for
the Jazz, but it was Stockton and
Homacek that led the third-quarter

‘Heat for the seventh straight time, -

eezes

Vsurge Homacek ﬁmshed thh 18

points and Stockton had 14.
The Heat, which lost to a West-
ern Conference team for the first

time in five games this season,

were led by Tim Hardaway’s 21
points.

Miami cut Utah’s 17-point lead
to 'seven with 4:20 to go on five
straight points by Voshon Lenard,
but got no closer.

Miami was plagued by bad foul-
throwing shooting throughout the

Heat

game, converting only 23 of 34.
The Heat, however, went 10-
for-25 on 3-pointers while Utah
was 0-for-7.
Utah took the lead 53-51 on
two free throws by Stockton

justbefore the end of the second
quarter.

Malone after making only two
of his first seven shots, hit three
straight baskets, including a
meoenster dunk following a steal,
late in the second quarter,

Steelers .

Continued from page 24

pound defensive end Kevin Henry’s
unlikely pickoff of a Drew Bledsoe
pass to set up the tying touchdown
and 2-point conversion Saturday in
New England.

In Pittsburgh, they’re comparing
the play to Harris’ miracle touch-
down catch to beat Oakland in the
1972 playoffs. In Boston, they’re
comparingittoRed Sox firstbaseman
Bill Buckner’s muffed ground ball in
the 1986 World Series.

«The SteelershavematchedanNFL
record with three overtime victories,
two in the last three weeks.

«Theybeattwolosing-recordteams,

Indianapolis and Arizona, only be-
causekickersmissed makeable game-
winning field goal attempts late inthe
fourth quarter.

**One thing you can say about this
team: We'refighters,” defensive back
Camell Lake said. *“We’ll fight you
down to the last second.”

Still, there are concemns as the
Steelers try tobecome thefourth AFC
No. 2 seed in as many seasons to
reach the Super Bowl.

By playing what essentially is a
meaningless game Sunday and then
taking next week off, they risk losing
the momentum they’ve worked so
hard to build. And there are health
concems: running back Jerome Bettis
has a strained knee and a sore back

and offensive linemen Justin
Strzelczyk,JohnJackson and Jamain
Stephens are less than 100 percent.

There’s also a nagging worry '

among Steelers’ fans that a team that
teetered on the brink of disaster all
season could be in for a big fall in the
playoffs, especially if it must beat
Denver or New .England in a
rematch.

“The one thing we can’t lose
now is thisedge, and we 've talked
about that with the players,”
Cowher said. “People say we're a
team of good fortune, and we
know we’ve got a good opportu-
nity, but the minute you think
you're there is when somebody
will pass you by.”

Rice .

Continued from page 24

jolting hitsent Rice to the ground.
He lay there for a few seconds
before getting up and walking off
on his own power, but he didn’t
go back into the game.

Team doctors suspected the
kneecap, or patella, might be bro-
ken after X-rays late Monday
night.

An MRI scan Tuesday con-
firmed the fracture.

The surgery was performed by
team  physician  Michael
Dillingham, who repaired shred-
ded ligaments in the same knee
when Rice went down in the sea-

son opener at Tampa Bay on Aug.
31, the first major injury in 13
years in the NFL.

“The patella fracture was in
good position and fixed with
screws,” Dillingham said in a
statement following the operation
at Stanford Hospital. “His prog-
nosis is very encouraging, and he
is expected to fully participate in
the post-draft mini camps (in
May).”

Dillingham said Rice would be
in a brace for six weeks but could
begin rehabilitation work in a
week.

Mariucci said doctors told him
the two injuries were unrelated,
and Rice’s reconstructed knee

escaped any ligament or cartilage
damage.

He also said the titanium brace
Rice wore offered mostly protec-
tion from a hit on the side rather
thanafrontal blow to the knee-
cap.

Rice wasn’t wearing a knee
pad, which could have cush-
ioned the blow. NFL receiv-
ers and defensive backs fre-
quently don't wear knee pads
because they say it slows them
down.

Rice, the National Football
League's career leader in
touchdowns, receptions and
receiving yardage, was not
available for comment.

players for 1998. That figure
doesn’t account for right-hander
Joey Hamilton, who’s arbitration-
eligible and is expected to get
between $2 million and $3 mil-
lion.

Caminiti will make $3.5 mil-
lion, Finley $3.4 million and
Joyner $3.75 million.

The highest-paid Padres player
will be struggling slugger Greg
Vaughn,due $5.25 million for the
second year of a $15 million,
three-year deal. Gwynn, an eight-
time NL batting champion, will
make $4 million.

The Padres anticipate that it "l
be difficult to retain Brown after
1998. The team has had prelimi-
nary talks withagents for Caminiti
and Finley.

Finley's agent, Tommy Tanzer,
wouldn’t speculate on what his
client’s market value would be
after 1998. But he knows how

important the ballpark issue is.

“Steve built his home there, is
into all the community things, is
excited about Kevin Brown and
would love to stay there,” Tanzer
said. “When we know about the
stadium, we’ll know whatkind of
offer they can make.”

Caminiti’s agent, Adam Katz,
refused to discuss the situation
other than to say, “Ken likes San
Diego and would be respon-
sive to staying.” Joyner’s
agent didn’t immediately re-
turn a phone call.

Also Tuesday, the Padres
signed right-hander  Pete
Smith to an $850,000, one-
year that gives him the chance
to make $400,000 more in in-
centives. He was 7-6 with a
4.81 ERA in 1997 and is pro-
jected as the No. 5 starter be-
hind Brown, Hamilton, Andy
Ashby and Sterling Hitchcock.

Stewart . . .

Continued from page 24

— Australians Anthony Painter
(1996), Shane Robinson (1995),
Michael Clayton (1994), David
Diaz(1993),RodgerDavis (1992)
and inaugural winner Ian Baker-
Finch (1990) are playing this year.

Australian favorite Stuart
Appleby, winner of US dlrs 1
million on the U.S. PGA tour this
season, is suffering from neck
spasms but is hoping to play fol-
lowing two treatments Wednes-
day.

Appleby’sneck locked through
the night and he had virtually no

movement by the time he con-
sulted a physiotherapist.

“He is suffering from acute
muscle spasm and joint inflam-
mation,” said Dr. Dale
Richardson. “He had about 10
percent range of movement but
it’s freed up quite a lot since.”

“If his range of movement is
restricted to a major degree to-
morrow, I'drecommend he didn’t
play, but that’s unlikely at this
stage.”

Appleby, winner of the Honda
Classic and runnerup in the Bay
Hill Invitational on the US. PGA
tour, pulled out of Wednesday’s
pro-am event.

As. ..

Continued from page 24

signed to a one-year deal worth

. $525,000.

The left-hander was one of four
players on the A’s roster eligible
for arbitration. The three others are
pitchers Bill Taylor and Buddy

Groom and infielder Rafael
Boumigal.

Mohler, 29, was 0-7 with a 6.83
ERA in 10 starts last season before
moving to the bullpen at the
end of May.

In 52 relief appearances,
Mohler is 1-3 with a save and
a3.21 ERA.

No .

Continued from page 24

that the game doesn’t really mean
anything. But,coming back home
forthe firsttime inamonth? We'll
be excited.”

The Packers were irked when
the schedule came out and sent
them on the road for a three-game
trip in December and brought a
cold-weather team to Lambeau
Field for the finale.

The Packersresponded with just
the fifth three-game road sweep
by an NFL team this decade. And
they did it in spectacular style,
outscoring Minnesota, Tampa
Bay and Carolina by a combined
75-27 while not allowing a TD
pass.

“Well, that little road trip was
for the league,” Butler said. “No
matterhow you schedule us, we're
going to win regardless. But to
come back to Lambeau Field re-
ally feels good. I think our fans
have missed us.”

They’ll get to see the starters on

Saturday, although backup quar-
terback Steve Bono said he fig-
ures he’ll play the second half in
place of Brett Favre.

Bono, who’s still waiting for
his first pass attempt this season,
said when he signed a free agent
contract last summer, he thought
he would have plenty of passes by
now.

“But then I started having
thoughts about what happens in
the season following a Super Bowl
and every week the team you're
playing against is pl 1y1nt7 the Su-
per Bowl against you,” Bonosaid.
“And | realized, "Hey, wait a
minute, there aren’t going to be
any blowouts for us his season.” ™

It’s going to take something
like a blowouton Saturday for the
backups to get into the game be-
cause Holmgren pledged to keep
hisstarters in aslong as it's CIO\L

Isn’t that risky?

I think if you don't do it that
way, there isarisk,” Holmgren suid.
“There’s a danger there where you
lose anyedge you've developed. And
I don’t want to do that.”

-
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i By Alan Robinson

i PITTSBURGH (AP) —
] Twenty-five years after Franco
Harris’ gift-from-heaven Im-
maculate Reception made the
Steelersrealize they weren'tfated
to lose forever, Pittsburgh again
looks like a team of destiny.

How else to explain a season
4 nearly as inconceivable and un-
predictable as thatof 1972, when
the Steelers emerged from four
decadesof virtual non-stoplosing
to win a division title?

“It’s too early to talk about
that,” said coach Bill Cowher,
who was asked Tuesday if he
senses something magical is oc-
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curring with his team. “The time to
talk about those things is late Janu-
ary.”

But unless they lose Sunday in
Tennessee by more than 64 points —
something no NFL teamn has done in
the regular season — the Steelers
(11-4) will clinch their fourth con-
secutive AFC Central title and the
No.?2 seed inthe AFC playoffs. They
also would match their best record
(12-4) since 1994.

That would be surprising enough,
considering the doom-and-gloom
forecasts after they replaced five
starters, including Pro Bowl defen-
sive players Rod Woodson and Chad
Brown, from last year’s 10-6 team.
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t: CLARA, California (AP) _
A Jerry Rice’s touchdown in his
| astonishing return from major
4 knee surgery came at an awful
1 price: He cracked his kneecap
when crashing to the ground
11 and will miss the rest of the
¥ season.

“It was very surprising, and
the word (team doctors) used
was it was a fluke,” San Fran-
cisco coach Steve Mariucci
said Tuesday.

“It’s very unfortunate. He
was playing very well. He felt
very good. After the play, he
did get up slow. But that's
1 where the fracture took place,
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Rice comeback over
' as he cracks kneecap

when his knee hit the ground.

“Obviously, it was a shock to
him and a disappointment.”

Rice’s touchdown catch was
the 49ers’ first score in their 34
17 win over Denver on Monday
night which clinched home field
for San Francisco throughout the
playoffs.

He underwent surgery Tues-
day to repair the left kneecap
which was broken across the
middle.

Rice made a leaping grab of
Steve Young’s pass in the end
zone between defenders Darrien
Gordon and Steve Atwater, whose

Continued on page 23

How they’ve done it — with re-
markable resiliency, an innate knack
for making big plays and anew start-
ing quarterback, Kordell Stewart,
blessed with no fear of failure — has
made this season all the more inexpli-
cable:

“We've made great plays down
the stretch, and that’s what it takes to
win this time of the year,” receiver
Yancey Thigpen said. “If we keep
finding ways to win, we’ll be great

N T o N e,

king good

England 24-21) despite trailing £}

down the stretch.”

But even the Steelers themselves
find it difficult to explain their inex-
haustible run of extraordinary come-
backs and, it would seer, plain old
good luck: '

*They’ve trailed in seven of their
11 victories, five times by as many as
double-digit margins. They rallied to
beat Baltimore after falling behind by
21 points, and they’ve won their last
two games (Denver 35-24 and New

A R Y R A R S A RO !

by 14 points in each.

“We're not trying to create B}

these deficits,” Cowher said.

“When you go into the playoffs §

and you're playing the better
teams, the less margin for error
you have.”
+There’s been no Immaculate
Reception—yet —but they had
animmaculate interception: 290-
Continued on page 23

No rest for Green Bay Packers

By Arnie Stapleton
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) —
With the top seed in the NFC
playoffsno longer within reach,
you’d think the Green Bay
Packers would rest their start-
ers in their season finale on
Saturday.

Not a chance.

Coach Mike Holmgren said
if the Packers (12-3) want a
breather, they’re going to have
to put away the Buffalo Bills
early so that reserves can take
the field.

“I want to win the game,
OK? We have not lost at home
in a long time and we’re not
aboutto approach the game any
differently,” Holmgren said
Tuesday.

The only exceptions are play-
ers who are injured, such as
nose tackle Gilbert Brown
(ankle), who didn’t play in the
Packers’ 31-10victory at Caro-

lina on Sunday.

“Other than that, the game will
be played as we’ve played every
game since ['ve been here,”
Holmgren said.

Brown didn’t practice Tuesday
and neither did defensive end
Reggie White, who revealed that
he’s been battling pneumonia for
the last several weeks and not the
flu, wide receiver Derrick Mayes
and backup tight end Jeff
Thomason, both of whom have
sprained ankles.

The Packers have won nine of
their last 10, including three
straight on the road, but that wasn’t
enough to catch the San Fran-
cisco 49ers (13-2), who wrapped
up homefield throughout the NFC
playoffs by beating Denver on
Monday night,

Green Bay has secured a first-
round bye and ahome game in the
divisional round, but the players
don’tseem to mind not catching a

break against Buffalo.

After all, they’'ve got a
25-game home winning
streak to uphold and mo-
mentum to maintain,

“So, we’re not just going
to blow off this game,”
strong safety LeRoy Butler
said.

“We're going to get a bye
inthe first round of the play-
offs anyway,” cornerback
Doug Evans said. “So, 1
think we should go this game
full tlt.”

Tight end Mark Chmura
said the Packers won’t let
up because they’ll be home
for the first time since drub-
bing Dallas 45-17 on Nov.
23.

“It feels like we’ve been
on the road forever,”
Chmura said. “People talk
about a letdown this week,

- Continued on page 23
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A’s sign Moﬁler,

Blowers

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — The Oakland Athletics on Monday
agreed to terms with free-agent infielder Mike Blowers and pitcher

Mike Mohler.

Blowers, who hit .293 with five home runs and 20 RBI last season
with the Seattle Mariners, was signed to a one-year contract. Terms of

the deal were not released.

In nine major league seasons with the New York Yankees, Seattle
and Los Angeles, Blowers hit .262 with 65 home runs and 287 RBL

“Mike is a proven option at third base and provides right-handed power
in the middle of our lineup,” said Billy Beane, A’s general manager.

Mohler, who was 1- 10 with the 5.13 ERA last season for the A’s, was

COOLUM, Australia (AP) —
American Payne Stewart wilt head
the strongest field in the eight-
year history of the Coolum Clas-
sic when the US dlrs 185,000 golf
tournament begins Thursday.
Stewart, who won his first pro
tournamenton Queensland state’s
Gold Coast in the early 1980s,
will partner Florida neighbor and
Australian tennis player Todd
Woodbridge in the pro-am for-
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mat for the first 54 holes.

The pros will play alone for
Sunday’s final round over the par-
72, 6,326-meter (6,918-yard)
Hyatt Regency resort course de-
signed by Robert Trent Jones.

Stewart, 39, winner of the 1989
U.S. PGA and 1991 U.S. Open
tournaments, is making his
Coolum debut.

All previous Classic winners
Continued on page 23
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Los Angeles Lakers’ Eddie Jones, r,

to a 32-point performance Tues

Timberwolves 109-96 in Minneapolis. ap

ight, ts Minnesota ‘Timbenvo/ves defe d r Chris Carr (43) watchi
he drives the baseline on his waj‘/] g ot e o Lo walching

s
s

as

day night as the Lakers beat the

s L ”
o . !
B S e
AN S Del 03
DA ) Our par Q




	Marianas Variety Vol. 25, No. 194, 1997-12-18

