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FROM THE EDITORS’ PUKA by Ray and Aki Nosaka

By the next issue of the PPP, the unveiling of the “GoForBroke” Monument will be history. Our
description of this momentous event will surely be inadequate, but we will do our best.

We are grateful to the Baker Ukulele group for making 50 ti-leaf lei which will be presented to some
of the attendees at the Memorial site. Thanks to all of you who stripped your yards and donated the ti
leaves. Thank you, also, to the Green Thumb Club for donating the flowers and supplies to make 20
corsages for some of the VIP wives.

Congratulations to all of you parents and grandparents of graduates this month. We always feel so
proud when we see our children being awarded a diploma which is one of the first steps to becoming
an independent adult in this real world of ours.

It is not too early to start planning on going to the annual Mini-Reunion which will be held on October
17 thru 21, 1999. The hospitality room will again be hosted by the Southern California chapter. Of
course, they welcome any donations or kokua from all chapters. Please see and clip out the
registration and information form printed elsewhere in this issue.

Mahalo to the following PPP volunteers for turning out on April 29 to help collate and mail out the
May issue: Bernard Akamine, Robert Arakaki, Otomatsu Aoki, Kunio Fujimoto, Tom Fujise, Mary
Hamasaki, Saburo Hasegawa, Tokuichi Hayashi, Richard Hosaka, Ed Tkuma, Isamu Inouye, Sally
Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Masaru Kadomoto, Arthur Komiyama, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Philip
Matsuyama, Y. Mugitani, Roy Nakayama, Saburo Nishime, Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Tom
Nosse, Takeichi Onishi, Leo Sato, Robert Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, Hiromi Suehiro, Denis and Joy
Teraoka, Rikio and Evelyn Tsuda, Ukichi Wozumi, Marie Yoneshige, and Kaoru Yonezawa.

INVITATION TO ALL CLUB 100 MEMBERS, FRIENDS

Takeshi Teshima, member of Company B, and President of Americo Company, Ltd., in Japan, will be
visiting Honolulu after the unveiling and dedication ceremony of the “GoForBroke” Monument in Los
Angeles. Many of you will still be in Las Vegas, so we hope that those of you who are in Honolulu
can take the time to visit him either at the airport on his arrival on June 6 (Sunday), NW Flight #935, at
3:32 p.m., or at the clubhouse on Tuesday, June 8, between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. for pupu and drinks. A
third opportunity to meet Teshima-san is on Wednesday, June 9, when he departs on NW Flight #21 at
10:45 a.m.

It would be nice to have a large group at the airport to welcome him on arrival and to bid him aloha
when he leaves. He will be guest of Dr. and Mrs. Matsumoto that evening. Monday, June 7 will find
him on the golf course with some of his Baker Company paesano.

The event at the Clubhouse on June 8 will be a catered event, with delicious pupu and beverages. $5
per person at the door will be accepted. Stanley Kaizawa has graciously accepted the job of emcee for
the program. Please help us with the head-count. If you would like to attend, call Hajime Yamane
at 946-3604 by Wednesday, June 2. Parking will be available at Iolani School Parking lot. Let
the security guard know you are attending the event at Club 100.

So many of us have enjoyed “Tesh’s” hospitality and generosity over the years—Ilet us show our
appreciation to him on this rare visit to Honolulu.




MAY BOARD OF DIRECTORS HIGHLIGHTS by President Joe Muramatsu

The first order of business for the day was the presentation of the pros and cons of our transition from a
veterans organization to a civic organization by our CPA Allen Arakaki. Warren Iwai, Martin Tohara,
and Otomatsu Aoki, members of our Long Range Planning Committee, were also in attendance to give
input into the transition. After much discussion, it was decided that we go ahead with the changeover
to a civic organization because of the need to open the club to sons and daughters as members so that
they can take over the regime of the club. If anything is to happen, it would probably be effective in
the year 2000. We hope that the IRS will approve of our application to change from a 501(c)(19) to a
501(c)(4). :

The minutes, with minor changes, the Executive Secretary’s Report, and the Treasurer’s report were
accepted. The Executive Secretary noted in her report that the hole in the driveway next to the
sidewalk was repaired at practically no cost to the club and thanks to Goro Sumida. When you back
out of the driveway, you won’t have to “geev um” with the gas to get out of that hole any more. Ask
Goro how he did it!

Don Matsuda reported that the tenant in Apartment 207 will be evicted because of non-payment of
rent. We have retained the services of an attorney to help us with this.

The cleanup of the Clubhouse will be on May 29, 1999. Please show up and help with the cleanup and
beautification of our clubhouse.

The proposal to install a wheel chair accessible toilet in the clubhouse and to convert the trough-style
urinal to individual urinals was approved. The cost is not to exceed $20,000.

Don Matsuda is having a very hard time finding a few good men to be officers of the club.

Chapter Presidents, please assign someone to seat your chapter members with their guests and friends
at the banquet. To date more than 300 persons have made reservations to attend. Anyone wanting to
sign up now must go on a waiting list, until all the VIP’s have replied. Guest speaker will be Karleen
Chinen, daughter of Wally Chinen (D), and Master of Ceremonies will be Mike Harada, son of Edward
Harada (D). Entertainment will be by Wayne Kawahara’s band and vocalist will be Joy Teraoka, wife
of Dr. Denis Teraoka (D). Banquet Chair Saburo Nishime has things under control.

Our Annual Memorial Service will be held on September 26, 1999. H. David Burge, Director of
VAMROC (Veterans Affairs), will be our guest speaker. Pauline Sato, daughter of Robert T. Sato (A),
will be the Mistress of Ceremonies. The 100/442 Men’s Chorus will again provide choral music for
us. Ministers officiating will be the Rev. Don Asman and the Rev. Yoshiaki Fujitani. Oshoko table
will be available for offering of incense before and after the service. The Royal Hawaiian Band will
perform.

There was no report on the Medal of Honor situation.

We received a go-ahead from the Secretary of the Army on the Fort Benning Monument. Col. Pye is
planning to have the monument installed late this summer, with an unveiling and dedication ceremony
this fall. Will let you know as soon as a date is set so that you can get your bags ready.

We will be leaving for Los Angeles on June 4, 1999, for the unveiling of the 100/442/MIS World War
1I Monument, also known as the “GoForBroke” Monument. The Club 100 Green Thumb Club will be
making about 20 corsages to present to the ladies of the Memorial Foundation. The Ukulele Club will
be making about 50 ti-leaf lei to take along with them. They ask that people bring in ti leaves on
Monday, May 31.

No action was taken in regard to giving financial support for the symphonic band music composition
until we hear from other groups.

The Board also approved a sum not to exceed $1,000 for the entertainment of Takeshi Teshima who
will be stopping off in Hawaii on his way back from Los Angeles. (See Hajime Yamane’s article in
this issue of the PPP.)

No action was taken on a request from the Marine ROTC group at Castle High School, as the request
came a little too late for the Board to act in time for this year’s ceremony.

No one showed any interest in entering the Hawaii Army Museum Golf Tournament.



I will be representing Club 100 at the Mayor’s Memorial Day Service at Punchbowl. Chester Hada (C)
will represent Club 100 at the Governor’s Memorial Day Service at the State Veterans’ Cemetery in
Kaneohe. Tokuji Ono (B) will attend the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Day Eve Candlelight ceremony
at Punchbowl on Sunday, May 30. Ted Hamasu (Rural) will represent Club 100 at the VFW Sunset
Memorial Service at the State Capitol. Tommy Nishioka (A) will represent Club 100 at Honpa
Hongwanji Temple’s Memorial Day Service on Sunday, May 30, 1999. No one showed any interest in
attending the Vietnam Veterans Moving Wall Opening Ceremony on Friday, May 21. The club will
not be represented at the Memorial Day observance at the USS Arizona memorial visitor center.

So far, Christmas Party dates have been selecfed by the following chaptefs:

Dog December 19 Able December 11
Headquarter December 18 ' Baker December 12

We received an announcement of the installation and dedication of a monument in Pietrasanta and
Versilia, Italy, for allied men who fell in 1944 and 1945. The unveiling will be held on April 25, 2000,
Liberation Day, a national holiday in Italy. All interested, please inquire at the front desk.

‘Due to hunger pangs, the meeting was adjourned...... Only seven to go.

Arigato gozaimashita to the Hawaii Chapter for hosting all the presidents at their meeting on April 29.

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, an association of World War II
Veterans of the 100" Infantry Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96826.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT ' by Drusilla A. Tanaka
Thank you to Mary Hamasaki who volunteered to come in to the office every day during my vacation.
She collected the rent, prepared the deposit slips and took care of any phone calls and mail that came

in. When I returned, she had a complete log of everything that she did typed up on legal size paper.

Mahalo nui loa to the following donors for their thoughtful and timely gifts to Club 100:

e $50 from an Anonymous donor

e $100 from Conrad Tsukayama (D)

o $50 . from Masako Hamada of Torrance, CA

o $50 from an Anonymous donor in memory of Kenneth Koji

o $25 from Takeshi Kimura (C) for the Clubhouse Cleanup

o $100 from Seiso Kamishita (F/B/Rural) in memory of his brothers Tsuyoshi and Hiroji
o $25 from Mrs. Richard Yamamoto (C)

e 2 cases of juice from Wallace Teruya (HQ) for the Clubhouse Cleanup

The PukaPuka Parade received the following donations:

o $50 from Tio Fujiwara
o $25 from Mrs. Richard Yamamoto (C)
o $25 from Florence S. Matsumura

Donors to the Fort Benning, Georgia, Monument Project:
$100 from Robert Aoki (B)

$50 from Bernard Akamine (B)

$100 from Seiso Kamishita (F/B/Rural)
$100  from William Takaezu (B)

$100 from Mrs. Helene Matsunaga (D)
$100 from Kaname Yui (A)

$100 _from Stanley Ushijima (HQ/Hawaii)
$50 from Susumu Ota (D/Rural)

$100 . from Robert Fukumoto (HQ)

$100 from Masao Yotsuda (D/Kauai)
$100 from Amy Amazaki (B)

$250 from Kunimitsu Tamai (HQ)

$100 from Conrad Tsukayama (D)

$50 from an Anonymous donor

$100 from Fred Takayama (A)




e $100 from Kazuo Senda (D/Kauai)

e $100 from Seitoku Hanashiro (A)

e $100 ~ from [samu Inouye (A)

o §25 from Florence S. Matsumura

o $25 from Mrs. Richard Yamamoto (C)

To date $14,420 has been raised toward the goal of $35,000. Your generous donations are greatly
appreciated.

We have received word from Col. Bill Pye that the monument will be installed on August 3 and that a
request was submitted for a dedication and unveiling ceremony on Monday, October 25, 1999.

Welcome to the Octogenarian Club to the following who will celebrate their 80" birthday in June:
Eugene Eguchi (A/Hawaii), Kunio Fujimoto (E/A), Ted Hamasu (F/A/Rural), Seiso Kamishita
(F/B/Rural), James S. Maeda (E/A/Hawaii), Tsukio Yamagata (C/Maui).

=*ATTITUDE: This month’s “Positive Attitude” award goes to Manabu Hongo (C). Manabu is a
fascinating man. Many of you already know of his “magic fingers” that knead the knots out of stiff
muscles and soothe aching bodies. He regularly visits Mike Tokunaga and administers Shiatsu
treatments to stimulate Mike’s muscles. But, did you know of his personal crusade to neutralize the
toxic chemicals in the atmosphere? Manabu’s concern about the greatest atmospheric catastrophe—
the destruction of the ozone layer, the creation of the ozone hole and global warming—keep him
awake at night. He has come up with three systems to achieve this neutralization and has proposed his
ideas to professors at Yale, Princeton, UC-Irvine, UCLA, and to researchers at the Mauna Loa
Observatory on the Big Island. He received a reply from Dr. Russ Schnell of the observatory, so we
may be hearing more about Manabu’s efforts to help planet Earth and all of mankind. He is one person
who doesn’t need to worry about the lack of mental stimulation. He also has lots of good ideas for
improving the local economy. Now, that takes a really positive attitude!

BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard S. Akamine

The recent news article about an armored personnel carrier made available for use by.the Honolulu
Police Department brought back memories about our experiences during post-war Italy. We had the
use of an armored scout car that weighed about six tons. Our job was guarding a huge salvage depot
which was raided frequently by Italians for tires, truck parts, and whatever they could carry through the
fence. Some brilliant mind came up with this solution: install telephones every 25 feet along the fence
line with a switchboard in the command post inside the compound. The telephones to be manned by
German Prisoners of War, a German to man the switchboard, and a German officer that could speak
English stationed in the compound with two of our men. When a call comes in to report a break-in, the
switchboard operator informed the German officer of the location, the officer would tell us, and one of
us would drive the scout car to the outer perimeter of the compound and to the location of the break-in.
The other of us goes with the German officer in the jeep and drives to the location inside the
compound. Driving the scout car is so much different from driving a regular car because of its weight.
It will not stop like a regular car. My first and only time operating that thing almost ended in disaster
going at high speed. As I approached the street to make a left turn, it kept going straight because of its
weight, and I almost hit a building. After returning to the compound, I injured myself while getting
out of the driver’s compartment. Standing on top of the vehicle, I let go of the hatch cover, and it
smashed my big toe. In addition to guarding salvage depots, we guarded a Red Cross warehouse and
the PW camps. We had an array of vehicles, including a half track, ¥ ton weapons carriers, 1-1/2 ton
trucks, 6x6 trucks and several jeeps. By the way, the telephones worked. When word got out to the
Italians that we had a ‘security alarm system,’ they didn’t bother us anymore.

For our April Family Night, Robert Aoki prepared a delicious dinner of Roast Beef, Roast Chicken,
Miso Butterfish, French bread, tossed salad, mixed vegetables, and fruit salad. There were unusual
door prizes and Bingo prizes. To be ready for Y2K, some lucky winners had MREs (meals ready to
eat), flashlights, canned goods, bottled water. Maybe people forgot, for there were only 65 people in
attendance, so the ones who attended received many prizes and lots of food. Someone said it was
better than going to Las Vegas. This time, instead of selling extra bingo cards, anyone who brought in
a donation received another bingo card. Thanks to the following for their donations: Evelyn Tsuda
(Tsukemono, door prize), Stanley and Drusilla Tanaka (cookies, soda, bingo prizes, boiled peanuts,
lychee jellies), Cecilee Tanaka, (bingo prizes), Stella Tanigawa (dessert, 2 cash door prizes), Yasuo
Takata ($10), Roy Nakayama ($12, 2-5# bags of rice, pickled sengiri daikon), Aki Nosaka (dessert, 2
cash prizes), Ann Kabasawa (dessert), Stu Yoshioka ($5), James Inafuku ($20), Hachiro Shikamura (2
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potted plants), John Kihara ($10), Robert Takashige ($10), Robert Arakaki (810, spam musubi), Esther
Costa, friend of the Toma’s, (Beefeater, kimchee namasu), Marge Toma ($20), Candace Sakuda
(cakes, fudge), Bernard Akamine (2 dustpans with brooms, chirashizushi), Karen Tanigawa (4 door
prizes), Tokuji Ono ($10), Tim and Lois Lee (cake), Namie Takaki (namasu), Tom Tsubota (20# bag
rice, 1 case Pepsi), Bessie Ichimura (4 door prizes), Joe Muramatsu (1 bottle shoyu, 20# bag rice).

My daughter and her family went to Oklahoma to see her son receive his Masters degree. Her
daughter Cecilee and Grandma Tanaka were room-mates. Grandma Tanaka loves to fill up the hotel
bath-tub and soak because she has only a shower stall at home. But she couldn’t figure out how to use
the fancy faucet. So, Cecilee offered to take a bath first and then when dressing, fill up the tub for
Grandma. Cecilee removed her contact lenses, brushed her teeth and was all ready for bed when she
left the bathroom. She announced, ‘Okay, Grandma, the tub is full, it’s your turn.” But, Grandma had
other things on her mind. She held up something and asked, “What do you think of this blouse—can I
wear it tomorrow?” Cecilee replied, “Grandma, I can’t see, I took off my contacts.” Grandma
shouted, “What did you say? I can’t hear you, I took off my hearing aid.” So, one cannot see, the
other cannot hear. Gives a new meaning to the generation gap.

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS ' by Warren Iwai

Meeting: There were ten members at this meeting, a little shy of the usual dozen. One regular,
Takeichi Onishi, was on his way to Las Vegas to try his luck. There were two members we do not see
very often at our meetings — Stanley Akita and Manabu Hongo. There was also a guest from Kona,
Philip Matsuyama, but he had to leave before the meeting could get started.

Charlie Chapter received a $50 donation from Mike and Betty Tokunaga. I understand Mike is getting
stronger each day under the loving care and attention of Betty. It would be great if Mike could join us
at our meeting one day. Thank you, Mike and Betty.

Charlie Chapter also received a donation of $200 in memory of Hideo Doi, from Hiroko Doi and the
family. Hideo will always be remembered and we are missing him now. To the Doi Family, thank
you for the generous gift.

The next club function is the annual clubhouse clean up on Saturday, May 29, at 8:00 a.m. Report to
Chick Miyashiro — bring rags to clean up. Step stools would help, too.

The 57™ Anniversary Banquet is on Saturday, June 26, at the Hawaiian Regent Hotel. Cocktails begin
at 10:00 a.m. Seventy-four (74) members and wives of Co. “C” have signed to date. If you haven’t
signed up, hurry up and call the Club 100 office.

The annual Co. “C” Fun Nite will be held at the Nuuanu Onsen Teahouse sometime in September
More detalls will be published in the next issue.

Next meeting — June 21, 10:00 a.m., Clubhouse. See you there.

LADIES CORNER: The “Charlie Chapter Auxiliary” met at the Summery Restaurant at the Hawaiian
Regent Hotel on Sunday, May 16. In attendance were Beatrice and Arlene (Sato) Niimi, Mazie
Nakamura, Hisako Miyashiro, Lorraine Miyashiro, Lynn Shimizu, Alice Shiozaki, Kay Oshiro, Alice
Nakagawa and Betty Iwai. They ate ono kaukau and had lots to talk about, which made them happy.
They are resting during the summer and will gather again in September, tentatively set for September
11, at “Buffet 100,” Ward Warehouse, 1050 Ala Moana Blvd.

DOG CHAPTER NEWS ' by Helen Nikaido

On April 24, the Windward Rotary Club honored Conrad Tsukayama for his dedication to serving the
Windward community, the Windward YMCA and his Kailua Methodist Church with the “Service
Above Self” award. Congratulations, Conrad, we’re proud of you. Doggies attending were Saburo
Nishime, Martin and Dorothy Tohara, Denis and Joy Teraoka, Richard Hosaka and Karleen Chinen.

My apologies to Ben Tamashiro. In the last PPP, I left out the first half of his article. Here is the first
half. Hope you still have last month’s issue to read the ending.



“HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL”
(Alexander Pope, English poet and satirist, 1688-1744)

Ken Needham, founder of the Trans-Mission ministry, was the guest speaker at our March
21 worship services. At the 10:30 a.m. service, he used the Alpine plant, Edelweiss, as a
metaphor to strike the message that Jesus flowers everywhere, in any clime, “from squalid
slums to magnificent mansions.”

Edelweiss is the national flower of Switzerland. It grows under seemingly impossible winter
conditions, nurtured by certain rays of the sun which penetrate through snow instead of
bouncing off like the other rays do. Therein lies the message of hope that Needham
preaches...brush away the snow and there you’ll find the Edelweiss growing in all its beauty.
To feel this joy of life, think of the singing of Julie Andrews, for instance, in the movie, “The
Sound of Music.”

As his story unfolded, my mind carried me back to a snowy December ’42 at Camp McCoy,
Wisconsin—the first winter in the snow for the majority of the 1,432 boys from Hawaii who
made up the all-Nisei 100" Infantry Battalion. The town of La Crosse lies just a few miles off
post and that was where most of us spent our off-duty hours drinking away the bitter cold in
bars and cafes, one of our prime preoccupations then. My favorite was Canadian Club scotch,
either straight with club soda, or with water...  -- Ben Tamashiro

On April 29", I went to Reno and Tahoe with a group including Ed and Kay Harada, and my sister and
brother-in-law. In Reno, while waiting for our room keys, as usual, Kay was lucky — 360 coins came
tumbling down. Kay told me that whenever she wins, she thanks the machine and gives it a pat. My
sister does the same, and she goes as far as telling the machine she’s from Hawaii. The “Change Girl”
even told her to rub the coin and blow on it. Sounds crazy, but it seems to work. I can’t even thank
the machine, ‘cause I don’t have luck, so instead I call the machines names. Reno and Tahoe were
really nice, cold, saw snow, too.

ONE PUKA PUKA 1999 Japan tour escorted by “Opu” Hiranaka will hold its meeting on June 16,
1999, (Wednesday) at 10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse. Come and join us.

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER REPORT by Kenneth Saruwatari

Sad notes seem to continue. Robert Furuta, one of our boys who was active with Rural Chapter,
passed away on April 28, 1999. Our condolences to his family.

Ken Suehiro is at Hale Pulama Mau and doing okay. Give him a visit.

The April meeting at Chan’s buffet was well-attended, and the call was for more luncheon meetings.
Present were the Akimotos, Hamamuras, Miyashiros, Nosses, Otagakis, Saruwataris, Teruyas, Doris
Aimoto, Frances Komiyama, Nancy Nakamura, Hisae Saito, Beatrice Shinoda, Ethel Shimogaki,
Dorothy Tamashiro, Otomatsu Aoki, and Yoshi Mugitani.

The tidbit shared with you last month has grown into a story. Kazuo Mizuno of Dog Company is the
grandfather of Tracy Nakano, a stalwart on the baseball team. Mother Dale is a Mizuno. Edward
Taguchi (B) is the grandfather of Third baseman Wade Taguchi. Grand Uncles include: Susumu
Fukuyoshi (C) of Pitcher Grant Sato; Stu Yoshioka (B) of Third baseman Lane Nogawa; Ronald
Sakaino (C) of Michael Sakaino, a pitcher. It turns out that eight Rainbows on the 1999 UH Baseball
team have athletic genes from One Puka Puka Boys.

Note from the Executive Secretary: Please accept my apologies for the typo in the May issue
regarding the meeting date. If something doesn’t make sense, please call me at 946-0272. Your
meeting for June will be moved one week to June 22, because the Board of Directors meeting is on
June 18.

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER (via the internet) | by Ted M. Hamasu

The Rural Chapter Ohana sends its heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Tomiko Furuta, her family and
relatives on the death of her loving husband, Robert. He passed away on the 28th of April 1999 and his



private funeral services were held at the Mililani Mauka Chapel at 11:00 AM on the 10th of May 1999
and inurnment followed at 1:00 PM at the Punchbowl National Cemetery.

My golfing partner Walter Iwasa is recuperating at home under the watchful eyes of his private nurse,
Michino. According to her report, he is doing fine and may be able to join us on the golf course in the
near future. Walter, we will be waiting for your return, so don't get spoiled by your nurse and hurry
back.

Now that the LA Memorial Fund raising is pau, I want to bring up an important subject that's been on
my mind for a long time. That is our own Education or Scholarship fund. As all of our members
should know, Club 100 has a Scholarship Fund and the Director's contributed $100,000 initially to
kick-start that fund. Our Sons and Daughters have a scholarship fund too, so they are managing both
funds. Last year the Club 100 contributed $6,500.00 to be distributed by our S & D as scholarships to
qualified individuals and this year it will be $4,000.00. What I am trying to say is, if you have some
tax deduction that you need for this year, make your donations to the Club 100 Scholarship Fund
before we change our status from a Veterans Organization to a Civic Organization which we are in the
process of doing. After we convert to a civic organization we will be losing our tax-deductible status
for contributions received by the Club.

The Rural Chapter received a very generous donation from Mr. and Mrs. Kamishita in memory of their
deceased brothers. Mahalo Nui Loa to Kay and Seiso.

Laughing is Good For You: Keoki wen go to da dentist to get his aching tooth pulled. Da dentist bin
tell him, "Go try relax-I go pull your teeth out in five minutes”. Keoki ask da dentist, "how much
moola it gonna cost?" The dentist tell him, it’s going cost $100.00. Keoki bin tell him, gee, $100.00
for only for five minutes work?" Da dentist said, "You know, if you like, I can pull da tooth out little
by little.

HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS : by Jimmy Maeda

The annual Fourth of July, AJA Veterans Council get-together will be held on Monday, July 5, at the
AJA Veterans Memorial Hall. The affair will be a luncheon. The happy hour will begin about 11:00
a.m. and lunch will be at 12:00 noon. This year the Interpreters Club will be in charge of food, 442"
Veterans will handle the refreshments and Club 100 will take care of setting up and the program.
Ladies are invited to the gathering. The cost of the luncheon will be announced later by the team
captains. Shige Shindo, Interpreters Club, is the chairman of the organization for 1999. The next
council meeting will be held on June 24, at 5:00 p.m. at the AJA Veterans hall.

Hawaii Chapter members and wives extend heartfelt thanks to Joe Muramatsu, Mother Chapter
president and Stanley Izumigawa, Maui president, for attending our annual ladies luncheon on
Thursday, April 29. Muggsy Morikawa was unable to attend due to doctor’s orders. We hope that he
has recovered. We say arigato and thank you for the delicious mochi and manju that Joe brought for us
to enjoy. Omiyage from Hilo for Joe and Stan was beautiful anthuriums from Pahoa. Former Hilo-ite
Joe Muramatsu could not stay longer, as he had to hurry back to Honolulu to attend Arthur
Tamashiro’s funeral service. Joe, do drop by again. We’ll promise you good weather. There were
about 60 members and wives attending the luncheon.

Our prayer of sympathy to Mrs. Tamashiro and other members of the family for the sudden death of
Arthur Tamashiro, Treasurer of Club 100. Arthur was a product of Honokaa, Hamakua, Hawaii. He
enjoyed coming to the Big Island to play golf. May he rest in peace.

Japanese NGN TV special “Aikotoba wa Atatte Kudakero” (Go For Broke: Documentary on Matsuo
Takabuki) Don’t miss this special documentary on Matsuo Takabuki, an honored Japanese American
veteran of World War II. Takabuki is also an accomplished lawyer, a financial mogul, a former
Bishop Estate Trustee and aide to former Governor John A. Burns, and is one of Hawaii’s most
influential Japanese Americans. '

Born in the plantation town of Waialua in 1923, Takabuki attended Jodo Sect’s Sunday School and
studied Japanese language, thoughts and ethics. The declaration of World War 11 during his college
years led him to become a soldier in the highly decorated 442" Regimental Combat Team.



After the war, Takabuki became an attorney and was later elected to the City Council. Soon, he was
chosen as an aide to the governor, assisting in formulating state policy. He is currently working on
erecting a monument for his war buddies.

Ladies in Hilo enjoyed this show, They were surprised to hear Takabuki speaking in Japanese fluently.
Matsy grew up in the sugar plantation community of Waialua, Oahu, prior to World War II. I believe
his Issei parents did a good job teaching their son Japanese manners, culture, ethics, etc. Takabuki
stressed the importance of education and to respect the elderly. This writer had the privilege of
associating with other Waialaua plantation products. The late Howard Miyake (A), his sisters Evelyn
and Eleanor; the late Stanley Funai (A), brother, Richard Funai, all possessing their mothers’ teaching
and plantation community up-bringing. Sgt. Joe Takata, 100" Inf Bn (Sep) first killed in action was a
product of Waialua, Oahu. The next showing of Matsuo “Matsy” Takabuki will be on October 1, at
8:30 p.m. In the event you missed it the first time, be sure to see the encore showing. [Due to the
thoughtful generosity of Takeshi Teshima (B/Japan) and Tokuji Ono (B), the Club 100 video library
has a copy of that video documentary. However, there are no English subtitles which were added by
the local NGN. Nevertheless, the video is available for members to borrow.]

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata

Members and wives of Maui Chapter enjoyed a delicious Mothers’ Day lunch at the Maui Tropical
Plantation restaurant in Waikapu on Tuesday, May 11. Satoji Arisumi was the hardworking chairman
of this event and he was ably assisted by his wife, Ann. She had prepared dozens of potted plants to
give to each of the ladies coming to lunch. There were 24 members, 21 wives or guests, and 11
widows. Chapter President Stanley Izumigawa thanked Satoji for his hard work in preparing this
lunch, and then called on Wataru Kaneshina to bless the food. It was ladies first at the buffet table
loaded with ‘ono’ foods. Following lunch, members and wives enjoyed a stroll through the tropical
plantation and in the souvenir shop.

We thank Goichi Shimanuki for his generous donation to Maui Chapter in memory of his late wife,
Dorothy, who passed away March 11, 1999,

We extend our get-well wishes to Mrs. Sue (Wataru) Kaneshina, who was hospitalized recently.

There will be a family night on Friday, July 9, at the Kahului Community Center, with Groups 1 and 2
in charge.

Our Chapter President Stanley Izumigawa took a trip to Europe in April and submitted the following
article about his visit.

Chasing Memories
By Stanley Izumigawa

Some memories are indelible and forever etched in the mind, but pursuing them can be very
elusive. Back in April 1945, “A” Company spearheaded the 100™’s attack on the Gothic
Line.

In my mind I can still see Georgia Hill, the ground pockmarked by shell craters, the sheer
rock face and steep drop-off from near which I fired a couple of bazooka rockets towards an
enemy position; mines sticking out of the ground; enemy grenades hurtling in our direction;
our guys firing toward the enemy and ducking as they fired back; the fellow next to me
getting killed, shot in the head right through the helmet; seeing another of our dead and later
several of theirs; the cavelike dugout which had sheltered the enemy; they evacuating some of
their wounded under the protection of a large Red Cross flag; four P47 thunderbolt fighter
planes strafing and firing rockets at enemy positions that “C” Company was to attack.

I had always wanted to go back to that hill, and last month, April, 1999, I tried, but it was not
to be. From a rented House is Tuscany, it took 3-1/2 hours of driving just to get to the
vicinity and another hour or so stopping to ask directions and trying to find the right approach
to that ridge. The town (Serevessa) at the base of the ridge was much bigger than 1
remembered and while now and then, between the houses I could see where 1 wanted to go, I
realized that we didn’t have enough time to get up there. So, reluctantly, I let go of a dream
and headed back. From what I could see, time and nature had done their work and the once
barren ridge was covered with brush and growth and the ground obscured.



Enroute to France via Switzerland, the train passed alongside Lake Como, but here, too,
nothing looked familiar. Like elsewhere, growth and development had altered appearances.
It was like comparing Kihei now to what it was like in the mid-40’s.

In Bruyeres and Biffontaine, it snowed both mornings of the two days we were there and we
could only venture out in the afternoon. It was cold, and the light rain and wet ground,
reminiscent of October 1944, limited the time we could explore on foot. My guide, an
acquaintance in Bruyeres whom I had met during the group tour in *94, drove me all over, but
I couldn’t find places I had thought would be easy to find. For example, the hill just outside
Bruyeres where we had picked up a couple of prisoners, one a young lad of 15 or so who was
loudly crying for Mama, the other, about 60 years, who was crouched at the bottom of the
foxhole, rifle between his knees, stiff and trembling with fright; the same hill where I turned
to see the last in a line of Jerries aiming his rifle at me (I hit the ground and they all took off)
and where a little later Spud Munemori and I had fired at a group of Jerries clustered around a
foxhole about 30 yards away. Similarly, I couldn’t find a certain house in Biffontaine, and the
curve up the road where we had been shelled by mortars and 20mm cannon.

I didn’t even hope to find the area in the forest where, two days before the Lost Battalion was
rescued, a mortar blast sent me to the hospital for almost five months. Near this battle site,
though, alongside one of the many slit trench foxholes that are still there, we found a very
rusted grenade launcher attachment for the M1 rifle that one of our boys left there 55 years
ago. I have it as a souvenir for this trip.

We also stopped at several of the places shown in photographs in Chester Tanaka’s book, “Go
For Broke.” Recapturing the past was not easy, but it was fulfilling to try.

KAUAI CHAPTER NEWS by Tsugi Takemoto

Kauai Chapter is proud of the Certificate of Achievement it received at the Kauai Vietnam Era
Veterans Association Stand-Down on May 5, 1999, held at Hanamaulu Beach Park. The certificate
reads: “This Certificate of Achievement is presented to the Kauai 100" Infantry Battalion Club for its
conspicuous participation in Community Service. During the cited period, members of the 100™
Battalion provided outstanding service in all veteran-sponsored activities and community-based
volunteer work. The 100" Battalion was always there to help. Even at an ‘advanced’ age, the
members demonstrated the willingness ‘to do’ and with the same zest that made their Fighting Unit
famous during World War I1. We, the younger veterans, once again salute you for a job well done.” It
is signed by William T. Honjiyo, President of KVEVA. The Kauai members are proud of the
certificate and of this singular honor. .

It is good to have an alert member, Choichi Shimabukuro, “Shima,” as we call him, as he brought to
my attention that a member’s grandson, Tracy Nakano, played for the University of Hawaii baseball
team. He is the grandson of the late Kazu Mizuno and Kinue Mizuno, who missed our
Mothers/Fathers Day luncheon, as she attended Tracy’s graduation on Sunday.

The numbers get smaller as our members are home bound. Thirty-five attended our luncheon.
Dessert, guava cake, was donated by Wong’s Restaurant. Thanks to Susan Iwai who drove her Mom
and Dad, as Dad is not allowed to drive yet since his stroke. The same for Muggsy Morikawa and
Matsue, as their son did the driving. Heard that Matsue has to hide the keys. Thanks to Seichi Hoashi
for his donation of 6 amaryllis plants as prizes. Many thanks to Chizue Teshima, Grace Morimoto,
Mitsuko Miyazaki and Sachiko Yoshimoto who were the committee members in charge.

Some things do get mixed up: The JROTC at Kapaa and Waimea High Schools sent letters asking
about our participation in their Award presentations. I saw the Kapaa High letter, as it was sent to me,
but forwarded to Muggsy who never got it. Waimea High contacted a 100™ member in Waimea, but
somehow no message was relayed. Thanks to the alertness of Maxie Mukai, Treasurer, their award
was applied for and we now are ready to award it to the high school seniors. Both are for the best
female cadets and especially noted is Roxanne M. Silva of Waimea who will join the US Army after
. graduation, so she will obtain money for a college education. Rhonda Toki is the awardee from Kapaa
High. Glad everything worked out.

Taking the summer off, with graduation parties and weddings coming up. Next meeting will be
Sunday, August 15, at Green Garden. All of you come back refreshed with good ideas. See you all
then.



F COMPANY NEWS by Kenneth M. Higa

In general, people who love to travel have a list of places they want to visit and things they want to do.
For me, cruising through the two most famous canals, Panama and Suez, was on the list. In 1997 we
were planning to go on the Panama Canal cruise, but Bea got sick, so the plan was scrubbed. Last
year, we left Honolulu on March 20 for Bombay, India, to go on the Suez Canal cruise aboard the
Crystal Symphony with port calls at Salalah, Oman; Aqaba, Jordan; Haifa, Israel; and Athens, Greece.
Unlike the Panama Canal, the Suez Canal does not have any locks because the water level of the
Mediterranean Sea and the Gulf of Suez is roughly the same. It is 103 miles long which is about twice
the length of the Panama Canal. We were a tired bunch when we landed in Honolulu on April 10, after
the long flight from Athens via Frankfurt (Germany), JFK and San Francisco.

One down and one more to go.

Hooray! We made it this year. On March 22, we flew to Acapulco via Los Angeles to begin the
Panama Canal cruise aboard the Crystal Harmony from this city to New Orleans. Caldera, Costa Rica
was one of the port calls where we took the shore excursion. I was very much surprised to learn that
Costa Rica has no army, therefore, it is the most peaceful and democratic country in Latin America.
The National Liberation Movement permanently abolished the country’s army in 1948. It would be so
heavenly if every country in the world did the same.

Some interesting facts about the Panama Canal. The highest toll to transit the canal was $165,235.58
paid by the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line for its ship, “Rhapsody of the Seas,” and the lowest was 36
cents paid by Richard Halliburton, who. swam through the locks in 1928. Crystal Harmony’s toll for
this transit was $111,752.63. The toll price may seem rather expensive, but taking the shortcut through
the canal is more feasible and economical than the alternative route by South America’s Cape Hom,
considering the time, distance and cost. Can you imagine the total amount of dirt and rock that was
removed to build the canal? Well, if you made a wall 8 feet high, it would circle the earth at the
equator FOUR times.

Tadao and Helen Seo also went on the Panama Canal cruise shortly after we returned home in April.

They began the cruise aboard a Norwegian Cruise Line ship from Miami and ended at Los Angeles.

Helen said they enjoyed the cruise and so, are looking forward to cruising along the northeast states
coastline up to Canada next year.

In April, Charlie and Ethel Nishimura made their second trip this year to Las Vegas. They go on two
or more jaunts a year to the neon-lit city to enjoy themselves and to try to make some withdrawals
instead of deposits. They will be going to Los Angeles for the unveiling of the monument ceremony
and following that, “hele” on to Vegas again. Good luck!

Sue Kaneshina of Wailuku, Maui, suffered a slight stroke and is a patient in Hale Makua at Wailuku.
We pray for a speedy recovery and hope that she will be well enough to go home by the time this PPP
issue is out. ‘

During the past few months, like other chapters of Club 100, F Company also lost comrades and
kinfolk. On February 18, Hakaru Sam Tao of Koloa, Kauai, left us to meet his Maker and to reunite
with his wife Dorothy who passed away on December 11, 1997. Hakaru was a gung ho, live wire and
free-spirited individual with a mind of is own. He was a very popular member. He was a regular
attendee to our annual reunions until he became ill. 1 can clearly recall an incident that happened at the
last reunion he attended. The year was 1994; the place was the Natsunoya Tea House; the occasion
was the welcoming night party. Ted Hamasu, the entertainment program chairman, tried his best to
persuade Hakaru to sing another song because the gang had already sung the number, ‘“Hail, Hail the
Gang’s All Here.” But Hakaru, who already had a few beers under his belt, simply ignored Ted’s
persistent pleas and belted out the song in his own inimitable way. Yes, sirree! The Kauai Fox was
quite a character. He will be sorely missed by the Fox Clan. The next comrade to fall victim of the
Grim Reaper was Tadami Fujiwara of Waimanalo. He passed away on February 20 in the Veterans
Administration Center for Aging. Tadami, a retired landscaper, was a member of the second platoon.
Then, on March 15, Teruo “Charlie” Kitashima of Westhampton, New Jersey, died at home. He was
the younger brother of our comrade, James Kitashima. And on April 8, Saburo Inamasu lost his
beloved wife, Sueko. She passed away in Queen’s Hospital. To the Tao, Fujiwara, Kitashima and
Inamasu families, we are very, very sorry for the loss of your loved ones. Deepest sympathies to all of
you.

Sons and Daughters Newsletter is being mailed to all S&D members.
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IN MEMORIAM

] /  Robert Furuta (HQ/Rural)
' alm April 28, 1999

May he rest in péace.

The Club 100 Ohana extends deepest sympathies to the Furuta family.

DIS AND DAT Los Angeles/Las Vegas Tour by Ray Nesaka

California, here we come! On June 4, we will fly out on 747 Flight #52, leaving at 12:30 p.m. and
arriving in Los Angeles at 8:47 p.m. Please be at the airport by 10:30 a.m. and check your baggage
through the agricultural x-ray machine then go to the United Airlines check-in counter where the
Nosakas will be waiting. The unveiling ceremony commences at 10:00 a.m. June 5, at the Memorial
Site which is just one block away from the Miyako Hotel. We will all meet at the Miyako Lobby at
9:00 a.m. to walk together to the site. After the ceremony, we will be bussed to the Luncheon/Banquet
at the Intercontinental Hotel. There will be entertainment and the main speaker will be Congressman
Robert Matsui and Secretary of the Army, Louis Caldera will be giving congratulatory remarks at both
the ceremony and the luncheon. Senator Daniel Inouye will be the keynote speaker at the ceremony.
~ Afier the luncheon, you will be bussed back to the hotel where your time will be free to do as you
wish. You can meet with your relatives or friends or go sight-seeing or walk back to the monument
and take a closer look. There are many restaurants within walking distance of the hotel. We will be
leaving on Sunday morning, bright and early (meet at 7:15 a.m. in the lobby) by chartered bus for Las
Vegas. It is important that you be on time as we are the first stop, and will pick up some more people
in Gardena on the way to Vegas. You can catch up on your sleep on the bus. The following people are
signed up to attend the unveiling and the luncheon: Kunio Fujimoto, Wilfred Fujishige, Ted and
Tsuruye Hamasu, Mark and Michiko Hashimoto, Shizuya and Mavis Hayashi, Kenneth and Beatrice
Higa, Roy Honbo, Katsumi and Jeanne Maeda, Wendy Maeda, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Oscar and
Hisako Miyashiro, Cary Miyashiro, Earl Miyashiro, Joe and Katherine Muramatsu, Hide Nakamine,
Nancy Nakamura, Sonsei and Elaine Nakamura, Edwin and Helen Nakashima, Charles and Ethel
Nishimura, Takeichi and Dorothy Onishi, Masao and Chieko Sato, Goro and Gladys Sumida, Kazuto
and Lynn Shimizu, Tamotsu and Yoneko Shimizu, Hiromi and Gloria Suehiro, Charles and Jean
Tanaka, Rikio and Evelyn Tsuda, Kazuo and Mary Yamane, Vanessa Wilcox, Glenn, Toshie and Chad
Yabuki, Albert and Vonnie Turner, Takeshi Teshima, Stephen Waite, Ray and Aki Nosaka (tour
escorts).

Ben Tagami has assured us that there will be golf, slot tournaments, sight-seeing tours (by June
Kurisu), meeting old and new friends in the hospitality room, as well as the delicious food, fruits, etc.
What more can a person want? We would like to salute the faithful people who year after year man the
hospitality room. Our hats off to Jean Tagami, Henry and Elsie Hayashi, Sam and Teri Fujikawa, Toe
Yoshino, Chiz Ohira, Fumi Sakato, and many others. You are all wonderful!

Be sure to register with one of Ben Tagami’s committee members as soon as you arrive in Las Vegas
and pay for the Wednesday nite (June 9) banquet.

Please watch for a “departure time and place” notice which will be posted on a wall in the hospitality
room. Our bus will depart for the Las Vegas Airport sometime Thursday (June 10) morning.

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Once again the Alkane Music Makers (Baker Ukulele Group) performed
at the Convalescent Center of Honolulu on May 6™. It was a pleasure and so rewarding to see the
smiles on the faces of the patients and to see them trying to sing or keep time with the music. We
thank the following members and aikanes: Kimi Matsuda, Evelyn Tsuda, Stella Tanigawa, Tom
Tsubota, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Marie Yoneshige, Jane Ueoka (MC), Doris and Henry Ishida, Yori
Inouye, Ralph Tomei, Hilda Kaneshiro, Myrtle Nakasato and James Kanemori.

I close with “Be cheerful, Don’t worry and be Happy.”
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CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JUNE 1999

ABLE.....oooiiecrircecneereens Saturday, June 19..........ccccveeeeene. -3 ¢ 1 VRO Lounge
Note: The Able Chapter meeting is one week earlier than usual due to the 57 Anniversary banquet on June 26.
BAKER.........cvietriiniia Saturday, June 19 ... 5 o8 ¢ PO Lounge
CHARLIE.......ccccoovevvvevenan. Monday, June 21 ........c.covvvirinnen. 10am.. e, Board Room
DOG ..o, Saturday, June 19 ... Bam.. .o Board Room
HQ. ..o Tuesday, June 22 ... 9:30 @M. o Lounge
HAWAIL ... Thursday, June24........................ AJA Veterans Memorial Hall
MAUI '

RURAL

KAUAI

BOARD.....coeievieens Friday, June 18.......c...coooevnmicccnne. 10:00 am..ccnneenneeen, Board Room
S5&D BOARD.........cooevmne. Friday, June 18........cccoviininninnnn. 7Ppm. e Board Room
GREEN THUMSB.................. Monday, June7 ... 10am. e Lounge
KARAOKE FUN NITE.......Friday, June 11.......cccceovverinnnnnee 6PM. e Turner Hall
RECEPTION FOR TAKESHI TESHIMA....Tuesday, June 8...11 a.m. ... Turner Hall and Lounge
ANNUAL CLUBHOUSE CLEAN UP.... Saturday...May 29......8 am.

DROP OFF TI LEAVES...Monday, May 31 anytime for ti-leaf lei for LA Monument

The Clubhouse Office will be closed on Friday, June 4; Wednesday, June 9, and Friday, June 11. If
you need to call the office, please leave a voice message and the Executive Secretary will return your
call.

Deadline for articles for the July 1999 issue is Tuesday, June 15, 1999. E-mail articles to
datanaka@juno.com or fax to (808) 946-0273.

The PukaPuka Parade collating will be on Thursday, June 24 at 8:30 a.m. Baker and Rural Chapters
‘are responsible for providing the manpower and refreshments, but everyone else is welcome to help.

BULK RATE
‘Us. Postage
Club 100 - PAID
Veterans of the 100th Infantry Battalion PHoanulu HI
ermit No. 158
520 Kamoku Street —

Honolulu HI 96826-5120

JUNE 1999 ISSUE

T RS e mm o S 2 I e e e ———

M i vt s e e o e [ R
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ANNUAL CLUBHOUSE CLEANUP
SATURDAY
MAY '29, 1999
8 AM.

PARKING AT ALA WAI SCHOOL

Bring: rags, newspapers, step stools, portable
vacuum cleaners, feather dusters, buckets

“Brunch” will be served at 9:30 a.m. You may leave
~after this break or you may continue to work.

Members, wives, widows, sons, daughters, grand-
children are welcome!

If you cannot come at 8 a.m., come any time.
Guaranteed there will be some work for you.

INFORMATION CENTRAL:

Ginevra Scerparra who lived near Livorno, Italy, would like to get in touch with Franko
Uyeno or Kozuto Urada. She corresponded with him after she moved to Rome. If you
have any information, please contact Tamara Albertini, 943-0654, or write to her at 1676
Ala Moana Blvd., #1010, Honolulu HI 96815. Or call Club 100 office at 946-0272.

See reverse side for MINI REUNION
Registration Form
(October 17-21, 1999)




CLUB 100 MINI REUNION CALIFORNIA HOTEL & CASINO

HOSTS : SO. CALIFORNIA CHAPTER
DATE: OCTOBER 17 -21,1999

Leave Honolulu Oct17 UAL FIt #58 10:00 a.m. Arr San Francisco 5:50 p.m.
Leave San Francisco UAL Flt #2314 6:35 p.m. Arrive Las Vegas 7:57 p.m.

RETURN TO HONOLULU

Leave Las Vegas Oct21 UAL 10:40am. - Arrive San Francisco 12:15 p.m.
Leave San Franciso UAL Flt #61 2:10 p.m. Arrive Honolulu 4:24 p.m.

AIRFARE: $388.00 plus $12.00 for transportation (airport/hotel) round trip
Hotel Rate: $95.00 per person double occupancy
$142.00 single '

We are holding a limited number of seats on United Airlines, and we are allotted 38 rooms at the
California Hotel. So, if you don’t want to miss out on this last reunion before the new millenium,
send in your deposit and registration form as soon as possible.

Note: The registration fee of $15.00 and the banquet fee of $25.00 will be payable to the So. Calif.
Chapter after you arrive in Las Vegas. Also, you can register for the slot tournaments to be held each
day, and sign up for the bus tours conducted by June Kurisn. We will print any new information as it
becomes available .

CLUB 100 MINI REUNION REGISTRATON FORM LAS VEGAS OCT 17- 21, 1999
NAME... ... COMPANION. ...ttt
ADDRESS........cooivoveverereeesseeeeeeeeoes TELEPHONE. ........ovvveovieoeeeeeeeerennene
CREDIT CARD: VISA MASTER AMEX #.. iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e
: EXPIRATION DATE................. PP
UNITED ORDELTAMILEAGE #.. ..o
In case of emergency, please notify:
NamMe. ..o e Phone.....coooii
Relationship.........cccoveeevviniien Total deposit of $50.00 per person enclosed...............
SIGNATURE. ..........oooveverereoereeeeeseernen.
Make checks payable to CITY TRAVEL.
Mail to: City Travel ( Attention Kiyoshi Kami)
1259 S. Beretania St. Suite 23
Honolulu, Hi 96814

| Or: Ray Nosaka
847 20™ Avenue
Honolulu, Hi 96816





