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In  1960 the n  z l  a celeb ra ted  its golden jubilee. I t could  look back on 
a useful half-cen tury , including one rem arkab le  period , 1935-1945, 
fo llow ed by a steady gain in streng th  as libraries becam e m ore import­
an t an d  m ore  varied, and  as the tra in ing  courses a t g radua te  and inter­
m ediate  levels filled the ranks of its m em bersh ip . It had unfinished 
w ork on its plate, as every good  A ssociation  should. Its cam paign fo ra  
N ationa l L ib rary , revived in 1951, had  im pressed com m ittees of in­
quiry , w hich w as a good sta rt. M uch hope w as p inned on a scheme for 
the rem odelling o f governm ent assistance to  public libraries, set out in 
C o-operation: a  N e w  Phase (1957 ). T h e re  w ere w orries about the 
shortage  o f g raduates w anting  to  en te r the L ib ra ry  School, and a re­
m it w hich, ra th e r b lun tly  and  w ithout ad eq u a te  p repara tion , asked that 
the School should be a ttached  to  one o f th e  U niversities, was only 
very narrow ly  defeated  a t the conference  in F eb ru a ry . T he Osborn 
rep o rt (1 ) , published in tim e fo r the conference , d rew  attention to 
cu rren t w eaknesses and  p roposed  action  to  co rrec t them . At the 
Jub ilee D inner the P rim e M inister, the  R t. H o n . W alter N ash , said that 
he w ould ta lk  w ith his colleagues to  see w hether it w ould be possible 
to  get one regional lib rary  system  opera ting  w ithin the next twelve 
m onths.

It seems w orth  w hile to  look a t w hat has happened  in the ten years 
since 1960. I shall deal first w ith the A ssociation’s ow n life as a cor­
p o ra te  organism , then  w ith som e o f the issues it has faced; and then 
try  to  d raw  som e conclusions.

t h e  a s s o c ia t io n  1960-1970

In 1960, the A ssociation  was faced  w ith the need to  acqu ire  its own 
accom m odation , since the N ational L ib rary  Service w as unable to 
continue to  p rovide ren t-free  q u arte rs . S ince it had received the final 
gran t o f $10,000 from  the C arnegie  C o rpo ra tion  o f N ew  York ten
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years earlier, it had  bu ilt up a P roperty  F u n d  of ab o u t £4,000, w hich 
still fell considerab ly  sho rt o f w hat w as needed, and  a p a rt fro m  th is 
it had very little surplus. I f  it m oved in to  its own accom m odation , its 
expenses w ould im m ediately increase.

The p roperty  a t 10 Park  S treet w as bough t a t the end o f 1960 fo r 
£7,250. T o  cover this price, and o th er expenses involved in adap ting  the 
building, the A ssocia tion ’s bank allow ed an  ov e rd ra ft o f £3,000 w hich 
was to  be c leared  w ithin th ree years. T he  deb t w as in fac t p a id  off 
much earlier, thanks to  the m agnificent response o f  m em bers to  an  
appeal fo r funds . A t the sam e tim e, p lans w ere m ade fo r subscription 
rates to be increased by ab o u t one-th ird . T he  rates fo r personal 
members w ere raised  at a  special general m eeting in N ovem ber 1961, 
the new ra tes  becom ing effective in 1962, w hile th e  rates fo r in stitu ­
tional m em bers w ere raised later. In 1967, w hen the change to  decim al 
currency w as m ade, th e  ra tes fo r  personal m em bers w ere ra ised  again.

Reporting on the need fo r an  increase in the A ssociation’s incom e, 
the Activities C om m ittee  said:

The Committee feels that the purposes of the Association could at times 
be frustrated through lack of money readily available. As examples, there 
are three of the Association’s major policies— on a national library, on 
regional development, and on industrial and technical service— any of 
which might require vigorous prosecution with the public during the 
current year. Funds might be required for research and for publicity. 
This would not have been budgeted for, and in view of the absence of 
reserve funds, desirable action might have to be postponed.

Further, while the Committee looks forward to the continuance for a 
considerable number of years of the present arrangement o f a voluntary 
secretariat and a capable and experienced Registrar with clerical assist­
ance, it feels that the Council should take cognisance of the fact that it 
will not always be possible to rely upon this arrangement. In the normal 
course of events the Association’s staffing will have to be considerably 
strengthened. It would be im prudent not to build up reserves in antici­
pation of this happening, and to neglect to do so might result in a 
sudden need to  raise subscriptions sharply.

Again, attention is directed to the occasional need for aid to librarians 
representing the country abroad, and for the development of international 
contacts (2).

The effect o f these tran sac tions is show n in the tables on p. 146. 
in which the earlie r figures given a re  fo r  1959, to  avoid the transition  
period of 1960-2. A ll figures a re  expressed in dollars.

The value o f the p roperty  is show n in the Assets table  a t cost less 
depreciation, bu t it is p ro b ab ly  w orth  a  good  deal m ore than  tha t.

New classes o f correspond ing  m em bersh ip  (bo th  personal an d  
institutional) w ere in troduced  in 1965 fo r m em bers overseas, and  in 
1968 a class o f subsid iary  m em ber w as in troduced , so th a t institu tional 
members w hich had  paid  m ore  th an  one subscription in o rder to  
maintain ex tra  in terloan  service po in ts could  in fu tu re  pay one  m ain
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INCOM E AND EXPEN D ITU RE (G EN ER A L ACCOUNT)

Year ended 
31 December

1959
$

Income
Subscriptions ... ... 4,135
Sales ............................................ 881
Training course .. . .... 996
G rants and donations ... .... 65
Conference registration .... .... 321
Sundries .... .... 40
Interest .... .... 183

$6,621

Expenditure 
Salaries, etc. 2,665
Publications ....   1,367
Audit f e e ............................................ 21
Stationery and equipment 636
Telephones and postages ..............  401
Training course sundry expenses 70
Grants   99
Travelling expenses .... 44
Sundries 116
Subscription to I F  L A------------------------------------- ----

$5,419

ASSETS

31 December 
1959 
$

Accumulated fund:
Land and buildings ... ... —
O ther fixed a s s e ts ...............  .... 914
Stocks on hand ... ... 323
Other current assets, less current

liab ilitie s ............................................ 3,739
General reserve f u n d ................  .... —
Registration fund ... ... 715
Building maintenance and renewal fund —
Property f u n d ...........................................  7,954
c c n y  Survey Trust account .... 1,507

$15,152

Year ended 
30 September 

1969(3)
$

13,829
3,232

366

433

148

$18,008

7,581
4,420

110
920

1,039

70
615
233

63

$15,051

30 September 
1969 
$

11,668
1,224
1,375

2,674
3,930
1,665
9,936

$32,472
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subscription and  extra subscrip tions a t a  low er rate. T he  num bers o f 
members in 1960 and  1969 a re  show n in the next tab le:

NO. OF MEMBERS

31 December 30 September
I960 1969

Honorary life members 9 10
Life members 4 3
Ordinary members 739 1,041
Corresponding ordinary members 
Institutional members:

— 80

Public libraries 133 135
Schools and training colleges 133 —
Schools ................
Technical institutes and Teachers’

— 85

colleges
Universities, Govt, depts. and special

— 19

libraries 70 80
Subsidiary — 31
Restricted 12 14
Corresponding — 14

1,100 1,513

The num bers o f personal m em bers have n o t increased as m uch as 
the greatly increased  num bers o f students taking th e  C ertificate  course 
(for which m em bersh ip  of th e  A ssociation  is necessary) m ight lead  one 
to believe, p robab ly  because of the high ra te  o f w astage in this group  
of library w orkers. T he follow ing table, derived from  m em bersh ip  lists 
which a re  com piled  in June  o r Ju ly  each year, show s th a t the percen t­
age of new  m em bers has declined over th e  years:

LEN G TH  O F M EM BERSHIP: PERSONAL MEMBERS

No. of years’ standing in membership lit I960 In 1969
No. Percent No. Percent

0-4 years* 448 61.3 610 54.6
5-9 years 130 17.8 213 19.1
10-14 years 81 11.1 135 12.1
15-19 years 33 4.5 56 5.0
20 + years 39 5.3 103 9.2

731 1,117
♦Current year counted as 0.

The A ssociation having been described, let us now  look a t w hat it 
has been doing in these last ten  years. I  have had  to  select a  few  topics 
for full trea tm en t, and  hope th a t those w ho are  passionately  involved 
in others w hich a re  dealt w ith m ore  sum m arily  will no t be to o  annoyed . 
If they feel th e  need to  co rrec t th e  balance , the E d ito r will p robab ly  
be pleased to  h ear fro m  them .
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY I .  ft'
I  ccT he A ssociation’s proposal fo r a  N atio n a l L ib rary  which woulc 1 (h

enable the functions of each o f the th ree  S tate  L ibraries— the General I 
A ssem bly L ib rary , the A lexander T u rnbu ll L ib rary , and  the National \
L ibrary  Service— to be developed under a single adm inistration, while I ^
ensuring th a t the integrity  and  indiv iduality  o f each special function b
was preserved an d  safeguarded , em erged w ith endorsem ent from two ¡j
inquiries in the 1950s. These inquiries w ere conducted  by an inter- (
departm en ta l com m ittee  set up in 1956 by the Public  Service Com- <j
m ission on the P rim e M inister’s in struction , and  a  P arliam entary  Select e
C om m ittee  o f 1958. In 1961 the proposal w as pu t fo rw ard  yet again, 
this tim e to  the R oyal C om m ission o f Inqu iry  in to  S ta te  Services in . t
N ew  Z ealand , w hich reported , ‘T h e  evidence we heard  supports the 
conclusions reached by these tw o well qualified  com m ittees’ (4). The ,
R oyal C om m ission said th a t the setting up  o f the lib rary  organisation t
should no t be delayed until a  building w as erected. It recommended 
th a t a  N ationa l L ib ra rian  be appo in ted , w ith the sta tus o f a Permanent 
H ead  and  w ith d irect access to  his M inister, bu t th a t the National 
L ib rary  should be placed w ith the  D epartm en t o f E ducation .

T he  cam paign a t last began to  bear fru it w hen C ab inet decided, in
N ovem ber 1963, th a t a N ationa l L ib rary  should  be established. The
S ta te  Services C om m ission soon afte rw ard s called  fo r applications for 
the position  of N ationa l L ib ra rian , though  no t a t th e  level recom­
m ended by the R oyal C om m ission, and  on 19 M arch  1964 the Prime 
M inister announced  the appo in tm en t o f M r G . T . A lley, Director, 
N ational L ib rary  Service, as th e  first N atio n a l L ib ra rian . An officials 
com m ittee, w ith representatives from  the th ree  S ta te  libraries, then 
began consideration  o f the im plications o f th e  G o v ern m en t’s decision.

A t the beginning o f 1965 a num ber o f in terested  organisations, 
including the n z l a , w ere asked by th e  C hairm an  o f th e  Cabinet 
C om m ittee on  G ov ern m en t A d m in istra tion , th e  H o n . T . P. Shand, to 
com m ent on d ra f t p roposals fo r legislation. T he  ou tline  o f the pro­
posals, w hich inco rpo ra ted  the m ain  po in ts th a t had  been pu t forward 
so often  by the A ssociation , w ere described in F eb ru a ry  to  a meeting 
of the C onference, w hich expressed its support and  ‘confidence in the ; 
m easures th a t a re  being tak en ’. A com m ittee  o f the C ouncil w ent care­
fully th rough  the p roposals and  on 2 A pril m et M r Shand  to suggest 
som e a lterations. M r S hand  w as courteous and  fran k  in saying which 
suggestions he w as p repared  to  accep t an d  w hich he  w as no t, and in 
discussing w ays o f dealing w ith problem s posed by the Association.

M eanw hile, it had  becom e ap p aren t th a t there  was strong opposition 
to  the p roposals in som e q u arte rs . A  group  o f people , m ostly  connected * 
w ith the F riends o f the  T u rn b u ll L ibrary , w as determ ined  tha t the 
T urnbu ll should  n o t becom e p art o f the N atio n a l L ib rary . It still 
seem s, to  one w ho w as a  partisan  on the o ther side, th a t som e of their 
tactics w ere a wee bit unscrupulous, bu t there is no d o u b t th a t many 
people w ere apprehensive th a t th is m agnificent collection  m igh t suffer
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from the change. T h e  A ssocia tion ’s view  (w hich w as no t shared, o f 
course, by som e o f  its m em bers) w as th a t the safeguards w ritten  into 
the p roposals w ere a lready  strong  enough to p reven t th is happening, 
but tha t they cou ld  be m ade  stronger if th is w ould  quieten  opposition . 
More serious, in  som e w ays, w as the op in ion , held  by a num ber o f 
Members o f P arliam en t, th a t the G enera l A ssem bly L ib rary  should  no t 
be included in the N atio n a l L ib rary  because it could  no t, as an  
instrum ent o f the executive, give im partia l service to  m em bers of the 
Opposition. T h is  op in ion , held  as it w as by som e o f those w ho w ould 
decide th e  issue in th e  final vote , caused  a lot o f troub le  righ t to  the 
end.

As soon as the N atio n a l L ib ra ry  Bill w as p resen ted  to P arliam en t by 
the H on. A . E . K insella, M in ister o f E duca tion , the A ssociation  p u b ­
lished a pam phle t, A  N a tio n a l L ibrary fo r  N e w  Zealand, w hich it 
distributed to  a w ide range o f in terested and  influential people, several 
thousand in all, an d  in w hich it gave reasons why th e  Bill should  be 
supported. It w as n o t a  flam boyan t docum ent— in fact, it w as deliber­
ately m ade sober and  low -keyed— but it seem ed to  have an  effect. 
Many new spapers w hich had  begun to  sym pathise w ith the opponen ts 
of the Bill now  began to  su p p o rt it, and  only the E vening  P ost of 
W ellington opposed it th roughou t. A  g rea t deal o f su p p o rt fo r  the 
Bill was expressed by w ell-know n people th ro u g h o u t the coun try .

Passage through Parliament
A fter th e  first read ing  the Bill w as referred  to  the S ta tu tes Revision 

Comm ittee, w hich heard  subm issions from  representatives o f the 
Association on 29 Septem ber. T h is w as a tough session, because som e 
of the b itterest opponen ts o f the Bill in the H ouse w ere m em bers of 
the C om m ittee  an d  they w ere very hostile in their a ttitu d e  tow ards the 
Association. H ow ever, th e  Bill em erged from  the C om m ittee w ith a 
favourable rep o rt b u t w ith am endm ents on 22 O ctober. T he am end­
ments, w hich left the  s truc tu re  of the Bill v irtua lly  unchanged , included 
further p rov isions re la ting  to  the G enera l A ssem bly and  A lexander 
Turnbull L ib raries . T h e  second read ing  debate , th e  com m ittee  stages, 
and the th ird  read ing , took  place on S a tu rd ay  30 O ctober, the last day 
of the session. T w o  fu r th e r m in o r am endm ents , one of w hich related  
to the pow ers of th e  L ib ra ry  C om m ittee  o f P arliam en t in m aking  rules 
regulating the use o f the G enera l A ssem bly L ib rary , w ere agreed to  on 
the last day .

A nd so the  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  A ct (5) becam e law . I t em bodied 
practically every  p o in t th a t th e  A ssociation  had  m ade during  its long 
campaign. T he  am endm ents w hich w ere in troduced  as a resu lt o f 
opposition to  th e  Bill w ere ones, in the m ain , th a t the A ssociation  
could w elcom e. W ith o u t official files being open, it is im possible to 
assess the  co n tribu tion  m ade  by various o rgan isations and  individuals, 
but it is fa irly  safe  to  say  th a t th e  p a rt p layed  by the A ssociation , first 
by raising th e  question  o f  a  N ational L ib rary , and  then  by supporting  
official efforts to  c rea te  one, w as an  im p o rtan t one.
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T he N ational L ib ra ry  cam e in to  being on 1 A pril 1966. T he Trustees 
o f the  N ationa l L ib ra ry  w ere ap p o in ted  soon a fte r. I t w as known that 
a site h ad  been set aside fo r a building a n d  th a t prelim inary  work on 
building schedules had  begun. T hen  cam e a financial crisis which 
affected the G overnm en t build ing program m e, and  it was accepted 
th a t the  N atio n a l L ib rary  bu ild ing w ould be delayed. Towards the 
end  o f  1968, how ever, it becam e know n th a t there  w as troub le  over the 
orig inal site, an d  a few  m onths la ter, a f te r  som e G overnm en t hedging, 
a  m ap  o f the p roposed  G overnm en t C en tre , published in the Evening 
Post on 12 F eb ru a ry  1969, show ed the N ational L ib rary  occupying a 
different site (6 ) .  T h e  A ssociation th ere fo re  had  to take  up the question 
of the N atio n a l L ib rary  again , pressing th e  G overnm en t fo r a decision 
on the site and  fo r a  high p rio rity  to be given the building. It has been · 
only partly  appeased  by in fo rm ation  th a t a  G overnm en t architect and 
a  senior lib rarian  have spent som e tim e overseas in 1970 examining 
recent lib ra ry  buildings.

BOOK RESOURCES

T he N .Z . Book R esources C om m ittee , w hich had  semi-official status 
as adviser to  the N atio n a l L ib rary  Service as well as the oversight of 
A ssociation in terests in lib ra ry  resources an d  their exp lo ita tion , con­
tinued u nder the chairm ansh ip  of M r G . T . A lley un til 1966. Its name 
was changed in 1963 to  the N .Z . L ib rary  R esources C om m ittee. In 
1962 it d ivided itself in to  th ree sub-com m ittees, each reporting at 
in tervals to  the m ain  com m ittee . T hey  w ere: a W ellington sub-commit­
tee, to  deal w ith rou tine  and  u rgen t m atte rs; a B ibliographical Projects 
sub-com m ittee, to  deal w ith  the N atio n a l U n ion  C atalogue, the Union 
List o f Serials, th e  Index  to  New Z ea land  Period icals, the National 
B ibliography, and  o th er p ro jects w hich m ight be in itia ted ; and  a sub­
com m ittee on M ateria ls fo r Industry . T hese sub-com m ittees were 
useful du ring  the ir b rief existence, one concrete  result o f their work 
being the pre lim inary  edition  o f A  B ibliography o f  N e w  Zealand  
Bibliographies, w hich w as published  in 1967.

In 1962 the N ew  Z ea land  G overnm en t ratified th e  international 
agreem ent, sponsored  by U nesco. on the im porta tion  of educational, 
scientific and  cu ltu ra l m aterials. Since the ag reem ent p rov ided  that 
governm ents w ould m ake availab le  licences and  foreign currency  for 
the im port o f books fo r libraries, the C en tra l B ureau fo r L ib rary  Book 
Im ports, w hich w as set u p  a t the A ssocia tion ’s request w hen severe 
im port con tro ls on books w ere im posed in 1939, w as no  longer neces­
sary and  w as abo lished . T he B ureau, w hich h ad  been closely associated 
w ith th e  Book R esources C om m ittee  since its inception , had  served 
N ew  Z ealand  lib raries well in tim es o f im port crisis, bu t th e  reason 
fo r its dem ise w as a good one. S ince 1962 the L ib rary  R esources C om ­
m ittee has h ad  fro m  tim e to  tim e to  app ro ach  th e  C ustom s D epartm en t 
over the in te rp re ta tion  o f the U nesco  agreem ent, since no t all C ustom s 
officers w ere aw are o f its im plications. T h e  literal-m inded  w ere es­
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pecially confused  by the fact th a t periodicals a re  placed in a  different 
group from  books in the C ustom s schedule.

The request w hich w as m ade to  th e  G overnm en t in 1959 fo r a g ran t 
of £30,000 to  buy a carefu lly  selected list o f w orks in sets and  runs of 
serials w hich w ere no t held  by any lib ra ry  in N ew  Z ealand  m ade very 
little progress. In  M ay 1960 the M in ister o f E ducation  said th a t he w as 
prepared to  seek ap p rova l fo r the sum  to  be spent over a  six-year 
period and  fo r  £5,000 to  be placed on the E stim ates fo r 1960/61, bu t he 
later in fo rm ed  the A ssociation  th a t the p roposal had  been deferred . 
After the change o f G overnm en t a t the end of the year, little fu r th e r 
could be done, a lthough  th e  N atio n a l L ib rary  Service m ade available 
a small g ran t from  its ow n funds fo r the purchase of som e of the 
items, w hich w ere allocated  to  su itab le  libraries. A  g ran t o f £1,000 
from lo ttery  profits, received by the A ssociation  in 1962. w as used fo r 
the same purpose.

in 1963, a fte r  rep resen ta tions w ere m ade by th e  A ssociation  an d  by 
Mrs E. E . M cM illan , M .P., lib raries w ere included specifically in the 
provisions o f th e  A rts  C ouncil set up by the Q ueen E lizabeth  II  A rts 
Council o f N ew  Z ea land  A ct, and  it w as though t th a t g ran ts o f the 
kind tha t w ere sought by the  A ssociation  w ould be available. In  M arch  
1965 the Secretary  of the A rts C ouncil asked fo r advice on the type of 
project tha t should  be given financial assistance, an d  a reply w as sent 
saying th a t th e  A ssociation  w ould  su p p o rt app lica tions fo r  capital 
grants fo r buildings and  fo r the acquisition  o f special m ateria l beyond 
what a lib rary  w ould  norm ally  be ab le  to  buy. T he  reply also  drew  
attention to  th e  existing app lica tion  fo r  a g ran t fo r w orks in sets. A 
letter o f 26 M ay 1965 from  the A rts C ouncil set ou t a policy on 
libraries (14) w hich seem ed to  m eet the A ssociation’s requirem ents, bu t 
later in the year the A rts C ouncil decided no t to  m ake cap ita l g ran ts 
or grants fo r th e  purchase o f books. Since then , several approaches 
have been m ade by the A ssociation , but w ithout success.

Library Resources Committee 
The position  o f the L ib rary  R esources C om m ittee  changed  w ith the 

passing of the N ationa l L ib rary  A ct. U n d er Section 14 of the A ct the 
Trustees o f th e  N atio n a l L ib rary  w ere em pow ered  to  set up  com m ittees 
for particu lar purposes, and  a t a m eeting o f the L ib rary  R esources 
Committee on 17 A ugust 1966 M r A lley, as convener, drew  th e  C o m ­
mittee’s a tten tion  to  th e  N ational L ib ra r ian ’s duty , u nder Section 6, *to 
provide m eans w hereby  co-opera tion  in lib rary  m atters shall be 
brought abou t w ith au tho rities  and  persons, w hether in N ew  Z ealand  
or elsewhere’, and , u n d er Section 13, ‘to  encourage  th e  p lanning and 
co-ordinating o f lib ra ry  developm ent in N ew  Z ealand  and  in p a rticu ­
lar: the association  o f th e  N atio n a l L ib ra ry  w ith o ther lib raries fo r 

^ the purpose o f increasing N ew  Z ea lan d ’s resources in lib rary  m ateria ls 
for research and  scho larsh ip ’. M r A lley suggested th a t a  com m ittee  set 
up by the  T rustees could  take  over from  the L ib rary  R esources C om ­
mittee a good deal o f w hat it h ad  done in th e  past, bu t excluding such
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m atters as in te r-lib ra ry  loan , restric ted  institu tional m em bership, terms 
o f book purchasing  by libraries, and , p ro b ab ly , lib rary  services fot 
special needs, such as services to  industry  and  technology. He 
specifically re jected  the idea o f a rep resen tative C ouncil like Aus­
tra lia ’s a a c  o b  s  and  he left it to  the A ssociation  to  decide whether 
it still w anted  to  have a  L ib ra ry  R esources C om m ittee  o f its own.

T he  C om m ittee duly  decided to  ask  the C ouncil to  recom mend that I 
th e  T rustees o f the N ationa l L ib rary  set u p  a  com m ittee, but reported 
th a t its own life should  be extended. Because o f th e  suddenness of the 
m ove, the C ouncil deferred  considera tion  o f the recom m endation until 
its next m eeting in N ovem ber 1966, b u t the T rustees’ program m e was 
no t to  be denied  and  they w ent ahead  and  crea ted  a  Special Committee 
on  N ew  Z ealand  L ib ra ry  R esources an d  B ibliographical Services 
(know n as the T rustees’ R esources C om m ittee) w ithou t waiting to hear 
from  th e  A ssociation . T he  senior N ationa l L ib rary  m em bers were not 
availab le  fo r the A ssociation’s com m ittee  w hen it w as reappointed in 
F eb ru a ry  1967, and  M r S. Perry, as the new  convener, was left to 
pick up  the pieces. A m ong  the w ork  th a t the com m ittee  has done since 
then  have been the revision o f the  rules fo r in ter-lib rary  loan and the 
p repara tion  o f an  in terloan  h andbook , the draw ing up  o f criteria for 
partic ipa tion  in in terloan , and  the negotiation  of booksellers’ terms.

W ith the add ition  o f the S tanding  C om m ittee  on L ib rary  Resources 
o f the V ice-C hancellors’ C om m ittee , there  a re  now  th ree resources 
com m ittees, none o f w hich holds the influential position  that the 
A ssociation’s com m ittee had  in its heyday. T he  T rustees ' com m ittee is 
useful fo r its purpose, w hich is to  p rov ide d isin terested  advice for the 
T rustees, bu t its m em bers a re  hand-p icked  and  responsible to  no one 
b u t the hand  th a t picks them . T h ere  is som e in terchange o f information 
betw een the com m ittees, and som e overlap  o f m em bersh ip , but it is 
difficult fo r them  to  join together to  m ake the ir voices heard . A great 
oppo rtun ity  w as lost. If there  had  been b e tte r consu lta tion  between 
th e  N ationa l L ib rary  and  the A ssociation , it m ight have been possible 
to  build  on w hat a lready  existed; th e  hu rried  substitu tes, unfortunately , 
add  up to  less th an  we h a d  before.

EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIAN SHIP

T he rem it th a t w as defeated  a t the C on ference  in F eb ru a ry  1960 was, 
‘T h a t this C onference  urge C ouncil to  consider again  th e  desirability  of 
recom m ending to  th e  G overnm en t th a t in o rd e r to  b ring  education  for 
lib rariansh ip  closer to  o th er p ro fessional tra in ing  and  closer to  the 
a tten tion  o f in tending app lican ts the L ib ra ry  School be attached  to 
one o f th e  U niversities’. V oting on it w as very  close, and  it is likely 
th a t the m ajority  of those w ho w ere p resen t w ere in sym pathy  w ith the 
idea th a t g rad u a te  lib ra ry  education  should  go to  a  U n iversity  bu t felt 
un ab le  to  su p p o rt a  change befo re  various p rob lem s h a d  been fully 
discussed. T h ere  w as the question , fo r instance, o f the  term s on which 
the change should  be approved . W ould  the new  school set ou t to  p re­
pare  students fo r  all types o f libraries, o r  w ould  it co n cen tra te  on

152 n e w  Z e a l a n d  l i b r a r i e s ,  October 1970



academic libraries? W hat w ould  be the  relationsh ip  betw een th e  school 
and the  A ssocia tion ’s certificate course? W ou ld  it be possible to  c o n ­
tinue the allow ances w hich w ere received by students o f th e  existing 
school?

A nother rem it, w hich w as passed a t the sam e m eeting, was, ‘T h a t 
this C onference urge C ouncil to ask th a t the L ib ra ry  School institu te a 
post d ip lom a course; the course to  involve orig inal research’. D iscus­
sion on this rem it ended  in th e  fo llow ing year w ith th e  establishm ent o f 
the John  H a rris  A w ard , ‘fo r the published  record  o f no tab le  w ork, 
whether in the b ib liographical, critical, h istorical o r adm in istra tive 
fields w hich will be a con tribu tion  to  N ew  Z ealand  Iib rariansh ip ’. 
As several m em bers o f th e  A ssociation  po in ted  ou t, how ever, this 
award, a lthough  it w as good  in itself, d id  n o t m eet th e  w ishes o f th e  
Conference. T he  L ib rary  School w as qu ite  unab le  to  m ake provision 
for advanced  study, and  this becam e a m ajo r elem ent in la te r discus­
sions on th e  fu tu re  o f th e  school.

Library School Director
A second rem it app roved  a t the 1960 C onference asked th a t a  fu ll­

time D irec to r be ap p o in ted  to  the L ib ra ry  School. T h is w as agreed to  
by the G overnm en t in 1961, bu t the objects given in the rem it, ‘in o rd e r 
to develop the School's w ork and  to  stim ulate  a consistent p rogram m e 
of research w ork  on N ew  Z ea land  lib rary  p rob lem s’, cou ld  be only 
partly achieved because o f o th er developm ents w hich will be described 
below.

W hen M r S. P erry , repo rting  on a visit to  A ustralia  in 1961, said, ‘I 
believe our school should  go to  a U niversity  now , if the  tran sfe r can 
be m ade w ithou t an y  sacrifice o f th e  im pressive standards th e  p resen t 
School has m a in ta in ed ’, the cu rren t o f th ink ing  w as flowing strongly  
and he therefo re  go t a qu icker response than  w riters o f such reports 
normally expect. T h e  L ib ra ry  T ra in ing  C om m ittee  on 28 A ugust 1962 
recommended to  the C ouncil th a t an  ap p ro ach  be m ade  to  th e  U n iv e r­
sity G ran ts  C om m ittee  an d  th e  D irecto r, N atio n a l L ib ra ry  Service, to  
discuss the fu tu re  o f L ib rary  School g radua te  tra in ing  in N ew  Z ealand . 
The C ouncil decided, th e  next day, to  consult the D irec to r o f the 
National L ib ra ry  Service, M r G . T . A lley, first, and  th e  m a tte r rested  
there until its next m eeting in F eb ru a ry  1963. M eanw hile, it w as re ­
ported th a t M r A lley had  ap p ro ach ed  the V ictoria U niversity  of 
Wellington on th e  question  o f the establishm ent o f a L ib ra ry  School 
there, bu t the T ra in ing  C om m ittee  considered th a t th e  A ssociation  
should also  presen t w ritten  subm issions.

The reco rd  o f w hat w as going on is very obscure a t th is po in t. 
Mr Alley has po in ted  o u t th a t he pu t fo rw ard  a proposal fo r a U n iver­
sity L ibrary  School a t an  ea rlie r date , bu t it is no t know n how  fa r  this 
proposal w ent o r how  m any people w ere aw are o f it. T here  w ere also 
reports th a t V ictoria  U n iversity  w as con tem pla ting  setting u p  a  L ib rary  
School, and  there  w ere suggestions th a t th is w ould be set u p  in 
opposition to , o r  to  supp lan t, th e  existing School. W hatever tru th  there
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w as in som e o f th e  sto ries th a t c ircu la ted  is buried  in inaccessible files 
a t  presen t. T h ere  m ay  have been very little, bu t there  was also very 
little fran k  and  open  discussion, and  the A ssocia tion ’s official attitude 
becam e perhaps a little m ore  defensive th an  w as necessary: it wanted 
to  see a U niversity  L ib rary  School, bu t one th a t carried  on and de­
veloped th e  w ork o f the existing School, no t one th a t was set up in 
opposition  to  it.

In F eb ru a ry  1963 the C ouncil decided to  w rite to  the Vice-Chancellor 
of the V ictoria  LIniversity o f W ellington saying th a t it understood that 
the estab lishm ent o f a lib ra ry  school a t the U niversity  was being dis­
cussed an d  th a t the A ssociation , as a  na tiona l professional body, would 
like to  be consulted . T he  V ice-C hancellor replied , saying that con- 1 
sideration  w ould  probab ly  be given to  such a p roposal during the next 
qu inquenn ium  (1965-1969). T he C ouncil, m eeting  in A ugust, welcomed 
the p roposal and  asked the E ducation  (fo rm erly  L ib rary  Training) 
C om m ittee  to  fo rm ula te  a detailed basis on w hich th e  A ssociation could 
support the setting up o f a  school.

T he E ducation  C om m ittee then p repared  a docum ent. The Nett 
Z ea land  L ibrary A ssocia tion  an d  a U niversity  L ibrary  School: State­
m en t and  R ecom m enda tions  (7), in w hich it ou tlined  th e  Association’s 
partic ipa tion  and  in terest in lib rary  education  at the  g raduate  and 
in term ediate  levels since th e  1940s, and  no ted  som e o f the  points that 
w ould have to  be considered  in setting up  a U n iversity  school. It said 
th a t the existing School had  tran sfo rm ed  the profession in New 
Z ealand  by m aking possible g reat advances in lib rary  service which 
in tu rn  had  created  a rap id ly  increasing dem and fo r qualified 
lib rarians, and  it w ent on to  say, ‘T he  p resen t an d  po ten tia l demand 
fo r its g raduates is no t being m et by the School, and  the variety of 
skills and  abilities required  is now  m uch g reater than  it w as when the 
School was founded . I t  is obvious, therefo re , th a t fu r th e r w ays must 
be found  to  increase the num ber o f students entering  the profession 
and  to  w iden the scope o f their train ing. T he  A ssociation  believes that 
the present L ib rary  School w ould  be able to  m eet this challenge, but 
it also  believes th a t a  university  school w ould be ab le  no t only to 
im prove the quality  o f lib rary  education  bu t also to  raise th e  status of 
lib rariansh ip  as a  c a ree r’. T he  rep o rt w ent befo re  the C ouncil in 
F eb ru a ry  1964.

N .Z .L .A . Certificate Course
It is now  necessary to  go back to  1961 to  find the beginning of 

ano ther th read  in the tangled  negotia tions o f th e  period  fro m  1963 on. 
T he  L ib ra ry  T ra in ing  C om m ittee  had  becom e concerned  ab o u t the 
g reatly  increased num ber o f studen ts tak ing  the C ertificate  course. The 
num ber sitting the P relim inary  E xam ination  had  alm ost treb led , to  96, 
in six years, a n d  the co rrespondence  sections o f th e  course were 
becom ing m ore  an d  m ore  difficult to  o rganise an d  to  keep running 
sm oothly  an d  efficiently. T h e  C om m ittee  th ere fo re  began an inquiry
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into various a lternative m ethods o f conducting  the course, including 
more freq u en t in takes, d ropp ing  the co rrespondence  course and  relying 
on o ther people o r institu tions to  p repare  studen ts fo r the  exam inations, 
and asking the L ib rary  School to  take over th e  adm in istra tion . O ne 
proposal w hich em erged from  its discussions w as th a t th e  D irec to r o f 
Education shou ld  be requested  to m ak e  a rrangem ents th rough  the 
Technical C o rrespondence  School to  p repare  candida tes fo r P a rt I of 
the course.

Seminar Discussion
The w hole question  w as discussed a t a P rofessional Section sem inar 

in W ellington in F eb ru a ry  1963, w hen M r H . M acaskill presented  the 
case fo r tu to ring  by the T echnical C orrespondence  School an d  M r D . 
M. W ylie exam ined  the possibility  o f decentralising  tu toring  w ithin the 
Association. A  full rep o rt o f this discussion w as published  in the 
Newsletter (8), and B ranches and  Sections w ere asked to send their 
comments on th e  p roposals to  the E ducation  C om m ittee. In  A ugust 
1963 the C om m ittee recom m ended  th a t the T echn ical C orrespondence 
School be asked to  undertake  the tu to ring . T his recom m endation  w as in 
line with com m ents th a t the C om m ittee  had  received, bu t it w as know n 
that the D irec to r o f the N atio n a l L ib ra ry  Service w as p e rtu rbed  by it 
and th a t he m ight p u t fo rw ard  an o th e r p roposal. Sure enough , on 23 
September 1963 the D irec to r o f the  L ib rary  School, M r T . B. O ’Neill, 
at a m eeting of the W ellington S ub-C om m ittee of the E ducation  C o m ­
mittee, ou tlined  an  a lte rna tive  p roposal on behalf o f the N ationa l 
Library Service th a t the L ib rary  School should  take over responsib ility  
for the course, running  it as a fu ll tim e course  to talling  ab o u t tw elve 
weeks spread over a  period  o f up  to  th ree years. If  the  A ssociation 
accepted th e  p roposal, the  D irec to r o f th e  N atio n a l L ib rary  Service 
would un d ertak e  to  do his best to  ob ta in  the app rova l o f the M inister 
of Education  and  to  secure th e  necessary space an d  staff.

This offer w as one th a t had  m any obvious advantages, though  it was 
a reversal o f  an op in ion  expressed by an  earlie r M inister o f E ducation , 
who had said , in 1948, ‘It is questionab le  w hether the tw o different 

I types o f tra in ing  could  sa tisfac to rily  be carried  ou t by th e  sam e 
staff . . .’ (9). A t th is p o in t o f tim e, how ever, it w as em barrassing  
because o f the state o f discussions on the estab lishm ent o f a U niversity  
library school. I t w as th o u g h t by several m em bers o f the E ducation  
Committee th a t a U n iversity  m ight be w illing to  accept a g raduate  
school bu t no t one  th a t also had  a non -g radua te  tail, and  the C om m it­
tee found it difficult to  assess the possible effect o f one m ove on the 
other o r to  find ou t w hat the D irec to r o f the N ational L ib ra ry  Service 

1 thought the fu tu re  o f each course should  be. Placed in this aw kw ard  
situation, the C om m ittee  found  th a t it cou ld  no t reject the offer, bu t it 
had serious m isgivings ab o u t the ou tcom e, relieved by th e  though t th a t 
a library education  division o f the N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  Service m ight be 
developed in to  a school offering several types o f courses a t  an  in te r­
mediate level a f te r  the g rad u a te  course had  gone to  the U niversity .
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M r A lley m et th e  E ducation  C om m ittee on 20 N ovem ber 1963, and 
a f te r  he  left the  m eeting a straw  vo te  disclosed a m ajority  in favour of 
accepting  his proposals w ith som e am endm ent. T h e  Committee then 
put fo rw ard  th e  fo llow ing recom m endation , w hich w as adopted by the 
C ouncil in a posta l ba llo t:

That the Director, National Library Service, be thanked for his 
suggestion that the Service might take responsibility for intermediate 
level training and informed that the Association accepts the offer in 
principle but that at the same time the Director be asked to agree that 
such action would not commit any possible university library school to 
enter upon library training at a non-graduate level and that if the 
N ational Library Service decided not to continue its library training 
activities it would give the Association sufficient notice for satisfactory 
alternative arrangements to be made. It was further resolved that the 
Association would like to see a continuing committee set up for consul­
tation on the form and content of this course.

T his resolution  w as conveyed to the D irec to r, w ho replied on 30 
Jan u ary  1964 (10). In  his le tter he said , am ong  o th er things:

Tn offering to recommend to the Minister that the National Library 
Service extend its commitment to intermediate level training, the Service 
is simply facing the fact that for good library service this level of training 
is essential. This is demonstrated by a growing concern in the United 
Kingdom and the United States with such training. If the Association 
cannot continue such training, some other institution should do so.

The Association’s Training Course cannot be replaced by one for 
’technicians’, i.e. people primarily equipped to carry out technical pro­
cesses such as preparing and checking orders, maintaining serial records, 
verifying entries, routine cataloguing, and similar tasks. An overwhelming 
majority of students work in public libraries, the Country Library Ser­
vice and the School Library Service, and they need an understanding of 
librarianship. While the development o f special options should permit 
more advanced technical training for those who choose it, the greatest 
need will remain for the training of intermediate level librarians who are I 
working with their public; they do not require advanced training, but they 
are librarians, not technicians . . .

Approval has already been obtained for the National Library Service { 
to enter into discussions with the Vice-Chancellor of Victoria University 
of Wellington on transferring the Library School to the University, and 
these discussions have been opened. Until there is a response to this 
initiative it is not possible to foresee the sort o f library education the 
University may undertake to provide.

However, as the Library School is the library education division of 
the National Library Service, its transfer to Victoria University of 
Wellington would leave the Service without the establishment or facilities 
for library education. The Service could not expect to retain these for < 
undergraduate level library training while at the same time expecting to 
provide funds for bursaries, which could cost over £20,000 p.a. for 
students attending graduate library training at a university . . .

The Association may be assured that any N ational Library Service 
library education activities will not be discontinued unless satisfactory 
alternative arrangements are made . . .
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On 21 F eb ru a ry  1964 th e  C ouncil fo rm ally  accepted the offer of 
the N ationa l L ib rary  Service to  take over the n z l a  tra in ing  course, 
but p laced on record  tha t it w as o f the firm opin ion  th a t such action 
should no t prejudice negotiations w ith the V ictoria U niversity  o f 
W ellington fo r the tran sfe r of the L ib rary  School to  the U niversity . A t 
the sam e m eeting the C ouncil adop ted  th e  sta tem en t, T he N e w  Z ealand  
Library A ssocia tion  an d  a U niversity  L ibrary  Schoo l, as a sta tem ent of 
Association policy, and decided to  invite the D irecto r, N ational L ib rary  
Service, and  the V ice-C hancellor o f V ictoria U niversity  to  join w ith 
representatives of the A ssociation in discussing the possible tran sfe r of 
the L ib rary  School to  the U niversity . T he M inister of E ducation  
approved the new responsibilities o f th e  L ib rary  School later in 1964.

I have dealt w ith these events in som e detail because they help to 
explain the difficulties w hich w ere encoun tered  by the A ssociation  later. 
It is true  th a t the m a jo r objective o f the A ssociation  was to  see a 
graduate lib rary  school a t V ictoria  U niversity , bu t this fa irly  sim ple 
aim w as com plicated  by its desire th a t it should  be achieved by ag ree­
ment betw een the N ational L ib rary  Service and  th e  U niversity , and 
by the need to  ensure th a t in term ediate-level tra in ing , w hich w as a 
unique and  valuab le  fea tu re  o f N ew  Z ea land  lib rariansh ip , w as m a in ­
tained and , if possible, im proved . Even w ith these com plications, how ­
ever, it should  have been a  sim ple enough m a tte r fo r the N ational 
Library Service and  th e  U niversity  to  w ork o u t a so lu tion  w ith the 
assistance o f the A ssociation . T hings did no t tu rn  ou t th is w ay, how ­
ever, and  the A ssociation fo u n d  itself faced  w ith the difficult task of 
trying to  persuade no t one, bu t tw o, horses to  d rink , and  nearly  
drowned itself in th e  a ttem p t.

Let us take a little tim e off from  the negotia tions to  look a t the 
actual w ork being done in lib rary  tra in ing  betw een 1964 an d  now. T he  
new C ertificate course, agreed upon  betw een the L ib rary  School and  
the A ssociation, cam e in to  effect in 1965, the first students entering the 
School in 1966. I t p rov ided  fo r  a p re lim inary  exam ination , conducted  
by the A ssociation , fo llow ed by th ree four-w eek fu ll-tim e sections at 
the L ib rary  School. T h e  gap  betw een the  sections was ab o u t fifteen 
months a t first, bu t later, in o rd e r to  m eet com plain ts th a t the course 
took too  long to  com plete , the o rder in w hich groups en tered  the 
School w as changed  and  the gap w as reduced  to  n ine m onths. T he 
timetable fo r  a stu d en t is now  as fo llow s:

June, year 1 : en te r fo r  P re lim inary  E xam ination  (la te  entries 
considered in O c to b e r) .

A pril, y ea r 2: sit P re lim inary  E x am ina tion .
3rd term , y ear 2: Section A
2nd te rm , year 3: Section B
1st te rm , y ear 4: Section C  and , w ith luck , aw ard  of C ertificate.

Libraries a re  expected  to  a rran g e  th e  w ork  of their students to  give 
them suitable experience, an d  to  give them  leave w ith pay  to  a ttend  the
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School, and  m ost do  so. T he  students m ust have reading records 
accepted  betw een sections and  m ust rem ain  in lib rary  work. Their 
p repara tion  fo r the P re lim inary  E xam ina tion  is assisted by some very 
full notes p repared  by a sub-com m ittee of the E ducation  Committee 
under the d irection  of M iss J. S. W right. T he  conduct o f the Prelimin­
ary E xam ination  has been im proved by the estab lishm ent of a Board 
o f E xam iners and  by regu lar exam iners’ m eetings. T he  ‘continuing 
com m ittee’ suggested by the  A ssociation  w as no t set up, bu t meetings 
o f the W ellington m em bers o f the E d u ca tio n  C om m ittee  w ith the staff 
o f the School have provided an acceptab le  substitu te  since 1967.

T he  pre-requ isite  qualification  fo r en try  to  the C ertificate course 
w as raised to  E ndorsed  School C ertificate in 1964, and  to  University 
E n trance  from  the s ta rt o f th e  new  course. In sp ite o f these restric­
tions, how ever, the num ber o f cand ida tes rose un til, a t the  beginning 
o f 1968, the E ducation  C om m ittee  advised th a t the existing arrange­
m ents a t the L ib rary  School, w hich allow ed fo r 80 en tran ts  to  Section 
A in any  one year, w ould  p ro b ab ly  no t be ad eq u a te  from  1969 or 
1970. T h is advice was u n fo rtuna te ly  not heeded by the National 
L ib rary  m em bers o f th e  C om m ittee , and  a t the beginning of 1969 the 
C om m ittee  w as astounded  w hen the  N ationa l L ib rarian  inform ed it 
th a t som e fo rm  of restric tion  o f en try  to Section A . a p a rt from  that 
im posed by the P re lim inary  E xam ination , w ould be necessary.

T he  ra th e r b itte r exchanges w hich fo llow ed this announcem en t were 
explainable  only in p art by the fac ts o f this p a rticu la r situation ; they 
also  stem m ed from  the fru stra tio n  th a t w as fe lt by th e  Education 
C om m ittee in its a ttem p ts to  get discussions going on th e  fu ture of 
education  fo r lib rariansh ip  generally . In  fac t, the new  course has been 
very successful, and  dem onstra tes the  value of block courses fo r inter­
m ediate-level students.

F o r  the record , th e  num ber o f C ertificates aw arded  since 1960 has 
been a s  follow s:

1961 40 1966 33
1962 39 1967 69
1963 41 1968 40
1964 40 1969 49
1965 86

R epresen tatives o f th e  A ssociation  a t  last m anaged  to  get in to  one 
room  w ith the N a tio n a l L ib rarian  (as he  had  becom e) an d  the Vice- 
C hancello r o f V ictoria  U niversity  on 17 A ugust 1965 to  discuss the 
possibility  o f a  U niversity  lib rary  school. T hey  had  w hat seem ed to  be 
a useful discussion, conducted  in the  spirit o f exploring possibilities 
an d  rang ing  fa irly  w idely. A ll parties seem ed to  accep t th e  need fo r a 
U niversity  school. I t w as agreed th a t the A ssociation  should  d raw  up 
m ore detailed proposals and  th a t these should  be discussed a t a fu rther 
tri-partite  m eeting to  be held  in  M ay  1966.

T h e  E ducation  C om m ittee  then  p rep a red  an o th e r docum ent. U niver­
s ity  L ibrary Schoo l (11), w hich w as approved  in  princip le  by the
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Council in F eb ru a ry  1966 and  referred  to  B ranches and  Sections fo r 
comment. In  this docum ent th e  background  o f  existing courses was 
described an d  fu tu re  needs estim ated , including advanced  study and  
research on th e  one hand , an d  a  proposal fo r a C ertificate in School 
L ibrarianship (see u n d er School L ibraries below ) on th e  o ther. F o r  the 
first tim e th e  C om m ittee  spelt ou t in detail its views on  th e  w ay in 
which the various levels o f tra in ing  m ight be dealt w ith :

The Association is anxious that these non-professional courses should 
be developed vigorously, and their range extended, since they provide a 
solid basis of trained staff which is necessary to support the professional 
librarians, and it has been grateful to the Library School for its willing­
ness to  become involved in them. The Association is not convinced, 
however, that they must continue to be part of the responsibility of a 
University Library School, and it has repeatedly emphasised that the 
future of the professional course and other advanced work should not be 
prejudiced by the School’s other responsibilities. It believes that there 
would in fact be distinct advantages in having the different levels of 
training conducted by separate institutions.

. . . The School needs to devote a great deal o f attention to the 
development of the professional course and advanced work, and there 
is also, in the Association’s view, scope for great development at the 
non-professional level. There is room for two schools, each concentrating 
on its own level and type of work, and it is suggested that the non­
professional level could well rem ain the responsibility of the National 
Library. It is recognised that there may be considerable administrative 
and staffing difficulties while these developments are being put into effect, 
but it would be expected that the University and the National Library 
would co-operate in minimising them . . .

The Association wishes to emphasise, therefore, that the question of 
the transfer of the Library School to a University is essentially one which 
concerns the G raduate Course and advanced work. The Association does 
not wish to be dogmatic about the future of other courses, but it considers 
that other m atters should not be allowed to  cloud the issue of the future 
of the G raduate Course.

W hen this docum ent was referred  to  B ranches and Sections it 
became ap p aren t th a t the  E ducation  C om m ittee  and  the C ouncil had 
got ahead  o f the general m em bersh ip . T he  fa ilu re  to  publish the 1963 
statement and  to  d raw  th e  a tten tio n  o f m em bers to  the qu ite  firm 
policy decisions th a t the C ouncil had m ade from  tim e to  tim e m eant 
that a good deal o f th e  background  w as no t generally  know n, and  it 
was no t c lear to  everyone th a t the docum ent in question  w as in tended 
as a basis fo r an o th e r tr i-partite  discussion, ra th e r than  a fu ll statem ent 
of a case. T h is w as a  lesson in elem entary  public relations, but in m iti­
gation it m ay  be said th a t the aim  o f  th e  E ducation  C om m ittee  all 
along had  been to  bring  the N a tio n a l L ib rary  and  the U niversity  to ­
gether in o rd e r to  m ake it easier fo r them  to  w ork ou t a program m e. 
In doing this, it had  taken  a t the ir face  value the statem ents o f the 
N ational L ib ra rian  and  th e  V ice-C hancellor. S tep by step, because of
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the  caginess o f th e  o ther parties, th e  C om m ittee h ad  been led to make 
the detailed p roposals w hich should  have  been the w ork of all three 
institu tions. T h is  process w as to  con tinue .

Membership Support
T here  w as strong  suppo rt from  m ost o f the m em bership for the 

m a jo r policies set o u t in the docum ent, bu t th e re  w as som e uneasiness 
ab o u t the  fu tu re  o f the C ertificate C ourse, and  it w as clear that the 
A ssociation  cou ld  go no  fu rth e r w ithou t endorsem ent from  a General 
M eeting. T he  discussion p lanned  fo r M ay 1966 w as therefore called 
off an d  the E ducation  C om m ittee  p rep ared  yet an o th e r document, The 
F uture  o f  L ibrary E ducation  in  N ew  Zealand, w hich w as adopted by 
the C ouncil and  published  in N ew  Z ea land  L ibraries (12) with a note ' 
th a t it w ould be discussed a t th e  1967 C onference , w hich would be 
asked to  endorse it as A ssociation  policy. I t  p roposed a plan based on 
tw o schools, one a t the V ictoria U niversity  o f W ellington and the 
o ther in the N ational L ib rary , and  m ade th e  new  suggestion that an 
in term ediate  course a t the N atio n a l L ib ra ry ’s school could  be used as a 
p re-requisite  fo r  en try  to  the U niversity  school.

A t this stage the N ational L ib rarian  said th a t the A ssociation should 
m ake direct rep resen tations to  the U niversity  G ran ts  Com m ittee and 
th e  M inister o f E ducation . T he  docum ent w as th ere fo re  sent to them, 
as well as to  the V ice-C hancellor and  th e  N ationa l L ibrarian , and 
p repara tions w ere m ade fo r the C onference  discussion in February
1967.

O n 6 F eb ru a ry  1967 the V ice-C hancellor w rote to  say that he had 
read  the docum ent The F u tu re  o f  L ibrary  E ducation  in N ew  Zealand 
and  th a t ‘it seem s to  m e th a t the case w hich it m akes fo r  the establish­
m ent o f a school a t this U niversity  a n d  fo r the fu tu re  o f library  train­
ing w ithin the N ationa l L ibrary  w ould  fo rm  a very satisfactory  basis 
fo r  fu r th e r discussion’. A  few  days later the N a tio n a l L ib rarian  wrote 
to  say th a t he no  longer had  au tho rity  to  take  p art in discussions on 
the p roposed tran sfe r o f the L ib rary  School to the U niversity .

O n 14 F eb ruary  the M inister o f E d uca tion , the H on . A . E . Kinsella, 
opened th e  1967 C onference. In  his address he said th a t he did not 
app rove  the plan  pu t fo rw ard  by the A ssociation; th a t he did no t wish 
to  see tw o schools; th a t lib ra ry  education  w as being carried  ou t well 
by the present school; th a t the very few  w ho needed specialised training 
could  be sent overseas. H e added , how ever, th a t he had  no  objection to 
a  com m ittee  looking a t the p rob lem : ‘T here  m ight be a case fo r setting 
u p  a sm all g roup  to  rep o rt to  m e on  any  needs fo r changes in the 
p a tte rn  of lib rary  ed u ca tion .’

T he  M in ister’s s ta tem en t gave g rea t offence, no t because o f its sub­
stance bu t because of th e  m anner in w hich it w as m ade. M r Kinsella 
m ust have know n fo r a  long tim e the w ay th e  A ssocia tion ’s policy was 
being developed. H e  h a d  been sent a  copy  o f the  m ost recent docu­
m ent, bu t had  n o t offered to  discuss it. H e  had  been invited to  open 
the C onference as a m atte r o f courtesy , because it w as being held in 
W ellington. U ntil he began to  speak he had  given no h in t o f w hat he
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would say. It w as a pity  th a t the M inister w ho had  go t the  N ational 
Library A ct passed felt it necessary to  tre a t so cavalierly  the A ssocia­
tion w hich h a d  been of som e assistance to  him  on th a t occasion.

The discussion on the docum ent w as there fo re  a b it aim less, though  
a passage w hich im plied  th a t m any  w om en m ight be co n ten t w ith the 
pre-requisite course  ra th e r than  the full g radua te  course created  som e 
trouble. A no ther lesson fo r A ssociation  com m ittees: never, never say 
anything th a t can  be seized upon by the fem inists, because this will 
inevitably becom e the m ain  topic o f discussion. T he debate  ended co n ­
structively, how ever, in a request th a t the M in ister set up a w orking 
party to discuss the fu tu re  o f lib rary  education  in N ew  Z ealand . T he 
request was duly passed on to  the M inister, and  tw o and  a  half years 
later, a fte r a p ro trac ted  gam e of w ill-you w on’t-you, a  W orking Party  
on E ducation  fo r  L ib rarian sh ip  w as appo in ted . It m et on tw enty  days 
between 4 lu n e  and  26 S eptem ber 1969 and  presented  its rep o rt (13) to 
the M inister in O ctober.

In m aking  subm issions to  the W orking P arty , th e  A ssociation re ­
peated its earlie r sta tem ents, bu t w'ith one significant change. A lthough  
its m ajo r concern  w as th e  estab lishm ent o f a g rad u a te  school a t  the 
University, it now  said th a t the w eight lay w ith retain ing  if possible the 
connection in a single in stitu tion  of both  g radua te  and  underg raduate  
library education , and  it suggested th a t p recedents m ight be found  in 
the various certificate courses o f U niversity  E xtension  D epartm en ts .

The W orking P arty  recom m ended the establishm ent o f an  indepen­
dent C ollege o f L ib rarian sh ip , under its ow n sta tu te , to  conduct courses 
at all levels and  to  co -opera te  w ith the V ic to ria  U niversity  o f W elling­
ton at the m ore  advanced  level; it suggested tha t, a t the g radua te  level, 
a second, post-d ip lom a year m ight lead to  the aw ard  o f a V ictoria 
University degree. T h e  rep o rt, w hich was published in D ecem ber 1969, 
is still under discussion.

Two o ther m atte rs  should  be m entioned . F irst, a rrangem ents w ere 
made in 1963 fo r  Pacific Is landers to  take the C ertificate course. A nd 
second, a f te r  som e years o f requests by th e  A ssociation , w hich was 
alarmed a t th e  very  low  num bers o f g raduates w ishing to  en te r the 
Library School, the G overnm en t agreed in 1963 to  offer annually  six 
library studentsh ips, u nder w hich students w ere assisted to  take  u n iv er­
sity degrees befo re  proceeding to  the School. T hirty -six  studen ts w ere 
granted studen tsh ips by 1969, a f te r  w hich, because places a t  th e  School 
were being m ore  eagerly sought, the schem e w as suspended.

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE

The proposals fo r the rep lacem en t o f G overnm en t a id-in-kind, 
through the C o un try  L ib rary  Service, by financial aid  to  regional 
groupings o r m etropo litan  au tho rities, em bodied  in the pam phlet 
Co-operation: a N ew  Phase, seem ed likely to  m ove a step  fo rw ard  
when the G o v ern m en t in 1960 announced  th a t funds w ould  be p ro ­
vided fo r a pilot project. T he  C o u n try  L ib rary  Service p repared  a
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plan  based on Palm erston  N o rth  and  encom passing the Manawatu- 
R ang itike i-W airarapa  region, w ith a to ta l p o p u la tion  o f ab o u t 160,000, 
an d  prov id ing  fo r  bo roughs to  co n trib u te  6s. p e r head  an d  counties 2s, 
the governm en t subsidy being 4s. T h is p lan , w hich w as la te r modified 
in som e respects, w as p u t by the c l s  to  local au tho rities  in  an inten­
sive cam paign  a t com bined  m eetings an d  by indiv idual visits. Opinion 
am ong th e  local au tho rities w as divided, an d  in the end the scheme had 
to  be abandoned .

A  very  fu ll acco u n t o f the cam paign  a n d  an  exam ination  of the 
reasons fo r its fa ilu re  w ere given to  the 1962 C onference  of the 
A ssociation  by M r A . G . B agnall, w ho w as A cting  D irec to r of the 
N ational L ib rary  Service during  the critical period  (15). H indsight sug­
gests th a t the deciding e rro r o f judgm ent w as to  a ttem p t first to  set up 
a  regional system  in a p redom inan tly  ru ra l a rea  w hich a lready  had a 
certa in  level o f service from  th e  C o un try  L ib rary  Service, ra ther than 
in selecting a  m etropo litan  area in w hich large sections h ad  no library 
service a t all. H ow ever th a t m ay  be, th e  fa ilu re  w as a considerable set­
back an d  th e  A ssociation  has n o t since then  been able to  screw  itself up 
to  p repare  fo r a n o th e r a ttem p t. A  W orking P a rty  o n  regional library 
service repo rted  to  the C ouncil a t the end o f 1962 th a t ‘I t  was main­
ta ined  by governm ent lib ra rian s an d  accep ted  by th e  o thers th a t it was 
q u ite  unrealistic  a t th e  present tim e to  consider any  p roposals fo r the 
estab lishm ent o f lib ra ry  regions; governm ent fun d s w ould  not be 
availab le  and  local au tho rities  could  do  little  u n a id ed ’.

Revision o f Standards
In  F eb ru a ry  1963 the C ouncil referred  the question  o f the revision 

and  extension o f  s tandards o f service fo r N ew  Z ea lan d  conditions for 
public a n d  regional lib ra ry  service to  the  P ub lic  L ib ra ry  Service Com­
m ittee. T h is led, in 1966, to  the  publication  o f Standards fo r  Public 
L ibrary Service in N e w  Zealand , w hich w ere p repared  in term s of 
m inim um  standards w hich could  only be achieved by libraries or 
groups o f  lib raries serving a  popu la tion  o f the size envisaged in 
C o-operation: a N e w  Phase, and  prov isional s tandards, as a  guide to 
w hat w as possible in sm aller lib raries.

F ro m  tim e  to  tim e  considera tion  has been given to  asking the 
G overnm en t fo r subsidies fo r public libraries, and  a w ary  eye has been 
kept on the M unicipal A ssociation , w hich also  w ants subsidies b u t does 
no t tie its requests to  standards o f service. A t p resent, th e  A ssociation 
is pinning its hopes on its request th a t the G overnm en t shou ld  set up a 
Com m ission o f Inqu iry  into lib rary  services in N ew  Z ealand , which 
w ould  deal w ith all types of libraries b u t w hich w ould  be o f particu lar 
significance fo r  public  libraries because n o  o th er p roposa l concerning 
them  is being considered. T he term s o f reference w hich w ere suggested 
to  the G overnm en t included, ‘w hether there  should  be any  changes in 
the presen t m ethod  o f governm ent assistance to  public  libraries 
opera ted  by local au th o ritie s’. T he  request fo r  an  inqu iry  has no t yet 
been ag reed  to .
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES

A ndrew  O sborn  said  in 1960, ‘T h e  w eakest links in th e  existing 
library system  are w ithou t d o u b t the academ ic libraries. D espite the 
contribu tion  o f the School L ib rary  Service there a re  few  excellent 
school lib raries in N ew  Z ealand , the shortcom ings being a t  the local 
level. M ost school lib raries a re  m ediocre  o r  poor, and  will rem ain  so 
until local school adm in is tra tions acco rd  lib raries a key p lace  in the 
school p rogram m e, em ploy school lib rarians and  allocate  funds . . .’ 
(16). O sb o rn ’s stric tu res w ere fa ir  enough, b u t he did no t realise th a t 
the real decisions a re  m ade  a t  th e  cen tre , in the D ep artm en t o f E d u c a ­
tion. w hich w as the body responsib le fo r  rem oving the m eagre tim e 
allotm ent fo r teacher-lib ra rian s and  fo r pu tting  underpaid , un trained  
ancillary staff in schools an d  calling them  lib ra rian s un til the  
solecism w as po in ted  ou t by the n z l a .

T he A ssociation  presen ted  subm issions to  th e  C om m ission on N ew  
Zealand E ducation  in 1960, em phasising th e  need fo r  th e  appo in tm en t 
of lib rarians w ith ap p ro p ria te  qualifications and  sta tus so th a t s tan ­
dards o f service, on w hich it also m ade recom m endations, could  be 
met. T he  rep o rt o f the C om m ission (17) recom m ended  th a t as soon as 
possible the staffing allow ance o f teacher-lib rarians be resto red  and  
steadily increased, th a t lib rary  assistan ts be re ta ined  as ancillary  tech ­
nicians, and  th a t tra in ing  schem es be institu ted  leading to  a C ertificate 
in School L ib rarian sh ip  fo r teacher-lib rarians and  to  a m ino r technical 
qualification fo r  lib ra ry  assistants. I t also  criticised o ther aspects o f 
school lib ra ry  policy w hich stem m ed from  the sam e lack o f ap p rec ia ­
tion of the im portance  o f school lib raries as the lack o f adequate  
staffing.

T here has been very little change on the surface during  th e  past 
decade, b u t som e g roundw ork  w as done th a t m ight lead  to  develop­
ments in th e  fu tu re . In  1962, the A ssociation  published  a pam phle t. 
The N eed  fo r  Sch o o l Libraries, w hich w as w idely d istribu ted , and  it 
m aintained co n tac t w ith g roups in th e  teaching profession  w hich w ere 
concerned ab o u t school libraries. I t also  sent tw o representatives to 
take p art in a sem inar, a rranged  by th e  D epartm en t o f E ducation , 
held a t W allis H ouse. L ow er H u tt, fro m  17 to  21 Septem ber 1962. T his 
seminar, w hich w as also  a ttended  by teachers, inspectors o f p rim ary  
schools, and  m em bers o f the School L ib rary  Service staff, took  as its 
subject ‘T he  func tion  and  developm ent o f th e  school lib ra ry  in p rim ary  
education’ and  discussed such topics as s tandards o f book selection, 
basic collections o f books fo r  schools, co -o rd ination  of book buying, 
library accom m odation  an d  the organ isa tion  o f book stocks w ithin 
the school, staffing, p rofessional assistance to  teachers th rough  the 
School L ib ra ry  Service and  pub lic  lib raries, in-service tra in ing  fo r 
teachers and  instruction  fo r students in teachers’ colleges on the  use of 
books and  lib raries in classroom  w ork , an d  th e  guidance o f ch ild ren ’s 
reading. It w as a good o p p o rtun ity  fo r  m em bers o f th e  tw o professions 
to get together an d  find com m on in terests.
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In  1964 M r G . R . M cD onald  w as ap p o in ted  to  th e  Post-Primaty 
School In specto ra te  and  seconded to  the  C urricu lum  Development Unit 
w ith the assignm ent o f ‘p rom o ting  b e tte r use o f libraries in the school 
cu rricu lum  an d  assisting w ith the estab lishm ent o f a school library 
qualification  fo r teachers’. A  g ro u p  w hich m et a t Lopdell House in 
A ugust 1964 p roduced  a p lan  fo r  a  course leading to  a Certificate in 
School L ib rarian sh ip  (18). C and idates fo r this course were to be 
teachers w ho had  a degree o r an  educational background  suitable for 
a  g radua te  level course, an d  tw o years’ ap p ro v ed  teaching experience. 
T hey w ould do a co rrespondence  course o f eigh t assignm ents, followed 
by a seven-w eeks’ fu ll-tim e course a t  th e  L ib ra ry  School, fo r which 
they w ould  be g ran ted  leave. T h is p roposal w as deferred  by Cabinet, 
bu t M r M cD onald  has rem ained  w ith the C urricu lum  Development 
U nit. T he  A ssociation , w hich knew  o f th e  p roposa l only by repute, 
m ade several app roaches to  the G overnm en t to  have it acted  on, and 
the M in ister o f E ducation  gave it favou rab le  m ention  in his 1967 
address to the C onference. It was given very full consideration  in 1969 
by the W orking P arty  on E d u ca tio n  fo r L ib rariansh ip , w hich incor­
porated  a sim ilar course in its proposal fo r a C ollege o f Librarianship.

A t th e  suggestion o f the C ouncil, th e  P alm erston  N orth  Branch, 
w hich had  show n som e in terest in the m a tte r , devoted  its weekend 
school, 17-18 A ugust 1968, to  the subject o f secondary  school libraries. 
As a result of the report o f th is school (19), a depu ta tion  met the 
M inister o f E ducation  on 7 O ctober 1969 to  p resen t subm issions (20). 
O n the question  of tra in ing  the M inister w as non-com m itta l, saying 
th a t he w as aw aiting th e  rep o rt o f the W orking P arty , bu t he gave 
enough carefu l encouragem en t to m ake it certain  th a t the Association 
will w an t to  continue the discussion with his successor.

CABBAGES AND KINGS

In 1961 the D ep artm en t o f Justice took  the in itia tive in trying to 
im prove th e  p rocedures fo r  hand ling  censorsh ip , an d  th e  Association, 
as an  organisation  w hich h ad  show n in terest in th e  p rob lem , w as asked 
to  send a  represen tative to  a  m eeting. T h e  D ep a rtm en t’s p roposal was 
fo r  a tr ibuna l em pow ered to  classify  publications. A  Bill incorporating 
som e of th e  suggestions m ade by the A ssociation  w as in troduced  into 
the H ouse o f R epresentatives in 1962, an d  by the Indecen t Publications 
A ct, 1963, the Indecen t P ub lications T rib u n a l cam e in to  being. I t had 
been opposed by som e people w ho ob jected  to  the principle o f censor­
ship, bu t the A ssociation  has never denied  th e  need  fo r  som e form  of 
con tro l, being m ain ly  concerned  th a t the hap h aza rd  and  ill-informed 
m ethods of the past should be replaced by a b e tte r m ethod  (21). The 
T rib u n a l, w hich was described by M r S. P erry  (22), a  m em ber since its 
inception, has caused  a g reat deal o f in terest overseas. It has been 
liberal and  consisten t in its opera tion , and  has taken  th e  heat ou t of 
the censorsh ip  question . I t  w as defended  by th e  A ssociation  against 
public a ttack  in 1967. Shortly  a f te r  the T rib u n a l w as set up , the
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Association m ade a series o f represen tations to  th e  C ustom s D e p a rt­
ment in an  effort to  c larify  the  relationsh ip  betw een the D epartm en t 
and the T rib u n a l (23).

T he prob lem s o f tw o sm all g roups o f libraries— those o f teachers’ 
colleges and  of technical institu tes and  polytechnics— have been co n ­
sidered by th e  A ssociation . S tandards fo r  teachers’ college libraries 
were published  in 1967, and  have been used in negotiations w ith the 
G overnm ent. A  com m ittee is still exam in ing  th e  problem s o f the o ther 
group.

Library Service to Maoris
R epresen ta tions w ere m ade to  the M inister o f E ducation  and  th e  

M aori E ducation  F o u n d a tio n  on  the special lib rary  prob lem s of 
M aoris in 1963-64. T h e  M aori E ducation  F o u n d a tio n  approved  the 
aw ard o f a lib ra ry  study  bursary  to  a M aori student, bu t so fa r  it has 
not been taken  up. T he  publication  o f a  pam phlet T he P ublic L ibrary  
is fo r  E veryone in the C o m m u n ity , was designed to  encourage the use 
of lib raries by M aoris.

T he  A ssociation  has w atched  (he effects o f build ing program m ing  in 
times of financial crisis, no t only  in re la tion  to  the N atio n a l L ib ra ry  
but in o th er cases as well. T he  m ost no tab le  instance w as th a t o f the 
A uckland Public L ib rary , w hose new  building w as held up  fo r som e 
time. T he  M inister o f W orks said , on 23 M arch 1966, ‘Y our A ssocia­
tion m ay be assured  th a t there  is no in tention  on th e  p a rt o f the 
Building P ro g ram m er to classify libraries as a  restric ted  category . T he ir 
part in the educational and  cu ltu ra l activities o f the com m unity  is 
fully ap p rec ia ted .’

T he  A ssocia tion ’s S tandard  Salary Scale  has been kep t up  to  date  
and re-issued regularly , and has had  a m arked  effect, especially on 
sm aller lib ra ry  au tho rities  w hich do no t know  w'here to  p lace lib rary  
staff in relation  to  o ther em ployees. T he fac t th a t it is endorsed  by the 
Local A u thorities Section and  approved  by the C ouncil, w hich has a 
fixed qu o ta  of L ocal A u tho rity  m em bers, has m ade it generally  accep t­
able to  au th o rities  con tro lling  public libraries. Its effect is reinforced 
by the now  alm ost universal practice  o f advertising  positions in the 
N ewsletter, w here notes assess the ir re la tionsh ip  to  th e  scale.

W hen the A ssociation’s rules fo r the gran ting  o f A ssociatcships and 
Fellowships w ere ad o p ted  in 1955 it w as suggested th a t they should be 
reviewed a f te r  five years o f  opera tion . In 1961, a fte r  various proposals 
had been m ade fo r the ir am endm ent, a  new R egistra tion  C om m ittee 
was set up . It decided, a f te r  its first discussions, th a t th e  rules regard ing  
the aw ard  of A ssociateships should be altered  to m ake the possession 
of a degree, o th er th an  a degree in lib rariansh ip , a norm al prerequisite , 
but w ith p rovision fo r special cases. I t also  recom m ended  the retention  
of the Fellow ship  as a p rofessional hon o u r, and  it m ade various 
suggestions fo r im proving the m achinery  o f the schem e, bu t it did not 
wish to  propose any  o th er m ajo r a lte ra tions. These views w ere p u b ­
lished (24) and  discussed widely, an d  m et w ith general approval. T hey 
were then  inco rpo ra ted  in revised ru les w hich w ere ad o p ted  a t the
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A nnual M eeting in 1963. Since th e  adop tion  o f the revised rules, the 
follow ing charte rs  have been g ran ted  by th e  C ouncil:

Associates Fellows
To holders of

Dip. N.Z.L.S.
Cert. N.Z.L.S.......
N.Z.L.A. C ert......

62
3 
8
4 
3

7

Overseas library qualification 
No library qualification

2

80 9

In mid-1970 there are 218 Associates and 23 Fellows on the Register.

T w o new  aw ards have been established since 1960: the John Harris 
A w ard , w hich has a lready  been referred  to , and  the M ary Fleming 
Prize, in 1964, fo r the studen t o f the g raduate  course o f the New 
Z ealand  L ib rary  School having the highest g rade  fo r th e  year in cata­
loguing and  classification. E ach nom ination  fo r the John  H arris  Award 
is referred  to  a panel o f judges; the M ary  Flem ing Prize is awarded 
on the recom m endation  o f the  D irec to r o f th e  L ib rary  School. Since 
1960 the follow ing aw ards have been m ade: M ary Flem ing Prize, 1; 
E sther G len A w ard , 1; John  H arris  A w ard , 2.

S ince the revision o f  the R ules in 1960 there  has been very little 
change in the m achinery  by w hich the  A ssociation  w orks, though  small 
im provem ents have been m ade w hich have caused a g reat deal of 
pleasure to  those m em bers w ho sponsored  them . T he  s tructu re  m ay be 
outlined  thus: the suprem e body o f the A ssociation  is the Annual 
M eeting, w hose term s o f reference are lim ited by the Rules. The 
C ouncil is in effect the governing body, though  it m ust g ive w ay to 
the wishes o f the A nnual M eeting, and  it appoin ts a nu m b er o f com ­
m ittees to  advise it. B ranches an d  Sections a re  g roups o f m em bers 
organ ised  territo ria lly  o r by in terest; they elect the ir ow n officers and 
plan  and  carry  ou t the ir ow n activities, bu t any  proposal from  a 
B ranch  o r Section w hich w ould  affect the ex ternal re la tions of the 
A ssociation m ust be put fo rw ard  as a recom m endation  to  the Council. 
C onferences o f the A ssociation  a re  held in con junction  w ith the 
A nnual M eeting.

T h e  tu rnover o f th e  m em bersh ip  of these various bodies is no t very 
ap p aren t from  year to  year, bu t it is interesting to  no te  tha t, of the 
20 m em bers o f the 1970 C ouncil, only 6 w ere a lso  m em bers in  1960 
(M rs  M cM illan  and  M essrs M cE ldow ney, M cK inley, Sage, W ilson, 
and  W ylie— obviously  these a re  due fo r the  next p u rg e ) . T he  average 
age o f the 13 lib rarians on the 1960 C ouncil was 45.1 years; th e  15 
lib ra rian s on the 1970 C ouncil average  46.3 years.

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES
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Tw o new  B ranches have  been established: H aw ke’s Bay in 1965, and 
W aikato in 1967. T he nam e o f the Sm all Public L ibraries Section  w as 
changed to  Public L ib raries Section in  1970.

CONFERENCES

In 1960 it w as decided to  try  b iennial, instead  of annua l co n fe r­
ences, an d  there w as no conference in 1961 o r 1963. T h ere  is alw ays a 
certain am o u n t o f feeling against an n u a l conferences, on  such grounds 
as the to ta l cost to  all parties, the annoyance of having to  a ttend  them , 
and the som etim es ra th e r thin program m es. T o  balance these fac to rs 
the advocates o f annual conferences p o in t to  the value of the con tac ts 
that a re  m ade  and  the need fo r g roups to  get together to  discuss w ork  
they a re  engaged on. I t is w orth  noting , too , th a t in 1961 and  1963, 
when A nnual M eetings w ere poorly  a ttended , som e im p o rtan t m atters 
were dealt w ith, such as the am endm en t o f the R egistra tion  rules. A 
matter o f policy can o ften  be safely  deferred  fo r conference discussion 
if the conference will be held w ith in , say, six m onths, w hen a delay  of 
eighteen m onths w ould  be in to lerab le . O ne reason th a t w as given in 
1960 fo r the adop tion  o f  biennial conferences w as th a t B ranches and  
Sections m ight undertake  special activities in the in tervening years. T he 
Professional Section organised  som e very good sem inars w hich it was 
unable to  con tinue , b u t the ir w ork had  a considerab le  effect on the 
planning o f  fu tu re  an n u a l conferences, w hich in general have had  
more to  offer to  th e  professional lib rarian  than  earlie r ones. B ranches 
were stim ulated  in to  activ ity . A num ber o f them  have organised 
regular w eekend schools, o r m ini-conferences, an d  th is also  seems to 
have becom e a regu la r fea tu re  of A ssociation  activ ity . T h e  re tu rn  to 
annual conferences was, how ever, approved  by a large m ajority , and 
was again endorsed  a t  th e  1970 conference.

COMMENT

It is very easy, w hen doing an  exercise o f this k ind, to  lose one’s 
sense of p ro p o rtio n . So m uch o f the w ork  of th e  A ssociation  consists 
of planning, persuasion , negotiation , an  occasional peak of trium ph  like 
the passing o f the N ationa l L ib rary  A ct, bu t m ost o f the tim e bushed 
in the valleys below , th a t it is necessary to  rem ind oneself tha t 
life still goes on. If the p lans fo r regional lib rary  developm ent have 
come to  no th ing , the  C o u n try  L ib ra ry  Service has con tinued  and  
improved its opera tions and  is daily  providing books fo r readers. 
Students keep entering  the A ssociation’s C ertificate C ourse, m any 
of them  em erging a t th e  o ther end w ith  a  C ertificate. T he L ibrary  
School aw arded  201 D ip lom as an d  2 C ertificates betw een 1961 and  
1969, 71 o f the D ip lom as being aw arded  in the last tw o years. T he 
Association’s F ic tion  C om m ittee  has tu rn ed  ou t its m on th ly  F iction  
List during the w hole o f the period  u n d er review , and  this has been 
the result o f constan t, devoted  w ork by a large n u m b er o f people 
which has helped to  m ain ta in  s tan d ard s o f public  lib ra ry  service 
throughout th e  coun try . But it is the changes, o r a ttem p ted  changes,
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tha t com m and  m ost a tten tion , an d  necessarily  so, because a failure 
to  m ake o r achieve changes can  nullify  the day  to  day work of so 
m any people.

O ne of the problem s tha t has faced  the A ssociation  during the last 
decade has been to  learn to cope w ith a fu ndam en ta l change, the 
na tu re  of w hich has no t been clearly  understood , in its relationships 
w ith th e  N ational L ib ra ry  Service, later the N ational Library. Great 
things w ere achieved in th e  days w hen the tw o w ere so linked that it 
was som etim es hard  to  tell them  a p a rt— such things as the start of 
tra in ing  courses and  the book resources system — but th a t time really 
ended  in 1949 when the first L ab o u r G overnm en t fell from  power; it 
w as an  unusual re la tionsh ip  w hich could  only w ork in unusual circum­
stances. B ut hab its o f though t die h ard , and  people  w ent on acting in 
the sam e old w ay, even those w ho did n o t like the set-up. T his accounts 
in p a rt fo r the feeling th a t the A ssociation  w'as no t achieving very 
m uch in the 1950s; it w as n o t realised th a t the  A ssociation would have 
to  stand  on its own feet and  organise itself to  ac t as a pressure group 
like any o th er p ressure g roup . T he A ssociation  did ac t in this way over 
the N a tio n a l L ib rary  A ct, a lthough  there w as na tu ra lly  some con­
fusion of roles and  the fac t th a t the A ssociation  an d  the National 
L ibrary  Service w ere in terested  in the sam e object obscured  the issue 
still fu rther.

T he  m ove o f the A ssociation 's office w as a step  in the right direction, 
but th e  real break cam e w ith the uncerem onious d ropping  of the old 
Book (o r L ib ra ry ) R esources C om m ittee  in 1966. T he  C om m ittee was 
a strong  surv ivor from  the 1940s because the objects it helped to create, 
such as the N ational U n ion  C atalogue, did no t fade  aw ay w ith time— 
quite the co n tra ry . A t its last m eeting the old com m ittee  gave genuine 
expression to  its feelings w hen it recorded the follow ing resolution:

That the Library Resources Committee records its appreciation of the 
work of its convener, Mr G. T. Alley, during the whole of its twenty-five 
years of existence and acknowledges the great value of Mr Alley’s 
personal contribution in uniting the representatives of various library 
interests in the pursuance of common objectives. Under Mr Alley's 
guidance, and largely because of it, the work of the Committee has been 
of major importance in the library development of the nation.

T his was a w ell-earned tribu te , and  one th a t in all honesty  the Associa­
tion had  to pay. N evertheless, M r A lley had  dum ped  the committee, 
and  it is in teresting  to  speculate w hy he should  do so. M ore  perceptive 
than  o thers, he p robab ly  felt the need fo r a change in relationship , but 
he w as all the sam e alm ost as m uch a p risoner o f the past as anyone 
else. H e  did no t realise th e  fu ll im plications of, fo r instance, the inde­
pendent stand  th e  A ssociation w as tak ing  over such m atte rs  as library 
education . W ith both sides influenced by past hab its o f thought, this 
inevitably caused dissension, w hereas negotia tions betw een independent 
bodies should have p roduced  a  com m on program m e, o r a t least com­
m on understand ings. W ith  a  new  generation  em erging in bo th  organi­
sations, it w ill p robab ly  be easier fo r  the tw o to  w ork together as
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separate and  independen t bodies in the fu tu re  and  fo r them  to  be 
frank w ith each o th er in a  w ay th a t fo r a tim e has no t been very easy.

T his change m eans th a t the A ssociation  m ust in fu tu re  w ork ou t its 
own policies and  try  to  persuade o thers to agree to  them , and  th a t the 
N ational L ib rary  m ust accep t th is as inevitable, and  in fac t as the best 
way in w hich the A ssociation  can w ork fo r th e  good o f all. I t  also 
means th a t th e  N ational L ib rary  can n o t expect its w ord to  be regarded 
as celestially  inspired, bu t m ust in tu rn  go th rough  th e  norm al p ro ­
cesses in try ing to persuade the  A ssociation to change its policies, if it 
thinks th is is necessary. A  com m on m eeting g round  is needed, and  this 
cannot be a com m ittee  selected by the T rustees to  advise them  on 
m atters w hich concern  the T rustees, va luab le  though such a com m ittee 
is. I t w'as th is kind o f though t w hich led the W orking P arty  on 
Education fo r  L ib rariansh ip  to  go a little  outside its b rief and  reco m ­
mend th e  estab lishm en t o f a L ib rary  A dvisory  C ouncil (25).

Relations with Municipal Association
A n other body  w ith w hich th e  A ssociation  needs to  exam ine its 

relations is the  M unicipal A ssociation. T h is is a body w hich irrita tes 
librarians w ho do  no t w ork in public  lib raries and  w ho regard  m em ­
bers o f local bod ies from  the po in t o f view o f ratepayers ra th e r  th an  as 
employees, fo r it persists in tak ing  a m as te r/se rv an t view o f th e  r e ­
lations w hich should  exist betw een the tw o organisations. H ow ever, 
the L ib ra ry  A ssociation  is very  m uch involved in public libraries and  
it has been a source o f g rea t w eakness th a t it has no t been ab le  to  
carry the M unicipal A ssociation  w ith it in  its p lans fo r  im provem ents. 
The sto ry  o f the cam paign fo r regional lib rary  service could  have been 
quite different if the tw o A ssociations had been ab le  to  act together. 
This does n o t m ean th a t the n z l a  should  ab an d o n  a  good  plan  if it 
meets w ith opposition  from  the M unicipal A ssociation , bu t th a t it 
should try  h a rd e r to  find a w ay in w hich the tw o A ssociations can 
work together.

F inally , we should  no te  the n u m b er of things th a t th e  A ssociation 
has been unab le  to  do. T h e  fac t th a t its reco rd  has been po o r in such 
m atters as th e  im provem ent o f school libraries is p robab ly  due, as 
much as any th ing  else, to  the fac t th a t the g reater p art o f the w ork o f 
the A ssociation  is done by w orking lib rarians in th e ir spare  tim e (even 
if the tim e is som etim es spared by their em p lo y ers) . Som e negotiations, 
such as those over lib rary  educa tion , cou ld  have gone m uch m ore 
sm oothly if the A ssociation  had  been ab le  to  use the fu ll-tim e services 
of a person w ith a senior lib ra ry  background , respected by those he 
had to  deal w ith  and  know n in th e  co rrid o rs  o f pow er. P rogress has 
been slow  on the p rom o tion  of industria l and  technical service; an 
inquiry into m usic lib rary  service p roduced  a  rep o rt bu t no  action  
and w'as then  dropped ; the  collection  o f annua l lib rary  statistics w as 
thought to  be a good  idea bu t cou ld  no t be proceeded  w ith; it to o k  the 
Council som e years to  get an  inqu iry  in to  the  lib ra ry  prob lem s of 
technical institu tes and  po lytechnics off th e  g round ; a m uch-needed 
inquiry in to  fu tu re  staffing needs cou ld  no t even be started . A  glance
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a t th e  financial tab les given earlie r will show  th a t, although the 
A ssociation, on its p resen t basis, is in good  cond ition , it cannot 
afford  to  be very ven turesom e w ithou t add itional sources of income.

M eanw hile, the A ssociation  is g reatly  indeb ted  to  M iss D . G . Bibby, 
its indestructib le  R egistrar, w ho has kep t th e  office o f th e  Association 
going and  w orked w ith the C ouncil an d  the  num erous comm ittees so 
efficiently th a t it  is now  ab le  to  con tem p la te  going a stage further.
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PATRONS, 1961-1970

1960-1963 His Excellency the Governor-General, the Right Hon. the 
Viscount Cobham, G.C.M .G., T.D.

1963-1968 His Excellency the Governor-General, Brigadier Sir Bernard 
Edward Fergusson, G .C.M .G., G.C.V.O., D.S.O., O.B.E. 

1968- Professor J. C. Beaglehole, O.M., C.M.G., Hon. D.Litt. (Oxon.)

PRESIDENTS, 1961-1970

1961 Miss M. S. Fleming, Library School, N ational Library Service.
1962 Miss M. J. Clark, Wellington City Council.
1963 Miss M. J. Clark, Wellington City Council.
1964 Mr A. G. Bagnall, Librarian, N ational Library Centre.
1965 Mr W. J. McEldowney, Librarian, University of Otago.
1966 Mrs A. N. Gale, New Plymouth City Council.
1967 Mr D. M. Wylie, City Librarian, Lower Hutt.
1968 Mr M. C. Sexton, Palmerston N orth City Council.
1969 Mr M. C. Sexton, Palmerston North City Council.
1970 Mr J. O. Wilson, Chief Librarian, General Assembly Library.

CONFERENCES 1961-1970

1961 (Annual Meeting (34th) only]
30th, New Plymouth 20-23 February 
1963 [Annual Meeting (36th) onlyj
31st, Hastings 
32nd, Christchurch 
33rd, Auckland 
34th, Wellington 
35th, Dunedin 
36th, Gisborne 
37th, Nelson

18-21 February 
16-19 February 
14-18 February 

February 
February 
February 
February

14-16
13-15
18-21
10-13

1962

1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970

N.Z.L.A. PUBLICATIONS 

1961 TO M ID -1970 

Rules
1961

Bylaws for committees, adopted by Council, February 22, 1961. 2p. 
Also issued as Council document 1961/19.

Esther Glen Award. Rules adopted by Council, February 22, 1961. 2p. 
Also issued as Council document 1961/18.

1962

Bylaws for branches, adopted by Council on 20th February, 1962, to 
replace all other rules o f branches, other than those set out in the main 
rules o f the Association. 3p. Also issued as Council document 1962/26. 

Bylaws for sections, adopted by Council on 20th February, 1962, to 
replace all other rules o f sections, other than those set out in the main 
rules o f the Association. 4p. Also issued as Council document 1962/25.
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1 9 6 3
John Harris Award. Revised conditions adopted by Council, February 19, 

1963. Ip. Earlier rules in Council document 1962/29.
Rules for the granting o f Associates/tips and Fellowships o f the New 

Zealand Library Association, adopted at the Annual Meeting held on 
February 20. 1963. 7p.

1 96 8
Rules, standing orders and bylaws, together with New Zealand Library 

Association Act. 1939. 44p. mimeographed. Council document 1968/27. 
Includes the following, amended to February 1968: Main rules;
Standing orders; Rules and bylaws for Associaleships and Fellowships, 
Branches, Committees, Sections, Mary Fleming Prize, Esther Glen 
Award, John Harris Award; New Zealand Library Association Act, 
1939; Finances of Branches and Sections; Holiday borrowing facilities 
from public libraries; Restricted institutional membership.

19 7 0
Handbook, with loose-leaf supplements. Variable pagination. The first 

issue contained the following, amended to February 1970: Section 1, 
New Zealand Library Association Act, 1939; Section 2, Rules of the 
New Zealand Library Association; Section 3, Bylaws: Committees. 
Branches, Sections, Associateships and Fellowships, Mary Fleming 
Prize, Esther Glen Award. John Harris Award, Holiday borrowing 
facilities; Section 4, Standing orders; Section 5, Subscription rates; 
Section 6, Publications of the Association.

Serial Publications

Annual report. The annual report continued to be issued to members as 
a mimeographed document until 1964. The report for 1965 and subse­
quent issues have been issued as photoprinted documents in a similar 
form at to New Zealand libraries.

Children's and Young People’s Section. Select bibliographies (folders) pre­
pared for Children’s Book Week:

1961 Picture books for younger children.
1962 M yths, legends and fairy tales.
1963 Poetry books for children.
1964 Reference books for the home.
1965 Fantasy.

Picture books for younger children. Rev. ed.
1966 A rt books for children.
1967 Historical fiction.
1968 Hobbies.
1969 Children’s books to own. Rev. ed. (1st ed. published 1960.) 

Fiction list. Monthly supplement to Guide to authors of fiction, sixth
report, 1965 (sub-title varies), no. 33 (Jan, 1961)— continuing.

New Zealand libraries. v24 no. I (Jan.-Feb. 1961 )—continuing.
Sub-title (Bulletin of the N.Z. Library Association, Inc.) dropped from 

v30 no. 2, Apr. 1967.
v24-29, 11 issues p.a. (but v29 no. 7-8, Aug.-Sept. 1966. published as 

one issue); v30-6 issues p.a. Pagination of v27: 1-156, 189-320.
Editors: v24 no. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1961)— v28 no. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1965) J. E. 

Traue; v2.8 no. 2 (M ar. 1965)-—v28 no. 11 (Dec. 1965) R. N. Erwin; 
v29 no. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1966)— v.31 no. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 1967) J. E . Traue: v3l 
no. 2 (Apr. 1967)— v31 no. 1 (Feb. 1968) M. H. Heine; v31 no. 2 (Apr. 
1968)— v33 no. 1 (Feb. 1970) R. N. Erwin: v33 no. 2 (Apr. 1970) to 
date J. W. Blackwood.
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Newsletter, no. 56 (Jan. 1961)— continuing, monthly, mimeographed until 
no. 123 (Apr. 1967); photoprint from no. 124 (M ay 1967).

* Supplement, mimeographed. Distributed with the Newsletter since no.
124 (M ay 1967); consists of advertisements of vacant positions.

Otago Branch. Proceedings of a weekend library school . . . (title varies).
1962 Dunedin.
1963 Dunedin.
1964 Invercargill.
1965 Alexandra.
1967 Dunedin (with selected papers from the 1966 school).

Standard salary scale. 2nd ed. Council document 1961/30. mimeographed; 
3rd ed., with amendments to 17 August 1961. Council document 1961/30. 
Title then changed to 

Standard salary scale and standards o f qualification. 4th ed. Approved by the 
Council on 22 August, 1963. mimeographed.

Reprinted with corrections to July 1966 (Council document 1966/37), 
August 1967 (Council document 1967/42), August 1968 (Council 
document 1968/47), September 1969 (Council document 1969/66). 
Amended scales are printed from time to time in the Newsletter. 

Summary of public library statistics. 1968 (as at 31 March 1967)—con­
tinuing. annual. Compiled by the Local Authorities Section.

Syllabus and regulations ol the training course and professional examina­
tions conducted by the New Zealand Library Association. 1961. mimeo­
graphed. Issued annually since 1941. Later issues are in the Council 
documents series: 1962/19, 1962/70, 1963/22. A fter this issue, title 
changed to

New Zealand Library Association Certificate Course. Revised syllabus and 
regulations. Council documents 1964/55, 1965/34, 1966/16. Title then 

again changed to
New Zealand Library Association Certificate Course. Syllabus and regula­

tions. Council documents 1967/49, 1968/60, 1969/33, 1970/20.

Books and Pamphlets
1961

Building fund: an appeal to members. 3p. illus. Issued as a supplement to 
New Zealand libraries v24 no. 3 Apr. 1961.

Introduction to cataloguing and classification: being notes for Pa<t I, 
paper B o f a course o f training in librarianship. Compiled by Enid A. 
Evans. 108 p.

1962
John Harris Award: conditions adopted by Council, August 17, 1961.

Ip. mimeographed. Council document 1962/29.
The need for school libraries. 7p. illus.
The New Zealand Library Association and its part in New Zealand 

library development, by W. J. McEldowney. 106p.
Who’s who in New Zealand libraries 1962. Edited by A. L. Olsson. 

[4th ed.] 53p. Earlier editions 1951, 1955, 1959: later edition 1967.

1963
Union list o f theses in the Universities o f New Zealand. Supplement 

1955-1962, with some additions and corrections to the 1910-1954 list. 
Compiled by D. G. Jamieson. 86p. Main list published 1956; second 
supplement 1969.

Working with books: a career in library work. 8p.
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1965
Certificate course: notes for preliminary examination. 1st draft ed. 2v. 

mimeographed. Published May 1965; reprinted with minor corrections 
Aug. 1965. See 1967 and 1969 for later editions.

Guide to authors o f fiction: sixth report 85p. Compiled by the Fiction 
Committee. Earlier reports 1942, 1947, 1949, 1954, 1960; supplement
1969.

A National Library for New Zealand. 8p.
Palmerston North and Hawke’s Bay Branches. Regional conference, 18th 

and 19th September 1965. Proceedings. 4p. mimeographed.
The public library is for everyone in the com munity. 8p. illus.

1966
Standards for public library service in New Zealand. 49p. Prepared by the 

Public Library Service Committee.

1967
A bibliography o f New Zealand bibliographies. Preliminary ed. 58p. 

mimeographed.
Certificate course: notes for the preliminary examination. [2nd ed.] 2v 

See 1965 and 1969 for other eds.
Palmerston North and Hawke’s Bay Branches. Regional conference, 26 

and 27 August 1967. Proceedings. 7p. mimeographed.
Standards for Teachers’ College libraries. 44p.
Suggested standing order for fiction. 8p. mimeographed.
Who's who in New Zealand libraries 1967. Edited by A. L. Olsson. 

[5th ed.] 77p. Earlier editions 1951, 1955, 1959, 1962.
Working with books: a career in library work. lOp.

1968
Auckland Branch. Guide to technical library resources in the Auckland 

province. 26p.
Interloan. The New Zealand Library Association's interloan rules and 

general guide to interloan practice. 16p. Prepared jointly by the 
N.Z.L.A. and the National Library of N.Z.

Otago Branch. 1968 conference, N .Z .L .A ., Dunedin. 16p.
Special libraries and collections: a New Zealand directory. 2nd ed. 52p. 

Compiled for the University and Research Section by H. M. Gilmore. 
1st ed. published in 1959.

1969
Certificate course: notes for the preliminary examination. [3rd ed.] 2v. 

See 1965 and 1967 for earlier editions.
Guide to authors o f fiction: supplement to sixth report. lOp. Compiled by 

the Fiction Committee. See 1965 for Sixth report.
A message to schools. 6p. illus. folder.
Union list o f higher degree theses o f the University o f New Zealand. 

Supplement 1963-1967. Compiled by Catherine G. Swift. 138p. Main 
list published 1956; first supplement 1963.

Working with books 1969: a career in library work. lOp.

1970
Manual for small special libraries. 109p.
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