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The Time to Vote is Near 
The Congressional Forum was held in 

the ASCC auditorium on Thursday, October 

11, 1990. The place was quite full with a 

good show of students and other interested 

written on slips of paper screened by the 

committee, and selected randomly by the     question to the candidates. Each candidate      
  

SGA president, who then presented each 

  

had two minutes to respond. When asked in 

English, the candidates answered in both English and in 

Samoan. When students were questioned afterward 

about their feelings on the forum, many said that the 

forum did help them in their decision of who they 

would vote for, and that they were clearer on the 

current issues concerning American Samoa. (More on 

student opinion on page 5.) 

ASCC—a Growing Institution 

For the third consecutive semester the American 

Samoa Community College has established a new 

record in enrollment. The Fall 1990 en-ollment figure is 

1,134 students according to Director of Admissions & 

Records, Sina Ward. Adult Continuing Education 

enrolled another 25 students and the American Samoa 

Teacher Education Program added over 100 students. 

For the second semester in a row, female students 

outnumbered the males. 
Classroom space is a severe problem as most 

Classes are filled to capacity and many classes exceed 

the maximum enrollment number. According to Mrs. 

Ward over 50 students had to be turned away during 

the final day of late registration because of the limited 

classroom space. These students have expressed hopes 

of enrolling in the Spring semester of 1991. 

Because of the increasing number of transfer 

credits gaining acceptance by the University of Hawaii 

and mainland four-year colleges, many students are 
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Faleomavaega, Afoa, Tago, and Moaali'itele 

now opting to attend ASCC for two years before 

transferring as third-year students to much more ex- 

pensive four-year institutions. The success rate of 

transfer students from ASCC to U.S. universities has 

been growing steadily with many going on to graduate 

schools. Records at ASCC indicate that 43% of the 

1989 ASCC graduates have chosen to continue their 

education. 

Cowabunga Dudes! 

Talofa, 

We are nearly half way through the semes- 

ter and students are all fired up with activities and 

school work. The welcome dance was a success. 

Thank you all for your support and cooperation. Many 

more activities are being planned and SGA hopes you 

all continue to support us 100%. I would like to en- 

courage all new students to submit suggestions that 

will help make your year at ASCC more enjoyable. If 

you have any questions, ask any one of the SGA 

officers to bring it up at our meetings. They will do the 

best to help you. 

Keep striving for the best. Let’s have a 

great year! 

Cowabunga Dudes! 

Leagava’a Tafaoa 

SGA President 
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EDITORIAL YOU’RE GROWN UP BUT ARE 

YOU READY? 

“T can’t wait to leave!!”’ echoes in the halls of 

ASCC. I have asked several students why they want to 

graduate and the reply is generally “because I want to get 

off this rock!” The question is “are you really ready to get 

off this rock?” 

NO. Students do not take the academic stan- 

dards at ASCC very seriously. Several do not turn in 

assignments on time, do not attend class on time (some 

do not attend at all,) and many do not prepare in ad- 

vance by reading the material that is to be discussed. 

Every semester begins with the teacher handing out a 

syllabus outlining the course’s work. What is the use if 

students do not even bother to be prepared? It is only a 

waste of the instructor’s efforts to encourage the 

students to learn. 

The instructor serves only as a guide that leads 

us through the path of knowledge. Just as the farmer 

can only lead the mule to water, but cannot make him 

drink, the instructor can only teach us what to learn, 

but cannot make us learn it. 

When you go off-island, you will find that a 

much greater degree of independence and responsibil- 

ity is required in order to survive. You will have a great 

amount of freedom at your fingertips, but what do you 

do with it? You must use it to our advantage. You must 

take the challenge and prove that you can be the BEST. 

All of this stems from preparation, both academic and 

emotional. 

How does one become academically prepared? 

Practice. Practice is the only way good study habits, 

good note-taking skills and clearer thinking will de- 

velop. Many students settle with being “average.” A 

good student does not settle for mediocrity but thrives 

on excellence. Even if he does not excel in whatever 

field he pursues, what is important is the determination 

and perseverence that drives him to achieve his goal. 

The most important and critical preparation 

deals with your emotions, values, and beliefs. When 
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you are under pressure and suffering from culture 

shock, you will begin questioning yourself to find out 

why you are seeking an education in the first place. In 

order to survive this kind of dilemna, you must know 

why education is important for you. You must establish 

a belief system telling yourself that YOU CAN DOIT 

and keep pushing yourself forward. The transition will 

be hard, but if you are well prepared, both in mindand  », 

heart, you will succeed. , 

Use the opportunities available here at ASCC to 

practice your skills and habits. Begin preparing emo- 

tionally by motivating yourself here and reminding 

yourself of the reasons you are in school. Do not 

consider our school as a joke because what you de- 

velop here can become your weapons in battling the 

hardships beyond Samoa’s horizons. 

    

Dear Editor: 

This semester is the most dissappointing semes- 

ter in my college career. For as long as I have been 

attending this college, this is the first time it has not 

had a Writing Lab. Last semster there was a Writing 

Lab that offered a place where a student could study 

and ask a teacher for help concerning reports, essays, 

and English in general. For some of us, being able to 

use the Writing Lab made learning worthwhile and fun 

because we could work in a group and really under- 

stand the meaning of teamwork. This semester, how- 

ever, there is no such facility. 

The alternatives are less motivating and offer 

no teacher and student relationship. The library, cafete- 

ria, and empty clasrooms do not even come close to 

what the Writing Lab offered. (continued on pg.12) 

    

Dear Editor: 

I would like to address the problem of our 

library at ASCC. The library, a very important learn- 

ing tool in education, is an unorganized, poorly 

equipped and maintained institution. 

For instance, the two microfiche do not print, 

and only one will focus. We have one video cassette 

and one television for a student body of 1,200. Books 

and microfiche are not filed away for weeks. Books 

are falling our of their berth and lying scattered all over 

the library. The South Pacific Studies room is a fine 

example of clutter. We have only one large social 

gathering place to study. Sometimes there are not 

enough chairs. Students are talking, laughing, throw- 

ing rubbish on the floor and do not respect the 

quiteness of a library. (continued on pg. 12) 

 


