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PROGRAM FOR SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA

46TH ANNUAL NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
Thursday, February 5, 1998

Washington Hilton Hotel

7 a.m. to 9:15a.m.




Good morning ladies and gentlemen. My name is Dan Akaka. |
am convener of the United States Senate Prayer group and chairman
of the National Prayer Breakfast. On behalf of the United States
Senate and House of Representatives, welcome to the 46th annual
National Prayer Breakfast. We are happy to have you here on this
special day.

General Henry H.(Hugh) Shelton, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff, will offer the opening prayer.

Transition to Breakfast:

Thank you, General Shelton. You honor us very much with your

presence.

Please enjoy your breakfast. Our program will resume in a few

minutes.




Good morning ladies and gentlemen! It is a wonderful privilege
for me to welcome all of you this morning to the National Prayer
Breakfast. | particularly want to greet our international guests--who
represent over 160 nations--and everyone attending the breakfast for
the first time.

This morning we gather, almost 4,000 strong, from all 50 states,
commonwealths, and U.S. territories, and nations around the globe, to
reaffirm our faith, seek spiritual support for our President and leaders in
our country, and share friendship and fellowship with one another. We
are honored to have the President and First Lady, and the Vice
President and Mrs. Gore as our guests. In attendance we also have
members of the Senate and the House, officials from the President's

Cabinet, and leaders of our Armed Forces, responsible student leaders

and leaders from all facets of society throughout the United States. We

are also pleased to welcome the President of Albania, former heads of
state, cabinet ministers, parliamentarians, members of the diplomatic
corps, educators, and business, labor and religious leaders from

around the world.




Permit me to introduce the people sitting at the head table.

[Ascertain seating order and spouses' attendance. Seating chart to

follow. Introductions can be skipped to save time.]
From my left we have:
Randy and Gay Hongo
General Hugh Shelton and Mrs. Carolyn Shelton
Dr. Dorothy Height
Mrs. Marilyn Gevirtz
Ambassador Don Gevirtz
Mrs. Tipper Gore and the Vice President
Congressman Bobby Scott
The President and First Lady
My better half, Millie Akaka
Senator Connie Mack and Priscilla Mack
Dr. Billy Graham
Mrs. Catherine (Cissy) Parker

Mr. Robert Parker




As chairman, | want to express my deepest appreciation to all our
participants this morning for sharing your faith with us.

Looking upon this august and joyful assembly, | see the
universality of the prayer breakfast, the coming together of people of
different nations, faiths, and cultures, and the power of love and
consideration for one another. | am reminded of the passage from
Psalm 33:

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he

chose for his inheritance.

From heaven the Lord looks down and sees all mankind;

From his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth -

He forms the hearts of all, and considers all their works."

God's love for all of us is everlasting, for all men and women from
all nations. This perfect love fills our hearts, prepares us for the

challenges we face each day, and opens our minds to God's wisdom.

As we seek to love God and one another, let the spirit of this prayer

breakfast enrich us, strengthen us, and lead us on life's journey--where

we are never alone.




Introduction of Representative Bobby Scott:

It is my privilege to introduce to you the Honorable Bobby Scott,

Congressman from Virginia, who is the leader of the House Prayer

Breakfast group. He will speak to us on behalf of the House and

Senate prayer groups.




Introduction of Ambassador Don Gevirtz:

We will now hear an Old Testament reading from the Honorable
Don Gevirtz, an outstanding businessman from California and our

former United States Ambassador to the Republic of Fiji, the Kingdom

of Tonga, the Republic of Nauru, and the Republic of Tuvalu.




Introduction of the Hongo Family:

Renowned inspirational singers, Randy and Gay Hongo have
travelled all the way from Honolulu to be with us this morning. They are
joined this morning by their son Andrew.

The Hongo Family will offer us a musical reflection of their own

arrangement. The phrase, "Ua mau ke 'ea 'o ka 'aina 'i ka pono," which

translates from Hawaiian into "the life of the land is perpetuated in

righteousness," was first uttered in thanksgiving by King Kamehameha
ll. Itis now the motto of the State of Hawaii. Its insight holds true

today.




Introduction of Dr. Dorothy Height:

It is now my pleasure and great honor to introduce to you Dr.

Dorothy Height, president of the National Council of Negro Women and

a true national treasure, who will read from the New Testament.




Thank you, Dr. Height.

Introduction of the Vice President:

The Vice President and | entered Congress together as members

of the Class of 1976. As a Congressman and Senator, he faithfully
participated in both the House and Senate prayer groups. Today we
are honored to have him offer the prayer for our national leaders. So it
is with pleasure that | welcome the pride of the Class

of 76 and an esteemed friend, the Vice President of the United States,

Albert Gore, Jr.




Thank you, Mr. Vice President.

Introduction of Senator Connie Mack:

It gives me great pleasure to introduce our featured speaker this
morning. Senator Connie Mack is a source of inspiration and strength

in our Senate prayer group. As our planning committee discussed

whom tb invite to address the breakfast, our focus turned inward.

Connie has a wonderful message, and we are so grateful that he
agreed to share it with us this morning. | give you my friend, the

Honorable Connie Mack.




Introduction of the President:

Ladies and gentlemen, it is now my privilege and high honor to

introduce the President of the United States, William Jefferson Clinton.

Welcome, Mr. President.




Thank you, Mr. President for that wonderful message. Thank you
for sharing your wisdom and inspiration, and thank you for making the

time to join us this morning. We are praying for you.

| now ask everyone to stand and join in the singing of Amazing

Grace. [Omitted because of time constraints.]




Introduction of Rev. Dr. Billy Graham:

To offer the benediction, | am thrilled to welcome back to the

National Prayer Breakfast a man whose presence inspires us to good

and whose wisdom brings us comfort and hope: Dr. Billy Graham. We

love you, Dr. Graham!




Closing:

Thank you so very much Dr. Graham. This concludes the 46th
National Prayer Breakfast. | ask that you all remain standing until the
President and Mrs. Clinton and the Vice President and Mrs. Gore
depart the ballroom.

Thank you for your participation and cooperation.

Trust in God and carry his love with YOu, and share it with others

today and every day.




