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STRAIT OF GIBRALTAR--:-Our tour grou: pis :·. fust~aiit led to ~·~~nfu>;~tio~ ~ -;hi°ch Franco ! 
now nearly half a world away from Manila cm a FEATURE • closed the.Spanish border in 1969. The blockade i 
ferry crossing the Strait of Gibraltar. We , :m- impoverished the workers and it became Spain's . 
barked at Algeciras at the southernmost part of responsibility, to create jobs for them. Some of : 
Spain, and in less than three hours we will lan! J. on B ·z · d A 'A • the factories ~eated for this are still around. ' 
the North African continent, in Tangiers, l~lo- e zn a • qumo · • It was only in 1982.that the border was • 
rocco to be exact. • • reopened. And even then only Spanish nationals 

For most of us, Gibraltar is just another b 'ody of Tarik. This Arabic name has been Hispanized and residents·of Gibraltar were allowed through. 
of water between the Atlantic and Mediterrarn:an and Anglicized over time to its present form of It took Spain's entry into the EC to lift all 
Oceans separating the continents of Europe _and Gibraltar. restrictions and reopen all traffic by 1985. 
Africa. Its most distinctive feature is the R :,xk Spain and England have battled bitterly and So, this colorful territory has seen it all, 
proudly rising 450 meters on a promontory• that violently over Gibraltar for centuries. It became a • • including bad feelings, which are always slow 
is connected to Europe by a long isthmus. 11'be highly valued Spanish dominion under Ferdinand . to heal. Many hope that the Anglo-Spanish 
:whole Oibraltar area is only 2 square miles \Uith : and lsabela. Meanwhile, England's Cromwell Alliance in the EC will heal the wounds and lead a population of 30,000, including 6,000 Br iitish wanted to capture the Rock. and later the French to improved relations between the two countries. 
expatriates and workers from Morocco anc I the • pressed their own claims. In the end, Gibraltar was Meanwhile, you wonder if Gibraltar's status 
European Community. • . • .. • •. 1 • • captured by.an Angle>-Dutch fleetin·l 704, and in .. as a British colony isn't an anachronism in this 
·: On a.clear day, the Rock is a'majestic; striking • 1830 it was declared a British colony. day and age. There does not seem to be any strong 

. presence enhanced by a characteristic "Levru Jter" . • . f Smarting from its loss, Sp.tjn.tried to recapture..~ sentiment.for separation from the English Crown. 
cloud on its summit and the rays of a setting :sun. • the Rockinl 727 and again in'l 779-.-Tbe Spanish ., . and Gibraltar:s . future , relies: inuch lon .its l 

But it isn't the picturesque geography and the bombardm~nt lasted almost. two y~ars. reducing .: • becoming a financial center within the EC, pretty . 
balmy climate that make Gibraltar such H big the fortress to ruins. The British returned fire and __ , much _like Luxembourg. '.\ • • • :~' ;}::'"'; •~ i : - • 
deal. It's history and politics, which, of course, . it wasn't until four years. later that the siege One element of surprise: the world famous 
are related to its strategic geography. Crossing ended. Sir George Eliott's valiant defense of the Rock apes, which have been around for three 
the strait translates into thousands of yeai.rs of Rock earned him the title Baron Heath.field of , centuries, as long as the Gibraltarians themselves. 
historical significance up to the present day. Gibraltar. An English system of education was Apparently they were imported from Morocco 

The first sailors from the East 4,000 yeai :s ago established in 1831, but the distinctive character as pets of the guards in this dull outpost during 
apparently did not dare risk the strong current:; of Gibraltar society today is essentially the days of the British empire. This is not exactly 
of the strait, but their successors, the Phoeni cians, Mediterranean. • the Planet of the Apes, but the warning is loud 
found the Rock an entrance to the Atlanti,::. History passes, but its scars not only .remain and clear: "Apes react violently to sudden 

.Then ·the Greeks gave it the name Cal pc, but continue to irritate. It is said that Spain took movements and sound and carry away articles 
meaning urn, and rightly so, for it does loc 1k like the loss of Gibraltar very hard and General Franco .. such as handbags and cameras." 
a gigantic urn lying on its side. . , , 1 initiated a campaign to regain possession of it. So, should you come here one day, don't be 
. Its current name of Gibraltar was given by Though Spain received UN backing forits claim, naughty with them. They might even reach_ into • 
the Arabs, who invaded Spain in the 8th ct:ntury. • • the Gibraltar population voted against becoming your pockets as well. 
Their leader Tarik appropriated the Rock, ;nbich part of Spain in a 1967 referendum.-. - .,. • • :. . . . -----.--- . 
became known as Gibcl Tarik, or the Mo ·1.1 ntain This should have ended the contentious issoe. Randy David is out of the country.-Ed. 
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