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by Rafael H. Arroyo

Two members of the US House 
of Representatives recently writ­
ten Governor Lorenzo I. DL. 
Guerrero asking the latter to fur­
nish a list of individuals receiving 
tax rebates and to provide answers

to a list of questions having to do 
with the garments industry on 
Saipan.

Acting Governor Benjamin T. 
Manglona confirmed receipt of 
two letters from US House Com­
mittee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs Chairman George Miller

and Subcommittee on Insular and 
International Affairs Chairman 
Ron De Lugo.

In a letter dated April 2nd, 
Miller and De Lugo expressed 
concerns over the treatment of 
workers in the garment industry 
on Saipan, as reported in both
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Signs of th· Tlmss. Lobbyist put up placards to signify their concerns on the land lease development 
proposed by Haas & Haynie. The proposal got the legislature's nod in a  joint session last Friday.

S a i p a n ’s  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e  
r e a d y  t o  o p e n  n e x t  w e e k

by Rafael H. Arroyo

Saipan’s one and only slaugh­
terhouse may be back in operation 
by next week after it ceased op­
erations last November.

This was the disclosure made 
by Animal Health Industry Divi­
sion Chief Ignacio Dela Cruz who 
said that the needed repairs and 
renovation of the slaughterhouse 
are about to be wrapped up.

“This means that Saipan con­
sumers may be about to enjoy 
fresher beef and pork products 
available to local stores,” saidDela 
Cruz.

The facility which is approved 
by the US Department of Agri­
culture (USDA) was closed after 
somebody from the Common­
wealth Utilities Corporation 
reportedly removed one of three 
transformers that regulate power 
for the slaughterhouse.

Since then, power and water 
installations deteriorated over the 
last five months.

The inoperable slaughterhouse 
was the subject of a letter sent by 
Abel R. Olopai to Governor 
Lorenzo I. DL. Guerrero blaming 
the breakdown to “governmental 
bureaucratic hang-ups.”

According to Olopai, local 
farmers are not profiting out of 
the closure of the facility and that 
government has been trying to 
make all kinds of excuses for the 
apparent inaction.

“We now have thousands of 
dollars worth of hogs and cattle 
that must be channeled through 
our required USDA-approved 
slaughterhouse. Unfortunately, 
we could not even make a penny 
due to the negligence on it,” said 
Olopai.

Currently, Public Works and 
the CUC has undertaken repairs 
of freezer facilities and other con­
struction-related renovations, 
with a number of contractor com­
panies being called in to provide 
services.

CUC was said to have provided

the facility with a bigger trans­
former bringing the power 
situation back to normal. Elec­
trical wirings, breakers, oudets, 
and other necessary devices and 
equipment like freezers were re­
placed with new ones. Water 
piping systems were replaced 
with poly vinyl chloride (PVC) 
pipes.

“The work is almost done but 
for some minor deficiencies. 
We’re now working on other 
needs, so we have ordered knife 
sterilizers to replace the old one 
we had,” said Dela Cruz.

Since November, the plan was 
only to temporarily cease opera­
tions

until before Christmas, but 
because of the problems on water 
and power, the closure stretched 
up to the present.

The slaughterhouse was built 
during the Trust Territory days 
sometime in 1971 at the cost of 
some $50,000 to $60,000. Esti- 

contlnued on page 10

print and broadcast media in the 
US mainland.

The other correspondence, dated 
April 6th, was intended for the 
governor to send a listing of per­
sons receiving tax rebates from 
the period of 1985 to 1991, along 
with the amount of rebates, and 
the year for which the rebates were 
made.

It was believed that the two US 
solons were readying a scrutiny of 
the CNMI tax system and of situ­
ation of the garment industry.

Although Manglona indicated 
that he sees no problem with the 
letters and the accompanying re­
quests, an air of apprehension 
prevailed over some political ob­
servers that the two US solons 
may be backtracking on their sup­
posed “support” for the CNMI 
government in major issues in­
volving the relationship between

the two nations as bound by a 
Covenant.

It was said that the two con­
gressmen were very supportive 
of the CNMI’s cause for a re­
tained level of federal fundingfor 
the fiscal year 1993, and on the 
issue of the Inspector General’s 
right to audit local taxpayer’ 
records.

Governor Guerrero has refused 
to. honor a subpoena issued last 
December for him to disclose in­
dividual income tax returns and 
return information to the IG for 
the planned audit.

Observers believe that the 
congressmen’s request for a list 
of persons given tax rebates is in 
conflict with taxpayer confiden­
tiality guaranteed under the 
Commonwealth Constitution.

“This has been our reason for 
continued on page 10

E x - s p e a k e r  s a y s  t r a d e  

m i s s i o n  h a s  w r o n g  f o c u s

by Rafael H. Arroyo

The Commonwealth of the 
Northern Marianas should in­
stead be looking into prospects 
of inducing financial invest- 
mentbusinessratherthansmall 
scale businesses like agricul­
ture, fishing, and light 
manufacturing.

This was the gist of a state­
ment made by former House 
speaker PedroR. DL. Guerrero, 
who said the Commonwealth ; 
can be better of studying the 
experience of Hong Kong as a 
booming financial centerrather 
than induce investments that 
may not solve the current 
problems of the CNMI.
. Guerrero was apparently 
pointing at the intent of a trade 
mission that is currently in 
Taiwan and Korea, whereby 
investments in the areas of 
commercial farming, fish pro­
cessing, , and light 
manufacturing are being en­
couraged.

“Ibelieve inthe trade mission 
concept, and I support the 
governor’s efforts in finding 
ways to diversify the economy. 
But as I look at it, we may be 
focusing on something that we 
have found in the past not to be 
feasible,” said Guerrero.

According to the former 
speaker who is now a Saipan 
representative in the House, for 

j the past many years, district

legislatures ventured into 
those areas looking at how 
best they can put together 
fishing and agriculture.

Rep. Pedro R. D L  Guerrero
Back in 1977, there was 

apparently a bid to establish a 
canning facility, a semi pro­
cessing plant on Saipan, or a 
transshipment plant in Tinian 
for fishery.

But apparently, companies 
from Taiwan and Japan who 
looked at potential here backed 
out due to the tremendous 
capital· needed in terms of 
technology.

Such companies also 
thought they would have to 
contend with marketing 
problems in that they cannot 
compete with a well estab­
lished fishing industry 
elsewhere.

Another stumbling block 
pointed to by Guerrero y^aspn 
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A Meeting Place For Our 
Opinions. . .And Yours. . .

C<*> Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I have been closely observing 

the impact of foreign investment 
here in the CNMI over the past 
eight years. Several questions 
might be appropriate at this time. 
Especially since some of our 
leaders have now cautioned the 
CNMI about too much invest­
ment in the Tourism Industry, a 
need to find alternatives for the 
failing Garment Industry, and 
strong interest in welcoming new 
investors from South Korea and 
Taiwan.

Allow me to ask some ques­
tions I have at the present time. 
As examples:

1. Is Article XII really a det­
riment to new economic 
investment or is it the lack of a 
CNMI Economic Policy which 
would stabilize business licens­
ing, foreign investment, banking, 
manpower, and tax laws the real 
problem?

2. If the Tourism Industry is so 
unstable, have we acted properly 
by approving four development 
leases which are all tourism re-

lated?
3. Is Congressman Antonio 

Camacho a “lone ranger” for ask­
ing. that planning should be 
considered before approving 
additional development pro­
grams, or are we just reacting 
emotionally to an unstable Tourr 
ist Industry?

4. Has Congressman Flores 
opened up a reasonable line of 
questioning these development 
projects, or was his comment out 
of line since only a few abstained 
from voting while others might

have possible land conflicts but 
seemed to support all of the pro­
posals?

5. Was Senator Torres correct 
in calling attention to assisting 
dissatified investors already here 
on Saipan before inviting others, 
or should we bring new investors 
here only to have them experi­
ence similar frustrations?

I intend to observe the impact 
of these developments on the 
CNMI Government since justifi­
cation for approval was based 
upon themes like “agencies are 
asking for additional revenues to 
run their departments.” Some 
government departments have 
worked with a minimal staff for 
many years, but have accom­

plished the work needed to keep 
the CNMI Government operat­
ing. I wonder if other departments 
can rise to the challenge of doing 
more with less.

I commend each elected leader, 
such as Torres, Camacho, and 
Flores, who recognizes that some 
accountability in CNMI Govern­
ment spending has to be initiated 
immediately since revenues gen­
erated seem to be diminishing 
based upon a world recession and 
not silly excuses that the United 
States is out of money, Article 
XII, Tourism is unstable, or the 
Garment Industry is failing.

Si Yuus Maase,
/s/Lydia Camacho-Romisher

Dear Editor:
I am reluctant to disagree with 

the Lieutenant governor but the 
views he expressed in your forum 
(April 9,1992) on Article XU of 
the-Commonwealth Constitution 
deserve further discussion.

In fact, I bridle at the implica­
tion that the legitimate 
expectations of a large number of 
honest, good faith foreign inves­
tors have been disappointed by 
our Supreme Court.

The Lt. Governor’s letter is 
concerned with the effect of the 
landmark Article XII decisions 
announced by the Commonwealth 
Supreme Court the cases of Aldan- 
Pierce v. Mafnas (July 5, 1991) 
and Ferreira v. Borja (Feb. 18,

1992).
The problem, he wrote, is that 

these Supreme Court decisions: 
(1) Announced new “guidelines 
for leasing land under Article 
XII"; (2) Caused “the apparent 
loss of large investments” in the 
Commonwealth, and, general, 
“called into question the safety of 
investments” in the Common­
wealth; (3) Caused instability in 
“the political and judicial climate” 
in the Commonwealth: and (4) 
Have created the need to take 
positive steps to “restore investor 
confidence” in the Common­
wealth.

His proposed solution: Consider 
an amendment of Article XU 
which would save “good faith”

leases entered into between 1983 
and 1990. He expresses the view 
that such an amendment would 
not “eliminate or weaken Article
x n . ”

There are a number of prob­
lems with the Lt. governor’s 
analysis and with his suggestion. 
Let me try to touch on only the 
major problems.

First, these two landmark deci­
sions of the Supreme Court did 
nothing more or less than inter­
pret and apply the termsof Article 
XU in accordance with its plain 
and simple meaning. In a legal 
sense they do not contain anything 
new.

The Supreme Court did not is­
sue any new “guidelines for 
leasing land under Article XII”. 
The Supreme Court did not invent 
Article XII or its interpretation. 
Its decisions on Article XU did 
not upset any “good faith com­
mitments” or expectations of 
foreign investors.

The Supreme Court merely 
construed and applied the provi­
sions of Article Xn which were 
approved by the overwhelming 
majority of the people of the 
Commonwealth in 1975.

And that interpretation, as the 
Framers intended, was based on 
the American Common Law of 
real property, agency and trust, as 
it has existed for over 100 years. 
In other words, Article XII deci­
sions of the Supreme Court were 
based on exactly the same law 
which every lawyer on this Island 
learned in law school.

In my opinion, it is impossible 
for any investor to claim that he 
entered into an illegal Article XII 
transaction in “good faith.”

The investor must have con­
sulted an attorney before making 
a land acquisitioa And, if that 
attorney did his or her job, the 
investor was told that if he tried to 
buy Commonwealth land, he 
would violate Article XII. And 
the lawyer must have told him, if 
you violate Article XII your ac­
quisition will be void ab initio - 
dead from the beginning.

That must be what every in­
vestor was told, every investor 
from 1975 down to the present 
time. It didn’t take the Supreme 
Court decisions to make thatclear.

Article XII makes it clear. Loud 
and clear.

Therefore, either the investor 
ignored the good legal advice of 
his attorney, or, if the attorney did 
not give him good advice, then 
the investor has only his attorney 
to blame (or himself for hiring 
that attorney).

That Lt. Governor suggests that 
now, with the Supreme Court 
decisions in hand, “with good 
legal help, investors should have 
no fears.” The truth is that with 
“good legal help,” an investor 
could easily have understood the 
requirements of Article Xn - you 
cannot buy Commonwealth land, 
from the beginning, in 1978 and 
down to the present time.

Second, Article XU is a mas­
terpiece of draftsmanship. Its 
terms are very carefully drafted 
to leave no loopholes for evading 
its sanctions.

These “good faith” leases which 
the Lt. Governor is talking about 
are not “leases” at all. They are 
purchases of Commonwealthland 
disguised as leases. The lawyers 
for these “good faith” investors 
cooked up documents which gave 
the transaction the appearance of 
a lease when in law. and in fact it 
permitted the “good faith” in­
vestor to buy the land outright - 
with the help of a Northern 
Marianas agent. The lawyers 
advised their clients that this was 
perfectly legal.

If Article XU is amended to 
save these purchases then Article 
XU will be meaningless. Only 
one person can own the land at 
one time. If the purchase of the 
land is confirmed in the investors, 
it is automatically taken away 
from the original owners who lost 
it in the illegal Article XII trans­
action.

And, if I am not mistaken, that 
is an ex post facto law, which 
violates another provision of the 
Commonwealth Constitution.

Third, a constitutional amend­
ment of the kind proposed does 
not “protect investments of those 
who made the good faith com­
mitments to help develop our 
economy.” It rewards the inten­
tional (or inexcusable) violation 
of Article XII by these investors 
and their lawyers. And it pun-

ishes those investors who obeyed 
Article XII and settled for a 55 
year lease!

Fourth, where is the proof of 
the lack of “investor confidence”? 
and by that I mean the confidence 
of the future investor!

This is not a problem of land of 
confidence of future investors. 
Article XII is a problem for the 
present investors. These are scare 
tactics which are being mounted 
by those who have come to fear - 
and fear too late - that they made 
a mistake to violate Article XU in 
the first place.

They can have no justifiable 
complaint against our Supreme 
Court, or against Article XU. They 
have no basis for losing confi­
dence in the “judicial climate” of 
the Commonwealth. Even if they' 
disagree with the Article XII de­
cisions of our Supreme Court they 
cannot deny that those decisions 
are well - reasoned and correct.

Finally, does the Common­
wealth need or want investors who 
deliberately (or negligently) vio­
late this important 
Commonwealth law? Don’t you 
think that future investors will 
simply recognize that those who 
violated Article XII made a mis­
take for which they can only blame 
themselves, and not the Com­
monwealth?

The only thing that the Supreme 
Court decisions made clear, for 
the first time, is that those who 
attempt to circumvent Article XII 
will fail. The protections of Ar­
ticle XII have been violated in 
hundred if not thousands of 
transactions over the past 14years. 
Much work remains to be done to 
ensure that Article XII will be 
fully enforced. It has yet to pro­
vide the full benefit for which it 
was adopted.

This is not the time to talk about 
amending Article XU. There is 
no basis for suggesting that the 
Supreme Court somehow changed 
the rules of foreign investment in 
the Commonwealth. This is the 
time applaud our Supreme Court 
for having the fortitude to enforce 
the law in the face of extensive 
and very powerful opposing in­
terests.

Sincerely,
/s/Theodore R. Mitchell

Dear Editor,
On behalf of the Scouts master 

in the CNMI. I would like to ex­
tend my sincerest gratitude and 
thanks to all the people who sup­
ported us in our petition regarding 
the Boy Scouts land in Obyan, 
most especially, our heartfelt 
gratitude grcs to Senator Juan S. 
Demapan, Congressmen Antonio 
M. Camacho and Francisco A. 
Flores who have genuinely dem­
onstrated their utmost concern to 
the cause of the Boy Scouts. '

1 feci sorry tliough for some 
Senators and Congressmen who 
did not fully recognize die signif­
icance of die petition. Had they 
opened theirminds andlistencd to 
the voice of the Silent Majority, 
diey would have understood the 
merit of our proposal. I am re­
questing the people to analyze die

situation and weigh die pros and 
cons of the issue, so that ulti- 
niarely dicy can see for themselves 
die quality of decision making 
we have in the CNMI.

Though we were not able to at- 
Lainourgoal. we were able to prove 
our stand, amidst opposition from 
different factions. Nevertheless, 
we shall remain committed to the 
Boy Scouts program and shall 
continue to uphold its principles to 
die best of oar abilities.

1 hope I have clearly made my 
stand and I wish n ioi e power to die 
Boy Scouts Program in die island.

Widi die best of regards, I re­
main.

Respectfully yours,
/s/Augustin A. Eores 
Cubmastcr 
Pack 920
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Thirteen Filipinos ordered deported from CNMI
by Efren T. Dayauon

The Superior Court yesterday 
ordered the immediate deportadon 
of 13 Filipinos who were earlier 
rounded up by Immigration au­
thorities for overstaying and 
working without the necessary 
permits in the CNMI.

Presiding Judge Pedro Attalig, 
however, stayed the deportation 
of another Filipino who was ear­
lier convicted of sexual 
molestation of a minor due an 
appeal filed and still pending at 
the Supreme Court.

Most of the Filipinos ordered 
deported were among 21 illegal 
aliens nabbed last February 28 by 
the Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion Office from a barracks owned 
by Mr. Frank Villagomez.

Investigation reports indicated 
that most of them were working 
for Villagomez who supplies the 
manpower needs of Mobil Oil 
Company of Micronesia which 
operates here in Saipan. Others 
were found working as beauti­
cians for Villagomez’s beauty 
parlors and also as workers for a 
glass manufacturing firm based

in Saipan.
Court records also showed that 

most of them were recruited in the 
Philippines by either Villagomez 
himself or his wife.

Ronaldo Moran, who was em­
ployed by Villagomez to be gas 
attendant for Mobil Oil, testified 
during the hearing that 
Villagomez instructed him to just 
come to the CNMI as a tourist and 
was promised that his working 
papers will just be taken cared of 
by Villagomez when they arrive 
here in Saipan.

Apparently, this was the stan-

W i n n i n g  e s s a y  f o r  M H S  C u l t u r a l  D a y

C u l t u r e :  A  P o r t r a i t  o f  O u r  P a c i f i c  H e r i t a g e

Written by: Laila Younis
A young girl sits on the shore, 

weaving a coconut mat, gazing 
at her brother returning from a 
fishing voyage. The tranquility 
of the morning is shattered as she 
hums an ancient song. This was 
a time of long ago.

A picture of black and white in 
our history books. The world 
that the Northern Mariana Islands 
face today is foreign and un­
known to the past. And as time 
goes on, the realization of losing 
our heritage is strongly becom­
ing apparent.

In our struggle to hold on to 
our true identity, we have created 
culture-related programs and ac­
tivities that could reach out to the 
community.

Cultural Heritage Day is an 
extmple of such activities.

Marianas High School students 
of different ethnic backgrounds, 
join for an entire day of cultural 
exchange and experience. The 
highlight of the event are the cul­
tural booths built by the class or 
club each represents and were 
prepared weeks before the event. 
It is a process of learning from 
one another, and exchanging tra­
ditional ideas. In this way, the 
students form a link with the past. 
Although it seems trivial, it is a 
vital part for the survival of the 
culture.

in an era of rapid growth and 
development, the youth of the is­
lands are undergoing an 
unpredictable crises. Amidst rush 
of the information age, the 
knowledge of the past is often 
disregarded or replaced. If this

continues, we might as well ex­
pect the extinction of our very 
own race.

The portrait of our Pacific her­
itage is slowly deteriorating with 
time. The colors are fading from 
lack of care. The edges are be­
ginning to curl, casting shadows 
on the sad, unknown faces in the 
picture. The only hope of restor­
ing the portrait is to bring it to life. 
Show the young, eager hands to 
the withering mwar-mwars and let 
them weave fresh, bright flowers 
into iL Let the songs be sung once 
more, adding the vibrant arid en­
chantment Then, the colors will 
be bursting tremendously, painting 
outward until, one day it will be­
come more than just a picture. It 
will be real.real as the blood that 
pound in our veins.

dard approach taken by the 
Villagomez couple in recruiting 
the Filipino workers in their 
employ as almost everyone tes­
tified in court to have received 
similar instructions from their 
recruiter with the promise that 
everything will be okay as 
Villagomez reportedly told them 
that he is well known in the 
CNMI.

Records also disclosed that the 
Villagomez couple executed job 
contracts with their workers 
without the approval of the De­
partment of Commerce and labor.

The workers also testified that 
their employer would deduct 
about 15% from their salaries 
every pay day to cover expenses 
incurred for their plane fares and 
other travel expenses in coming 
to Saipan.

One worker, Jesus Rivera, said 
Villagomez deducts S100 from 
his salary every time he gets his 
pay check.

The defense counsel for the 
workers, V. K. Sawhney, filed a 
motion to suspend deportation of 
the workers until after their labor 
complaints filed with the Depart­
ment of Commerce and labor had 
been proper adjudicated.

This was, however, denied by 
Judge Attalig saying that the de­
fendants were clearly in violation 
of CNMI’s laws by seeking em­
ployment here despite the 
workers’ full knowledge that they 
were admitted only as tourists.

Instead, Judge Attalig mled that 
they be immediately deported 
with a consideration of being al-

lowed to come back on 90 days 
visitor status to follow-up on their 
labor complaints.

But in the case of Antonio 
Condino, Judge Attalig overruled 
the prosecution’s motion for im­
mediate deportation as there was 
a pending appeal filed by the 
Condino on his case.

Condino was convicted on 
November 12,1991 and sentenced 
on January 17 this year to 2 and a 
half years imprisonment for sexual 
molestation of a 13-year old girl 
he claimed to be his girl friend.

Before this ruling, Prosecuting 
Attorney Tom Sheldon motioned 
for Condino’s immediate depor­
tation on the grounds that he is a 
convicted felon and that his work 
and entry permit had already ex­
pired.

Attalig, nevertheless, ruled that 
Condino cannot be deported since 
there is law which prohibits the 
deportation of aliens who have a 
direct appeal on their conviction.

Aside from Moran and Rivera, 
those who were ordered deported 
immediately from the CNMI are 
Elizabeth Baldorado, Evelyn 
Albuen, Salve Sta. Isabel, Bemie 
R. Enriquez, Lorenzo Tolin, 
Danilo Orea, Arsenio Blancia, 
Eduardo Ferrer, Josefina J. Cabrera, 
Edgar Lacida and Eliderio Albuen. 
Eight others who have been served 
deportation proceedings will also 
be arraigned on separate dates.

Sheldon also disclosed that they 
will soon be filing a case against 
the Villagomez couple for abetting 
and aiding illegal aliens in the 
CNML
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Almost three dozen sewing machines line up one section of te AIKCs 
factory.

Chinese garment factory workers prepare a  finished garment for packaging

P u b lic  g iv e n  a  f i r s t - h a n d  lo o k  o f  T a n 's  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t i o n s

Government officials and in­
vited guests from the private sector 
had the chance on Friday to take a 
first-hand look of the management 
and operations in one of the gar­
ment factories owned by the Tan 
families.

A tour of the American Interna­
tional Knitters Inc. not only intro­
duced the public to the complex 
world of the apparel industry but it 
also gave them a peek into the lives 
of a hundred or so Chinese and 
Filipino nationals who work as 
sewers, and cutters in one of the

Tan’s five garment firms in the 
Northern Marianas.

The clatter of sewing machines 
predominate in one are of the fac­
tory while in another section, a 
group is busy ironing the finished 
product which is ready for packag­
ing. The smell of stench and sweat 
commonly associated with 
“sweatshops” in some other parts 
of the globe does not greet the 
visitor in the Tan facility. Instead, 
one finds factory workers who are 
neatly dressed working in 
airconditioned facilities.

Lt. Governor Benjamin T. 
Manglona said the Tan factory is 
one which the CNMI can be proud 
of. “The maintain a high level of 
standard in operating this garment 
factory. It is clean and the people 
are well taken cared of,” Manglona 
said midway along the tour.

Tan said they have spent several 
millionsiif dollars to renovate not 
only their factories but also the 
housing of their employees in an 
effort to safeguard their welfare as 
well as provide the employees a 
conducive working atmosphere.

M u n s o n  u p h o l d s  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  

o f  F L S A  s t a t u t e  i n  t h e  C N M I

Federal labor statutes are applicable in the Northern Marianas, 
according to a recerit ruling issued by U.S. District Court Judge Alex 
Munson.

The decision came in response to a motion filed by five garment 
factories which are owned and operated by the Tan family which 
argues the applicability of the Fair Labor Standards Act in the CNMI.

Under the said decision, federal laws which.are applicable in Guam 
and is generally applied in several States, will also apply to the 
Northern Marianas. The only provision however in the FLSA which 
is not applicable to the CNMI is the minimum wage‘provision, 
Munson stated in the order.

Munson did not accept the arguments presented by Tan’s counsel’s 
Bob O’Connor and David A. Mair, who said that a 1979 amendment 
makes the FLSA inapplicable to the CNMI since Congress did not 
expressly name the Northern Marianas in later amcndmenls.

The CNMI Attorney General who was asked to provide his 
viewpoint in die matter also had the same opinion as that of the court 
- FLSA statutes arc applicable in the Northern Marianas.
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Marcos ally seen gaining at the expense of Aquino candidates
by Robert H. Reid 
Associated Press Writer

MANILA, Philippines (AP) - 
President Corazon Aquino’s es­
tranged cousin appears to be

gaining in his bid for the presi­
dency, setting the stage for a 
showdown next month between 
supporters of the Marcos admin­
istration and forces that toppled 
it.

Mrs. Aquino claims victory by 
Eduardo “Danding” Cojuangco 
or Imelda Marcos, widow of 
President Ferdinand Marcos, in 
the May 11 contest would signal a 
return to dictatorship which she

EASTER FLOWERS ARE

a t

W e  h a v e  a l l  y o u r  E a s t e r  

g i f t  g i v i n g  n e e d s . . . .

-  E a s t e r  B a s k e t s

-  C e r a m i c  C o l l e c t i b l e s

-  E a s t e r  C h o c o l a t e s

A i r  F b w n  S p r i n g  F b w e r s  

T u l i p s ,  D a f f o d i l  &  E a s t e r  L i l i e s

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY 8-12
G a r a p a n  -  2 3 4 - 1 2 6 9  ·  S u s u p e  -  2 3 4 - 6 3 3 9

H U R R Y ...W IL L  N O T  L A S T !!

BRAND NEW  
W AREHOUSE CO M PLEX

P R I M E  L O C A T I O N  &  

P R E M I U M  V I S I B I L I T Y

AREA: WIDTH 40' x LENGTH 120' x EAVE 18' (4,800 SQ. FT.)

AMENITIES INCLUDE:
CONTAINED 20' x 24' 
OFFICE SPACE WITH 
WASHROOM

ROLL-UP STEEL DOOR 
14' x 14' RS WITH CHAIN

BACK-UP GENERATOR

toppled in the 1986 uprising that 
installed her in power.

Cojuangco, 56, was among 
Marcos’ closest cronies and has 
been accused by his cousin Mrs. 
Aquino of playing a key role in 
the alleged looting of the national 
treasury during the 20-year 
Marcos Administration.

Most surveys show Cojuangco 
trailing former Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Miriam Defensor 
Santiago; Mrs. Aquino’s choice, 
former Defense Secretary Fidel 
Ramos; and House Speaker 
Ramon Mitra in a close race.

Mrs. Marcos and the two other 
candidates are given little chance. 
But surveys are considered 
unreliable, in part because they 
cannot measure the impact of 
political machines on delivering 
votes.

As the election nears, 
Cojuangco’s campaign appears to 
be showing momentum. Last 
Saturday, Cojuangco drew about 
30,000 people at a rally last Sat­
urday in Manila.

Last month, Cojuangco con­
vinced Sen. Joseph Estrada, a 
popular, former actor, to drop his 
presidential bid and join his ticket 
as his vice presidential running- 
mate.

• The surveys were taken before 
Estrada’s defection. His Party of 
the Filipino Masses claims 2 

, million members.
Furthermore, there are indica­

tions that the Iglesia Ni Christo, a 
Philippine Christian denomina­
tion which does not accept the 
divinity of Jesus, will support 
Cojuangco.

Iglesia leader Bishop Erano 
Manalo, who is also a close friend 
of Mitra, has not announced his 
choice. But political sources say 
Iglesia members have told 
Cojuangco’s candidates for local 
races that they can count on the 
denomination’s support.

Unlike the majority Roman 
Catholics, Iglesia’s estimated 1.7 
million voters generally cast bal­
lots as a bloc. Their support could 
be pivotal in a close race with 
seven candidates competing for 
about 30 million votes. There 
is no runoff, and a candidate needs 
only a plurality to win. Filipinos 
will also be choosing 17,000 
governors, mayors, members of 
Congress and local councilors 
from among more than 70,000

candidates.
Estrada’s defection and the 

possibility of Iglesia support have 
given Cojuangco’s candidacy the 
appearance of movement at a time 
when other, campaigns are either 
sputtering or losing strength.

“Danding’s grassroots network 
has begun to jell into place,” said 
Dr. Alex Magno, a political sci­
ence professor. “There is very little 
obvious movement on the part of 
Ramos and probably downward 
on the part of Miriam.”

During the Marcos administra­
tion, Cojuangco was the second 
most influential figure in the na­
tional economy after Marcos 
himself. Cojuangco controlled 
San Miguel Corp., the country’s 
largest private business, as well 
as vast holdings in banking and 
agro-business.

He left the country with Marcos 
in 1986 and returned sur­
reptitiously in November 1989.

But the spirit of the 1986 revo­
lution has been largely dissipated 
because of political upheavals, in­
cluding seven coup attempts, 
allegations of continued corrup­
tion and inept administration.

Supporters claim Cojuangco’s 
business expertise is needed to re­
vive the flagging economy and 
return efficiency to government.

As the possibility of aCojuangco 
victory increases, his opponents 
have begun to revive charges of 
comiption and criminality from the 
Marcos years.

Former Vice President 
Emmanuel Pelaez, the Philippine 
ambassador to Washington, says 
he willfileaclass action suitagainst 
Cojuangco and others for allegedly 
bilking coconutfarmers of millions 
of dollars.

Pelaez also hinted Cojuangco 
may have been behind an assassi­
nation attempt against him in 1982.

Critics also claim Cojuangco 
urged Marcos to attack civilians 
during the 1986 uprising.

Cojuangco has denied all the 
allegations.

Western diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, say they 
respect Cojuangco’s economic 
credentials and could live with a 
Cojuangco administration.

But they believe he would be 
less hospitable to foreign business 
activity here, especially in the 
banking industry, because of his 
pledge to favor local capital.

Manila electricity crisis 
enters second week

MANILA, Philippines (AP) - The lights went out Monday 
across this city of 8 million as the electricity crisis gripping the 
Philippine capital entered its second week.

Power was cut during the morning rush hour in the downtown 
area, creating enormous gridlocks as traffic lights failed.

The National Power Corp. warned that the long blackouts 
would continue through this week and possibly beyond because 
of maintenance problems at plants and the continuing drought, 
which reduces capacity of hydroelectric stations.

Critics also blame President Corazon Aquino for failing to plan 
for the country’s power needs after she mothballed a 620- 
megawatt nuclear plant at'Morong, 40 miles (65 kilometers) west 
of Manila, because of allegations concerning safety problems and 
purported bribes.
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f i r s t  P S S  s tu d e n t  t o  w in  C N M I- lf f id e  G e o g r a p h y  B e e
A 13-year-old student from 

Rota becomes the first Public 
School System student to win in 
the annual CNMI Wide Geogra­
phy Bee held at Hyatt Regency’s 
Gilligan’s hall in Garapan, 
Saipan.

Robin M. Scott, an eight grader 
from Rota Elementary School 
(RES) was honored last Friday in 
a special ceremony held at Blue 
Peninsula Hotel in Rota for win­
ning the March 27th CNMI-Wide 
Geograpy Bee.

Education Commissioner Wil­
liam S. Torres said that the 
Geography Bee has been held in 
the Commonwealth for the past 
four years, but this year was the 
first time that a PSS student

emerged as a winner.
Marianas Baptist Academy 

students in Saipan won the first 
three competitions.

Robin, the daughter of Lucia 
and Leonardo Calvo, ofSinapalo 
Village in Rota, bested 11 stu­
dents, grades 4 to 8, from both 
public and private schools in the 
Commonwealth.

“This is the fourth year of the 
Geography Bee, and this is the 
first time a PSS student has won 
the contest,” Commissioner 
Torres said as he handed a certifi­
cate of congratulations to Scott.

Witnessing the presentation 
wereRobin’smother, Mrs. Calvo, 
and a number of Rota dignitaries 
including Jesus Taisague, PSS

Liaison Officer in Rota; Jesus 
Songsong, RES principal; Rota 
councilmen Isaac Calvo, Jr., 
Vicente Atalig, and Lucas 
Mendiola; Joe Mafnas, PSS so­
cial studies specialist; and Chris 
Bowen, Scott’s social smdies 
teacher and advisor.

“I will do my best in the na­
tional competition,” Scott said.

Songsong saicTScott’s victory 
is a “prime example of Rota El­
ementary moving into 
excellence.”

Scott and his advisor Bowen 
will be in Washington, D.C. on 
May 19-22 to prepare for the 
competition which will be held

on May 21 in the Nation’s Capi­
tal.

“She’s capable of competing 
on the national level,” said 
Bowen, a RES teacher for the 
past two years. “She’s an excel­
lent student, and I’m looking 
forward to her doing well in the 
national competition.”

National Geography Society, 
the major sponsor of the compe­
tition will be giving an array of 
prizes including a $25,000 schol­
arship for the national winner. 
The 2nd place winner will walk 
away with a $15,000 scholar­
ship; and a $10,000 scholarship 
will be awarded to a student who

will place third in the national 
competition.

The Geography Bee has been 
held in the CNMI since 1989. 
Jose Mari Villagomez, then a 7th 
grader from Marianas Baptist 
Academy, won the first CNMI- 
Wide Bee. He also came out the 
winner a year later. Last year, 
Hitomi Saso, a 7th grader from 
the same school, emerged the 
victor.

In 1989 and 1990, the compe­
tition took place at the CNMI 
Convention Center on Capitol 
Hill. The Competition for the 
past two years was held at the 
Gilligans.

$43,000 Life insurance check 
for 12 years of service

O n o n
P A R T S  ·  S E R V I C E  ·  S A L E S

A life insurance check worth of 
$43,000 was given to the family 
of the late Susana Santos in ap­
preciation of her 12 years of dedi­
cated service to the CNMI gov­
ernment.

In a brief ceremony held at the 
Public School System central of­
fice on Tuesday, April7, aplaque 
from the Board of Education was 
also presented to Antonio S. 
Santos, husband of Susana.

The late Susana A. Santos 
worked for nine years with the 
PSS Chamorro Bilingual Program 
as Administrative Assistant when 
she passed away on February 12, 
this year. She also worked for 
two years with the CNMI Legisla­
ture, and one year with the CNMI 
Personnel Office.

Lt. Governor Benjamin T. 
Manglona headed the presenta­
tion together with Robert E.

Stroud, President of the Indi­
vidual Assurance Company based 
in Kansas City, Missouri; Bill 
Villa, Pacific Region Director of 
the Individual Assurance Com­
pany stationed in Honolulu; and 
Antonio T. Salas, who handles 
insurance claims at the CNMI 
Personnel Office.

Representing Commissioner of 
Education William S. Torres at the 
ceremony were Deputy Commis- 
sioneroflnstructionRitaA. Sablan, 
AssistantDeputyCommissionerfor 
Administration Margaret C. Dela 
Cruz, Staff Serv ices Officer Phil! ip 
David, and Director of the PSS 
Chamorro Bilingual Program 
Dolores I. Marciano.

Ms. Santos is survived by her 
husband Antonio, Dean/Director 
of the Lands Grant Program at the 
Northern Marianas College, and 
two children.

D IA L 2 3 3 -O N A N  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P O W E R  N E E D S6 β 2 β

' M i d - P a c  M i c r o n e s i a ,  I n c .

U p p er Ht-vyay, G arapan  
P .O . B o x  P P P  2 9 8  S a ip a n ,  
M P  9 6 9 5 0  
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2 3 4 - 0 4 7 5 / 2 3 3 - 6 6 2 7  
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Market Micronesia, Inc.
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N o r t h  K o r e a n  l e a d e r  g iv e n  n e w  t i t le  
in  a p p a r e n t  m o v e  t o  b o l s t e r  p o s it io nCelebrA

Be one of selected concessionaire to do 
business in the 1992 Liberation Day 

festivities. This year promises the best daily 
activities during the 30 days CNMI wide spirit 

of cheerful celebration.

This is the real Teimpon Minagof and you 
must register your interest to operate a 

concession booth today.

PREVISES :Am«rlcan Memorial Park, Garapan
DATE beginning Juiu 5 thru July 5,1992

CONCESSIONS :Umlted to 40 Booths

ACTSVTFIES rAjimsomont r id es - feumpan c a r s , m erry-
go-round, 4  w h e e le rs , go -ca rts , h orse  
hack ridings, e tc .

ílESiSTRAHOñl m

Phons

: 2 3 4 -1 1 8 0  /  Ottica of the Mayor 
: 2 3 4 -5 8 8 0 1 Norman Tenorio 

: 2 3 4 -8208  or 2 3 4 /6 2 8 0

INVITATION TO BID 
D P W 9 2 - I T B - 0 0 2 2 0

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b l ic  W o rk s  is  s o l ic i t in g  se a led  b id s  
fo r  th e  C o n s tru c t io n  o f  P ro p o s e d  S u su p e  C o m m u n ity  and  
S o c ia l H a l l  E x te n s io n , S u su p e , C o m m o n w e a lth  o f  the  

I N o r th e rn  M a r ia n a  Is la n d s . B id s  in  d u p lic a te  w i l l  be ac- 
| c e p te d  in  th e  O f f ic e  o f  th e  C h ie f  o f  P ro c u re m e n t &  S u p p ly  

at L o w e r  B a se , S a ip a n  u n t i l  2 :0 0  p .m .,  lo c a l t im e , T h u rs ­
d a y , A p r i l  1 6 ,1 9 9 2 ,  a t w h ic h  t im e  a n d  p la c e  th e  b id s  w i l l  
be p u b l ic ly  o p e n e d  a n d  re a d  a lo u d . A n y  b id s  re c e iv e d  a fte r  
the  a b o v e  t im e  w i l l  n o t  be  a c c e p te d  u n d e r  a n y  c ir c u m ­
stances.

A  b o n d  o f  1 5 %  o f  the  to ta l b id  p r ic e  m u s t a c c o m p a n y  the  
b id . T h is  s e c u r ity  m a y  be  a C e r t i f ie d  C h e c k , C a s h ie r ’ s 
C h e c k , B id  b o n d  o r  o th e r  fo r m  a c c e p ta b le  to  the  G o v e rn ­
m e n t m a d e  p a y a b le  to  th e  T re a s u re r , C o m m o n w e a lth  o f  the  
N o r th e rn  M a r ia n a  Is la n d s  w ith  a n o ta t io n  on  the  fa ce  o f  the  
c h e c k : “ C re d it  A c c o u n t  N o . 1 4 5 3 ” .

T h e  b id d e r  is re q u ire d  to  s u b m it w i th  h is  p ro p o s a l, a c o p y  
o f  h is  b u s in e ss  p e rm it  as a c o m p lia n c e  w ith  the  C o n tra c to r ’ s 
R e g is t ra t io n  and L ic e n s in g  L a w s  o f  the  C o m m o n w e a lth  o f  
the  N o r th e rn  M a r ia n a  Is la n d s .

S p e c if ic a t io n s  a n d  p la n s  o f  th e  p ro je c t  are a v a ila b le  o n  o r  
a f te r  A p r i l  10, 1 99 2 , a t T e c h n ic a l S e rv ic e s  D iv is io n ,  D e ­
p a r tm e n t o f  P u b lic  W o rk s  in  S a ip a n . A  n o n - re fu n d a b le  
p a y m e n t o f  $ 7 5 .0 0  is re q u ire d  f o r  e a ch  se t. P re -b id  c o n fe r ­
e nce  f o r  th is  p ro je c t  w i l l  be  h e ld  a t 2 :0 0  p .m ., lo c a l t im e , 
F r id a y ,  A p r i l  1 4 , 1 9 9 2 ,  a t th e  T e c h n ic a l S e rv ic e s  D iv is io n ,  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b lic  W o rk s  on  S a ip a n .

A t te n t io n  is  c a lle d  to  the  L a b o r  S ta n d a rd s  P ro v is io n s  fo r  
W a g e  R a te  D e te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  C N M I  C la s s if ic a t io n  and  
S a la ry  S tru c tu re  P la n s , a n d  p a y m e n t o f  n o t  less th a n  th e  
m in im u m  s a la r ie s  a n d  w a g es  as se t fo r th  in  the  S p e c if ic a ­
t io n s  m u s t  b e  p a id  o n  th is  p ro je c t .

A l l  b id  d o c u m e n ts  re c e iv e d  s h a ll be  th e  s o le  p ro p e r ty  o f  the  
G o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  N o r th e rn  M a r ia n a  Is la n d s  w i th  the  
e x c e p tio n  o f  b id  b o n d s , c e r t i f ie d  c h e c k s  o r  c a s h ie r ’ s c h e c k  
w h ic h  w i l l  be re tu rn e d  to  th e  b id d e rs  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  the  
s p e c if ic a t io n s  s e c tio n , “ In s t ru c t io n  to  B id d e rs ”  P age 1-2, 
P a ra g rap h  N o . 0 5 , B id  G u a ra n te e .

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t re se rve s  th e  r ig h t  to  re je c t  a n y  o r  a ll  b id s  
a n d  to  w a i v e  a n y  im p e r fe c t io n  in  th e  b id  p ro p o s a l in  the  
in te re s t o f  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  o f  th e  N o r th e rn  M a r ia n a  
Is la n d s .
/s/Elizabeth  h. sa la s-bala jad ia
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
2/1/92 (iwdvid. a m

TOKYO (AP) - North Korean 
President Kim II Sung was 
awarded the new title of gener­
alissimo Monday in an apparent 
move to reaffirm his position as 
paramount leader of the isolated 
communist state.

The announcement comes two 
days before celebrations for Kim 
II Sung’s 80th birthday and amid 
reports that Kim’s son and heir 
apparent Kim Jong II also will 
given new responsibilities.

The report by the official North 
Korean Central News Agency 
monitored inTokyo said the deci­
sion to name Kim generalissimo 
was made by the central commit­
tee of the ruling (Communist)

workers party and other govern­
ment groups.

It was not immediately clear what 
new responsibilities, if any, thenew 
titlecarried. Generalissimo usually 
refers to the supreme commander 
of a country’s armedforces.apower 
Kim already enjoys.

Kim, called “Great Leader, ” 
has been ruler of the regimented 
totalitarian North Korean regime 
since 1948.

The decision to bestow Kim 
with a new title runs counter to 
speculation that the older Kim 
would transfer power to his son in 
the near future. The junior Kim 
already runs the day-to-day af­
fairs of the party and state and is

No. 2 after his father in the mili­
tary.

South Korea’s national news 
agency Yonhap reported Mon­
day that junior Kim is likely to be 
given the title of marshall of the 
armed forces, the title his father 
currently holds.

Yonhap said the son would be 
given his new title on April 25, 
the founding day of North Ko­
rean armed forces.

South Korean officials who 
monitor North Korean broadcasts 
said Monday’s announcement 
followed two days of extensive 
commentary in the North Korean 
media that a major, significant 
announcement was forthcoming.

© S i in e s e  p r e s i d e n t  l e a v e s
f o r  M o r t i ! P i« S i t

BEIJING (AP) - President Yang 
Shangkun left Monday for North 
Korea to attend 80th birthday 
celebrations for North Korean 
President Kim II Sung, official 
media reported.

Yang was scheduled to be in 
North Korea for five days, the 
state-run Xinhua News Agency 
said. This is Yang’s third visit to 
North Korea.

Thecollapseof the Soviet Union 
has left China as the only major 
supporter of the hard-line Com-

munist leadership in Pyongyang.
Kim made a 10-day visit to 

China last October to seek aid for 
his stagnant state-run economy. 
Before facing serious economic 
problems of its own, the fomter 
Soviet Union had been North 
Korea’s main aid donor and trade 
partner.

It was not known if China of­
fered any assistance to Kim during 
his visit to China.

While continuing to express 
support for North Korea, China

also has moved to improve trade 
links with Pyongyang’s rival gov­
ernment in Seoul.

On Sunday, South Korean For­
eign Minister Lee Sang-ock arrived 
in Beijing for the first visit to China 
by a South Korean official of his 
rank.

Lee came to attend a U.N. gath­
ering on economic development in 
Asia, but he also planned to discuss 
normalization of relations between 
China and South Korea with Chi­
nese Foreign MinisterQianQichen.

A u s t r a l i a  r e s u m e s  a i d  t o  V i e t n a m
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) - 

Australia is resuming its aid program 
for Vietnam after a break of almost 
13 years.

Treasurer John Dawkins and In­
dustry Minister John Button were to 
inform Vietnamese Prime Minister

Vo Van Kiet of the decision in Hanoi 
on Monday. Australia is offering 
Vietnam a four-year program worth 
100 million dollars (SP760 million), 
Trade and Overseas Development 
Minister John Kerin said Sunday.

Australia suspended aid in 1979,

the year after Vietnam invaded Cam­
bodia, and said it would not resume 
until Vietnam withdrew its faces.

The program will begin with a 4,- 
million-dollar (S 3 million) grant for 
commodities, malaria control and 
training programs.

P.O. BOX 812, SAIPAN, MP 96950 
(Garapan, next to Marianas Review)

TEL. 233-2275/234-3401
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Conservation officials fear degradation of wildlife in CNMI
byTeri M. Flores

The future of five proposed 
wildlife conservation areas in the 
Northern Marianas continues to 
remain uncertain and Fish and 
Wildlife officials say that it may 
be in jeopardy unless several 
measures are implemented to 
assure that the lands will not be­

come part of proposed site devel­
opments.

Cliff Rice, a wildlife biologist 
in the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife said the future of pro­
posed conservation areas on 
Tapotchao and the Marpi and 
Naftan areas on Saipan will re­
main in jeopardy unless the 
Marianas Public Land Corpora­

tion (MPLC) decides to grant the 
deeds of the said land to the Di­
vision of Fish and Wildlife 
(DFW).

Gaining hold of the deeds to 
the said conservation areas is the 
only safeguard Fish and Wildlife 
officials have at the moment to 
assure that the proposed con­
servation areas will be used as

G a r a p a n  V i d e o  S h o p  
r a i d e d  f o r  p o r n o g r a p h y

by Efren T. Dayauon

A Garapan video shop owner is 
now in trouble with authorities 
when a concerned citizen reported 
to the police on Saturday that the 
establishment, clandestinely 
known as Shop Shadow, allowed 
a fourteen year old girl into the 
shop while an obscene video 
footage was being shown.

Initial investigations reveal that 
the shop which is reportedly 
owned by a Chinese businessman 
specializes in adult literature and 
other pornographic materials.

Police said the owner fled from 
the establishment Mien authori­
ties came to investigate but the 
attendant identified as Yiu Ting 
Chung was taken in for ques­
tioning. The magazines and video 
tapes being sold or rented by the 
shop was also confiscated by the 
police.

Police Chief Tony Reyes said a 
case of child pornography was 
also filed against the owner of the 
shop.

Meanwhile, a Trukese worker 
employed by Saipan Manufac­
turing Inc. was seriously injured 
when a co-worker and compatriot 
struck him with a pole after both 
figured in a heated argument last 
Saturday afternoon.

Police said Ruben G. Asterio 
was taken to the Commonwealth 
Health Center with a swollen right 
face and according to the report 
he might be transported to Guam 
f a  possible surgery. His assailant 
reportedly fled after the attack on 
Asterio.

Authorities are now looking for 
the unidentified assailant.

In other news: Another Tmkese

$ave
E nergy

Try using clear finish light 
bulbs rather than frosted bulbs 
in shaded fixtures where glare 
from the visible filament 
won't be a problem. You'll 
find that you can use some­
what lower wattage clear bulbs 
and st¡1.1 maintain the same 
level of illumination.

A service of this publica­
tion and the Commonwealth 
Energy Office. For more 
energy saving tips call 322- 
9236 or visit the Energy 
Office on Capitol Hill.

national complained to authori­
ties also, last Saturday that a 
Filipino employed at Mama’s 
Shoe Store assaulted him after a 
heated argument sparked by the 
victim ’ s complaints about an item 
he bought from the store.

Apparently, the Filipino as-

sailant identified as Harry B. 
Maravilla did not like the victim’s 
griping thus, he hurled a stone on 
Johnny S. Suda and also punched 
the complainant on the head.

Maravilla was taken into cus­
tody and booked because of the 
complaint filed by Suda.

such.
At present, the DFW has title 

to the Bird Island and Kagman 
wildlife conservation areas both 
of which is the habitat of a vari­
ety of native forest birds. The 
Kagman area is also one of 
Saipan’s remaining sea turtle 
nesting beaches.

Effort is also being exerted to 
have the MPLC approve a pro­
posed conservation area on 
Tinian’s east coast and one on 
Rota’s I Chenchon area. Rice 
said the 2.5 million square me­
ters of land in Rota has been 
determined to be the only nesting 
site in the southern Marianas of 
the red footed booby e or the Lua ’o 
Talisai. It is also known to be a 
roosting site of frigate birds and 
several other bird species such as 
the paya’ya, the noddies and the 
fagpi.

The concern is not only limited 
to preserving the existing wild­

life but, Rice is also concerned 
of the impact development may 
have on areas that have been des­
ignated as wildlife habitats.

“We have a moral and a legal 
obligation to preserve these lands 
because the endangered species 
that are inhabiting these conser­
vation areas are part of the culture 
and heritage of the Northern 
Marianas,” Rice said.

The decision to preserve the 
wildlife conservation areas 
should eventually, be made now 
before it is already too late and 
Rice said there are not many 
choices to chose from.

“This is a quality of life issue. 
The change is just too fast that 
people take for granted what they 
have now.

People will realize the need to 
have these open spaces particu­
larly when the time comes when 
Saipanhas already become a 
highly urbanized area,” Rice said.

1992 Model Production
Nissan
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SECRETARY’S WEEK  
IS APRIL 22* to 25 th

·>№>№> MHS students excel in ant wonk
Inspired under the principle 

“Life is short, art is forever” for 
the past academic year, student 
artists of Marianas High School 
received community-wide rec­
ognition for their efforts.

Donald Camacho won the first 
place award for the Department 
of Environmental Quality’s 
poster and theme contest and will 
have his portrayal of a “trashed- 
out world” featured on posters 
and stickers next month during 
the CNMI-wide environment 
awareness drive.

Min Young Yun won the PSS 
Special Sports Competition 
poster and program logo design 
last month while Lisa Suda took 
first runner-up.

In an interview, PSS Commis­
sioner William S. Torres pointed 
out that that this month’s All 
Schools Art Exhibit continues a 
visual exhibit tradition started

about five years ago “but there is 
a trend for a greater complexity 
and experimenting with more 
techniques”.

He cited the work of MHS stu­
dent winner Hae Won Lee’s ren­
dition of the Women on the Mon­
golian steppe by air brush was an 
example of this.

PSS Art Program Coordinator 
Noel Quitugua added that “Hae 
Won Lee’s work was a striking 
and welcome departure from the 
expected and it took ‘Best of 
Show’.”

He also said that the renewed 
emphasis of Commissioner 
Torres on the arts at MHS this 
year through ’staff additions 
and resource purchases, the 
students have stepped into 
another medium to express 
themselves and their inter­
pretations o f  people and 
events o f time.

S a y  “T H A N K S ” T o  Y o u r  
G R E A T  S E C R E T A R Y

O r d e r  N o w ! O r d e r  N o w !

(Left to right) M HS Art Instructor Wesley Foster, M l Young Yu, Donakf 
Camacho and U s · Suda pose beskte there winning entries.

F l y i n g  t o  G u a m  . . .  t h e  c h o i c e  i s  y o u r s . "

James Pangelinan 
Passenger Service Agent

We're now giving you 
more reasons to choose 

Northwest to Guam.
^  Direct flights to Guam  depart Saipan at 6 : 3 0  a .m . and  

arrive back  on Saipan at 6 : 5 0  p.m . It's perfect for a  
full d ay  of business or pleasure!

^  Executive-Class Service on Every Flight.

^  1 ,5 0 0  WorldPerks M iles Round Trip.

^  25%  Bonus WorldPerks M iles for Executive C lass.
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A g r i c u l t u r e  h a m p e r e d  

b y  i n c r e a s i n g  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  C N M I
by Teri M. Flores
Farming is becoming a risky 

business to engage in in the 
Northern Marianas. Aside from 
the onslaught of droughts and ty­
phoons common in this side of the 
Pacific, farmers are now confined 
in their activities not only as a 
result of the limited farmlands 
available to them but also to a 
market which is sometimes un­
able to sustain the quantity of 
their produce.

Gene Santos, Deputy Director 
for the Department of Natural 
Resources traces the slowdown 
in farming activities to the scar­
city of good farmlands which have 
already either been leased or have 
been designated as future home­
stead sites.

Santos said there are also in­
stances when farmers have to 
contend with the low prices com­
mercial establishments pay them 
for their produce. He said this 
happens when the market is 
"flooded" with the same root crops 
from farmers who prefer to plant 
cash return crops such as water­
melons, cabbages and cucumbers.

Many of Saipan farmers plant 
crops which are harvestable within 
the 60 to 90 day period and ac­
cording to Santos only about 10 
farmers are producing a variety of 
crops such as broccoli, carrots 
and bell peppers - produce some 
of which are imported from the 
U.S.

Santos said farming in the 
Northern Marianas will become 
more limited in the future since 
many of those who used to en­
gage in it both as an avocation or 
as a business are shifting their

interest brought about by the 
change in the economy.

"This is an area we have to look 
into because if we import more 
produce from the Mainland or 
from Guam, we are actually 
spending money instead of keep­
ing it in the CNMI," Santos said.

The changes can now be felt on 
Saipan. Unlike before when the 
produce of Saipan farmers were 
sufficient enough for the market, 
commercial establishments now 
have to import rootcrops from 
Tinian and Rota to augment the 
needs of Saipan's populace.

Rota farmers do not only im­
port crops to Saipan but, they also 
have market on Guam where there 
is a high demand for rootcrops 
such as taro and sweet potatoes.

The quality of these rootcrops 
is no longer a concern to Guam 
consumers. Santos said people 
will buy the produce because they 
need it and not because they meet 
the standards used as a basis to 
determine the quality of the pro­
duce.

In an effort to assist CNMI 
farmers, the DNR has maintained 
several programs which provide 
farmers with not only the techni­
cal expertise but also with the 
equipment necessary to maintain 
a farmland.

In cooperation with the North­
ern Marianas College's Land 
Grant Division, farmers can avail 
of the expertise of agronomists, 
entomologists and other special­
ists who are readily available to 
assist them. Rental equipment is 
also available to these farmers at 
at minimal cost.

S o m e w h e r e  

s o m e b o d y  n e e d s  h e l p . .  

B e c a u s e

s o m e w h e r e  i s  c l o s e r  

t h a n  y o u  t h i n k .

Please support your 
local chapter.
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“ F r i e n d s ”  

i n  U S . . .
continued from page 1
denying this in the past and this 
would still be our reason unless the 
govemorchangeshis position,’ said 
Manglona, in a telephone conver­
sation with the Variety late 
yesterday afternoon.

Governor Guerrero is currently 
off-island on a trade mission to 
Taiwan and Korea in an effort to 
stimulate more investment from 
the two Asian nations into the 
CNML

“We are studying this request at 
the moment and since the governor 
is expected to come back from the 
trade mission by Wednesday or 
Thursday, we may have to decide 
on this by that time,” Manglona 
pointed out

In their letter, Miller and De Lugo 
cited that under Section 3 (b) of US 
Public Law 98-213, the CNMI, as 
of January 1, 1985, is required to 
maintain as amatterofpublicrecord

the name and address of each per­
son receiving a tax rebate.

“We would appreciate your as­
sistance in sending us the list of 
those individuals receiving rebates 
from 1985 to 1991, along with the 
pertinent information no later than 
May 4,1992,” the April 6th letter 
read.

On the other hand, the April 2 
letter expressed concern over the 
treatment and payment of workers 
in Saipan’s garment industry after 
media reports had it that “slave 
labor” conditions exist therein.

It sought answers to a list con­
taining 12 questions which the duo 
said may help their Committee 
“understand the real situation.” 

The US Department of Labor is 
currently locked in a lawsuit with 
some six garment firms owned by 
Saipan businessman Willie Tan in 
the US District Court 

Observers say the questions were 
of “very comprehensive” nature 
seemingly in preparation for some 
sort of appropriate action.

‘To me, what they’re doing is 
they want to get some information 
as members of Congress, and that

is basically what the letter is. What 
we’re doing is we’re preparing a 
response,” said Manglona.

He disclosed that he instructed 
the Department of commerce and 
Labor to start looking into the 
queries brought out. Among the 
questions were on the number of 
alien workers presently in the 
Commonwealth, in what category 
of business they are in, names of 
garment factory owners and offi­
cials, and other particulars cen­
tered on the garment industry.

“As soon as we have compiled 
our answers, we will be respond­
ing to them,” said Manglona.

When asked about his com­
ment on the current relationship 
the CNMI government has with 
Miller and De Lugo, Manglona 
stressed that the two have always 
been considered as friends of the 
CNMI and will remain as such.

“We’ll continue to askfor their 
support regardless of any differ­
ences in the interpretation of 
some issues. We will maintain 
our friendship with them and 
continue to dialogue,” he indi­
cated.

S a i p a n ’s

s l a u g h t e r h o u s e . .

continued from page 1
mates had it that the facility may 
be worth about half a million 
dollars as of the present.

Another such facility is being 
operated in Tinian, while another 
one in Rota was closed down to 
give way for a harbor expansion 
project.

Sometime in 1985, the facility 
was approved to be under USDA 
standards. It averaged around 225 
heads of hogs and 10 heads of 
cattle per annum, a figure which 
Dela Cruz termed as “very low.”

According to Dela Cruz, the 
slaughterhouse is important to 
livestock producers on Saipan 
because without such a facility, 
they can not sell meat products to 
hotels, stores, restaurants, and 
other outlets unless their livestock 
are slaughtered in a USDA-ap- 
proved facility.

Also, the meat they would be 
selling should pass USDA in­
spection as conducted by the 
island’s USDA inspectors, 
namely Dela Cruz, in his capacity 
as veterinary inspector and an­
other Roman DL. Guerrero as lay 
inspector.

According to Dela Cruz, while 
the Saipan facility was closed meat 
products had to be imported from 
Tinian, Guam, Hawaii, the US 
mainland, Australia, and New 
Zealand.

“When the slaughterhouse 
opens, consumers would have 
freshly slaughtered meat avail­
able to them in the island’s 
numerous meat outlets,” said Dela

Cruz.
The Animal Health Industry 

Division of the Department of 
Natural Resources is in charge 
with the operation and mainte­
nance of the facility, aside from 
providing ante-mortem (before 
slaughter) and post-mortem (af­
ter slaughter) inspection to ensure 
that the quality of meat passes 
USDA standards.
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continued from page 1
the issue of the exclusive eco­
nomic zone whereby permits have 
to be secured from the US De­
partment of Commerce and State 
for them to engage in fishing 
within the CNMI waters.

Also, past experiences show that 
the CNMI can not provide an 
honest-to-goodness commercial 
f  arming due to the scarci ty of land 
and the high value of real estate.

Investors find out that farming 
may not be as viable as when they 
turn land into more profit through 
real estate development like con­
dominiums, hotels, and golf 
resorts.

“It would not be viable to go 
into agriculture when real estate 
prices are on an uptrend,” said 
Guerrero.

He indicated that should this 
not be the case, still it would not 
be enough to produce for export.

“We have looked into these in 
the past and we found it not to be 
feasible, so it really is an exercise 
in futility to go out there to induce 
investments in these areas,” said 
Guerrero.

The former speaker also said 
light manufacturing, such as that 
of watches, pharmaceuticals, bi­
cycles, and electrical products 
would not address the current 
needs of the CNMI because these 
are labor-intensive industries that 
would only worsen infrastructure 
problems currently being felt.

“I object to these types of in­
vestments because I believe we 
should put a stop on bringing in 
industries requiring more foreign 
labor. If we continue to bring them

in, we ’11 end up subsidizing their 
extra infrastructure requirements 
because of the tremendous num­
ber of people coming in,” he said.

According to Guerrero for a 
mission to benefit the CNMI 
economy, the area of financial 
investment should be looked into 
as in the experience of Hong 
Kong.

The CNMI has all the conve­
niences of modem transportation, 
and excellent communications 
facilities, and is therefore be­
lieved to have a potential for a 
healthy financial center.

“We may be able to tap most of 
the financial activities of Hong 
Kong. This area requires less la­
bor, aside from providing a huge 
investment,” said Guerrero.

Also, this type of activity, ac­
cording to the former speaker, 
would prepare CNMI students’ 
with appropriate business careers 
attuned to the times.

It was believed that most stu­
dents are presently eyeing degrees 
in business, economics, finance 
and law, in deviation to manu­
facturing.

“If these industries are en­
couraged, these jobs will be 
available for the local populace 
and these would be coming back 
to the islands to pursue careers 
they studied for,” said Guerrero.

“If we don’t prepare for them 
and just go into manufacturing, 
then we’re not getting into the 
type of interest our young people 
have,” he asserts.

According to him, a random 
sampling of students would show 
that most of them are aspiring to 
become professionals, lawyers, 
and not carpenters, and skilled 
workers.
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Japan already headed out of recession, M iyazawa says
TOKYO (AP) - Despite the 

pessimism prevailing in Tokyo’s 
stock market, Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa said Monday he 
believed Japan’s current economic 
slump has bottomed out.

Miyazawa said that although the 
recession was “fairly severe,” he 
believed the economy had hit 
bottom in the first quarter of the 
year and was headed for recovery.

“It’s the dark before the dawn,” 
he told reporters in a televised 
news conference.

The upbeat assessment, com­
ing in the hour before the market 
closed, apparently did not gener­

ate much optimism among stock 
investors. The 225-issue Nikkei 
Stock Average fell 614.01 points, 
or 3.44 percent, closing at 
17,236.65 points in a sharp re­
versal from Friday’s 
1,252.51-point rebound from 5 
1/2-year lows.

Traders said the plunge was 
caused by arbitrage selling. 
Arbitrage, meant to take advan­
tage of price differences between 
the spot and futures markets, 
tends to cause exaggerated de­
clines when trading volume is 
low. On Monday, an estimated 
280million shares changed hands

in light trading. Recent economic 
news hasn’t been encouraging.

On top of a record number of 
bankruptcies, plunging corporate 
earnings and a 30 percent fall in 
Tokyo share prices since the be­
ginning of the year, most recent 
figures show the economy con­
tracting slightly in the last quarter 
of 1991.

“I think he’s a bit optimistic as 
to when the economy will re­
cover,” Adrian E. Tschoegl, 
senior economist at SBCI Securi­
ties (Asia), said of Miyazawa’s 
assessment of the recession.

Share prices have been steadily

drifting lower for more than two 
years, leading many economists 
and some prominent politicians 
to urge the government to do more 
to stimulate the economy.

•The most pessimistic forecasts 
anticipate a recovery late in the 
year.

But Miyazawa said he did not 
plan any major policy initiatives 
beyond the increased public 
spending in the budget for the fis­
cal year that began April 1 and the 
Bank of Japan’s recent cut in its 
key lending rate, by 0.75 percentage 
point to 3.75 percent.

“It’s up to the Bank of Japan, but

I don’t expect interest rates to fall 
further,” he said.

Miyazawa said a labor shortage 
and healthy levels of consumer 
spending indicated that the cur­
rent economic downturn was not 
as serious as past ones. There are 
still 120-130 job offers for every 
100 job applicants, unlike the level 
of 60-70 job offers during the 
most recent slump in 1986-1987, 
he noted.

“Through my 30 or 40 years of 
experience in government, Japan 
has weathered this kind of eco­
nomic slump many times,” he 
said.

S i x  s t u d e n t s  j o i n  I K S  a t  R o t a  H ig h
Six students formally joined the 

National Honor Society of Rota 
High School during its 2nd annual 
induction ceremony held last 
Thursday, April 9.

LawrenceS. Mesngon, Dwayne 
Edward Maratita, Joshua Lusa, 
Connie FaeMendiola, Carmen A. 
Sablan, and Frances S. Mesngon 
who are all eleventh graders were 
inducted at the newly-built Round 
House in Songsong Village.

Keynote Speaker Lt. Governor 
Benjamin T. Manglona congrat­
ulated the students for making it 
to the prestigious association, and 
said the National Honor Society is 
a good program because it stresses, 
“leadership, scholarship, service, 
and character.”

Manglona told the students that

they ’re the future leaders of Rota, 
and challenged them to pursue 
college education so they can re­
turn to contribute to their island 
someday.

Other dignitaries present at the 
induction ceremony included 
PSS Liaison Officer in Rota Jesus 
Taisague, representing Com­
missioner of Education William 
S. Torres; Board of Education 
member from Rota Fermin 
Atalig; Chairman of the Rota 
Municipal Council Isaac Calvo, 
Jr.; Councilman Vicente Atalig; 
Rota High School PTA President 
Ignacio Mesngon; Rota High 
PTA treasurer Mariano Sablan; 
Mrs. Magdalena Manglona, the 
Lt. Governor’s wife; teacher; 
and parents. Serving the hot lunch to those hungry students during the MHS Culturai Day festivities last Saturday
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The first daily  
new spaper on Saipan, 
will be distributed to 
stores and other outlets. 
It will a lso  be delivered 
early in the morning to 
homes, offices, 
businesses and other 
Subscribers on the 
island.

^.Advertisers are 
encouraged to use this 
best opportunity to reach 
their prospective markets 
daily.
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Human Rights Group denounces government for militia actions
MANILA, Philippines (AP) - 

A militia organized by President 
Corazon Aquino’s government 
abuses human rights with im­
punity and its members are “little 
better than thugs,” the respected 
Asia Watch said Monday.

The U.S.-based human rights 
organization said in »report that 
it had documented dozens of 
killings, abductions, beatings and 
other abuses by the Civilian 
ArmedForces Geographical Unit 
on Mindanao, the Philippines’ 
second largest island.

Asia Watch said the militia was 
“most easily exploited by local 
political warlords.” The Com­
mission on Elections has 
expressed fears that local politi­
cians will use the militia against 
their opponents in the May 11 
national election.

“The presence of militia in 
many communities appears not 
to have quelled local conflict, but 
has served to stimulate fear, 
mutual distrust and communal 
violence,” Asia Watch said. “As 
long as the government recruits 
and arms a civilian militia force 
and then fails to prosecute 
members of that force who vio­
late the law, it is complicit in

PUBLIC NOTICE 
In the Superior Court of the 

Commonwealth of die 
Northern Mariana Islands

CIVIL ACTION NO. 91-317 
HERMAN B. CABRERA & 
ASSOCIATES,

Plaintiff,
vs.

TADASHIIIDA and IIDA 
KIKAKU CO., LTD., 

Defendants.

NOTICE OF 
EXECUTION SALE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that, pursuant to a Writ of Ex­
ecution issued by the Court in 
this matter on December 16, 
1991,1 will sell, at public auc­
tion, to the highest bidder, for 
current lawful money of the 
United States, all of the right 
title, and interest of Defendant 
Tadashi Iida and Iida Kikaku 
Co., LTD., in and to the follow­
ing property:

One (1) Toyota Previa Van, 
White Color
License Plate No. AAT-125, 
1991 Model;
The sale will be held on Friday, 
April 24, 1992, at the hour of 
10:00 a.m., at the Police Station 
in Susupe, Saipan, Northern 
Mariana Islands.
The sale will be held without 
any warranties whatsoever, 
whether express or implied, all 
of which are hereby expressly 
disclaimed. The sale is subject 
to approval by the Court. The 
right is reserved to reject any 
and all bids for any reason. 
DATED: April 9,1992.

. /s/P03 Ronald San Nicolas 
Dcla Cruz 

Department of Public Safety
(1586)4/14*17

S a v e  P o w e r  a  t t f c t e r

these abuses.”
Mrs. Aquino sharply criticized 

the late President Ferdinand 
Marcos for his use of a militia, the 
Civilian Home Defense Force, and 
promised to abolish it when she 
took office in the 1986 uprising 
that toppled Marcos.

After disbanding the CHDF, 
however, she established the new 
militia, bringing members of the 
Marcos-era force into its ranks.

There was no immediate com­
ment from the government on the 
latest charge of human rights 
abuses. Mrs. Aquino criticized as 
unfair a recent Amnesty Interna­
tional report, which included some 
of the same findings.

Asia Watch said its findings 
were based cm investigations in 
the nrovinces of Asusan del Sur,

Surigao del Sur, Agusan del Norte 
and Bukidnon in January and 
February. The Communist New 
People’s Army operates in the 
provinces.

The report said abuses were 
connected not only with military 
operations against the rebels, but 
also were committed for personal 
and political reasons even in areas 
where the insurgency no longer 
poses a threat.

It said a Roman Catholic priest, 
the Rev. Nery Lito Satur, was 
killed last October by a group of 
anti-Communist cultists and a 
militia member for leading a 
campaign against illegal logging 
in Bukidnon.

It also said that selective 
recruitment in Agusan del Sur has 
led to the escalation of inter-tribal

violence. A Banwa’on tribe 
leader said Manobo tribesmen 
recruited into a militia unit have 
attacked his community to seize 
land in the guise of anti-insur­
gency operations.

Col. Alexander Noble, in­
volved in a 1990 coup attempt 
against Mrs. Aquino, was re­
sponsible for training Higaonon 
tribesmen as militia members, 
and about 200 of them supported 
his abortive rebellion on 
Mindanao.

But after Noble’s arrest, most 
of his Higaonon militia support­
ers were pardoned and 
reactivated within weeks, the 
report said.

Asia Watch said most of the 
abuses involved militiamen with­
out direct military supervision, but

using government-issued firearms.
It said screening procedures 

have failed to keep people with 
criminal records out of militia 
ranks.

“Asia Watch noted several 
cases where military authorities 
admitted that abuses ... were 
overlooked because the indi­
viduals were viewed as ‘useful’ 
in intelligence activities,” the re­
port said.

The report said that fearing re­
prisals, victims rarely go to the 
military, which supervises the 
militia.

“Unfortunately, redress for 
crimes by the militia continues 
to be beyond the grasp of the vast 
majority of its victims, poor 
peasants and illiterate tribespeo- 
ple,” Asia Watch said.

THREE 
REASONS YOU 

SHOULD CHOOSE IT
NG-DtSTANCE BOOTH

Convenient Locations.

Economical Direct-Dia! Rates

Open Long Hours
Y o u  ca n  u s e  d ire c t-d ia l 
A n d  to  m a k e  it e a s y  fo r  
w ith  c o n v e n ie n t h o u rs .

San Jose, Sablan Building
O pen 8 a.m. to  9 p.m. M onday - Friday 
O pen 8 a.m. to  7 p.m. Saturday 
O pen 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday

C h a la n  K a n o a , C la r is s a  s  F a s h io n s
O pen 8 a.m . to 10 p.m. M onday to  Saturday 
O pen 8 a.m . to  9 p.m. Sunday

The best choice.

ra te s  w h e n  y o u  c a ll fro m  o u r b o o th s , 
y o u , w e ’ve  o p e n e d  n e w  lo c a tio n s

San Antonio, Join Friends Gift Shop
O pen 9 a.m. to  12 midnight 7 days-a-w eek

C h a la n  P ia o , Is la n d  S n a c k  B a r
O pen 10 a.m . to  12 midnight 7 d ays-a-w eek

G u a lo  Rai, P o p 's  F o o d m a r t
O pen 9 a.m. to  11 p.m. 7 d ays-a-w eek

G a r a p a n ,  B e a c h  R o a d , G o ld e n  S ta r  L a m p  S h o p
O pen 9 a.m. to  12 midnight 7 d ays-a-w eek

OVERSEAS} INC· 8*bU r Bidg., San Jo m  234-8521
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MANAGER
1 STORE MANAGER - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.50- 
$8.00 per hour.
Contact: O & S ENTERPRISES. INC. 
dba SANGO NO IE/ THE HOUSE OF 
CORAL/LIM'S BURGER/LOTERIA/ 
TIFANNY DE. P.O. Box 5503 CHRB, 
Saipan, MP 96950 (4/21)T/7505.

1 ASSISTANT MANAGER - College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $5.77 
per hour.
Contact: ROMAN B. MATSUMOTO 
dba Garapan Safeway Manpower, P.O. 
box 1459, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/21)T/ 
7512.

1 ASSISTANT MANAGER - College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $800 
per month.
3 COOK - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.50 per hour.
5 WAITRESS (NITE CLUB) - High school 
equlv., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 
per hour.
2 SINGER (MALE & FEMALE) - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.50 - $3.00 per hour.
6 MUSICIANS (Max. of 6 persons) - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $2.50 - $3.00 per hour.
Contact: STRINGSTONE ENTER­
PRISE INC. dba BISTRO TEl, Caller 
Box 535, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/21 )T/ 
7510.

1 MANAGER, OPERATION 
1 MANAGER, PROMOTION - College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $1,800 
per month.
1 GENEFtAL MANAGER-Collegegrad.,
2 yrs. experience. Salary $2,000 per 
month.
Contact: JAMBO LTD., Caller Box PPP 
285, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/14)T/7435.

1 TECHNICAL MANAGER - College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $12.00 
per hour.
Contact: DONG WON ENTERPRISES, 
LTD. dba L.M.C. VIDEO STUDIO, P.O. 
Box 148, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/14)T/ 
7434.

2 SINGER -High school grad. 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary: $5.00 per hour. 
Contact: FREDDIE SAINTS dba 
FREDDIE SAINTS PRODUCTION, 
Caller Box PPP-530 Saipan, MP 96950 
(4/21 )T/7515.

GARMENTFACTORY

50 OVERLOOK SEWING MACHINE 
OPERATOR
50 SINGLE NEEDLE MACHINE OP­
ERATOR - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.50 per hour. 
Contact: UNITED INTERNATIONAL 
CORPORATION, P.O. Box 689, Saipan, 
MP 96950 (4/14)T/7433.

MISCELLANEOUS
2 GRAPHIC ARTIST 
1 BINDERY WORKER 
1 OFFSET PRESS OPERATOR - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.15 per hour.
Contact: MARIANAS PRINTING SER­
VICE INC., P.O. Box 438, Saipan, MP 
96950 (4/14)T/1517.

1 FRONT DESK CLERK - High school 
grad., 2yrs. experience. Salary$2.15- 
$3.00 per hour.
1 ELECTRICIAN-High school equiv., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 perhour. 
Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO COR­
PORATION, P.O. Box 3013, Saipan, 
MP 96950 (4/14)T/7432.

1 PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR-High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$5.50 - $8.50 par hour.
Contact: UNO MODA CORP., P.O. Box 
1847, Sam Antonio, Saipan, M? 95950 
(4/14)T/1620. ___________

1 COOK - High school equlv., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.50 per hour. 
Contact: VIDALS. & GLORIA D. REYES 
dba V & G ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box < 
305, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/21)T/7513.

1 DRAFTER - College grad., 2 yrs. ex­
perience. Salary $5.77 per hour. 
Contact: EMILIO P. QUIATCHON SR. 
dba EO CONSTRUCTION, P.O. Box 
1073, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/21 )T/7511.

6 JANITOR -High school grad. 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary: $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: MARIANO K. PANGELINAN 
dba ISLAND'S JANITORIAL SERVICE, 
P.O. Box 2395 Saipan, MP 96950 (4/ 
14)T/7438.

CLASSIFIED 
NEW ADS

1 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$3.00 per hour.
Contact: SAIPAN COMMUNITY
SCHOOL, P.O. Box 69, Saipan, MP 
96950 (4/28)T/7574.

2 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $2.50 - $3.50 per hour.
1 DRILLER (WATERWELL) - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$3.50 - $4.50 per hour.
Contact: UKRIT SIRIPRUSANAN dba 
GEOTESTING, INC., P.O. Box 505 
CHRB, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/28)T/7575.

1 ELECTRICIAN - High school grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $3.50 per hour. 
Contact: PACIFIC SECURITY ALARM, 
INC., Caller Box PPP Suite 152, Saipan, 
MP 96950 (4/7)T/7384.

1 ELECTRICIAN - High school equiv., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: MR. & MRS. JUANITO S. 
OCAMPO dba MBJ BUILDING CON­
STRUCTION, San Vicente Village, 
Saipan, MP 96950 (4/7)T/7382.

1 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. - College ■ 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $900 
per month.
Contact: AMERICAN KAfSER SHARE 
LTD., Caller Box AAA 520, Saipan, MP 
96950 (4/28)T/7578.

1 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER - College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $5.77 
per hour.
Contact: RODICO G. VIDAL dba R.V. 
ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 531, CHRB, 
Saipan, MP 96950 (4/28)T/7571.

10 CARPENTER 
10 MASON
5 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, BUILD­
ING
5 HOUSEWORKER - High school grad.,
2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 per 
hour.
Contact: NELIA S. MADLMEDUH dba 
MAYON ENTERPRISES, Caller Box 
AAA 239, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/28)T/ 
7571.

2 MASON - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: PACIFIC ENGINEERING & 
CONST., INC., P.O. Box 2172, Saipan, 
MP 96950 (4/28)T/7576.

5 (IRON WORKER) MACHINE 
PRESSER - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.50 per hour.
1 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $2.50 per hour.
Contact: ONWEL MFG(SAIPAN) LTD., 
P.O. Box 712, Saipan, MP 96950 (4/ 
28)T/7573.

11NTERPRETER-Collegegrad., 2yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: AMERICAN ADD CORP., 
Caller Box AAA 881, Saipan, MP 96950 
(4/7)T/7371.

1 (COMPUTER) TECHNICIAN-College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $1,000 
per month.
Contact: SAIPAN COMPUTER SER­
VICES, INC:/Caller Box PPP 1011, 
Saipan. MP 96950 (4/7)T/11482.

Pa c i f i c  L y k  
I s l a n d s

C l u b  saipan

Pacific Is lands C lub is seeking energetic career-m inded people  
to fill the following job vacancies:

A S S I S T A N T  C O N T R O L L E R
H otel accounting experience a must. D irects financial 

activities in receivables, payab le, revenue reports, 
and budgets.

CREDIT MANAGER
G ood com m unications skills, collections required. Hotel 

experience helpful.

P lease apply at the Personnel D ept., M onday-Frid ay from  
1 :00 am  to  3 :0 0  pm . Jap an ese  speaking not required. 

W a g e  com m ensurate w ith experience.

Benefits include: M edical Insurance, duty M ea l,
Paid  Vacation, S ick L eave , B irthday.

We comply with federal law by verifying the identity and work 
eligibility of all new hires on a non-discriminatory basis.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
_______________________  (1554) 4/6-7-8 13-14-15

WANT TO TRADE
income producing Tumon, Guam CONDO -near beach 

for
ocean view or near beach house, condo or property in Saipan, 

preferably in {Jte Caplfoi Hill or N avy Hill orec. 
322-5654 (Ffeaso b-sva mossaga) 3/31 4/3

F O R  S A L E
BRAND NEW 

4 3 0 0  lb.

VECTOR JEWELRY SAFE 
$8500

9 JEWELRY SHOWCASES WITH LIGHTS. 
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION - $750 EACH 

CALL NICK NICHOLS

234-7193 3/31 4/7-10-14-17-21

INVITATION TO BID
DPW92-ITB-00219

The Department of Public Works is soliciting sealed bids for the 
Construction of rota Baseball Field with Perimeter Chain Link 
Fence and Lighting, Rota, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. Bids in duplicate will be accepted in the Office of the Chief 
of Procurement & Supply at Lower Base, Saipan until 2:00 p.m., 
local time, Friday, April 21,1992, at which time and place the bids 
will be publicly opened and read aloud. Any bids received after the 
above time will not be accepted under any circumstances.

A bond of 10 %  of the total bid price must accompany the bid. This 
security may be a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check, Bid bond or 
other form acceptable to the Government made payable to the 
Treasurer, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands with a 
notation on the face of the check: “Credit Account No. 1453”.

The bidder is required to submit with his proposal, a copy of his 
business permit as a compliance with the Contractor’s Registration 
and Licensing Laws of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands.

Specifications and plans of the project are available on or after April 
07, 1992, at Technical Services Division, Department of Public 
Works in Saipan. A non-refundable payment of $ 125.00 is required 
for each set. Pre-bid conference for this project will be held at 2:00 
p.m., local time, Tuesday, April 21 1992, at the Technical Services 
Division, Department of Public Works on Saipan.

Attention is called to the Labor Standards Provisions for Wage Rate 
Determination of the CNMI Classification and Salary Structure 
Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum salaries and 
wages as set forth in the Specifications must be paid on this project.

All bid documents received shall be the sole property of the 
Government of the Northern Mariana Islands with the exception of 
bid bonds, certified checks or cashier’s check which will be 
returned to the bidders in accordance with the specifications 
section, “Instruction to Bidders” Page 12, Paragraph No. 05, Bid 
Guarantee.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any imperfection in the bid proposal in the interest of the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

/s/ELIZABETH H. SALAS-BALAJADIa  
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

____________  (1548) 4/3,7,10 A  14

YOU GET R ESU LTS... in thé Classifieds
Classified rea d ers  m ake  g reat custom ers b ecau se  

they're  alert, inform ed and e a g e r to do  business. 
M ake a call to p lace  your ad w h ere  serious custom ers look..

TUESDAY, APRIL 14,1992 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-15

R o t a  s e n i o r  s t u d e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
C N M I  a t  B e r k e l e y  S c i e n c e  L a b

A Rota High School senior will 
represent the CNMI in the 1992 
High School Science Student 
Honors Program at Lawrence 
Berkeley Laboratory in California 
in June and July of this year.

Education Commissioner Wil­
liam S. Torres made this an­
nouncement in a special ceremony 
held at Blue Peninsula Hotel's 
conference room in Rota last 
Friday, April 10.

Renee Ayuyu Mendiola was 
chosen to attend the said program 
after winning an "Academic Ex­
cellence in Math and Science".

During the ceremony, Com­
missioner Torres handed 
Mendiola a certificate of recog­
nition for becoming the first stu­
dent from Rota and the 2nd CNMI 
student to attend the program 
sponsored by by the U.S. De­
partment of Energy.

Mendiola who is a member of 
the National Honor Society atRota 
High School won the said schol­
arship last school year, Education 
Commissioner said.

Mendiola,17, is the daughter of 
Juan and Balphina Mendiola of 
Teneto Village in Rota.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
In the Superior Court of the 

Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands

CIVIL ACTION NO. 91-833

CONWOOD PRODUCTS, INC., 
Plaintiff,
-v-

SYNERGY INTERNATIONAL 
INC.,

Defendant

SECOND AMENDED NOTICE 
OF SALE 

NOTICEIS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Writ of Execution is­
sued by the Court in this matter on 
December 19, 1991,1 have levied 
and executed upon, and will sell, at 
public auction, to the highest bid­
der, for current lawful money of the 
United States, all of the right, title, 
and interest of Defendant in and to 
the following property: a 1988 
Toyota Hilux pickup, color white, 
with heavy-duty bed and equipment 
box sides, license plate no. AAB- 
746.
The sale will be held on Friday, 
April 24, 1992, at the hour of 1:30 
pjn., at the DPS Impound Lot in 
Susupe, Saipan, Northern Mariana 
Islands. The property may be in­
spected at any time prior to the sale, 
by prior arrangement with the un­
dersigned.
The sale will be held without any 
warranties whatsoever, whether, 
express or implied, all of which are 
hereby expressly disclaimed. The 
sale is subject to approval by the 
Court The right is reserved to reject 
any and all bids, for any reason. 
Dated, this 25th day of March, 1992. 

/s/Lt. Justo R. Cruz 
Department of Public Safety 

(1506) 4/7,14 & 22____________

KEEP 
SAIPAM 

CLEAN AND
_____-  ■ ■ M i· · · · · ·

"I will do my best in the pro­
gram," Mendiola said when asked 
to comment on her selection.

Renee Mendiola said that she's 
eagerly looking forward to begin 
the scholarship and added that 
this will be her third time to visit

1. Luzviminda G. Orillo
2. Edna G. Olegario
3. Jerom eS. Andrés
4. Susana G. Aguila
5. BenizerG. Pedro
6. Mamerto Pamintuan
7. Salvador Misland
8. Leonardo Salvador
9. Benedicto M. Orillo
10. Virginia Lapuz
11. Divina Magtaan

the U.S. mainland.
RHS Principal Noel Quitugua 

said he is proud of Renee for 
receiving the scholarship and 
added that his school is "moving 
in the right direction at the right 
time."

Labor Case No. 388-91 
Termination Case No. 118-91 
Labor Case No. 308-91 
Labor Case No. 211-91 
Agency Case No. 267-91 
Agency Case No. 310-91 
Agency Case No. 307-91 
Labor Case No. 128-91 
Labor Case No. 33-92 
Agency Case No. 037-92 
Agency Case No. 037-92

Failure to  appear at the department on.or before the date and tim e 
specified above shall be ground fo r dism issal of the above cases and 
appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken against the above 
individuals, including the re ferra lsof the ir matters to  the im m igration 
office fo r their action.

/s/Daniel E. Aquino 
Chief of Labor

INVITATION FOR BID
IFB92-0011

PSS

The CNMI Public School system is soliciting competitive sealed bids 
for the PROCUREMENT OF SCHOOL AND OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1992-1993. Specifications may be picked up at 
the PSS Procurement and Supply Office located at Puerto Rico.

All bids must include shipping to PSS Procurement and Supply, Puerto 
Rico, Saipan. Delivery must be made within thirty (30) days after 
notification of award. Bids are now being accepted by the Public 
Schools System Procurement and Supply Office from 8:00 A.M. until 
3:00 P.M. daily Monday thru Friday. Closing date and time for this Bid 
Invitation is April 29 ,1992at2:00P.M. All bids submitted will be open 
on the same date and time. Bids must be sealed in an envelope and face 
marked with “PSS IFB92-0011”.

The Public Scnool System reserves the right to award on a single or 
multiple awards or reject any or all bids. Any bids received after the 
aforementioned closing date and time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.

Non refundable fee of $25.00 U.S. Dollars must accompany the bid. 
The twenty five dollars fee maybe a certified check, cashier’s check or 
otherformsacceptableto the Public School System madepayable to the 
treasurer, Public School System Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands.

The bidder is requested to submit with his.bid proposal a copy of his 
business permit Any question(s) pertaining to this bid invitation may 
be directed to the Public School System Procurement and Supply 
Office at telephone #322-9256.

/s/William S. Torres /s/David P. Babauta
Commissioner of Education Procurement & Supply

Officer
1613

C O M M O N W EA LTH  O F  T H E  
N O R TH E R N  M A R IA N A  ISLANDS

DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE AND LABOR

SAIPAN, M A R IA N A  ISLA N D S 9 6 9 5 0

PUBLIC NOTICE
The following persons w ith pending labor or agency case are hereby 
notified to  report to the Department o f Commerce and Labor, Inves­
tigation Section, located at Capital H ill, Ground Floor Adm inistration 
Building within fifteen (15) days from  the date of the publication of 
th is  notice.

INVITATION TO BID 
DPW92-ITB-00221

The Department of Public Works is soliciting sealed bids 
for the Construction o f “Proposed Tinian Senior Citizen 
Center Extension, San Jose, Tinian”, Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. Bids in duplicate will be 
accepted in the Office o f the Chief of Procurement & 
Supply at Lower Base, Saipan until 2:00 p.m., local time, 
Tuesday, April 28,1992, at which time and place the bids 
will be publicly opened and read aloud. Any bids received 
after the above time will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.

A bond of 15% of the total bid price must accompany the 
bid. This security may be a Certified Check, Cashier’s 
Check, Bid bond or other form acceptable to the Govern­
ment made payable to the Treasurer, Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands with a notation on the face of 
the check: “Credit Account No. 1453”.

The bidder is required to submit with his proposal, a copy 
of his business permit as a compliance with the Contractor’s 
Registration and Licensing Laws of the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands.

Specifications and plans of the project are available on or 
after April 15, 1992, at Technical Services Division, 
Department o f Public Works in Saipan. A non-refundable 
payment of $75.00 is required for each set. Pre-bid 
conference for this project will be held at 2:00 p.m., local 
time, Friday, April 23, 1992, at the Technical Services 
Division, Department o f Public Works on Saipan.

Attention is called to the Labor Standards Provisions for 
Wage Rate Determination of the CNMI Classification and 
Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the 
minimum salaries and wages as set forth in the Specifi­
cations must be paid on this project.

All bid documents received shall be the sole property of the 
Government of the Northern Mariana Islands with the 
exception of bid bonds, certified checks or cashier’s check 
which will be returned to the bidders in accordance with 
the specifications section, “Instruction to Bidders” Page I- 
2, Paragraph No. 05, Bid Guarantee.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
and to waive any imperfection in the bid proposal in the 
interest of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands.
/s/ELIZABETH H. SALAS-BALAJADIA 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
2/1/92 (1582)4/10,14,17,21

Seeking  a  c a re e r?

IS LOOKING FOR

Loan Officer I  Manager
N E G O T IA B L E  SA LA R Y .

F R IN G E  B E N E F IT S .

F O R  M O R E  IN F O R M A T IO N , 
P L EA S E  V IS IT  O U R  O F F IC E  AT  TH E 

P R O F E S S IO N A L  B U IL D IN G ,
S A N  JO S E .

T E L E P H O N E  2 3 4 - S 7 0 6 / 8 6 1 5  
A N D  A S K  F O R  

M A G G IE  C A M A C H O .
«10-14.21FT.



R o c  b a l l ' s  d a y  o f f  t h e  K n i g h t s
For the first time in its five year 

history, rocball’s International 
Cop won’t be at Marianas High 
School. The International Cup was 
created in 1987 betweenMari anas 
and Miyazawa High School as a 
part of their annual cultural and 
sports exchange program. Since 
then, the MHS Dolphins have 
dominated the International Cup 
games.

On April 10th, an excited and 
explosive Mt. Carmel Knight’s 
rocball team assembled on Pugua 
court. And, in back to back victo­
ries, the Knights exploited the 
interior areas of competition to 
walk off with the Cup and the 
International title.

In the first game, the Knights 
played the MHS Dolphins. Heavy 
hitlers from both teams were busy 
in this game scoring a total of 8 
aces, 2 xunks, 2 kees and 1 goal. 
Carlos Torres of the Knights was 
the top scorer with 2 aces, 1 kee

and one goal. The knights won 
first serve from the north court 
and took an early lead 15-10 first 
set win. The Dolphins won the 
next set 17-9. In the third set and 
back on the north side of the net, 
the Knights came from behind 
and were leading 11-2 when time 
ran out. The Knights won 35-29.

In the second and final game of 
the day, the Knights played 
Miyazawa’s Triang rocball team 
out of Yokohama, Japan. Once 
again apattem emerged The team 
playing on the north side of the 
net won the sets. Toru Hanita, 
coach of the Triang, trained his 
players well. Miyazawa won the 
first and third sets 15-8 and 13-1. 
The Knights, coming off a hard 
game against the Dolphins, were 
subbing in to rest their players 
who were showing signs of fa­
tigue and muscle cramps. The 
Knights won the second set of 13- 
3 and were losing the game by

nine points going into the fourth
set.

Back on the north side of the 
net for the fourth set, the Knights 
prevailed with a 13-3 win. But in 
rocball a team has to “juice” win 
the fourth with a three point mar­
gin over its opponents. After the 
fourth set, the Knights had 35 and 
theTrianghad 34. A sudden death 
fifth set had to be played. The 
Triang returned to the north side 
of the net with first serve. The 
Knights were on the south side 
and not a single set from any team 
had been won on south court all 
day. Early in the final set, it 
looked as if the north side pattern 
would determine the winner. But 
the Knights showed what they 
were made of and would not be 
denied. They came from behind, 
broke the pattern, and defeated 
the Triang 13-3foratotal score of 
48-37. “It was a day of the 
Knights.”

Each team was awarded a most
valuable player award. Carlos
Torres was M.V.P. for the 
Knights and teammate Alan 
Kazuma is recognized for his six

aces and one xunk in the final 
game. Takeshi Kato was MVP 
for the Triangs, and Kirashi 
Ifenuk was MVP for the Dol- 
phins.___________________

Annual Interscholastic Math- 
Science Quiz coming up

The upcoming annual All-Schools Interscholastic Math-Science 
competition will be held on May 2 and 9 at the Garapan Elementary 
School and Mt. Carmel Auditorium.

This was announced yesteday by Commissioner William S. 
Torres of the Public School System.

According to Commissioner Tones, the 2nd Annual Math-Sci­
ence Quiz for grades 4-6 will be held at the Garapan on May 2, while 
the 3rd Annual All-Schools Intersholastic Math competition for 
students grades 8-12isseton May 9withMt. Carmel as die tentative 
site.

Both private and public schools are invited to compete in the 
events and inquiries and questions should be directed to Nick 
Sablan, PSS Math Program Specialist, at the PSS Central Office, 
ext. 257.

The Marianas High School National Honor Society members are 
soliciting contributions and prizes for the event.

U .N . R e fu g e e  O ff ic e  t h r e a t e n s  to  c u t  fu n d s
HONGKONG (AP)-The U.N. 

refugee agency warned thousands 
of Vietnamese boat people Mon­
day that if they don’t return to 
Vietnam soon, they could lose a 
dunce for cash handouts to help 
diem resettle.

The announcement by the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
was the latest in bad news for the 

.Vietnamese boat people who in­
habit squalid camps in Hong 
Kong. The U.N. agency also 
warned recently that money prob­
lems could affect some services 
in the camps.

In a news release, the UNHCR 
said refugee problems in 
Bangladesh, Yugoslavia and the 
Horn of Africa, along with the 
resettlement of hundreds of thou­
sands of refugees in Cambodia, 
are emptying its coffers.

Thus, it said, “it would be wrong 
to assume” that money for Viet­
namese who fail to win refugee

status in Hong Kong “will remain 
available indefinitely.”

Boat people are granted refu­
gee status only if they can prove 
they face political persecution in 
Vietnam.

So far, 21,960 boat people have 
failed the refugee test. Many of

them have been in Hong Kong for 
at least three years. Another30,897 
Vietnamese are waiting to be 
screened.

Currently, the UNHCR gives 
returning boat people dlrs 50 when 
they leave Hong Kong and dlrs 360 
for the first year back in Vietnam.

Meanwhile, in another release, 
the European Community said it 
still needed dlrs 93 million to carry 
out a planned 30-month program 
to help boat people reintegrate to 
life in Vietnam. The release did 
not say how the community 
planned to get the aid.

‘There are more than 97,000 
Vietnamese in camps throughout 
Southeast Asia. On average, 1,500 
people have returned to Vietnam 
each month since September 1991 
from camps in Hong Kong, Malay­
sia, Thailand, Indonesia and the 
Philippines.

Singapore companies urged to seize new oportunities in Vietnam
SINGAPORE (AP) - Govern­

ment and business leaders urged 
Singapore companies Monday to 
take advantage of opportunities 
arising in areas such as Vietnam 
and Cambodia, seeking to rebuild 
after decades of war.

Vietnam’s new economic pro­
grams are attractive and its needs 
are enormous, Foreign Minister 
Wong Kan Seng said at the annual 
general meeting of the Singapore 
International' Chamber of Com­
merce.

As Vietnam develops and 
shakes off its ideological shack­
les, it eventually will prosper and 
become a significant influence in 
the region, Wong said.

“Singapore’s economic rela­
tions with Vietnam have grown 
since we lifted our investment 
ban last November,” he added.

If Hanoi attracts more trade and 
investment from the private sec­
tor, it would integrate Vietnam 
economically with the region, he 
said, and “this will be a plus for

all.”
David Murray, the 

cham ber’s chairman, said  
Singapore companies also 
should seize opportunities 
arising in India, Eastern Eu­
rope and South Africa.

Meanwhile, he said, some 
multinational corporations 
may divert investments from 
Southeast Asia to the single Euro­
pean market or the North American 
Free Trade Area.

Wong said the free trade area

beingformedby the Association of 
Southeast AsianNations is intended 
to keep ASEAN attractive and 
competitive for trade and in­
vestment no matter what happens 
in Europe and America.

“It is a major political step for­
ward and a prudent investment 
against an uncertain future,” he 
added.

The ASEAN nations are 
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Indonesia, the Philippines and 
Brunei.
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