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grave new

The problem of the French men-of-war anchored at Alezandria Aas led to a
tension between France and the USA.

As in the cass of Brisish
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schy and Washington.
The French ships have been anchored for the last

lwymnalAlmndriaond.Mlh ng
ibility of the Germans ocoupying port, the
French gave orders to Admiral Godefroy

to transfer the French ships to the nearest French
port +f the British should evacuate Alexandria. It
o informed the German, Italian, and
American Governments of this order.

On July 2, Vichy received the following answers
Jrom Germany and Italy :

The German High Command recognizes that the
instructions given to the French naval forces in
Alexandria are in conformity with the Armistice
Convention. The German High Command pledges
itself to abide by Article 8 of the said Convention
in respect of any French warships which the Ger-
mans might find at Alexandria. This provision
will be applied if the instructions forwarded by the
French have been complied with.

The Italian Government has decided to abide by
the Armistice Convention and does not intend to
lodge any claims upon the French warships at
Alexandria in whatever condition these warships
may be.

One day later the answer from Washington arrived.
It reads :

The President of the United States is deeply
concerned over the fate of the French warshi
lying at Alexandria and is highly desirous that
said warships do not fall into the hands of German
or Italian military or naval authorities.

The President is also highly desirous to see these
warships returned to France after the war. He
has been in contact with the British Government
and submits the following proposal to the French
Government :

The President pro that the French warships
lying at Alexandria be placed under the protective
cnmd{hzf the Unit&d States. This measure would
entai passage of French warships h the
Suucnnd&omdthoir.rrivdltadm“ﬁnrbu
where they would find an assured shelter for the
duration of the war.

Such a shelter might be provided by a port in
the United States or in any other American Re-
public. The restitution of the French warshi
after the end of the war will be guaranteed by
United States.

Thhddmtbdhmthntitli;inl"n:‘:o;;:
interests to accept this . However, if hi
offer were to be rejeoterotm;riﬁnh Government
would naturally be entirely justified in giving the

French warships orders to go through the Suez
Canai. I the French naval were to

refuse to obey theee orders, the British Government
would be justified in ing these warships in
order to prevent them from falling into the hands
of the enemy. For the honor of oce the Pres-

ident hopes that this reasonable proposal will be
accepted.

In spite of verbal remonstrances by Mr. Laval to
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ment rejects the American proposals, which are
contrary to the honor and to the interests of

The American Government knows very well that
the French Government desires to maintain the
French flag over the warships lying at Alexandria
as well as over all other ships under its name. The
French Government also intends to satisfy iteelf as
regards the safety of its warships.

citaiy o $he Mlagsions of SeetaDt Devpegsn
contrary to ons ro
the French Government has never d‘e’livered or
intended to deliver any of its ships to foreign powers.

The American Government was informed of the
decision taken by the German and Italian Govern-
ments. Consequently it cannot believe that the
French warships at Alexandria may fall into the
hands of the or Italian authorities. The
correct tone and the extreme clarity of the Italian
and German answers should have prevented the
United States Government from taking an attitude
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which constitutes an insult to the French Govern-
ment.

If the American Government only desired, as it
W to safeguard the interests of the French

vernment, it would not have refused to allow
the French to leave Alexandria and go to
the nearest . The American Govern-
ment, in demanding that our warshipe be directed
towards an American harbor, voices a posal
which is -booluwly contrary to the obligations
imposed upon France by the Armistice Convention.
Fnrt.bomoro. it insults the dignity of the French
Government, which cannot accept that its word
be doubted at the very moment when it asserts its
desire to maintain under French flag the warships
which belong: to the French Government.

The French Government takes note of the fact
that the American Government would consider the
destruction of French wmh'igl at Alexandria as
justified if these warships
from the British High
Government wants to point out once more the
extreme gravity of the uences which would
result from any act of violence which may be com-
mitted at Alexandria against the French naval
forces. The French Government

On July 11 the American Chargé d’ Affaires handed
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warships from Alexandria through the Suez Canal,
fmpn-gemnbe'g:ntedthmdﬂ fmmSnu
to Martinique. In latter colony the ships will

On July 13 President Laval rejected these propoeals

on the following grounds: first, the Franco-German

and Pm':-atlallm” Armistice Convention :zddu

“‘P"““U French warships wherever may

be must 'or a French . Secondly, the

clause -Italian Convention ifles

;I:a“ln  where the ships are to must
n

n France. Thirdly, Germany and
by the Armistice

publi
of Admiral Godefroy's
if Prance were lo reject the
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ment upon the American Government the re-
Jor such an act, the consequences of which
wouldbc of an exiremely serious nature. (Havas
, July 17, 1942))
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