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CONGRESSMAN DANIEL K. AKAKA

REMARKS FOR THE MISS AMERICAN TRAIN

PAGEANT PRESS PARTY

JUNE 10, 1988

Aloha! Thank you for inviting me here this 

afternoon. I would like to extend my warmest 

welcome to the beautiful contestants from all 50 states 

competing in the Miss American Train Pageant. The 

beauty of Hawaii has been enriched by your presence.

I would also like to extend a hearty welcome to 

our guests from Japan. Thank you for choosing 

Hawaii as the site for this exhilarating event.

You are continuing a long tradition of Japan- 

Hawaii relations. For more than three generations, 

Japanese have played a great role in Hawaii. Our 

ties with Japan, both culturally and economically, 

are stronger than any other state in the nation.
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The first Japanese came to Hawaii as humble 

laborers. Their grandchildren are today's teachers, 

civil servants, business professionals and political 

leaders. The Japanese culture, with its emphasis on 

education, courtesy, cleanliness and respect for 

others, has enriched and improved our society.

Japan today brings different types of people to 

Hawaii. They are vacationers, business people and 

students. And they also benefit our state by 

investing millions of dollars here every year. 

This boosts our economy and creates jobs for 

Hawa i i's future.

The people of our State have been extremely 

fortunate to have had this long and mutually 

beneficial relationship with the people of Japan.
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It is my sincere hope and belief that the 

American Train Project will significantly enhance 

the cultural and economic ties between Japan and the 

entire United States of America.

Again, thank you for inviting me to be here 

today.

-- END--


