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October 26, 1979

Mr. Ichiro Kobayashi

Shinto Priest

Hisaizu Jinja

Shrine, Koshigaya 1700
Koshigaya~City, Saitama Pref.
343, Japan

Dear Mr. Kobayashi:

Your letter of Gctober 1, 1979, requesting information concerning the
land formerly occupied by Hanyo Jinja, Koror, Palau has been referred
to the Department of Development Services for reply.

The land you are interested in is privately owned. If you plan to lease
private land, you would negotiate the terms of the agrecment with the
private owner, subject to final approval of the Government. Final Gove
approval is for purposes of protecting the Trust Territory citizen land-
owner from unfair agreements,

Accordingly, in the meantime, we have to refer you to the Palau District
with regard to your interest in Palau. The address is: Palau District
Administrator, Koror, Palau, Western Caroline Islands 96940.

By statute, the Trust Territory Covernment has restricted the ownership of
land to Trust Territory citizens. Acquisition of interests in land other
than fee title by noncitizens is permissible; however, such is closely
controlled by administrative regulations. These regulations require that
any transfer of an interest in land, public or private, to a noncitizen have
the pricr approval of the High Commissioner.

For shrine purposes, in which the projected use of the land is determined
to have religious benefits to the people of Palau, the High Commissioner
may permit noncitizen persons or non-profit corporations to lease both
public and private lands. Such noncitizen person or non-profit corporation
must, however, first possess a current valid religious permit.
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