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SENATOR INOUYE’S REMARKS AT RECEPTION HOSTED BY
FOREIGN MINISTER
Monday, May 23, 2005

Your Excellency Foreign Minister Machimura, on behalf of the Japanese
American National Museum and our guests this evening, let me thank you for
hosting this wonderful reception.

This reception begins a historic week of events that will bring together Board
members from the National Museum and leaders from Japan. We are most
honored to be with you this evening and we deeply appreciate the support
which we have received from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
government of Japan.

The history of Japan — Is a continuum of challenges. History has shown that
Japan has been able to overcome challenges and problems and come forth
stronger each time. This moment is no exception — there are great challenges,
not just economic but ones involving your national security. Likewise, the
United States faces many challenges today. But the relationship between our
two countries has never been stronger and we know that we will continue to
work together to address our mutual concerns.

We of Japanese ancestry and others who are friends of Japan are developing a
network of Japanese and Nikkei in the United States so that at all times we can
keep ourselves advised of what is happening in our nations and how best we
can be of assistance. Every country maintains organizations of that nature and
we look forward to strong working relationships in the future. I am pleased
that the Japanese American National Museum is taking a leadership role to
develop such a network and in establishing greater exchange between our two
countries. The Japanese American National Museum is the one institution in
the United States that brings together Nikkei from all walks of life and I am
proud to serve with others here this evening as a member of the Board.

We thank you again for bringing together such an important group to
welcome us to Japan and we look forward to working with you in the years to
come.




