vourical Y(IsOVWEY =

AS
INIVERSITY OF wiat:
UNIVERSITY QF HA.M.. LB ARY

Freedom For Fr. Ed

Prison has not stilled his voice

Fr. Edicio de la Torre's attempts to put
his faith into practice were cut short
by his arrest, on December 13, 1974 by
government agents. But even in prison,
his voice would not be stilled. Caught
with others in a series of arrests, he
denounced the torture and maltreatment
that the other detainees were subjected
to. For two weeks shortly after his ar-
rest, he together with Fr. Manuel Lahoz,
went on a hunger strike tocall attention
to this inhuman practice.

Thanks to this protest action, the prac-
tice of torture became public knowledge
and forced an embarrassed government to
"investigate''. For this, Fr. Ed was

punished by being sent into isolation for
seven months.

In January 1976, he joined another hunger
strike staged by the detainees at Camp
Olivas in Pampanga. This lasted for over
two months and gained the release of two

nursing mothers. Another demand that was granted was their transfer to a
detention center in the Greater Manila area.

Thus in June 1976, Fr. Ed and the other political detainees -at Camp Olivas
were moved to Bicutan Rehabilitation Center (BRC), now PC-INP Jail, Camp
Bagong Diwa. There they joined a larger number of detainees who had moved
in earlier from other detention centers around Manila which were being
phased out. A few days later, a hunger strike was delcared which lasted for
two weeks. Most of the demands were granted -- the release of two nursing
mothers and the improvement of prison conditionms.

Military authorities retaliate

Fr. Ed, accused as a leader of the hunger strike, was again punished by being
transferred to another section in BRC, together with another alleged leader.

This was accomplished with some violence, as the detainees put a struggle to

prevent the transfer and troops had to be sent in. As a matter of fact, more
detainees would be transferred in a series of retaliatory actions in an

attempt to reduce the detainees to utter submission to repressive policies
in the camp.

It would take more than a year before Fr. Ed was again allowed to return to
the main body of detainees. He has been detained now for more than 5 years.

Meanwhile, his case has remained under restraining order by the Supreme Court
since December 1976. He is charged with '"conspiring to commit rebellion' and
violation of Presidential Decree No. 53 relating to illegal possession of
subversive materials. But all his co-accused (a total of more than 30),

including Eduardo Senense who was released only on October 31, 1979, are now
free.



Freedom for Fr. Ed.....

Appeal for Fr. Ed's release

Fr. Ed is the last Catholic priest in prison.

What is ironic about his case

is that a heavier charge against him, that of rebellion, has already been

dropped.

sentence were he convicted.

The length of his detention is already more than enough to serve his
His lawyer, ex-Senator Jose Diokno, has filed a

petition with the Supreme Court for his release based on this fact.

Meantime, Fr. Ed celebrates mass every Sunday for the benefit of the detainees
It is hoped that indeed Fr. Ed will soon attain his

and their relatives.

freedom and be once again with a greater number of people in need of his

inspiration.
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