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TT Copra Production Drops

Copra, the Trust Ter=-
ritory's top money maker,
has dropped to second
place this year.

With a TT harvest of
12,000 short tons valued
at $2-million expected in
1971, the projected total
represents a 3,600-ton de-
crease, some $700,000
worth less than in 1970.

These facts were re-
leased following the semi~
annual TT Copra Stabiliza-
tion Board meeting on Sai-
pan this week by Eusebio
Rechucher, Chairman of the
Stabilization Board.

The price of copra on
the world market for TT

producers dropped to a low,

this year of $176 per met-
ric ton. This meant a
loss of income to the Co-
pra Stabilization Fund
which maintains the same
price to be paid to pro-
ducers in each district.
Knowledgeable sources
feel that the price de-
creases will continue for
sometime, but then even-
tually rise to nearly $200
per metric ton. The basic
cause of this fluctuation
and gradual decline in
the world market price is
the recovery of Philip~
pines copra production.
Also, some people
feel that the decline in
copra production within
the TT can be attributed
to the movement of popu-

lation from outer is-
lands to district centers
where there are higher
paying jobs, and to mar-
keting problems.

While production is
dropping this year, offi-
cials of the Stabilization
Board noted that the Mar-
shalls District continues
to produce 50 percent of
the copra marketed in the

Territory.
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Ponape Land Commissioners
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SANTIAGO JOAB

JOHNNY HADLEY

High Commissioner Edward
E. Johnston has announced
the appointment of Frank L.
G. Castro as Senior Land
Commissioner of the Ponape
District Land Commission.

The Chief Executive also
announced the appointment of
Santiago Joab and Johnny
Hadley, both of Ponape, to
the position of Land Commis-
sioner.

Castro, 40, as the prin-
cipal authority of the Dis-
trict Land Commission, is
responsible to Paul Dennis,
Chief of Land and Surveys
Division, Department of Re-
sources and Development.

His duties include the
acceleration and .implemen-
tation of the provisions of
the TT Land Commission Act.

Castro, a registered land
surveyor, was Ponape Dis~
trict Surveyor responsibie
for the district's entire
surveying and mapping oper-

ation. (Con't Page [1‘)







