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Q: How did you get into anthropology/archaeology, and
specifically that of Easter? What triggered your interest?

By being a palynologist. Palynology has always had
clo e links with archaeology. And, while I was school, I read
Heyerdahl' Aku Aku.

Q: Who or what do you consider to be your most signifi­
cant influence (scientific or otherwise) either as a person or a
particular work, or series of works?

The u e of Easter I land a a warning for OUI planet, in
the book Easter Island, Earth Island.

Q: What theory or project of yours turned out to be ei­
ther different from what you expected, or surprised you?

I had expected the New Zealand academic community to
be more open minded about the pre ence of people in ew
Zealand before AD 1200.

Q: What would you have done ifyou had not pursued
your current liners) of research and interests?

Become a landscape gardener.

Q. What was your best Eureka moment?

Finding that the palm fruits from Ea ter I land were
clo ely related to the Chilean wine palm.

Q. What do you hope 10 accomplish (in anthropology/
archaeology) on Easter Island in the future?

I hope to take cores to the bottom of Rano Kau and do
the palynology and dating of them.

Q. What are you currently reading?

Krakatoa by Simon Winchester

Q. Date and place ofbirth?

Ormskirk, England, 15 July 1936

Q. A list ofyour major publications?

Bahn, P. and J. R. Flenley, 1992. Easter Island, Earth Island,
London: Thames and Hud on.

Bush, M. B. and J. R. Flenley, 1987. The Age of the Briti h
Chalk Grassland, Nature, Lond. 329:434-6.

Dran field, J., J. R. Flenley, S. Rapu and D. D. Harkne ,
1984. A Recently Extinct Palm from Ea ter I land, Na­
ture, Lond. 312:750-752.

Flenley, J. R., B. K. Maloney, D. Ford and G. Hallam, 1975.
Trapa natans in the British Flandrian, Nature. Lond. 257:
39-41.

Flenley, J. R. 1979. The Equatorial Rain Forest - a Geologi­
cal history, London: Butterworths.

Flenley, J. R. and K. Richard ed. 1982. The Krakatoa Cen­
tenary Expedition: Final Report, Geography Department,
Hull University, Miscellaneou Serie 0.25.

Flenley, J. R. and S. M. King, 1984. Late Quaternary Pollen
Record from Easter Island, Nature, London 307:47-50.

Flenley, J. R., A. S. M. King, J. T. Teller, M. E. Prentice, J.
Jack on and C. Chew, 1991. The Late Quaternary Vege­
tational and Climatic History of Ea ter I land, Journal of
Quaternary Science 6:85-115.

Flenley, J. R. 1998. Tropical Forests Under the Climates of
the La t 30,000 Year, Climatic Change 39:177-197.

Flenley, J. R. 2000. Keynote Address: The History of Human
Pre ence and Impact in I land S. E. Asia and the South
Pacific. R. M. McKenna and P. He p ed . Proceedings of
the 20th New Zealand Geography Conference, July 1999,

ew Zealand Geographical Society, Massey Univer ity,
Palmerston orth, pp 18-23.

Flenley, J. R. and P. Bahn, 2003. The Enigmas of Easter Is­
land: Island on the Edge, Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Flenley, J. R. 2004. Aspect of the Late Quaternary Environ­
ment in Aotearoa-New Zealand, pp 171-191. G. Kear ley
and B. Fitzharri ed. Glimpses ofa Gaian World: Essays
in Honour of Peter Holland, School of Social Science,
University of Otago, Dunedin, 400 pp.

Walker, D. and J. R. Flenley, 1979. Late Quaternary Vegeta­
tional History of the Enga Province of Upland Papua
New Guinea, Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc. B 186:265-344.

Rapa ui Journal 56 Vol. 19 (1) May 2005
1

et al.: Getting to Know You: Dr. John Flenley

Published by Kahualike, 2005


	Rapa Nui Journal: Journal of the Easter Island Foundation
	2005

	Getting to Know You: Dr. John Flenley, Massey University, New Zealand
	Recommended Citation

	Getting to Know You: Dr. John Flenley, Massey University, New Zealand



