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STATUS TALKS GET UNDERWAY

The fourth round of negotiations on the Future Political Status of the Trust
Territory got under way as scheduled in Palau last week. The talks began on
Easter Sunday, with a largely ceremonial opening at the Continental Hotel in
Koror. The actual negotiating sessions began Monday morning, April 3, with
opening statement delivered by the heads of the two delegations...Senator
Lazarus Salii for the Congress of Micronesia's Joint Committee on Future
Status, and Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams for the United States.

Senator Salii expressed the hope of the Micronesian delegation that agree-
ment could be reached during the current talks on three broad topics: These
are the issue of how any future compact of association would be terminable...
A draft compact between the two sides...and what the Senator called "a more
detailed sense of the economic aspects of our future relationship.”

Ambassador Williams, in his opening statement, expressed the view that many
varied details of the proposed relationship between the United States and
Micronesia were yet to be resolved. He said the U.S. delegation thought
it would be too much to expect that a full draft compact of association
could result from the Palau meetings, adding that the complex issue of
finance is just one example of the many areas which need careful and more
detailed discussion.

The Ambassador said further that finance is one of five major topics the
U.S. delegation hopes to explore in the coming days. The other topics
are defense, foreign affairs, transition to any new status for Micronesia,
and the question of termination of any compact between Micronesia and the
UeS .

That first formal, joint negotiating session consisted only of those two
opening statements. The delegations then met separately to prepare their
agendas for the next meeting, which took place on Tuesday. At that meeting,
the United States presented its positions on the issues of foreign affairs
and defense. The statement issued at the conclusion of that meeting said
the U.S. presentation had included a re-statement of the American position
that the United States "by mutual consent and with the approval of the
people of Micronesia, would be given responsibilities for foreign affairs
and defense.”

The U.S. had asked for a Micronesian response to this position, and the
Micronesian delegation asked for time to study the position. There was







