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Economic ‘‘Shot-in-the-Arm’”’ 

Work on $2 Million Majuro Airfield Progressing 
MAJURO---The Marshall islanders are 

counting the days until the new $2 
million-plus Majuro Airfield will be 

operational. 

oti e facility will be a tremendous 
ort-in}the-arm for Majuro’s growing 

, Congress of Micronesia 

Senate President Amata Kabua said 
recently. ‘Satellite benefits will include 

an abundance of water and primary 

roads.” 
Majuro’s new airfield-water 

catchment system under construction is 

running two months late and is now 

projected to be completed in 

mid-February next year. 

‘“‘We have some 65 American 

International Construction workers 

laboring daily to finish Phase 1,” Milton 
Scoutaris, project officer for the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, stated. 

Phase 1 includes the clearing and 

grading, filling, packing and excavation 

of the 7,000-foot plus runaway and the 

building of a 500,000-gallon central 
water storage facility under the 

runaway. 
Phase 11---slated to be finished in 

1974--will include a terminal building, 

runaway-water catchment, airfield 

lighting and electronic navigational 

aids. 
Under this phase, an 8,000-gallon 

water storage tank, three skimming 

wells, and three pumping station will be 

build and the paving of the primary 

road to Rita village, some eight miles 

northwest of the new runaway, is 

programmed. 

The Corps of Engineers is responsible 

for the implementation of designs and 

specifications and American 

International is doing the construction. 

Scoutaris said future plans call for 

PA @. the extension of the runaway to 10,000 
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feet to accomodate larger jets including 

the Jumbo 747s. 

Meanwhile, the construction site is 

the hub of bee-hive activity where men 

and machines are clawing the landscape. 

Only a lonely tree stands where once 
grew rows of coconut trees and lush 
jungle vegetation. 

American International has landed 

more than 3,500 tons of equipment 

including giant cranes, heavy duty 

trucks and bulky  earth-moving 

machines. 

A self-contained base camp, six miles 

from the district center, services the 

AIC staff and workers. 

“Majuro is the Eastern gateway of 

Micronesia,’ Senator Kabua says. “The 
new airport will open the way for travel 

to the South Pacific. 
Senator Kabua feels that the people 

will gain the economic benefits of the 

new airport facility. 

“It is inevitable that we will be 

welcoming many tourists and 

businessmen. This will mean a flow of 

fresh dollar revenues to our people,” he 

said. 

Meanwhile, the Trust Territory 

Government was officially presented 

March 24 with a feasibility study of 

proposed projects in the Yap and Palau 

Districts. 

The study, covering proposals for a 

harbor and airport in Yap, and an 

airport and bridge between Koror and 
Babelthaup in Palau, was prepared by 

the Northrop Corporation of’ Los 

Angeles, in consultation with another 

LA firm, the Ralph M. Parsons Co. 

The two firms began their study in 

Palau on Jan.6 of this year. The final 

report and recommendations are 

contained in 50 helfty volumes--each 

set weighing more than 500 pounds. 

(Con’t. Page 4)  



  

  

  

  

Editor's Note: The following editorial 
appeared in the "PACIFIC DAILY NEWS" 
on March 25, 1971. The Department of 
Resources and Development expresses its 
greatful appreciation. 
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EDITORIALS 

Economic Development 

Moves At Snail’s Pace 
A man that has perhaps one of the toughest jobs in the world is 

Wyman Zachary, who directs the Trust Territory’s Economic 
Development program. Zachary, a genial, hard-working Idahoan, 
who. has been in Micronesia for the past 17 months has a dozen 
strikes against him, before he can start the old ball game. Let’s name 
a few, just so you can see the problems he has facing him. 

1. Micronesia is almost totally devoid of raw material for any real 

industry. 
2. Micronesia is almost totally devoid of any skilled labor for most 

types of economic endeavor. 
3. Micronesia is thousands of miles away from any major market, 

even if did have some industry. This means that a tremendous 
expense for shipping raw materials in, and shipping the finished 
product out, must be tacked onto the end product. 

4. A United Nations Trusteeship agreement that prohibits outside 

capital from any source, with the exception of U.S. capital-—-and 
even that is limited, because restrictions are made on Micronesian 
participation. 

5. A lack of land available for development. Most of the land is 
either not suited for development such as agriculture, or is military 
retention area, or is far from the urban centers. There is startlingly 
small amount of land mass in a!l of Micronesia in any case. 

6. A singular handicap in development is the bureaucratic red-tape 

that has built up over 25 years of the American administration that 

stiffles most attempts to get anything accomplished. 
7. The various cultures that exist, and the language barriers. Many 

islanders don’t really want economic development at all, because 

they see in it the evils of the white man’s society, with the resulting 

pollution, smog, ulcers, etc. 
8. Communications are minimal between district centers, and non 

existant in most of the smaller islands. If Zachary wanted to explore 
the possibilities of agriculture on Rota, for instance, he would have 
to plan on at least a three day trip, letting the rest of his work hang. 
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9. While better now, transportation is still a problem. It is 
expensive, and time consuming, and not always available when you | 
want it. 

10. Few outside (U.S.) investors are willing to invest much money 
in Micronesia because of it’s uncertain political status. Why should a 
businessman put thousands of dollars in a Micronesian firm when 
there is no assurance that the islands may opt for independence, and 

toss out all foreign capital, or nationalize it, as so many new 
countries have done. 

11. A lack of good harbors to ‘bring in imports, or take out 
exports, Saipan’s harbor is only adequate, and for small ships. 
Tinian’s is fair. Rota’s is horrible. Many of the other districts have a 
real problem, especially with any large ships. The airport situation 
isn’t much better. Only the district centers, and Rota and Tinian- 
have any real strips, although some of the islands, such as Ulithi; 
Pagan, Peliliu, Anguar, have adequate strips left from the war that 
could be quite easily fixed up. 

12. No “seed money” investment capital that could be used as 
loans to local people in farming or fishing. A fund such as GEDA has 

on Guam is non-existent in the Trust Territory. Local capital is 
next to impossible to get, and so is outside capital, and finally, so are 
government loans. 

On the fact of the material above, it would appear that Zachary’s 
job is impossible. And it may well be. Yet, the islands of Micronesia 
do have some things going for it, and these could be capitalized on 
in an effort to provide the people of the islands a better standard of 
living, and less reliance on the Yankee dollar. 

One example of lack of coordination would be that here on Guam 
we have a real need for fresh produce, and on an island a few miles 
away (Rota) there is: plentiful land available to grow such crops, and 
people available to do the work. Too, the sea around us abounds 
with fish, yet we see plane loads of fresh fish being brought in from 
the Phillipines. Towrism, which has brought such an economic boom 
to Guam has scarcely been touched in the Trust Territory, and in 
fact, only recently was a director of tourism appointed. What, may. 
we ask, took so long? 

We feel that despite many hurdles facing our island neighbors, that 
economic development has been much too slow. It seems to be time 
for a reassessment of the entire program, so that it can proceed 
ahead with new vigor. 

Congress Hears TT Omnibus Bill 
: on 

COLEMAN ZACHARY 
Deputy High Commissioner Peter T. Coleman and Department of 
Resources and Development Director Wyman X. Zachary are 
enroute home to Saipan following hearings before the U.S. 
Congress on matters relating to the Trust Territory. 

They testified on the TT Omnibus Bill including an increase in 
the ceiling for the Economic Development Loan Fund (EDLF) to 
$5 million. 

Also appearing at the hearings was Maynard Neas, Chief, Land 
Cadaster Branch, Division of Lands and Surveys. 

Coleman reported that the hearings went “very well” and 
expressed the hope that the legislation would be passed by the 
Congress this session. 

Coleman and Zachary are inspecting the Lummi _ Indian 
Aquaculture Project at Marietta, Wash, before returning to Saipan.  



Zachary Spells Out Development Goals 
Director of the Department of 

Resources and Development Wyman X. 

Zachary spelled out four specific goals 

aimed to better the economy of 

Micronesia. 

“‘Contrary to some _ criticisms 

expressed during the recent session of 

the Congress of Micronesia, there are 

several specific goals for economic 

development,’’ he told a_ news 

conference recently. 

“Our department is moving to 

accomplish these goals with a number of 

clearly defined programs,” he said. 

The goals are: 

---To catch and market fish. 

--To raise and market agricultural 

produce, including livestock, poultry 

and agricultrual products. 

MILI Hikes 
Service Rates 

A new set of shipping rates for 

service to the Trust Territory has been 

announced by Micronesian Interocean 

Lines, Inc. (MILI). The new rates are to 

take effect April 18. 

A net overall increase in rates of 

about 15.5 per cent has been approval 

by the Water Transportation Review 

Board for the Trust. Territory 

Transportation System. 

The hike is necessary, according to a 

MILI spokeman, because of an 80 per 

cent increase in the cost of fuel during 

the last three years, a 50 per cent rise in 

the cost of seagoing labor, and a 50 to 

90 per cent increase in shoreside labor 

costs. In addition, the cost of acquiring 

and maintaining a reliable, adequate 

fleet of ships to serve the Trust 

Territory is cited as a justification for 

the raise in rates. 

The new rates affect all commodities 

shipped between the Far East, Pacific 

ports of the United States and the 

various ports of the Trust Territory. 

Some rates ports of the United States 

and the various ports of the Trust 

Territory. Some rates have been 

lowered, and others remained 

unchanged, but most have _ been 

increased, resulting in an overall, average 

increase. 

The cost to consumers; of the 

increase is calculated to be about 1 cent 
per dollar for imported merchandise. 

---To create and help develop 

everthing in building up tourism. 

---To help in any way to get a greater 

interest in manufacturing in the Trust 

Territory, developing things which will 

use the natural resources of the area. 

The department is proceeding on 

fisheries development and that this 

certainly represents one of the most 

specific goals of R&D in the next several 

years, Zachary said. 

Regarding agriculture, Zachary noted 

that the department has probably failed 

in the past in the area of “motivating 
people to produce” agricultural 

products. He said there has been little 

incentive for people to become farmers 

because of the lack of adequate markets 

Land Ceremonies 

At San Vicente 

Two residents of San Vicente Village 

on Saipan were awarded certificates of 

land ownership for two lots in 

ceremonies March 22. 

Marianas District Administrator 

Francisco C. Ada_ presented the 

certificates to Mariano C. Borja and 

Vicente Feherang. 

On hand to witness the ceremonies 

were representatives of the Marianas 

Land Commission and members of the 

Land Registration Team, _ including 

Senior Land Commissioner James 

Johnson; Chief of the Land and Surveys 

Division Paul Dennis; Chief of the Land 

Cadaster Program Maynard Neas, and 

other officials. 

A spokeman for the Land 

Commission which was established by 

the Congress of Micronesia in 1968, 

said that despite a number of disputes 

and other problems, definite progress is 

being made toward determining land 

ownership throughout the Marianas. 

To date, the commission has issued 

some 221 certificates of land ownership 

to private citizens, and has also 

validated claims to some 200 public 

domain lots which will eventually be 

placed under the homestead program 

for future use by the people of the 

Marianas. 

According to Marianas Land 

Commissioner Felipe Ruak, 61 of 

private land titles and 147 of the public 

for their products. 

Here again, Zachary noted, the major 

problem has been that of transporting 
the produce to markets. 

In the field of tourism, he indicated 

that a major problem is the lack of hotel 

facilities, particularly in the districts 

other than the Marianas. 

Zachary listed several types of 

manufacturing enterprises that he feels 

could be profitably set up in Micronesia. 

The manufacture of charcoal, 

clothing, oil refining and_ the 

exploration of possible oil and other 

mineral reserves in the Trust Territory 

and surrounding waters were 

mentioned. 

Fisheries Meeting Held 

The Pacific Islands Development 

Commission’s planning committee. met 

March 31-April 3 at Long Beach, Cal., 

to establish priorities for a $1.6 million 

fisheries program. 

The commission is composed of the 

Chief Executives of Hawaii, American 

Samoa, Guam and the Trust Territory. 

Peter T. Wilson, Chief, Marine 

Resources Division, Department of 

Resources and Development, attended 

the California meeting. 

Primary discussion included the 

development of tuna and_ baitfish 

resources of the Central and Western 

Pacific. 

Irene is ‘‘Boss’’ 

The Department of Resources and 
Development has a new “‘director’ on 
March 23. 

Irene Masang, a student at Mt. 
Carmel High School, took over the 
duties of the director as part of the 
annual ‘Youth Day” program. 

  

domain lo ts are on the Island of Tinian, 

where determination of land ownership 

is nearly complete except for 

agricultural lands. Public hearings have 

also been held by the registration team 

on Rota, but no _ certificates of 

ownership have yet been issued to 

people there.  
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Majuro 
Airtield 

High Commissioner Edward E. 

Johnston, who was on hand for the 

presentation of the study, said: ‘’! hope 

that this is the document on which we 

can make a decision, and not simply the 

starting point for yet another study.” 

The total cost of the four projects is 

estimated, if construction were to begin 

within a reasonable period of time, eid Ae owe Ge : = % 

about $i2 million. a Fo a ah i ales a oe 

Bulldozer levelin uro runway 

26,700 Tourists 

Visit in 1970 
Some 26,700 visitor entries to the 

Trust Territory were recorded during 

the calendar year ending December, 

1970. 

The Office of Tourism, Division of 

Economic Development, said the total 

compared with 20,600 an approximate 

30 percent increase over corresponding 

period of 1969. 

Direct tourist expenditures in 

Micronesia in calendar 1970 amounted 

to about $2 million, double those of 
1969. 

U.S. visitor entries remained about 

60 percent of the total, while Japanese 

entried remained about 25 percent. 

The Marianas led the other districts 

with the most visitors with 19,428 

followed by Palau, 1,950; Ponape, 

: 1,460; Yap, 1,427; Marshalls, 1,246; 

Men and machine shape runway water catchment and Truk 1,227. : 
(R&D PHOTOS) The greatest change in the number of 

tourists showed in the Eastern Districts 

showed in the Eastern Districts with a 

370 percent increase over 1969 in 
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