
Freedom For Fr. Ed 
Prison has not stilled his voice 

Fr. Edicio de la Torre's attempts to put 
his faith into practice were cut short 
by his arrest, on.December 13, 1974 by 
government agents. But even in prison, 
his voice would not be stilled. Caught 
with others in a series of arrests, he 
denounced the torture .and maltreatment 
that the other detainees were subjected 
to. For two weeks shortly after his ar­
rest, he together with Fr. Manuel Lahoz, 
went on a hunger strike to cal 1 attention 
to this inhtunan practice. 

Thanks to this prot-es.t action, the prac­
tice of torture became public knowledge 
and forced an, embarrassed government to 
"investigate". For this, Fr. Ed was 
punished by being sen"t into isolation for 
seven months. 

In January 1976, he joined another hunger 
stri ke staged by the detainees at Camp 
Olivas in Pampanga. This lasted for over 
two months and gained the release of two 

' 

nursing mothers. Another demand that was gr.anted vas t b.ei-r transfer to a 
detention center in the Greater Manila area. 

Thus in June 1976, Fr. Ed and the other political detainees-at Camp Olivas 
were moved to Bicutan Rehabilitation Center (BRC), now PC -INP Jail, Camp 
Bagong Diwa. There they joined a larger nlDJlber of detainees who had moved 
in earlier from other detention centers around Manila which were being 
phased out. A few days later, a hunger strike was delcared which lasted f or 
two weeks. Most of the demands were granted -- the release of two nursing 
mothers and the improvement of prison conditions. 

Militan- authorities retaliate 

Fr. Ed, accused as a leader of the hunger strike, was again punished by being 
transferred to another section in BRC, toge~her with another alleged leader. 
This was accomplished with some violence, as the detainees put a struggle to 
prevent the transfer and troops had to be sent in. As a matter of fact, more 
detainees would be transferred in a series of retaliatory actions in an 
attempt to reduce the detainees to utter submission to repressive policies 
in the camp. 

I t would take more than a year before Fr. Ed was again allowed to return to 
the main body of detainees. He has been detained now for more than 5 years. 

Meanwhile, his case has remained l.lllder restraining order by the Supreme Court 
since December 1976. He is charged with "conspiring to commit rebellion" and 
violation of Presidential Decree No. 53 relating to illega l possession of 
subversive materials. But all his co-accused (a total of mor-e than 30), 
including Eduardo Senense who was releas~d only on October 31, 1979, are now 
free. 



Freedom for Fr. Ed .... . 

APPeal for Fr. Ed's release 

Fr. Ed is 
is that a 
dropped. 
sentence 
petition 

the last Catholic priest in prison. What is ironic about his case 
heavier charge against him, that of rebellion, has already been 
The length of his detention is already more than enough to serve his 

were he convicted. His lawyer, ex-Senator Jose Diokno, has filed a 
with the Supreme Court for his 11elease based on this fact. 

Meantime, Fr. Ed celebrates mass every Sunday for the benefit of the detainees 
and their relatives. It is hoped that indeed Fr. Ed will soon attain his 
freedom and be once again with a greater n\.llllber of people in need of his 
inspiration. 

-adaPted from Political Detainees Update 

a publication of the Catholic 
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32 se~k help_ to free Pl~(', 
WASHINGTON, Ju. 14 - A poup 
of 32 Slaaton UN apfNW to 
Secntal'Y or Statl Cyrua Vance to 
llelt the •- of a noted FUqlino 
tbeoqn '1114 -- d&lda aod9t. In a 1at111r wdtta IO 1h V#II» io 
late Decllabn bllt -Se public onlY 
yesterdaY by US reli&iou llldm 
workiqbtbe ___ ot._.llff 
Edkio de u Torra. the IIMtoD 
llked for a nMttq with Kr Vance 
"to cliKml po..ud acdaM .. 
rrdpt be tam 1D .. Fatba cit u 
T~'l~t:1-~ far len.CartLaln. 
~~ ~ 111a II I ot tbl 
lettlr to Mr .... aai4 .,JlO -­
baa .. .-m an11 a.re 1111 1-11 PD 
offlclal • .,_, r.. 1m lta1e 
Qapartmmit. 

Mr Uldn la D1W ja Soudl It 411a 
•11..-ID&a.-..wttbclau 

,._~ qi - \lnilld Olllrdl 
of Oldtt·• 'bollill' fer boalland 
...... tbp_.... ... #lke 

of the National Couadl of Quudm 
llid to date US go'8ffllllUU &Clkln oa 
behalf or de La Tone i. been 
"perfunctory." 

'"We feel the reapoa• i. sot 
bea..adecl .. ," "-YI akL -it ii tune 
the ~t put ll)ffle" rNllt1 to 
tbm humall dpta propamme ... 

De La Tone, 361 la a l.omln 
Cadtolc pdlllt who nu blea jlilad 
for IIKIIII tl\aD flw yua by lbl 
repne of Pbilipp1Del Pmldllllt 
Fer4imllld Yarcoa. 

¥1 la well-uoMl ia .... 
thlolopcal ad ecemesric:al drdla Ulod 
hll comlwlatlOll of tbeo= 
~andaodalecdmaoa 
of tbl poor bu 11d ldm ID be 
compmd with Nobel PeaCII Prila 
DOllliDls Dom lWdm ea- of 
ln&IL 

ID their letter to Mr Vance, dll 32 
11U.ton uid de La Tom 'IIU CNQICl 
- ·• yar aflu he wu aremcl - wUII 
...,,llltcy , t,o, QNIJllit re\lellea and 

with poeMatlan 
material&. 

of aulMnM 

"At preeem. lae _llll IClw4 IDGM 
,time ill priloll than If be bad llaacly 
b1ea ooMiated _._.ate_,d .to die 
rn!nimWD ....... tenm, ffa tf 
thele tera had beat bnpoad to 11111 
CXIIIIIClltilll-.. 
~ fst .... thl ---- aid, 

"otber U.. a pnllmiury lwmiDI, 
Fata. 4e I.a ton hullO&,.,..-beelt­
trild." 
~ ... ...,... 

pvH dMI to pdnt oppalitlon 
.._,.,.., a 1r11atiY, die ,--ad 
WIUJy = ,p .. H, We. .... had itl 
111111181 .._ ,....._. br tbl 
...., •• Coad far ......... 

A. ocactltt,m fll tbl ...._ of We, 
~lut,_, ....... tt .. tn 
danaer of -.. pandllf.on to pvbUlh 
beaallll of ..... b6u, ftl tbat--it 
,tbollld~newtanduddiilthat 
- IUl'lllllt - - o, .. ,- ~ .. 
..- rt•--•* 




