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MsSSAG3 FROM THs DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 
  

Gractings to you all: 

Wa roagret that Mr. Midkiff's obligations in Honolulu has caused him to submi 
his resignation dus to the proposed moving of the Haadquarters to Guam. Hoe is 
most sincere and worksd very hard to learn of the many problems of the Trust 

Territory and its psopla. Mr. Midkiff is the instigator of the Trust Territory 
slogan, "Is it in the bust interssts of thy Microngsians?". Needless to say, 
w3 Will miss him, | 

Wa also will miss Mr, Jim licConngll, the Daputy High Commissionsr, who has 
rasigned, Mr. McConnell was most active in ths formulation of many of our ysarly 
policies and the excellent job of organizing the Trust Territory at the time 
of the turnovar was dus to his unstinting sfforts in our bshalf, 

Headquartgrs wil]. soon ba moved to Guam. We ars most fortunate in having 
appointed to ths Trust Territory, Mr, Dell Nuckyr, who will be the new Deputy 
High Commissioner. Mr. Nucker has had many years of expsrisnce in Washington 
handling the Trust Turritory problems for the Interior Department. He is qity 

familiar with our problams and I am sure hy will develop the same interests of 
his predecessor. 

: The transportation committee left me with the impression, although not 
conclusive, that they would liks to havg Ponape as a desp water port for Truk 
and Koror, Largs ocean—going vessals could come into Ponaps, deliver all the 

} trade goods to Ponape for transshipment to the other districts, Thg other 
districts would bring their copra to Ponaps where it would bg transshipped onto 

: thase large vessels which would ply regularly bstwasn Ponape and the States. 
Ws hope that this will take place, however, it is not dgfinite at this time. 

At all times We are searching for ideas and resources to increase the 
aconomic stability of tha Ponapyg District people. Recently a man from U told 
us that there was pearl shell and black shell in great numbers on Ponape and 
that hg thought that wa could export it liks we do trochus. Mr. Bunting of 
ITC has obtained a trial order of ten tons of ths white shell and ten tons of 
the black shall, Howaver, upon investigating the beds that tha U man showed 
us, wo found that they were not thers in sxportably quantitius. If anyone 
of our district's islands knows where there are largs quantitias of thesa 
shells, plaasg lat us know and we will invastigate the possibilities of this 
export. Wa did duterming that thers was enough shyll to maky handicraft itoms 
which would be attractive to thy people in the United States, and ws shall 
start this dsvslopment as soon as possibly. 

Please observes the trochus regulations this szason, 

  

— Your District Administrator, 

? _ He Me HsdGss 
Rai | 

What do you want your Congressman to discuss in thea noxt session of Congress? 
- - it abi 

fer. 
Prac. DISTRICT ORDsRS 

DU As a result of your Congress resolutions, the District Administrator, with 
5b% approval of the High Commissioner, has promulgated two new district orders, both 
P79 to ba affective on 1 June 195. From this date these district orders are the Li 

in Ponape District. Copias of zach of these two naw laws are attached at the en 
Jt sof this paper for jour information and study, Plzas3 note that both provide for 
«Strong penaltiss for violators, District Order 1-5) covers thy hunting of wild 

pigeons and animals and-Distri¢t Order 3~54, covars municipal residency. District 
Order 25h, which provides for the. import tax will bs attached for your study nex 
month, Raimamber that a district order is a law for tha antirs district, not just 

_ for Ponapg Island, ~ : 

 



  

TROCHUS S.ASON 
  

In the last issue of the paper we announced that the TROCHUS SJASON this year 
would be from 17 June until midnight 30 June 1954. A new regulation was algo 
announced: That each fisherman havs in his canoe a board with a 3" hole in it. 
If a trochus shell brought up from its bed will pass thru this hole, the trochus 
should be replanted in the bed. I.T.C. will not buy trochus under 3" in diameter 
at the base and if you are found with an undersized trochus you will be prosecutes 
and sent to jail or fined. Cooperate with your fyllow fishermen in conserving 
this profitable natural resource. 

I.T.C. has announced that they will pay 25¢ a pound for trochus shell this 
Season. They will only buy shell 3" in diameter and larger. You must by the 
bags for your trochus shells from I.T.C. but they will only charge you their own 
cost. 

The municipal officials of Ponape Island at their meeting on 1h May set the 
municipal tax on trochus this year at 5¢ based on the following schedule which 
they will present to Congress at its next session for passing of a resolution 
to be made the law of Ponape. : 

When trochus sells for under 10¢ a pound, tax will be 1¢ per pound 
When trochus sells for from 10¢ to 1h¢ a pound, tax will be 2¢ per pound 
When trochus sells for from 15¢ to 19¢ a pound, tax will be 3¢ per pound 

When trochus sells for from 20¢ to 2h¢ a pound, tax will be h¢ per pound 
When trochus sells for from 25¢ to 29¢ a pound, tax will be 5¢ per pound 
When trochus sells for from 30¢ to 3l¢ a pound, tax will bg 6¢ per pound 

This 5¢-tax par pound will be collected by I.T,C. whan ths trochus is sold to them 
You will get 20¢ and the municipality of your registry gets 5¢ for its treasury. 
Any person who has lived in one of thse municipalities of Ponape Island for a year 
or mors on 17 June is considered a resident of that municipality for trochus tax 
purposes. If you ara from tie otter islands and fish for trochus this season 
and have not lived on Ponape Island for one year on 17 June you should give your 
own island as your residence and your island treasury will get the 5¢ tax per poun 

RaMsMB aR -TAKs NO TROCHUS SH.LL UNDUR 3" IN DIAM TUR AT TH, BAS. 

iP TE 
What do you want your Congressman to discuss in the next session of Congress? 

AM:RICAN RsD CROSS WILL HuLP SANTA CLAUS 

Last Christmas Santa Claus gave more than 2,200 children candy and gifts at 

the Christmas Party in Kolonia. Santa Claus told this office that he had just 
heard from the American Junior Red Cross who said that they would again like to 
help him make the children of Ponape happy at Christmas tims. The Red Cross 
promised Santa Claus they would again send him Christmas boxes of gifts for him 
to give out at his party this year, because of the affection the American childrer 
have for the children of Ponape. 

  

a AARC CAAA 
Are you ridding your land of lantana?? 

aa 
NOTIC.s R.GARDING LANTANA 
  

Sections 761, 762, and 763 of the Code of the Trust Territory covers the 
control of LANTANA states that you must uproot and burn all lantana plants on — 
your property and that you must try and prevent any new growths. The Code also 
states that the Kousapw chief is responsibls for enforcement of this regulation. 

It is to your advantags to eradicate this treacherous weed which wants to tak 
over your land and kill your productive plants. Are you complying with the 
regulations of the high law of Ponape? 

THANE 
Arg you fully participating in the Public Works Program for the een of your 

ee 

fis ititi it 

 


