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THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

A Review of Three Years' Development, as Reported
by the Director, Gregg M. Sinclair

To President David L. Crawford:

T HE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE has been in active operation since
1936. While three years is not long in the life of an insti­
tution, it perhaps is appropriate that we review the work

already accomplished, as this brief period was to have been some­
what experimental or exploratory in nature, and to raise the ques­
tion as to whether or not the results are commensurate with the
investment of money and effort thus far made. The Board of
Regents was sufficiently interested in this problem to devote the
entire time of a special meeting to it. and it is gratifying that
the members seemed to feel that the Oriental Institute has
achieved as much as could be expected in three years and that it
deserves continued public and private support. In this short period
of three years the Oriental Institute has made a good beginning: it
has gathered together a faculty of noteworthy standing; it has made
some progress in developing a curriculum both for undergraduate
and graduate work and has drawn to it a goodly number of stu­
dents. some of whom seem to offer good promise as scholars; it has
built up a library of considerable value.

These results should be gratifying to our, friends who have had
enough confidence in us to invest some $57.000 in this under­
taking during the past three years. As they naturally look to the
Board of Regents as the final judge in evaluating the work of the
several departments of the University. this recent review of the
Oriental Institute by the Board will doubtless make our 'patrons
doubly sure that their investment in this program was not mis­
placed. Those who have given us financial assistance during the
current fiscal year are as follows: G. N. Wilcox Fund. Charles
M. and Anna C. Cooke Trust. Juliette M. Atherton Trust. Mr.
Frank C. Atherton, Mrs. James Morgan. Mrs. Juliette M. Guard.
Mrs. Walter F. Frear. Mrs. John p~ Erdman. Mrs. Carolyn D.
Westervelt. Mr. Wallace Alexander. Miss Kate Wollman.

In the three year period our faculty in Oriental studies. not
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counting members who teach collateral courses, has included the
following individuals:

1936~37

S. C. Lee
W. T. Chan
S. Sakamaki
T. Kunitomo
K. Ch'en
Y. Uyehara
K.Nag

1937~38

S. C. Lee
W. T. Chan
J. Rahder
S. Y. Ch'en
S. Kimura
D. Carr
Y. Uyehara
K. Ch'en

1938~39

S. C. Lee
W. T. Chan
S. Y. Ch'en
J. Takakusu
S. Kimura
S. Sakarnaki
Y. Uyehara
K. Ch'en
D. Carr
Y. R. Chao

It will be seen from this list that our progress has been gradual,
that there has been no sudden growth. When the need has mani~

fested itself. we have increased our faculty. The men we have
invited to come have. for the most part, given upperclass or gradu~

ate courses; as our emphasis has been on scholarship rather than
popular appeal. the enrollment of students has not been excessively
large. but large enough for good. solid results. A detailed state~

ment of registrations for the current year is presented later in this
report.

* * *

T HE QUESTION is often asked, "Why should American stu­
dents come to Honolulu to study Oriental culture? Why
not go to a Japanese or a Chinese university and make a study

of the culture there?" The answer that the students can be more
adequately trained here only raises the question as to why this
should be so. In the first place, a graduate of an .American uni-

Why Study the Orient versity who wishes to specialize in
in Honolulu? Japanese or in Chinese culture does

not usually know the language: and
to know Japanese or Chinese well enough to go to a Tokyo or to
a Peiping university and take notes on the lectures of professors
would require that he spend from five to ten years in intensive
study of the language. He wishes to use it. as a research tool only:
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to understand the lectures he would have to know the idiom of
common speech, to acquire an extensive vocabulary, to understand
the spoken word even; better than does the man in the street. If
the student really wished to gain the right to study with the great
authorities of the Japanese or the Chinese intellectual worlds, he
would have no time in which to study the history, the religion,
the philosophy, the art; he would have to concentrate on the lan­
guage for a very long time. On the other hand, he may come to
this Institute, begin his study of Japanese or of Chinese under pro­
fessors who know the Western methods of language study, and
acquire within a reasonable time such facility with the language
and with the dictionary that he can gain the meaning of books
in his particular field. He may attend the classes of professors
like Dr. Junjiro Takakusu in Buddhist Philosophy or Dr. Shige­
haru Kimura in Japanese History, for these men conduct their
classes in English. In Japan, Dr. Kimura and Dr. Takakusu con­
duct their classes solely in Japanese; and their interest naturally
would be in young men who could comprehend almost intuitively
the shades of meaning and the nuances of their every statement.
Here, our Oriental professors are interested definitely in develop­
ing American scholars; there is no college or university in Japan
or China that is devoted to the development of American scholar­
ship.

Besides this, in the last thirty years there has grown up in the
United States a certain approach to scholarship that is of great
value. Our professors know the facts of Japanese or of Chinese
culture; and, having been educated in Western universities, they
are accustomed to Western methodology, something with which
professors in Eastern Asiatic universities usually do not concern
themselves. The services of our graduates are. to be utilized by,
and they will be fitted for work in, American universities; they will
be trained technically in the presentation of facts, the problems
of research, bibliographical material, etc. Our graduates are
trained definitely to teach according to the Western methods of
teaching.

It has been pointed out that Honolulu is somewhat isolated;
this we think is an advantage. As Dr. Shou-yi Ch'en puts it:
"The Oriental Institute is far enough away from the American
mainland to prepare students psychologically to prosecute studies
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in Oriental cultural heritages which are so noticeably different
from their own: and it is sufficiently removed from the actual
Orient to insure a detached point of view and a scientific method
of approach." And Dr. Ch'en adds: "With a steady growth of
the Oriental collections of the University Library, the insularity of
the Institute should be no hindrance to its proper development.
The Institute will provide a most valuable transition to, and prep­
aration for, further advanced research. By availing himself first
of the opportunities offered by the Institute, the young prospective
Orientalist will be enabled to accomplish more in a given period
of residence and research in the Orient."

One should point out the obvious fact that Oriental studies in
Hawaii means more than it does in many places. There is here an
urge to know the Orient, an urge that is very important to stu­
dents. The Orient is a living reality and not a research project.
As Dr. Y. R. Chao points out: uThis is the only place which has
the advantage of being thoroughly Occidental in its outlook, and
of having. on the other hand. a considerable range of actual Oriental
ways of living and thinking in its midst." The student. therefore,
who wishes to know Eastern civilizations may do well to get his
first lessons here. Certainly among the early generations of Jap­
anese or of Chinese, he may sec Eastern culture in perspective. To
be specific. one may become well acquainted with the religious life
of the Japanese and of the Chinese by making an intensive study of
the 25 Buddhist temples and the 35 Shinto Shrines and the 4
Chinese temples in the city of Honolulu. One may attend the ser­
vices, the ceremonials. or the festivals. One may study the theatre
and the dramas that arc presented by troupes from Japan or from
China: or the Oriental movies that are shown every evening. There
arc several places where one may study Oriental music. gardens,
dances, and flower arrangement. The Honolulu Academy of Arts
possesses fine collections of Japanese and Chinese Art, and it often
arranges for special exhibitions of paintings, color prints, dances,
doll festivals, and lectures by men of the type of Langdon War­
ner, Kiang Kang-Hu, Henry H. Hart. The Institute of Pacific
Relations, too, arranges for public meetings on Oriental subjects.
mostly on economic or political subjects. Honolulu is not a large
city, and these various phases of Oriental life or phases of life
in the Orient are not lost on its citizens, as would be the case in
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cities of larger size. These meetings are easily accessible, and they
give a tone to our life. In Honolulu the Orient is a living reality.

It is natural, therefore, that the study of the culture of Japan
and of China should be stressed here. From 1920, when Dr.
Tasuku Harada came to take charge of the Japanese Department,
and 1922, when Prof. S. C. Lee became the chairman of the
Chinese Department, the University has considered Oriental studies
as one of its major interests. It has gained a deserved reputation
in this field. It has brought here for work in the regular sessions
and in the summer sessions many professors of international stand­
ing-their names have been listed in previous reports-and all have
echoed the remark of one, who said: "The study of the Orient in
this university is not surprising: it is in line with its genius."

Dr. George P. Conger, Professor of Philosophy, University of
Minnesota, and member of the Eastern-Western Philosophers'
Conference, has made the following statement on this question:

"Modern knowledge is so complex that no one university now expects
to cover all the fields with equal distinction. The most that any institution
can do is to present a fairly well rounded set of studies. with here and there
a field or division of special achievement. Naturally. these divisions in which
universities excel one another differ with differences of location. equipment.
or personnel; it is not a matter of competition but of cooperation. Often
the specializations are technological; each school aims in a practical way to
develop scientific work which can be applied. for example. to the improve­
ment of agriculture or engineering. But. in the long run. man does not live
by technology alone; the cultural subjects. those slowly ripening fruits upon
the tree of life. are also in the keeping of the universities. and each university
should foster and de'\l'elop some one of them as its right to membership in
the enlightened fellowship of the universities and its contribution to the
enrichment of mankind's common heritage.

"For its specialization and its contribution. the University of Hawaii
seems naturally fitted to choose the field of Oriental Studies. Its location.
the varied racial stocks from which its students are drawn. its traditions. its
personnel, its equipment already secured and in prospect. all point unmis­
takably in this direction, Even the 'isolation' of the University helps­
the cultural subjects always thrive best where there is a certain measure of
detachment.

"For its cultural contacts. America has been too exclusively oriented
toward Europe-Europe which begins to show too many signs of sterility
and decadence. The 'Atlantic Period' of the last four or five hundred years
is bound to be supplemented. if not supplanted. by a new 'Pacific Period,'
And for that period. in time as well as in location. the University of Hawaii
may serve as a veritable gateway,"
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On this question Professor F. S. C. Northrop. Professor of
Philosophy. Yale University. and member of the Eastern-Western
Philosophers' Conference. commented as follows:

"One cannot avoid being impressed by the naturalness and uniqueness of
the contribution being made by the Oriental Institute of this University.

"To understand the East. more tban the reading of books is required. One
must have before one for study the actual subject-matter to which tbe books
refer. On the mainland this is impossible. Oriental books without the
Orientals who comprise their subject-matter can no more provide an under­
standing of Eastern thought, than a mere reading of scientific books with­
out a first-hand acquaintance with the empirical subject-matter to which they
refer can produce science.

"It is precisely this subject-matter. as well as tbe books and lectures
referring to it. which the Oriental Institute provides. In one's classes tbere
are Chinese and Japanese with the actual Buddhist. Shintoist. or Confucian
beliefs to which the source books refer. And in our Philosophers' Confer­
ence we havc Chinese and J3panese scholars who arc actual practicing believ­
ers. as well as scholarly experts in the philosophical theories which they
convey. One learns what Buddhism means by having before one the mind.
and genial, mature spirit of Professor Takakusu. who demonstrates what
it is to think as and be a Buddhist.

"It might be said that geography is unimportant and th3t these men could
be collected together anywhere else as well as in Honolulu. That it is physi­
cally possible so to collect them CJnnot be denied. But that it could be
possible to gain elsewhere the results obtained here must be qustioned. Any
theory to be understood must be not merely approached with sympathy but
also allowed to exhibit itself in a social mili«:u in which what it stands for
appears naturally and spontJneously. In the atmosphere of New York
or New Haven. or even San Francisco or Los Anceles. a seriolls discussion of
Buddhism or Hinduism or Confucianism would be nothing other than
artificial. The din of the traffic and the majority of listeners with different
presuppositions would drown out the Oriental even if he ventured to expose
himself. But here where Chinese. Japanese, and Americans move side by
side as colleagues and students. the interest of one in the beliefs of the other
is not merely natural and spontaneous but inevitable.

"It might be said that if one wants to study the East. then one should
go to the East. That such a procedure has unique advantages is evident.
Yet they can be exaggerated. The East is but Easterners. and the Easterners
are here. Moreover. one can best understand a given philosophy or culture
not merely by getting it by itself. but by apprehending it in contrast with
some rival doctrine or way of life. In the Orient proper this contrast is
not to be had. Here it is the essence of tbe situation. In Honolulu one has
actual Buddhists or followers of Confucianism stating tbeir beliefs and prac­
tices naturally without the corruption of any artificial transplantation. and
at the same time one has equally naturally expressed rival Eastern and
Western doctrines for comparison.
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••Also one avoids the otherwise almost tnsurmountahte language difficulty.
It takes years for even an expert in languages to gain enough of Japanese.
Chinese. or Sanskrit to trust himself to comprehend clearly a foreign philos­
ophy or culture even when one is in its midst. But here one has the foreign
culture believed, lived, and expounded by an expert who also knows one's
own language, English. There is no comparison between the scientific ac­
curacy of an expert believer in Buddhism conveying his own subject-matter
in our language which he has also mastered, and a Westerner in Japan trying
to understand a foreign philosophy and culture in an equally foreign lan­
guage. In the latter case one is dealing with two unknowns, whereas in the
former case there is at most but one, and this the least important. Thus
there are genuine grounds for greater scientific accuracy, if one studies
Buddhism from a genuine Japanese Buddhist in Honolulu, who also speaks
English well, rather than in Japan where one must always struggle through
a foreign language.

"But if one's aim is not merely an understanding of the philosophy and
culture of the East but also the comparison and synthesis of it with that of
the West, the superiority of Honolulu over Tokyo becomes evident. Here
one gets not merely the thought of Tokyo, but that of old Peiping and
Calcutta along with that of the West. One has the different theories of the
East beside those of the West in a natural setting. Comparison and exchange
become not,an abstract and artificial ideal, but an actual living reality. The
theories of diverse nations can be separated from the passions of patriotism
in which they are so often clothed in their native land, and studied on ~eir

own merits, objectively and dispassionately. Finally, where points are
obscure, one can ask questions. There is an atmosphere of good-will and
genuine education in the American method of debate and discussion. One
can only conclude that the Oriental Institute has something natural, in­
digenous, and indispensable to offer."

* * *

OUR LIBRARY is growing steadily. Purchases and gifts have
increased significantly our Japanese. Chinese. Korean. and
Indian collections. In the selection of books we have tried

to acquire only those which are fundamentally vital to the under­
standing of Oriental culture, and at the same time have a scholarly
and permanent value. Briefly, we are looking for quality rather

a than quantity; we have books requisite to the study
Library of Oriental history. literature. philosophy. religion,

languages. economics, political science, art, etc.
In the Pacific and Oriental reading room. 800 reference books

on Pacific and Oriental civilizations are available to the use of all
students.· Also there is a large number of magazines on file. of
which 14 come from Japan; 13 from China; 4 from India; 3
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each from Australia and Russia: 2 from Philippine Islands; 2 from
Pacific Islands: and 10, from mainland United States and other
places-a total of 51 magazines chiefly in English. This room is
designed for the use of all those who are interested in pursuing
their study and analysis of Oriental and Pacific countries.

Our library now contains about 10,000 volumes in the Japanese
language. together with several thousand books on Japan and the
Japanese in English. Among the recent gifts which are especially
significant for the study of Japanese culture are the following,
which we have received from the Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai (Jap­
anese Cultural Society) of Tokyo: Shigaku Zasshi (Japanese his­
torical journal). complete set. 1889-19 33; Rekishi Chiri (journal
of historical geography). complete set, 1899-1933: Shirin (jour­
nal of history). complete set. 1916-1933: Meiji Bunka Zenshu
(history of the Meiji civilization), 24v.; Tetsugaku Kenkyu (jour­
nal of phisosophical studies), complete set, 1916-1932; Tetsugaku
Zasshi (philosophical journal), complete set. 1888-1935; Kokugo
to Kokubun gaku (journal of Japanese language and literature),
complete set. 1924-1935; Kabuki Shinho (journal of Japanese
songs and dances). complete set. 1879-1894.

Dr. C. W. Taam. librarian of the Oriental Institute. assisted
by Mr. Kiyoshi Muramoto and Mr. Yukuo Uyehara. is now en­
gaged in cataloguing these books.

One of the largest presentations thus far made to the library of
the University of Hawaii is that by the Committee on Imamura
Cultural Center. in memory of Bishop Yemyo Imamura. Bishop
Imamura lived in Honolulu from 1899 to 1932. and was highly
regarded by all groups of people. He was interested in making
Honolulu a cultural center. and had begun to collect books for this
purpose. books written in Japanese and English on the subjects
of philosophy. religion. literature. After his death. some friends
determined to carryon the work as the Imamura Cultural Center.
However. with the growth of the Oriental Institute it seemed that
there might be a duplication of efforts, and the Committee, there­
fore. decided to turn over to the University the volumes. number­
ing something like 2.800. The Committee will continue to func­
tion, and expects to add to the collection from time to time. It
is interesting to note that Dr. Takakusu and Bishop Imamura
were s~hoolmates in Kyoto more than fifty years ago.
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Dr. Taam reports that in the current fiscal year 9,629 stitched
volumes of Chinese books have been accessioned, bringing the
total number to 24,284. (This refers only to books in the Chi~

nese language.) Since then we have received the fourth and last
installment of the Tlung Shu Chi Ch'eng comprising 301 titles
in 400 volumes, a gift from the Commercial Press, China. Dr.
Taam and his associates have re-classified and re-catalogued all
the Chinese books according to the system advocated by the Na­
tional Library of Peiping.

Dr. Taam writes, "As a whole our Chinese library represents a
small nucleus of a well picked collection for Sinological studies.
We are fairly well equipped with books on Chinese history, litera­
ture, philosophy, and art."

Dr. Taam recently checked our books against Professor Charles
S. Gardner's admirable Union List of Selected Western Books on
China, and found that of the 330 listed there we now possess 203.
During the last few years we have purchased a number of books
on China which have been written by Western scholars.

As to Professor Charles S. Gardner's Select Chinese Historical
Library of one hundred items, we possess 75 per cent.' Several of
the more expensive ones we do not have, but we have other edi­
tions which serve the purpose. Dr. Taam writes: "As far as we
know, there is no possibility of procuring a set of the T'ai P'ing
Huan Yu Chi in 200 chuans. The only set available contains 193
chuans (the 7 chuans were found lacking even in the 18th century) ,
which we happen to possess. It is true we lack the I Nien Lu Lei
Pien, but we have a copy of Li Tai Ming Jen Nien Li Pei Ch'uan
Tsung Piao, which is far more inclusive and up-to-date. The
Hsin Chi.u T'ang Shu Ho Ch'ao, which we possess, is undoubtedly
a superior and more comprehensive work than the Chiu T'ang Shu
Chiao K'an Chi mentioned in the said list. Instead of the Han Wei
Liu Chao Pai Ning Chia Chi, a collection of literary works of the
Han and the Six Dynasties, we have acquired the Ch'uan Shang
Ku San Tai Ch'in Han San Kuo Liu Ch'ao Wen, a work includ~

ing literary essays from the Chinese archaic period down to the
Six Dynasties and generally considered by scholars to have super~

seded the former. Important works, such as the Wu Tai Shih
Chi, Chiu Ch'ao Chi Shih Pen Mo, Erh Shih Erh Shih K'ao I, Ta
Ching Li Ch'ao Shih Lu, which we possess, do not appear in Pro­
fessor Gardner's list."

11



We have received, too, a number of books from India on religion,
history. archaeology, economics, etc. It is not possible to list all
the titles but the donors include: Manager of Publications, Delhi;
Indian Institute of Philosophy, Amalner. E. Khandesh; Govern­
ment of Mysore; K. R. Cama Oriental Institute and Library,
Bombay; H. E. H. The Nizam's Government. Hyderabad-Deccan;
the Parsee Punchayet Funds and Properties, Bombay; The Panini
Office. Allahabad; Bureau of Public Information. Government of
Delhi; Dr. V. S. Sukthanker and the Bhandarkar Oriental Re­
search Institute. Poona; Imperial Council of Agricultural Research;
Burma Research Society; Sir Mirza M. Ismail. Dewan of Mysore;
the Gaekwar of Baroda; B. L. Atreya, Benares Hindu University;
Benoytosh Bhauacharyya, Oriental Institute, Baroda: Dr. James
H. Cousins: Dr. Kalidas Nag. University of Calcutta; N. C. Kel­
kar; Bhagawan Das. Benares: and Mr. Amarchand Kuverji Shah,
Bhavnagar. Other donors include the Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai.
Tokyo; the Institute of Commercial Research. Kobe University of
Commerce; Department of Economics. Kyoto Imperial University;
Government Printing Office. Japan; P. P. Siriwardhana, Ceylon;
Mrs. Mary Sia. Peking; the Science Society of China: Dr. Gregorio
F. Zaidc. Manila: Hans Nebcrschaar, Japan: Japanese Consul, Ho­
nolulu; E. M. Ehrharn and Gregg M. Sinclair, Honolulu. These
books are especially valuable in view of our plans for future con­
ferences on Oriental history. Oriental archaeology. Oriental litera­
ture. Oriental art.

* * *

T
HIS IS the first year in which we have granted scholarships to
graduate students in Oriental studies. Some Honolulu pa­
trons. including Mrs. Walter Dillingham, Mrs. Maud B.

Cooke. Mr. Wallace Alexander. gave the Institute sufficient money
to enable us to assist four graduates of mainland universities­
John R. Shively (Otterbein College). Miss Betty Ruth Lawrence

I (Radcliffe College), Laurence P. Dowd
Graduate Students (University of Washington), Edward

H. Schafer, Jr. (University of Cali­
fornia)-and one graduate of the University of Hawaii, Mr.
Richard Gard. The undertaking was an experiment, but one that
should be repeated. These students were serious-minded, hard­
working young people.
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John R. Shively, who received the master's degree in June after
a year's intensive work with us, illustrates well the theory so elo­
quently expressed by Dr. F. P. Keppel in the article entitled, "Ori­
ental Language as Equipment for Oriental Students,"* namely that
the sons of residents in the Orient start with the advantage of. a
knowledge of the language that should be utilized in American
schools. Mr. Shively knew Japanese as a boy, and, during his
young manhood, studied the spoken and the written language. As
a result, he had no difficulty in passing the Japanese language test
on his arrival last September, and was able, therefore, to concen­
trate his energies upon his major subject, Japanese History. His
thesis was Yokyoku: The Texts of the No Drama.

Richard Gard will complete his thesis soon on The Political
Philosophy of Lao-Tzu, and will then go to Japan on a scholar­
ship to pursue his studies in the language and in philosophy. Miss
Betty Ruth Lawrence, as a supplement to her graduate work, com­
piled a catalogue of the Indian and Indo-Chinese collection in the
Honolulu Academy of Arts. Mr. Laurence P. Dowd expects to
write his thesis this summer; Mr. Edward H. Schafer, Jr., intends
to be with us for another full year. Mrs. Helen Griggs, (B.A.,
University of California) received the master's degree in February
with a thesis entitled, China's Lu Hsun. Mr. Satoru Sugimura
(B.L., B.Litt., Meiji University) has completed his thesis on
History of the Formation of Constitutional Government in Japan,
1867-1889, and, after taking his examination, will go on a scholar­
ship to Union Theological Seminary, New York.

* * *

DURING the year we have had a faculty of lOin Oriental
studies, and have had the collaboration of 11 others in col­
lateral courses. We have offered 41 courses in Oriental stud­

ies, and 15 courses in allied studies. It may be interesting to list these
with the number of registrants for each. Compared with the enroll­
ments in such courses in other university centers for the study of the

Orient, these enrollments are quite large. The
Curriculum greatest interest among the students is shown in

those courses having to do with history and cul­
ture generally, though a considerable number have registered for
study in the various languages. In the seminar courses, the num­
ber will always be small. Herewith is the list:

*See Philanthropy and Learning, pages 64-68.
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Enrollment in Oriental Institute Courses 1938-39

Cr. Course No. Name Instructor 1st Sem. 2nd Sem.- -- --
2 Anth.270 Folk Society in Japan and China J. Embree - 35
2 Hist. 219 Europe in Asia Mehnert 37
3 Hist.225 History of China Lee 16 12
3 Hist.226 History of Japan Kimura 21 24
2 Hist.229 History of Cultural Relations between China and Occident S. Y. Ch'en 16 19
2 Hist.235 History of Ancient China S. Y. Ch'en
2 Hist.250 History of Early Civilization in Far East Sakamaki - 2
2 Hist.251 History of Thought in Japan Sakamaki - 2
3 Hist.285 Russia in Asia Mehnert 13

.... 2 Hist.315 Seminar in Japanese History Kimura 2 2.... 3 Hist.316 Seminar in Chinese Cultural History S. Y. Ch'en 1 2
2 Hist.318 Seminar: Russia in Asia Mehnert I
2 Hist.320 Seminar: Cultural History of Japan Sakamaki - 2
3 OS 100 First Year Chinese K. Ch'en 11 10
3 OS 101 Second Year Chinese K. Ch'en 9 12
3 as 1018 Beginning Course in Chinese for Occidental Students K. Ch'en 6 7
3 as 102 First Year Japanese Uyehara 18 16
3 as 1028 First Year Japanese for Occidental Students Carr 10 3
3 as 103 Second Year Japanese Uyehara 44 40
3 as 1038 Second Year Japanese for Occidental Students Carr 1
2 as 104 Elementary Sanskrit Takakusu 3 3
3 as 200 Third Year Chinese K. Ch'en 20 18
3 as 202 Third Year Japanese Uyehara, Kimura 45 43
6 as 210-211 Intensive Chinese Reading Course Chao 4 ..
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Cr. Course No. Name Instructor 1st Sem. 2nd Sem.
- --- -
6 OS 215 Intensive Japanese Reading Course ______________ Carr 6
3 OS 216 Intensive Japanese Reading Course ___________________ Carr - 3
2 OS 221 Chinese Literature ______________________ Lee 2
2 OS 250·251 Chinese Literature in English _______________ Lee 10 11
2 OS 254·255 Chinese Philosophy and Art _______ Lee 18 15
2 OS 256-257 History of Japanese Culture and Institutions_________________ Kimura 17 20
3 OS 263 Chinese Aesthetics ____________________ Chan 14
2 OS 266 History and Appreciation of Chinese Music ___________ Chao 7.... 3 OS 282 Taoist Philosophy ________________________ Chan 6VI --
2 OS 283 Buddhist Philosophy ______________________________ Takakusu 18 14-
2 OS 284 The Influence of Buddhism on Japan _______________ Takakusu 11 16
3 OS 293 Methods and Bibliography in Chinese Studies _______________ S. Y. Ch'en 3
3 OS 300 Supervised Research _______________________ Staff - 1
2 OS 303 Seminar in Chinese Philosophy __________________ Chan 1 1
2 OS 311 Seminar in Chinese ·Linguistics __________________ Chao 2 2
3 Phil. 270·271 Eastern Philosophy ____________________ Chan 12 25
2 Phil. 321 Seminar in Comparative Philosophy ---_--- Moore. Chan 4 +



AlFiliated Courses

Cr. Course No. Name Instructor 1st Sem. 2nd Sem.- -- --
2 Anth.252 Peoples of the Pacific: Keesing - 14
2 Anth.254 Peoples of Asia Bowles 24
3 Anth.262 Introduction to Linguistics Carr 6
2 Anth.278 Phonetics and Phonemics Carr - 4
3 Econ. 250 Economic Problems of Far Eastern Countries Taylor - 18..... 1-3 Econ.310-311 Seminar: International Economics and Trade Taylor 10\ -
2 Geog.255 Georgraphy of Asia Coulter - 11
2 Geog.263 Geography of Pacific lIIands Coulter - 13
3 Hist.218 Europe in the Pacmc Mehnert - 33
3 Hist.286 Russia in Pacific Mehnert - 20
3 P. Sci. 268 International Relatiol18 of the Far East Bachman - 26
2 P.Sci.301 Seminar in Far Eastem Intemational RelatiOI18 Bachman 9 8
3 Rus.IOO Elementary Russian E. Embree 5
3 Rus. 101 Intermediate Russian Carr 5 2
2 Soc. 256 Race RelatioDJ in Hawaii Lind - 29

• ~
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.Certain Additional Courses will be offered in 1939-40

Instructor
. Keesing

. Carr
. Bowles

. J. Embree. Bowles
_ Taylor

Taylor
_ -Kuykendall

Staff

Name
The Polynesians _

Languages of the WorId
Prehistory of Asia
Southeast Asia
Economic History· of Japan _
Economic Problems of Japan
The Pacific Region in Modern Times _
Second Year Sanskrit _
Japanese Literature in Japanese
Japanese Literature in English
Oriental Religions --Lee
Oriental Art -Lee
Great Oriental Philosophies Chan
Confucian Philosophy Chan
l\.dvanced Reading and Research Staff
Seminar in Japanese Historical Literature in Japanese Staff
Seminar in Chinese Historical Literature in Chinese T ee
Japanese Reading Course for Sinologists __ Carr
Chinese Reading Course for Japanologists Carr
Thesis Research Staff
Racial Psychology Porteus

Course No.

Anth.250
Anth.259
Anth.275
Anth.277
Econ.250
Econ.252
Rist.277
as 206
as 223
as 240
as 241
as 253
as 268
as 281
as 300
as 301
os 302
as 321
os 322
os 400
Psych. 252

Cr.

.2
2
3
2
3
3
2
2
2

:::i 2
2
2
2
2
Var.
2
2
3
3
Var.
2



1f AST SUMMER, under the direction of Dr. Denzel Carr and Mr.
L Yukuo Uyehara, there was offered for the first time in this

university an intensive course in an Oriental language. Six
students enrolled for the study of Japanese, and studied in class
for four hours daily for a period of six weeks. They concentrated
their energies on the language, and the results were satisfactory.

It is believed that they learned as much in
Summer Session this intensive way as they would have done

in a year of language study under the usual
methods. In the session of 1939, the same plan will be followed,
but this time the language will be Chinese and the work will be
under the direction of Dr. Yuen Ren Chao and Mr. Kenneth Ch'en.

Dr. Shou-yi Ch'en will offer two courses in the summer:
China, Ancient and Modern. and History of the Cultural Relations
Between China and the Occident.

For some time the Oriental Institute, in conjunction with the
Philosophy Department, has been working on the idea of an
EJstern-Western Philosophers' Conference; in my travels to the
mainland and to Japan, China, and India, I have always made it
a point to discuss the matter with the professors of philosophy in
the various universities. On December 26, 1938, it was my
privilege to address the Indian Philosophical Congress in Allaha­
bad. India. on "Hawaii's Interest in Indian Philosophy," and, of
course. I stressed our prospective conference. From the obvious
interest of the men most concerned, otle is assured that eventually
a group from the East will met a group from the West-to find
out the points of similarity as well as the points of difference be­
tween the two.

This summer some essential groundwork will be done. Under
the chairmanship of Dr. Charles A. Moore, a group of professors
of philosophy will discuss a "Comparison and Contrast of Oriental
and Occidental Philosophies as an Approach to a World Philos­
ophy." Among other things. this Seminar-Conference will work
out an agenda for a larger conference on the whole subject which
we hope to hold a few years hence. Dr. F. S. C. Northrop, of
Yale University, and Dr. George P. Conger, of the University of
Minnesota, will meet with Dr. Wing-Tsit Chan and Dr. Junjiro
Takakusu and Dr. Moore. of the Oriental Institute, and some
local people who are especially interested in this question.
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T·HE SECOND purpose of the Institute-the first being to train
students-is to help in the work of making the Orient more
intelligible to the Occident. That this is needed is obvious

to anyone who has examined the subject. Some people still regard
Marco Polo as the final authority on things Oriental: others never
get back of the headlines in the newspapers. Yet the impact ofI I the tremendous populations of Japan. China. and
Research India on the West is becoming more pronounced

every day, but only little by little are the cultural
achievements of the people known to the West. Science and inven­
tion have "shrunk" the world so much that China is nearer New
York now than Chicago was at the turn of the century; and the
Orient will come closer every year. It behooves us, therefore, to
obtain accurate detached information of our "near" neighbors.
By presenting accurate detached information our professors are
attempting to fulfill the second great objective of the Institute;
namely, research.

The men on our faculty have worked intensively upon research
problems, and have achieved much in the current year. Dr. Shige­
haru Kimura has completed the manuscripts of two books: (1) A
History of Japan; and (2) A History of Japanese Institutions.
Mr. Shunzo Sakamaki's book entitled Japan and the United States,
1790-1853 will be published soon. Mr. Tadao Kunitomo has
issued a volume, Contemporary Japanese Literature, published in
Japan, and he is at work on a companion book on the Kabuki
theatre. Mr. Yukuo Uyehara has now in print a translation of
Japanese children's songs. The Commercial Press has published
Popular Buddhism in China, by Prof. S. C. Lee, who is also
revising his chart of Chinese history and his History of China. Mr.
Kenneth Ch'en has published in T'oung Pao an article, IIA Possi­
bIe Source for Ricci's Notices on Regions Near China." Dr. S. Y.
Ch'en has had two articles published in T'ien Hsia, one on "Oliver
Goldsmith and His Chinese Letters" and the other on "The Influ­
ence of the Early Jesuits on Emperor Ch'ung-Cheng of the Ming
Dynasty:' Dr. W. T. Chan and Dr. Charles A. Moore are near­
ing the end of their work on A Source Book of Oriental Philos­
ophy. Dr. Denzel Carr published an article on the "New Official
Romanization of Japanese" in the Journal of the American Oriental
Society. News has just come to us that Dr. Carr will go to the
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R yukyu Islands this summer to do a linguistic survey. This has
been made possible by a grant from the American Council of
Learned Societies.

In addition to this program of research the members of the faculty
have given a number of public addresses to the community. Under
the inspiration of Mr. Charles F. Loomis. of the University of
Hawaii and the Institute of Pacific Relations. a series of addresses
by members of the Oriental Institute staff on the religions of the
Pacific and the Orient were given. The speakers and their sub­
jects were as follows: Dr. John F. Embree. "Primitive Religions:"
Dr. Felix M. Keesing. "Polynesian Religions:" Dr. Wing-Tsit
Chan. "Confucianism;" Professor Shao Chang Lee. "Taoism;"
Mr. Shunzo Sakamaki. "Shinto:" and Dr. Junjiro Takakusu,
"Buddhism." Earlier in the year. under the auspices of the Adult
Education Division. four evening addresses by the Chinese members
of the faculty were given in Farrington Hall: "The Interpretation
of China in English Literature-Classical and Contemporary." by
Dr. Shou-yi Ch'en: "The Spirit of Oriental Art-Illustrated." by
Professor Shao Chang Lee: "New Experiments in Chinese Music."
by Dr. Yuan Ren Chao: and the "Spirit of Oriental Philosophy,"
by Dr. Wing-Tsit Chan.

lie * *

By THf: COURTESY of the Board of Regents I was able to spend
the first semester in India. There I visited many colleges
and universities. met scholars and statesmen. and discussed

with the leaders of the Hindu. Moslem, and Parsec groups the best
means of disseminating among the Western scholars a knowledge
of the enduring clements of Indian culture. The possible estab-

lishment of an adequate Indian department in
Trip to India the Oriental Institute met with whole-hearted

approval as the best method.
I was impressed again. as I was in 1936. with the new vitality

of India. with the Indian Renaissance, as it has been called. India
has vital leaders. and in a great many fields. such as politics, eco­
nomics. literature. history. art. linguistics. archaelogy. it is utiliz­
ing ideas from the \Vest; but India is building upon the foundations
of its own culture. I travelled several thousand miles from Tra-
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vancore to Delhi. from Bombay to Calcutta. made a few format
and many informal addresses. One of the objects of my trip was
to make the Oriental Institute known and appreciated in that
immense country. I feel sure now that certain scholars and busi­
nessmen, as well as such outstanding intellectual leaders as Mahatma
Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore. Dr. James H. Cousins. Sir. S.
Radhakrishnan. are vitally interested in our work. In general, I
found the scholarly groups to be anxious to learn what we were
doing and what we hoped to do. I was asked by many professors
in Indian universities to arrange for exchanges with professors in
American universities. a means of cross-fertilization of culture
which should be developed. Real scbQlars of the quality of Dr.
V. S. Sukthanker. of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute.
Dr. B. Bhattacharyya. of the Oriental Institute. Baroda. Pandit
M. M. Malaviya, and such art teachers as A. K. Haldar, of the
Government School of Arts and Crafts, Lucknow, Nandalal Bose,
of Santiniketan, and Charles Gerrard, of the J. J. School of Art,
Bombay, and many others, were tremendously inter~ted in the
idea of an adequate Indian department in an American university.
It is impossible here to list even the names of those people in India
who expressed an interest in our work; I must record the fact that
Mahatma Gandhi endorsed the idea in specific terms.

Another object of my trip was to obtain the consent of three
philosophers to come to our Eastern-Western Philosophers' Con­
ference, and to have their expenses paid by people in India. This
I succeeded in doing. In private conversation with certain philos­
ophers I found them to be very much interested in our proposed
conference.

A third object of my trip was to collect books in India. I have
listed in another place the donors of Indian books.

* * *

A
CHINESE proverb says, "The highest towers begin from the
ground." We have tried to build up the Oriental Institute
in scholarly fashion, but we have always remembered that

we must keep it in healthy financial condition. During the present
trying period we are limiting our activities to the money which we
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have in hand. and we do not expect to expand until additional
money is available.

It may be of interest to our friends to learn that in spite of the
present unhappy situation in the Orient there has been an excellent
esprit de corps among the Japanese and Chinese members of our
faculty. Every man on the faculty recognizes that ours is a schol­
arly organization. and that its work will be more enduring if it
is kept so.

Respectfully submitted,

GREGG M. SINCLAIR, Director.
June 27, 1939

22


