
28 June 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM:

This office has received information from Mr. Teiko 
Ishida, Secretary of the Japanese American Citizens League, Salt 
Lake City, that the Japanese American volunteers for 
Army induc- tion are becoming restless because of the lack of action 
on their cases.

It appears from reports made to this office that the
state and local boards of the Selective Service System have in
many instances failed to take action on papers which have been
processed to them. The following specific situation, mentioned
by Mr. Ishida, is quoted:

•The induction 
of the California voluteers has been at a stand still for the past 
month and the rest- lessness and anxiety of the volunteers at 
Heart Mountain, (Wyoming) and Topaz, (Utah) is particularly 
apparent. For your information both Heart Mountain and Topaz 
are comprised of evacuees from California.

Another quoted remark is as follows:

"From what we can find out it seems that there is
some hesitancy on the part of the California local
boards to release draft papers necessary for the trans-
fer to Fillmore, Utah. Up here, they say that they
cannot order a man to report for induction until the
papers come from California. California says that they
are not supposed to release papers until the inductee
passes the physical to show that the War Department
considers the man fit for Army duties in the general
military class thereby placing him in the 1-A grouping."

It seems only fair that the classification and accept-
ance of these individuals by the War Department G-2 should, when
transmitted to the Selective Service System  be acted upon with-
out delay. The excessive delay in carrying out the War Department
plan to induct these men appears to be unwarranted and certainly
is a cause of criticism by those who volunteered last February and
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March and who have not yet had their cases acted upon.

Since Mr. Ishida indicates that one point of delay appears 
to be in California, it is requested that action be taken to expe­
dite the movement of these cases through the California Selective 
Service System to the local board of final disposition.

(SIGNED)
WlLLIAM P. SCOBEY 

Colonel, General Staff
Executive to Ass't Secretary of War
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28 June 1943

Dear Mr. Ishida;

I acknowledge your letter of June 22. I 
have been aware of the unsatisfactory processing of
the induction of our Japanese American soldiers 
and already have made some effort to speed up 
the process. Certainly the Nisei have a real cause 
for complaint and there is no disposition on my 
part to indicate approval of the manner in which it 
has been conducted. I must say, however, that I 
was not aware of the details as you have given them 
to me -- that the California Selective Service has 
not cooperated better. I will take up the matter 
with the National Selective Service System and 
see if some measures cannot be taken to expedite 
the movement of the papersand un-freeze the California situation.

With reference to your brother, George Ishida, 
if his orders do not come through at an early date 
please inform me again and I will look into it. Accord­
ing to my record he should be receiving his notice about 
this time.

Please remember me to Mr. Kido and Mr. Tajiri.

Sincerely,(SIGNED)

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY 
Colorel, General Staff

Executive to Ass’t Secretary of War
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Telephone: 5-6501 
Salt Lake City, Utah

June 22, 1943

Colonel William P. Scobey
General Staff Executive
Office of Asst. Secy, of War
War Department
Washington, D.C.

Dear Colonel Scobey:

As Mike has previously written to you, the delay in induc­
tion of volunteers for the Japanese American combat team is now 
far out of reason and decidedly dampening the original enthusiasm 
of these men.

We have noted from communications received from Shelby and 
from volunteers still in relocation centers that apparently those 
volunteers with local draft boards in the states of Oregon, Washing­
ton and Arizona, are being inducted more or less consistently. How­
ever. the induction of the California volunteers has been at a stand­
still for the past month and the restlessness and anxiety of volun­
teers at Heart Mountain and Topaz is particularly apparent. For your 
information, both Heart Mountain and Topaz are comprised of evacuees 
from California.

The director of one relocation center was heard to have said 
that the delay is due in great part to the California Selective Ser­
vice officials and from the foregoing situation we believe this 
statement is borne out. Furthermore, a report from Topaz reads as 
follows:

"From what we can find out it seems that there is some hesi­
tancy on the part of the California local boards to release 
draft papers necessary for the transfer to Fillmore, Utah. Up 
here, they say that they cannot order a man to report for induc­
tion until the papers come from California. California says 
that they are not supposed to release papers until the inductee 
passes the physical to show that the War Department considers 
the man fit for army duties in the general military class thereby 
placing him in the 1-A grouping."

For Better Americans in A Greater America
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If this last statement is true, the volunteer, in the free zone 
would never receive his induction orders, for he is not given a 
preliminary physical as in the case of those volunteering from 
relocation centers.

Many of the volunteers in and out of the centers have 
given up their regular work or studies in the anticipation of be­
ing inducted immediately and have now been waiting for weeks or 
months. The feeling that they are being given the "run-around" 
by someone or some department, federal or state, is inescapable.

Your personal attention to this whole matter will, we be­
lieve, bring about a wholesome and salutary effect.

At this time, I wish to extend my personal appreciation 
of your efforts in looking into the status of my brother, George 
Ishida. Although your G-2 released his name to the National Selec­
tive Service Board on May 29 and this is the 22nd of June, he has 
not yet received his orders. George has also written to the 
California State Selective Service Director for information as to 
action taken.

You may be interested to know that Private George Inagaki 
was in Salt lake City last Sunday and Monday en route to Los Angeles. 
He just completed his quarantine period at Port Snelling and is due 
to report at Savage on July 1. Mike, as you know, is reporting at 
Camp Shelby today.

Mr. Kido and Mr. Tajiri send their best regards and sincere 
appreciation of your many courtesies, in which the rest of the staff 
joins.

Sincerely yours,

Teiko Ishida, Secretary

Fcr Fetter Americans :n A Greater Arr.er'.cc
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