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KEY VOTES IN 1988

Now that the 100th Congress has passed its Second Session halfway mark, | thought it
was time to update you on key votes and legislative action.

As your Representative on Capitol Hill, I've tried hard to keep you abreast of con-
gressional action, particularly as it affects you and Hawaii. It is important that you know
what your public servants are doing for you.

I voted AGAINST a pay raise for Members of Congress by supporting the Crane
Amendment. The amendment passed by 230 to 170. Had it failed, Members of Congress
would have received a four percent pay raise.

| voted FOR H.R. 4783, a bill to renew and fund the nation’s federally-backed education
programs. It also supports Social Security and Medicare programs. The bill was adopted
by a 362-46 vote. Included in the legislation was funding for financial aid for college
students; health care for the poor; and, job training for the unemployed. Increased fund-
ing was also provided for AIDS research and elementary and secondary education for
disadvantaged children.

| voted FOR a legislative rule to consider on the House Floor a long- term health care
bill for the chronically ill. Unfortunately, the rule was defeated, 169-243. | will continue to
work for a comprehensive long- term health care measure.

| voted FOR legislation to outlaw “plastic guns.” The measure passed by a 413-4 margin.
The bill, as passed by the House, would ban the importation or production of any firearm
that does not contain at least 3.7 ounces of detectable metal. The bill, in effect, outlaws
any firearm which cannot be detected by airport security scanners.

| voted FOR a bill that includes a provision to ban obscene (so-called dial-a-porn) tele-
phone services, which are of concern because of their accessibility to children. The
measure, which was included in H.R. 5, the 100th Congress’ major education legislation,
passed by a 397-1 margin.

| voted FOR the Civil Rights Restoration Act, and voted again in FAVOR of overriding a
presidential veto. The bill provides for broad coverage of four major civil rights laws by
making clear that if part of an institution receives federal funds, the entire institution must
abide by our national anti-discrimination laws. The veto was overridden by a 292-133
vote.

The House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee, on which | serve, has passed
legislation which establishes new regulations for ocean mining activity within the U.S. Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The measure was developed with the cooperation of
coastal states and environmental organizations. Existing regulations used by the Interior
Department neither provide adequate protection for the environment nor for the rights of
states to participate in the leasing process.

As passed by the Committee, the legislation includes several provisions that | sponsored.
For instance, the bill provides for a dispute resolution panel. Any state may use such a
panel to oppose mining activity off its shores. In addition, the bill contains guidelines that
ensure that a state will receive compensation for any mining done off its coastline.




The bill will now be considered by the House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee be- @
fore it is brought to the House floor for a final vote. :

RESTRICTING The House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee recently passed legislation which

OCEAN DUMPING prohibits the ocean dumping of sewage sludge. The practice of dumping sewage sludge
in the ocean has damaged our marine environment. Commercial and sport fishermen
have experienced reduced catches and have found an increasing number of diseased
fish and shellfish.

The bill establishes monetary fines for anyone who violates the dumping prohibitions.
The fines collected will be used to help develop land-based alternatives to ocean dump-
ing of sewage sludge.

PLASTICS Legislation to prevent the disposal of plastics into the ocean by private marine and Navy
POLLUTION vessels has become law. The measure originated in a subcommittee of which | am a
member: The Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife Conservation and the Environment.

The law prohibits the disposal of plastic garbage by U.S. flag vessels in all ocean waters.
The law also places restriction on the dumping of paper, dunnage, metals, glass bottles
and food. The purpose of the law is to keep items which do not disintegrate from fouling
our oceans and hurting marine life.

The legislation also includes provisions to require the Secretary of State to enter into
negotiations with foreign countries whose fishing fleets use high seas driftnets. These @
long nets, which are set adrift, can cause terrible damage to sea life that is of no com-

mercial value.

The law mandates an impact of assessment of driftnets on America’s marine resources.
It also calls for the establishment of an international system of laws and regulations gov-
erning driftnet usage, and would allow for U.S. sanctions against other countries which
do not join in an agreement to restrict driftnets.

SAIKI | recently introduced legislation which could greatly increase the ability to Hawaii resi-

LEASEHOLD BILL dents to become true homeowners.

Under my bill, persons who own the leased fee interest in condominiums and co-
operatives, as well as single-family homes, could sell that interest to tenants without hav-
ing to pay federal taxes on the sale’s proceeds. This would be an incentive for leasehold
owners to sell the rights to actual tenants.

My bill does not mandate such a sale, and does not require condemnation proceedings.
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