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A New Fiscal Year BeginSf Highlights Reminisces

By the government calendar, today marks the
beginning of a new year. July 1, 1974, is the first day of
Fiscal Year 1975. The Fiscal Year is the twelve month
budget period for the government, the period for which
funds are appropriated for TT government operations by
the U.S. Congress.

1t's a tradition in a lot of places on ““new year’s day’’ to
take a look back at the year just past and reminisce a bit,
and Highlights has taken that tradition a few steps further.
We've checked the files to see what was happening about
the time of ‘“fiscal new year’s day’’ for the past several

years. See if you can remember where you were and what ~

you were doing when Highlights covered these events:

July, 1973 —

Appollo Seventeen astronauts, Eugene Cernan, Ronald
Evans, and Harrison Schmitt, visited Micronesia as part of
a goodwill mission.

Three persons were killed in the crash of a U.S. Navy
HU—16 amphibious plane off Lelu, the main town in
Kusaie, while the aircraft was taking off from the harbor
on a medical evacuation flight.

duly. 1972~ —

Ponape was hard hit by Tropical Storm Lola’s high
winds and waves.

Strik Yoma of Ponape became the first Micronesian
appointed to head one of the eight major departments in
the Executive Branch of the TT Government, the
Department of Public Affairs.

The Micronesian Claims Commission began its
operations on Saipan. The two Micronesians appointed as
members of the Commission were Jose C. Cabrera of
Saipan and John B. Rulmal of Yap.

July, 1971

Ambassador F. Haydn Williams, President Nixon's
Personal Representative for Micronesian Status
Negotiations, and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Interior for Territorial Affairs, Royston Hughes, began a
six-district familiarization tour of the Trust Territory.

July, 1970——

The First Regular Session of the Third Congress of
Micronesia was convened on Saipan, during ceremonies
held in observance of Micronesia Day.

Mrs. Elizabeth Farrington, former Director of the
Office of Territories, visited the Trust Territory, along
with two U.S. Congressmen, Wayne Aspinall (D-Colorado)
and John Saylor (R-Pennsylvania).

July, 1969——

Micronesia’s first Territory-wide sports tournament,
the MicrOlympics, was held on Saipan with intense
competition among athletes from all six districts.

The battle against the Crown of Thorns, a starfish
causing extensive damage to coral heads, was begun.

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston returned to
Saipan after his appearance before the United Nations
Trusteeship Council, following his appointment as High
Commissioner in May.

Two Trust Territory employees left Saipan last month for the mainland. Deputy High Commissioner Peter T. Coleman presented
a resolution of appreciation to Dr. William B. Smith, Chief of Animal Health Services, for his “tireless and capable leadership”’
pbver the past two years (left photo). Present at the ceremonies were (I to r): Dr. Smith, Chief of Lands and Surveys Kozo
Yamada, Chief of Agriculture Bermin Weilbacher, and Deputy High Commissioner Coleman. During the regular meeting of the

igh Commissioner’s cabinet held on June 19, 1974, William D. Oyler, TT Program and Budget Officer, was presented a special
ertificate of appreciation by Deputy High Commissioner Coleman (right photo). Oyler was commended for “performance of his
buties in a manner and to a degree which exceeded the requirements for his position as Program and Budget Officer”.







