COPD
STATEMENT
ON THE
ANNOUNCED
LIFTING OF
MARTIAL
LAW

It has been announced that martial law will be lifted this month
and political detainees will be released. However, this cannot has-
ten the return to normal and democratic processes which Presi-
dent Ferdinand E. Marcos has promised the nation when he has
made reservations and exceptions in the case of some persons who
may be classified by him and his military intelligence as “viciously
militant,” “hard core” and as “subversives.” Considering that the
present political detainees may very easily be placed under this
classification by the standards the authorities concerned may set
up themselves, it is not far-fetched to say that the old practice can



still continue, with persons still being held without charges under
“preventive custody.” As a matter of fact even as it has been an-
nounced that political detainees will be released and the practice
of arresting by ASSO will not be resorted to, laborers and other
persons have again been apprehended recently and detained, n
spite of the announced imminent lifting of martial law.

In order that there can be real return to normal democratic
processes, and the needed unity of purpose and cooperation from
all sectors of society generated, to solve the pressing and mount-
ing political, social and economic problems which plague the nation,

a. there must be complete restoration of real respect and ob-
servance of basic human rights;

b. arrests should be made only in accordance with proce-
dures established before martial law was declared and per-
sons held only on warrants duly issued by judicial author-
ities;

¢. complete .abrogation of the so-called ‘“preventive arrest”
wherein persons are held but not charged, are denied bail
and speedy trial by a competent civil court;

d. absolute removal of all forms of inhuman, cruel and un-
usual punishments and torture including the “bartolina”
“solitary confinement” holding “incommunicado” and the
like;

e. all political detainees should be released unless charges are
immediately filed against them, preliminary hearing and
trial held with right to counsel of their own choice at all
stages of their detention, investigation and criminal pro-
ceedings against them which should be before the civil
courts, or before military tribunals, if they are military
personnel subject to their lawful jurisdiction.
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