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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

18 December 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL GERHARDT:

Subject: Agreement between Ninth Service Command 
and WRA concerning Tule Lake

1. The agreement entered into between Ninth Service 
Command and War Relocation Authority makes sense. There are 
one or two details which might be improved upon but generally 
speaking there should be no trouble in running the center 
under the system proposed. I add the following comments:

a. I had understood that the Commanding Officer 
could cause troops to enter in such instances as he might 
consider appropriate without assuming absolute command.
(II. Mission and Use of Troops - Par. 3, "The CO, upon such 
occasions as he causes troops of his command to enter a Center, 
Tract or Area, will cause them to do so in force, and will 
assume absolute command thereof."). I think a more flexible 
arrangement would work bettor but if WRA builds up an adequate 
internal security force there will be no occasion for military 
forces to enter in major disturbances.

b. It is my recollection that formerly the 
Project Director had the absolute right to have military support 
inside the center in the event of disturbances. II. Mission and 
Use of Troops - Par. 3 leaves it to the discretion of the CO as 
to whether he will cause his troops to enter the center in the 
event of disturbances.

c. V. Entry and Exit - page 6 - is confusing. 
It provides that under this paragraph it is theoretically 
possible for the military to issue a permit to an individual 
to enter the center and for WRA to refuse to permit the holder 
of the permit to leave. I think it might work much better if 
the paragraph simply provided that no person would enter the 
center without concurrence of the Project Director and the 
Commanding Officer.
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2. There is one rather bothersome circumstance developing. 
In the old days affairs in connection with the Japanese was 
handled by the Commanding General, Western Defense Command, with 
this office through his Civil Affairs Division. Responsibility 
for the Japanese business has largely been transferred by Western 
Defense Command to Ninth Service Command. The Ninth Service 
Command is responsible to the Commanding General, Army Service 
forces, in particular, the Deputy Chief of Staff for Service 
Commands, an agency which until recently has had little to do 
with the Japanese business. It has been suggested that this 
Japanese business is so much in the public eye that the Assistant 
Secretary of War should continue to keep in close touch with 
developments. This need not mean any more than tagging base, 
but that hasn't been done with these papers. Dillon Myer has 
always dealt almost exclusively with this office and if that is 
to continue it is essential that there be unity of direction.

I recommend that General Styer be instructed that the 
man that is dealing with the Japanese should be in coordination 
with this office.

reproduced at the national archives
Box 54 Folder 22 Item 10Page 2

HALL


