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HON. DANIEL K. AKAKA
ILUW LABOR DAY RALLY
NORTH KOHALA 
SEPTEMBER 7, 1987

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR INVITING ME TO BE A PART OF

YOUR LABOR DAY RALLY. I APPRECIATE YOUR INVITATION AND 

WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO BE WITH YOU, A VERY IMPORTANT 

SECTOR OF OUR COUNTRY, LABOR. ESPECIALLY ORGANIZED LABOR, 

AND OF COURSE, MORE SPECIFICALLY, THE ILWU.

I ALSO WANT TO EXPRESS MY DEEPFELT MAHALO TO ALL OF 

YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING ENDORSEMENT AND SUPPORT OF MY 

EFFORTS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

ON THIS 105TH ANNUAL LABOR DAY. IT GIVES ME GREAT 

PLEASURE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN AMERICA;



A VERITABLE INSTITUTION THAT EVEN IN THE TOUGHEST OF TIMES

HAS CONTINUED TO MOVE FORWARD, PROGRESSIVE, AND WITH GREAT 

DIGNITY. THIS OCCASION, BRINGS DESERVED ATTENTION TO THOSE 

WHO HAVE TOILED TO BUILD OUR NATION AND TO SHAPE A 

PROSPEROUS LIFE OUT OF THE DREAM OF EARLY IMMIGRANTS.

IT WAS LYNDON B. JOHNSON WHO ONCE NOTED THAT, "THE 

TRADEMARK OF THE AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT HAVE LONG BEEN AN 

UNYIELDING STAND FOR INDIVIDUAL DIGNITY AND ECONOMIC 

JUSTICE." AND STILL, NEARLY TWO DECADES AFTER HE UTTERED 

THOSE WORDS, THEY CONTINUE TO RING TRUE, BECAUSE OF THE 

DEDICATION AND SKILL OF PEOPLE LIKE YOU.

IN AFFIRMING YOUR DIGNITY AS INDIVIDUALS AND ASSERTING 

YOUR RIGHTS AS HUMAN BEINGS, YOU HAVE DEVELOPED AND MAINTAINED
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A PHILOSOPHY THAT HAS MADE OUR NATION GREAT, STRONG AND 

CONTINUOUSLY MOVING; A PHILOSOPHY OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERTY.

AND YOU AND I KNOW THAT THERE IS NO POLITICAL ENTITY IM 

THIS COUNTRY THAT BETTER EXEMPLIFIES, PRESERVES AND PROTECTS 

THAT PHILOSOPHY THAN OURS--THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE 

UNITED STATES.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS THE PARTY OF THE PEOPLE. THE 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS THE PARTY OF EQUALITY, OF OPPORTUNITY, 

OF FREEDOM AND OF PEACE. AND IN 1987 I SAY TO YOU THAT THE 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS THE ONLY HOPE FOR THE FUTURE OF THIS 

COUNTRY. AFTER SEVEN YEARS OF A REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION, 

THAT FUTURE IS LOOKING DARKER AND MORE FRIGHTENING.

CONTRARY IO THE REPUBLICAN OPTIMISTIC PRONOUNCEMENT,

3 

5

I



THE U.S. ECONOMY IS IN SERIOUS TROUBLE ON MANY FRONTS

WHEN PRESIDENT REAGAN WAS ELECTED, HE CHARTERED A COURSE FOR 

OUR COUNTRY THAT HE CALLED "ECONOMIC RECOVERY". SINCE HE 

TOOK OFFICE, HOWEVER, WE HAVE INSTEAD GONE THE WAY OF ECONOMIC 

TRAGEDY. THE NATIONAL DEBT HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED, AND THE 

TRADE DEFICIT HAS REACHED CRISIS PROPORTION. THE U.S. HAS 

MOVED FROM THE WORLD'S LARGEST LENDER TO BEING THE WORLD'S 

GREATEST DEBTOR NATION. THE STATE OF THE FARM ECONOMY HAS

ALSO WORSENED SSUBSTANTIALLY WITH OVER ONE THIRD OF COMMERCIAL 

SIZED FAMILY FARMERS UNABLE TO REPAY THEIR DEBTS. AND, 

BUSINESS IN GENERAL HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTING. THE REPUBLICAN 

ECONOMIC PROGRAM OF 1981 WAS SUPPOSED TO LEAD TO TREMENDOUS

INCREASES IN BUSINESS INVESTMENTS IN ORDER TO HELP RESTORE
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AMERICAN INDUSTRY AMD IMPROVE ITS COMPETITIVENESS. INSTEAD

SINCE PRESIDENT REAGAN TOOK OFFICE, BUSINESS INVESTMENTS ILAS 

ACTUALLY DECLINED, FROM A RATE OF SIX PERCENT UNDER PRESIDENT 

CARTER TO AN AVERAGE RATE OF 3.6 PERCENT. IN SUM, THE SAD 

FACT IS THAT THE AMERICA WE LOVE IS DECAYING. THIS IS NOT 

WHAT ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS ALL ABOUT. ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS 

ABOUT GROWTH. IT'S ABOUT KEEPING THE CAPITAL NEEDED TO CREATE 

AMERICAN JOBS IN THE UNITED STATES. IT'S ABOUT REBUILDING 

INDUSTRY, INVESTING MORE IN NEW TOOLS, FACTORIES AND EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAMS FOR OUR WORKERS. ECONOMIC RECOVERY IS ABOUT RESTORING 

OUR COMPETITIVE EDGE IN WORLD TRADE.

BUT MOST IMPORTANT, IT’S ABOUT EXPANDING ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL JUSTICE TO THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY.
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WE MUST PROTECT THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OUR WORKERS WE

MUST SUSTAIN AID TO THE POOR, THE ELDERLY, AND THE ILL. AND 

IVE MUST PREPARE OUR CHILDREN FOR THE TECHNOLOGY OF TOMORROW.

THE REPUBLICANS, QUITE CLEARLY, HAVE FAILED TO LEAD US 

IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. WHERE THERE SHOULD BE HONOR, THERE 

IS INSTEAD SHAME. WHERE THERE SHOULD BE STRENGTH, THERE IS 

INSTEAD SHEER WEAKNESS. AND, WHERE THERE SHOULD BE GROWTH, 

THERE IS INSTEAD SERIOUS DECLINE.

ON THIS LABOR DAY, WE MUST CONSIDER WHAT WE CAN DO AS 

INDIVIDUALS AND AS A NATION TO ESCAPE FROM THE DEEP ABYSS 

INTO WHICH WE HAVE BEEN THRUST. DURING THE COMING YEAR, THE 

PEOPLE OF THIS STATE AND NATION HAVE A CHANCE TO REDIRECT 

AMERICA. WE HAVE THE POWER IN OUR HANDS THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC 

PROCESS OF GOVERNMENT AND OF OUR UNION TO DECIDE WHAT OUR 

FUTURE WILL BE.
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THIS IS THE TIME FOR ACTION. AND WHAT BETTER WAY TO

CALL FOR ACTION TO SERVE THIS STATE THROUGH BETTER SERVICES 

FOR THE BACKBONE OF OUR NATION--OUR WORKERS--THAN ON LABOR 

DAY.

OUR HISTORY IS ONE OF A PEOPLE DIVERSE IN BACKGROUND, 

BUT UNITED IN COMMON VALUES; WE CARE ABOUT OUR COUNTRY, OUR 

FUTURE, OUR HOPES, OUR DREAMS AND OUR AMBITION. IN THE YEAR 

AHEAD, WE MUST REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO UNITY. WE THE 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY, ARE THE PARTY OF FAIRNESS, OPPORTUNITY 

AND OF CARING. AND, LEST WE WISH TO CONTINUE ON THE ROAD 

TO GLOOM AND DOOM IT IS OUR TIME TO' JOIN TOGETHER TO BUILD 

A BRIGHTER TOMORROW. ON THIS DAY, LET US GIVE THANKS FOR OUR 

BLESSINGS AND REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO MAKING THIS GREAT COUNTRY 

EVEN GREATER. MAHALO!
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