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STATUS TALKS GET UNDERWAY 
  

The fourth round of negotiations on the Future Political Status of the Trust 

Territory got under way as scheduled in Palau last week. The talks began on 

Easter Sunday, with a largely ceremonial opening at the Continental Hotel in 

Koror. The actual negotiating sessions began Monday morning, Bort 3,..w2th 

opening statement delivered by the heads of the two delegations...Senator 

Lazarus Salii for the Congress of Micronesia's Joint Committee on Future 

Status, and Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams for the United States. 

Senator Salii expressed the hope of the Micronesian delegation that agree- 

ment could be reached during the current talks on three broad topics: These 

are the issue of how any future compact of association would be terminable... 

A draft compact between the two sides...and what the Senator called "a more 

detailed sense of the economic aspects of our future relationship." 

Ambassador Williams, in his opening statement, expressed the view that many 

varied details of the proposed relationship between the United States and 

Micronesia were yet to be resolved. He said the U.S. delegation thought 

it would be too much to expect that a full draft compact of association 

could result from the Palau meetings, adding that the complex issue of 

finance is just one example of the many areas which need careful and more 

detailed discussion. 

The Ambassador said further that finance is one of five major topics the 

U.S. delegation hopes to explore in the coming days. The other topics 

are defense, foreign affairs, transition to any new status for Micronesia, 

and the question of termination of any compact between Micronesia and the 

Oss « 

That first formal, joint negotiating session consisted only of those two 

opening statements. The delegations then met separately to prepare their 

agendas for the next meeting, which took place on Tuesday. At that meeting, 

the United States presented its positions on the issues of foreign affairs 

and defense. The statement issued at the conclusion of that meeting said 

the U.S. presentation had included a re-statement of the American position 

that the United States "by mutual consent and with the approval of the 

people of Micronesia, would be given responsibilities for foreign affairs 

and defense.” 

The U.S. had asked for a Micronesian response to this position, and the 

Micronesian delegation asked for time to study the position. There was  



no formal negotiating session on Wednesday, as the private meetings of the 
delegations continued. The next session was held on Thursday afternoon, and 
at that meeting the Micronesians delivered their response to the U.S. posi- 
tions on foreign affairs and defense. 

However, there was no joint statement issued to the news media at the close 
of that meeting. Thus it was not known just what the Micronesian response 
had been. As of noon Friday, April 7, when this report was being prepared, 
there was no time set for the next joint negotiating session, nor was there 
any public indication as to why there had not been a joint statement issued 
on Thursday. 

It should be kept in mind as you read this review that what is being re- 
_ ported here in only what had taken place up to twelve noon on Friday. Any- 
thing which takes place in the status talks over the weekend will be in- 
cluded in ‘next week's week in review. The Broadcast Division and Microne- 
sian News Service will also be providing more up to date, day by day 
coverage than it is possible to provide in this weekly review. 

HICOM SIGNS EIGHT BILLS 
  

Although the status talks in Palau dominated the news last week, there were 
a number of other stories of interest in the Trust Territory. During the 
week High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston signed eight more bills passed by 
the recent session of the Congress of Micronesia. Six of these were 
naturalization measures, which serve to make certain individual residents 
of Micronesia eligible to become naturalized citizens of the Trust Territory. 
Such bills, when they become law, are called private, rather than public, 
laws. 

The two new public laws approved by the High Commissioner were a law that 
amends portions of the Trust Territory Code regarding judgements affecting 
land, and a law making it illegal to fish in Micronesia with any explosives, 
chemicals, poisons or other substances which are harmful to the life of 
the ocean. No one is allowed to sell any fish or other marine life caught 
by such means, and the new law provides penalties for violations. The law 
does not prohibit fishing with certain local roots, nuts or plants which 
stun fish, but do not kill them or harm other marine life. 

During the week of April 10 to 14, some fifty separate pieces of legislation 
are scheduled to be acted upon by the High Commissioner. Next weék's-week in review 
will summarize these actions, and explain some of the more significant 
new laws. 

AMBASSADOR BENNETT AND NAURU REPRESENTATIVE TOUR 
  

A distinguished visitor was touring the Trust Territory last week. He is 
Ambassador W. Tapley Bennett, the United States representative to the United 
Nations Trusteeship Council. Ambassador Bennett. spent part of last week on 
Saipan, where he met. with Marianas District and Headquarters officials, and 
was guest of honor at a reception given by High Commissioner and Mrs. 
Johnston. The Ambassador then flew to Yap, and was also scheduled to visit  


