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IRIS-MELVIN WEDDING RECEPTION

REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE SPARK M, MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN FROM HAWAII
AT RECEPTION FOLLOWING WEDDING OF
IRIS KINOSHITA AND MELVIN HAMANO
PRINCESS KATULANI HOTEL, AINAHAU BALLROOM
HONOLULU, HAWAII

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 1976

MrR. AND MRs. MELVIN HAMANO, PARENTS OF THE BRIDE--

MrR. AND MRs. ROBERT KINOSHITA, PARENTS OF THE BRIDEGROOM--

MR. AND MRs, JAMES HAMANO, AND WELL-WISHERS OF THE NEWLY
MARRIED COUPLE:

THE MARRIAGE CUSTOM OF HAVING THE BRIDE TOSS HER
BOUQUET TO UNMARRIED GIRLS IS ONE THAT DATES BACK TO MEDIEVAL
TIMES, IN THOSE DAYS, HOWEVER, INSTEAD OF A BOUQUET THE
BRIDE THREW A GARTER OR STOCKING, AND THE LUCKY GIRL WHO
CAUGHT IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE NEXT IN THE GROUP TO BE MARRIED,

TODAY, YOUNG LADIES HAVE DISCOVERED A MORE CERTAIN
WAY OF BECOMING A BRIDE--BY WORKING IN MY CONGRESSIONAL
OFFICE. IRIS WORKED IN MY WASHINGTON OFFICE IN 1971, FIRST

AS AN INTERN AND THEN AS A REGULAR STAFF MEMBER. LESS THAN




-2-

A MONTH AGO, ANOTHER YOUNG LADY IN MY WASHINGTON OFFICE GOT

MARRIED. [ HAVE NOT YET BEEN INFORMED AS TO WHO AMONG MY
SECRETARIES IS GOING TO GET MARRIED NEXT, BUT I UNDERSTAND
THAT VALENTINE'S DAY IS A POPULAR WEDDING DAY,
I AM HONORED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SAY A FEW WORDS
ON THIS HAPPY OCCASION., As WE WISH IRIS AND MELVIN A LONG
AND HAPPY LIFE TOGETHER, | CANNOT HELP BUT PONDER A LITTLE
ON SOME OF OUR MARRIAGE CUSTOMS, SUCH AS THE TOSSING OF THE
BRIDE'S BOUQUET, WHICH WE FOLLOW FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE
NEXT.
TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE WEDDING RING. WE KNOW, OF COURSE,
THAT IT SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE COUPLE’S MARRIAGE VOWS,
BUT WHY IS THE RING WORN ON THE THIRD FINGER OF THE LEFT HAND?
WELL, IT WAS ONCE BELIEVED THAT A VEIN OR NERVE IN
THIS FINGER, UNLIKE VEINS OR NERVES IN OTHER FINGERS, LED

DIRECTLY TO THE HEART. THUS, A DIRECT CONNECTION WAS




-3-

ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE RING, REPRESENTING THE MARRIAGE VOWS,
AND THE HEART OF THE PERSON WEARING THE WEDDING RING.,

WE KNOW THAT TODAY THE BEST MAN DOES SERVE A VERY
USEFUL PURPOSE. NOT ONLY DOES THE BEST MAN HAND TO THE
BRIDEGROOM THE RING WHICH IS TO BE PLACED ON THE BRIDE'S
FINGER, BUT HE ALSO TRIES TO CALM THE NERVOUS BRIDEGROOM,
IN MEDIEVAL TIMES, THE BEST MAN WAS A STRONG-ARMED FRIEND
OF THE BRIDEGROOM WHO WARDED OFF ANY RELATIVE OF THE BRIDE

WHO TRIED PHYSICALLY TO STOP THE MARRIAGE.

ToDAY'S BRIDE WHO WEARS SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW,

SOMETHING BORROWED, AND SOMETHING BLUE, IS ACTUALLY FOLLOWING
SUPERSTITION MORE THAN CUSTOM., T0 INSURE HER LUCK, WHICH THE
BRIDE OF SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS AGO FELT WAS NECESSARY IN SPITE
OF THE FACT THAT SHE HAD CAUGHT HER MAN, THE BRIDE WORE (AND

I QuoTE) "“SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED,

SOMETHING BLUE, AND A LUCKY SIXPENSE IN HER SHOE."”




-

THE MODERN AMERICAN BRIDE DOES NOT HAVE A SIXPENCE

COIN TO PLACE IN HER SHOE; BUT SHE MAKES IT A POINT TO WEAR

THE OTHER THINGS TO INSURE HER LUCK,

ToDAY'S BRIDEGROOM WHO CARRIES HIS BRIDE OVER THE
THRESHOLD SHOULD KNOW THAT HE IS MERELY FOLLOWING THE MODERN
VERSION OF THE ANCIENT PRACTICE OF CAPTURING A WIFE,

ALSO OF ANCIENT ORIGIN IS THE CUSTOM OF TOSSING RICE
AND OLD SHOES AT THE BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM. [T WAS A WAY OF
WISHING THE NEWLY-WEDDED COUPLE PROSPERITY AND CHILDREN,

IrR1s AND MELVIN, [ AM NOT GOING TO TOSS RICE AND OLD
SHOES AT YOU, BUT | AM GOING TO ASK ALL WHO ARE PRESENT TO
STAND AND JOIN IN A TOAST TO YOU.

MAY YOUR LOVE FOR EACH OTHER GROW STRONGER WITH THE
PASSING YEARS, AND BEFORE TOO MANY HAWAIIAN MOONS HAVE COME
AND GONE, MAY YOU BE BLESSED WITH CHILDREN WITH WHOM YOU

CAN SHARE THAT LOVE.
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AND THE HEART OF THE PERSON WEARING THE WEDDING RINGI

WE KNOW THAT TODAY THE BEST MAN DOES SERVE A VERY
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THE OTHER THINGS TO INSURE HER LUCK,

i

ToDAY'S BRIDEGROOM WHO CARRIES HIS BRIDE OVER THE |
THRESHOLD SHOULD KNOW THAT HE IS MERELY FOLLOWING THE MODERN
VERSION OF THE ANCIENT PRACTICE OF CAPTURING A WIFE,

ALSO OF ANCIENT ORIGIN IS THE CUSTOM OF TOSSING RICE
AND OLD SHOES AT THE BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM. [T WAS A WAY OF
WISHING THE NEWLY-WEDDED COUPLE PROSPERITY AND CHILDREN,

Ir1S AND MELVIN, ] AM NOT GOING TO TOSS RICE AND OLD
SHOES AT YOU, BUT | AM GOING TO ASK ALL WHO ARE PRESENT TO
STAND AND JOIN IN A TOAST TO YOU,

MAY YOUR LOVE FOR EACH OTHER GROW STRONGER WITH THE
PASSING YEARS, AND BEFORE TOO MANY HAWAIIAN MOONS HAVE COME

AND GONE, MAY YOU BE BLESSED WITH CHILDREN WITH WHOM YOU

CAN SHARE THAT LOVE.




