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SPREP’s Climate Change Division (CCD) is made up of three programmes: 
 
1. Adaptation;  
2. Mitigation;   
3. Policy and Science.  
 
The work of the CCD is directed by the SPREP Strategic Plan 2011-2015 based on the climate change priorities of SPREP Members and 
consistent with the Pacific Islands Framework for Action on Climate Change 2006-2015 (PIFACC) and other relevant and approved policy 
drivers such as the Pacific Plan and the Framework for Action on Disaster Risk Management.   
 
 
SPREP's three (broad) climate change strategic priorities for 2011-2015 are:  
 
1. Implementing adaptation measures;  
2. Improving members’ capacity, knowledge and understanding of climate change, and risk reduction;  
3. Contributing to global greenhouse gas reduction. 
 
Please visit our website at:  www.sprep.org/Climate-Change/climate-change-about-us  

 

Dr Netatua Pelesikoti 

Climate Change Division Director 

SPREP 
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Dear Readers, 
 

 

From the Pacific, we join thousands of 

others as they gather in Lima, Peru in the 

hope of a historical agreement to be 

concluded in Paris at the next UNFCCC 

conference of the Parties.  

 

The conference of the parties will run for 

two weeks and the Pacific has sent a 

strong presence and voice by way of senior 

and skilled negotiators from Pacific Island 

Countries who will be joined by high level 

representatives next week at the  largest 

and by far the most important climate 

change negotiations – the UNFCCC 

Conference of the Parties. 

 

My team and I continue to support our 

Pacific delegations in providing technical 

and policy advice as we seek the best 

possible deal for our people and our 

region. As part of preparations towards this 

event SPREP coordinated a one day Pacific 

preparatory meeting in Lima in partnership 

with the High Level Support Mechanism on 

Climate Change (HLSM) funded under the 

International Climate Initiative of the 

German Federal Ministry for the 

Environment. It follows on from a HLSM 

preparatory meeting for Pacific ministers 

and senior officials hosted in the Marshall 

Islands in October this year.  

 

 

Director’s Note 

The 20th Conference of the Parties to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 20) will 

lay the foundation for the new climate 

treaty that is to be agreed upon in Paris 

by the end of next year. In Lima, negotia-

tions will also be geared towards raising 

the immediate ambition to act on climate 

change in advance of the agreement 

coming into effect in 2020. 

 

Colleagues,  as this is the last for 2014.  I 

would therefore like to take this opportu-

nity to express my appreciation and say 

thank you for the contributions you have 

made to the CCM and for your ongoing 

interest and support of our work in climate 

change.  I would like also to thank our 

regular contributors and also the CCM 

team for ensuring that you, our stake-

holders, continue to receive news and 

information on our work in the region.  

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a happy start 

to the new year.  We will talk again early 

2015. 

 

 

Ofa atu,  

 

Neta 

About Us 

  We kindly acknowledge the following donors and partners: 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/climate-change-about-us
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"It is still feasible to bring global warming to be-

low 1.5 degrees by 2100"   

Professor Bill Hare of the Climate Analytics Group,  

Potsdam Institute 

 

Renewable energy through solar panels,  

helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

brings smiles in Vanuatu 28 November 2014, 

Lima, Peru - Amidst the recent release of  

scientific reports on climate change, the key 

message has been for urgent action to limit 

global warming, before time runs out.  

 

For the full article: Click here 

The 1.5 degrees global warming call from the Pacific, still possible 

Pacific voices at climate talks  

vital for island survival 

The Pacific islands are adding their collective 

voice to that of the estimated 15,000 dele-

gates expected to attend the 2014 climate 

talks in Lima Peru from 1 to 12 December  

 

 

For the full article: Click here 

 
 

 

Photo: Ambassador Colin Beck, the Solomon Islands  

Permanent Representative to the United Nations  

Photo: Renewable energy through solar panels, helping to reduce  

greenhouse gas emissions brings smiles in Vanuatu  

Thousands gather in Peru to set a climate change timetable (Radio Australia) 

“A new round of United Nations climate talks has 

opened in Lima, Peru, aimed at paving the way to 

a historic deal in Paris next year to roll back  

greenhouse-gas emissions. 

  

Espen Ronneberg, climate change adviser with 

the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional  

Environment Programme (SPREP) believes  

something significant can be achieved in Peru”. 

 

To listen to the interview: Click here 

http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/program/pacific-beat/thousands-gather-in-peru-to-set-a-climate-change-timetable/1394905
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/the-15-degrees-global-warming-call-from-the-pacific-still-possible
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-voices-at-climate-talks-vital-for-island-survival
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/radio/program/pacific-beat/thousands-gather-in-peru-to-set-a-climate-change-timetable/1394905


The climate change negotiations have a language of 

their own and this year a key word on the block is 

"INDC's", that stands for Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions. 

 

It's this language on paper that aims to fix the climate 

change crises, the effects of which Pacific island com-

munities are feeling, and feeling hard.  Although our re-

gion contributes to less than 0.03% of the world's total 

greenhouse gas emissions, it is amongst the most  

vulnerable to the impacts of climate change the full 

spectre of issues that climate change and global  

warming brings.  

 

For the full article: Click here 
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Fiji is hopeful that the UN Climate Convention will 

produce promising results, decisions that can be 

easily implemented allowing countries to work 

together to resolve climate change. 

 

"From our perspective we believe that the COP 20 

here in Lima signals not just a fresh approach to 

addressing the negative effects in climate 

change," said Mr. Luke Daunivalu, Deputy Secre-

tary, Policy, Foreign Affairs, Government of Fiji 

 

"It is being set in the context of heightened ur-

gency that has been brought on by the fifth as-

sessment report of the Intergovernmental panel 

on climate change."  

 

For the full article: Click here                                                                                                                                                                            
Photo: L - R Mr. Mahendra Kumar, Mr. Luke Daunivalu 

of Fiji at the opening of COP 20  

As Lima Climate Change Convention opens, Fiji remains hopeful 

The Pacific leading by example - Actions on the table to stop climate change 

                                                                                                                                                                           
Photo: The Pacific islands have ambitious  

national renewable energy targets  

Climate Change Education Resource Launched in Samoa 

The Samoa picture-based education resource Learning about 

climate change the Pacific way was officially launched on 

Tuesday 25 November at the Ministry of Education, Sports and 

Culture (MESC) conference room in Malifa, Apia. A three day 

training of trainers’ programme on using the resource in the 

classroom followed the launch.   

 

 

For the full article: Click here                                                                                                                                                                           
Photo: The colourful images in the toolkit make learning 

about climate change fun and interactive  

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/the-pacific-leading-by-example-actions-on-the-table-to-stop-climate-change
http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/as-lima-climate-change-convention-opens-fiji-remains-hopeful
http://www.sprep.org/news/climate-change-education-resource-launched-in-samoa
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Home gardening training empowers Tuvaluan women  

Women in Tuvalu, many living on the 

outer-islands, are learning how to de-

velop home gardens using climate-ready 

crops or crops that are able to survive in 

challenging weather conditions, such as  

drought or intense rainfall. 

 

In October 2014, thirty-nine women took 

part in a three-day home gardening 

workshop organised by the Tuvalu Na-

tional Council of Woman (TNCW) in col-

laboration with the Tuvalu Department of 

Agriculture and the European Union-

funded SPC project – Global Climate 

Change Alliance: Pacific Small Island 

States (GCCA: PSIS). 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                           
Photo: Mr. Leon Charles presents to the Pacific at the  

preparatory meeting in Lima, Peru  

Strengthening their call to limit global 

warming  to 1.5 degrees, the Pacific islands 

came together to strategise their united 

approach before the start of the climate 

change summit in Lima, Peru. 
 

 

For the full article: Click here 

Pacific islands gather ahead of the global climate talks in Peru 

In his official opening address the Prime Minister, his Excellency the Honourable Mr Enele Sopoaga, expressed his gratitude 

for this rare opportunity for women from the outer islands to access new information on food security and climate change. 

The workshop opening was attended by His Excellency the Chinese Ambassador, His Excellency the Taiwanese Ambassa-

dor, cabinet ministers, government officials and representatives of non-governmental organisations. 

 

During the workshop,  the women learnt how to design their own home gardens and were provided with the necessary  

tools. 

 

‘This workshop was an eye-opener for the women, as they had never properly learned how to plant 

seedlings, create compost and graft plants. During the hands-on demonstration the women could 

not stop taking notes – they were so excited to learn,’  

 
Ms Pula Taofa, President of TNCW 

 

The women’s group on each of Tuvalu’s nine islands will have the chance to show off what they have learned in a nation-

wide home gardening competition to take place in March 2015.  The competition will rank the home gardens created in 

each island community, based on crop assessment criteria, with the results to be publicised on national radio and prizes to 

be won. 

 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/pacific-islands-gather-ahead-of-the-global-climate-talks-in-peru
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Gender conference empowers women in the provision and use 

of weather and climate services  

The 2014 'Small Islands, Weather The 2014 'Small Islands, Weather 

Together'Together'  campaign has been campaign has been 

nominated for a Green Cross 'Green nominated for a Green Cross 'Green 

Star Award' for its efforts to Star Award' for its efforts to 

strengthen weather and climate strengthen weather and climate 

services for all small island nations.services for all small island nations.  

  

The 'Small Islands, Weather To-The 'Small Islands, Weather To-

gether' campaign was developed gether' campaign was developed 

by the World Meteorological Or-by the World Meteorological Or-

ganisation (WMO) and a range of ganisation (WMO) and a range of 

partners including the Secretariat of partners including the Secretariat of 

the Pacific Regional Environment the Pacific Regional Environment 

Programme (SPREP), Digicel Pacific Programme (SPREP), Digicel Pacific 

and the governments of Norway and the governments of Norway 

and Finland .and Finland .  
 

For the full article: Click here 
 

   www.weathertogether.org  

Small Islands Weather Together Campaign nominated for Green Star Award 

For more information please contact:    

 

Christina Leala-Gale  

FINPAC Project Manager  

christinal@sprep.org  

Aiming to develop more gender-sensitive services, a United Nations-led conference held from 5-7 November in 

Geneva is spearheading a drive to ensure that weather and climate services reduce women's vulnerability to dis-

asters and climate change, and help them realise their potential as champions of community resilience. 

 

Hosted by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the Conference on Gender Dimensions of Weather and 

Climate Services, hopes to produce concrete actions to empower women to produce and use weather and cli-

mate services. Women, especially in developing countries, are often more exposed to the risks of extreme weather 

because they can be less mobile than men, lack access to traditional means of communication, and are more 

vulnerable to associated risks such as under-nutrition and water-borne diseases, according to the WMO. 

H.E. Ms Fiame Naomi Mata’afa, Minister of Justice 

and Courts Administration in Samoa delivered an 

opening statement during the open of the Con-

ference and during the high level session on 

Women and Career in Weather, Water and Cli-

mate.   

 

The gathering was co-sponsored by a wide range 

of partners including the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO), the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), and the World Health Organi-

zation (WHO), among others.  

 

For the conference website Click here 

 

                                                                                                            Photo: © World Meteorological Organization 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/small-islands-weather-together-campaign-nominated-for-green-star-award
mailto:mailto:christinal@sprep.org
http://www.wmo.int/genderconference/
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Events in December  2014 

An earthquake leading to a 

tsunami in Samoa was the 

mock 'disaster' at the core of a 

simulation exercise designed to 

test the roles of national media. 

 

Held on a wet and windy  

Monday, the simulation  

exercise was facilitated by the 

Samoa Disaster Management 

Office. 

 

 

 

For the full article: Click here 

 

Simulation exercise, testing the preparedness of 

Samoa media for times of disasters 

 

Photo: National Climate Change Dialogue in the Marshall Islands 

 

Activity 

  

 

Date 

 

Where 

  

UNFCCC COP 20 (inclusive of AOSIS and 

G77 preparatory meetings 

  

24 Nov – 14 Dec 

  

  

  

Lima, Peru 

  

 UNFCCC COP 20 (inclusive of AOSIS and 

G77 preparatory meetings 

  

28 Nov – 09 Dec 

  

  

  

Lima, Peru 

  

PEAG 5th Meeting and Petroleum Workshop 

  

01 – 03 Dec 

  

Suva, Fiji 

  

WMO International Conference on Climate 

Services 

  

04 – 09 Dec 

  

Montevideo, Uruguay 

  

5th Joint Mission to Abaiang, Kribiati (USAID 

Adaptation) 

  

10 – 12 Dec 

  

Kiribati 

http://www.sprep.org/climate-change/simulation-exercise-testing-the-preparedness-of-samoa-media-for-times-of-disasters

