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A New Fiscal Year Begins- Highlights Reminisces 
By the government calendar, today marks the 

beginning of a new year. July 1, 1974, is the first day of 

Fiscal Year 1975. The Fiscal Year is the twelve month 

budget period for the government, the period for which 

funds are appropriated for TT government operations by 

the U.S. Congress. 

it’s a tradition in a lot of places on ‘‘new year’s day” to 

take a look back at the year just past and reminisce a bit, 

and Highlights has taken that tradition a few steps further. 

We've checked the files to see what was happening about 

the time of “fiscal new year’s day” for the past several 

years. See if you can remember where you were and what ~ 

you were doing when Highlights covered these events: 

July, 1973-— 

Appollo Seventeen astronauts, Eugene Cernan, Ronald 

Evans, and Harrison Schmitt, visited Micronesia as part of 

a goodwill mission. 

Three persons were killed in the crash of a U.S. Navy 

HU—16 amphibious plane off Lelu, the main town in 

Kusaie, while the aircraft was taking off from the harbor 

on a medical evacuation flight. 

July, 1972—— 

Ponape was hard hit by Tropical Storm Lola’s high 

winds and waves. 

Strik Yoma of Ponape became the first Micronesian 

appointed to head one of the eight major departments in 

the Executive Branch of the TT Government, the 

Department of Public Affairs.   

The Micronesian Claims Commission began its 

operations on Saipan. The two Micronesians appointed as 

members of the Commission were Jose C. Cabrera of 

Saipan and John B. Rulmal of Yap. 

July, 1971-— 
Ambassador F. Haydn Williams, President Nixon’s 

Personal Representative for Micronesian Status 

Negotiations, and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 

Interior for Territorial Affairs, Royston Hughes, began a 

six-district familiarization tour of the Trust Territory. 

July, 1970-— 

The First Regular Session of the Third Congress of 

Micronesia was convened on Saipan, during ceremonies 

held in observance of Micronesia Day. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Farrington, former Director of the 

Office of Territories, visited the Trust Territory, along 

with two U.S. Congressmen, Wayne Aspinall (D-Colorado) 

and John Saylor (R-Pennsylvania). 

July, 1969-— 

Micronesia’s first Territory-wide sports tournament, 

the MicrOlympics, was held on Saipan with intense 

competition among athletes from all six districts. 

The battle against the Crown of Thorns, a starfish 

causing extensive damage to coral heads, was begun. 

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston returned to 

Saipan after his appearance before the United Nations 

Trusteeship Council, following his appointment as High 

Commissioner in May. 

  

Two Trust Territory employees left Saipan last month for the mainland. Deputy High Commissioner Peter T. Coleman presented 

a resolution of appreciation to Dr. William B. Smith, Chief of Animal Health Services, for his “tireless and capable leadership” 

pver the past two years (left photo). Present at the ceremonies were (I to r): Dr. Smith, Chief of Lands and Surveys Kozo 

Yamada, Chief of Agriculture Bermin Weilbacher, and Deputy High Commissioner Coleman. During the regular meeting of the 

igh Commissioner's cabinet held on June 19, 1974, William D. Oyler, TT Program and Budget Officer, was presented a special 

ertificate of appreciation by Deputy High Commissioner Coleman (right photo). Oyler was commended for “performance of his 

Huties ina manner and to a degree which exceeded the requirements for his position as Program and Budget Officer’. 

  

   



TT Joins News Exchange 

Micronesia has joined its Pacific neighbors in an area 
wide news exchange program. Coordinated through the 

Trust Territory’s PEACESAT station on _ Saipan, 

Micronesian news of Pacific-wide interest is broadcast 
once a week to almost every corner of the South Pacific 

region. 

The news exchanges take place every Wednesday 

afternoon; each station is given about four minutes to 

broadcast news items from its area. Other countries 
participating in the program include Papua New Guinea, 

New Zealand, Tonga, the Cook Islands and Niue, 

in addition to a weekly broadcast from Honolulu’s © 

PEACESAT terminal. 

The latest broadcast included reports on Hawaiian 

immigration and population studies, oyster cultivation in 

Tonga, Papua New Guinea’s attempts to curb inflation, 

and the robbery of $1,600 worth of liquor from New 

Zealand’s Parlimentary bars. The quality of the reception 

was excellent in almost all cases. 

Elias Thomas, the Trust Territory broadcast chief, isin 

charge of Saipan’s efforts, with the news script being 

prepared by Micronesian News Service. 

The weekly program now lasts for an hour, and during - 

that time stations are given the opportunity to ask 

questions about any news item sent. Thomas hopes that 

half hour broadcasts will be made available to TT district 

stations from the news exchange. 

The Trust Territory is also examining the possibility of 

joining the Pacific Islands News Association, a news 

organization now being formed in Fiji. 

  

$45,700 Grant to Aging Office 

The Territorial Office on Aging has awarded a $45, 700 

Federal Grant to the Office of Public Affairs in the 

Marshalls District to establish a multi-purpose center for 

the elderly in Majuro atoll and Ebeye island, according to 

a spokesman for the Headquarters Community 

Development Office. 

The one year program will enable the District 

Department of Public Affairs to offer a number of 

activities such as handicraft development, recreation and 

referral services for the benefit of the senior citizens. If 

the program proves to be successful, it will be extended to 

the other principle atolls in the Marshalls District. 

The program results from a federal grant through the 

Health, Education, and Welfare regional office in San 

Francisco under Title II| of the Older Americans Act. 

The Director of the Marshalls Elderly Program is Maas 

Hone, working under the supervision of Tony DeBrum, 

District Director of Public Affairs.   

Housing Workshop Scheduled 

The Ponape Agriculture and Trade School (PATS), 

through the assistance and cooperation of the 

Headquarters Community Development Division, has 

announced that it will conduct a ten-day workshop for 

the Trust Territory Housing Authorities Managers and 
Board Chairmen for the six districts. The objectives of the 

workshop are to review accomplishments in the territory’s 

housing program, to learn procedures for applying for 

assistance from the Federal Government, to discuss the 
relationship of the authorities to the Territorial Housing 
Commission, and to deal with housing related problems. 

It is expected that 12 participants will attend this key 

workshop which will be held on the PATS campus July 8 

through July 19. Director of the workshop, Father Hugh 

Costigan, S.J., indiated that a number of public and 

private officials such as representatives from _ the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development, 

commercial lending institutions and trading firms will be 

instructors at the workshop. 

This will be the first time the Territorial Housing 

officials will assemble for a workshop since they last met 

in September 1972, for the low cost Housing Conference. 

The workshop has been made possible through a training 

grant to the Community Development Division from the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

  

Four Ponape District elementary teachers, Ms. Yunis 

Anson, Ms. Julita Elnei, Joe Felix, and Ms. Emiko Santos 

were recently awarded Merit Increases for sustained 

superior performance in ceremonies held in the office o 

District Administrator Leo A. Falcam. The _ teacher: 

received their awards for their work in the writing anc 

pilot testing of the Direct Instruction System for Teaching 

Reading in Ponapean. Ms. Susan Moses served as adviso 

to the teachers. Standing behind DistAd Falcam are (I td 

r) Clemente Materne, Superintendent of Elementar 

Schools; Ms. Moses, Special Education Coordinator at the 

Community College of Micronesia; Yasuo Yamada, Are 

Supervisor; Felix; Ms. Santos; Ms. Elnei; Ms. Anson; and 

Paul Gallen, District Director of Education. 

 


