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IRIS-MELVIN WEDDING RECEPTION
REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA 

UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN FROM HAWAII
AT RECEPTION FOLLOWING WEDDING OF

IRIS KINOSHITA AND MELVIN HAMANO 
PRINCESS KAIULANI HOTEL, AINAHAU BALLROOM

HONOLULU, HAWAII
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 1976

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Hamano, parents of the bride— 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kinoshita, parents of the bridegroom— 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hamano, and well-wishers of the newly 

MARRIED COUPLE:

The marriage custom of having the bride toss her 

BOUQUET TO UNMARRIED GIRLS IS ONE THAT DATES BACK TO MEDIEVAL 

TIMES. In THOSE DAYS, HOWEVER, INSTEAD OF A BOUQUET THE 

BRIDE THREW A GARTER OR STOCKING, AND THE LUCKY GIRL WHO 

CAUGHT IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE NEXT IN THE GROUP TO BE MARRIED.

Today, young ladies have discovered a more certain

WAY OF BECOMING A BRIDE—BY WORKING IN MY CONGRESSIONAL

office. Iris worked in my Washington office in 1971, first

AS AN INTERN AND THEN AS A REGULAR STAFF MEMBER. LESS THAN
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A MONTH AGO, ANOTHER YOUNG LADY IN MY WASHINGTON OFFICE GOT 

MARRIED. I HAVE NOT YET BEEN INFORMED AS TO WHO AMONG MY 

SECRETARIES IS GOING TO GET MARRIED NEXT, BUT I UNDERSTAND 

that Valentine's Day is a popular wedding day.

I AM HONORED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SAY A FEW WORDS

ON THIS HAPPY OCCASION. As WE WISH IRIS AND MELVIN A LONG

AND HAPPY LIFE TOGETHER, I CANNOT HELP BUT PONDER A LITTLE

ON SOME OF OUR MARRIAGE CUSTOMS, SUCH AS THE TOSSING OF THE 

BRIDE'S BOUQUET, WHICH WE FOLLOW FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE 

NEXT.

Take, for example, the wedding ring. We know, of course, 

THAT IT SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE COUPLE'S MARRIAGE VOWS, 

BUT WHY IS THE RING WORN ON THE THIRD FINGER OF THE LEFT HAND?

Well, it was once believed that a vein or nerve in

THIS FINGER, UNLIKE VEINS OR NERVES IN OTHER FINGERS, LED

DIRECTLY TO THE HEART. THUS, A DIRECT CONNECTION WAS
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ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE RING, REPRESENTING THE MARRIAGE VOWS, 

AND THE HEART OF THE PERSON WEARING THE WEDDING RING.

We know that today the best man DOES SERVE a very 

USEFUL PURPOSE. Not ONLY DOES THE BEST MAN HAND TO THE 

BRIDEGROOM THE RING WHICH IS TO BE PLACED ON THE BRIDE'S 

FINGER, BUT HE ALSO TRIES TO CALM THE NERVOUS BRIDEGROOM. 

In medieval times, the best man was a strong-armed friend 

OF THE BRIDEGROOM WHO WARDED OFF ANY RELATIVE OF THE BRIDE 

WHO TRIED PHYSICALLY TO STOP THE MARRIAGE.

Today's bride who wears something old, something new, 

SOMETHING BORROWED, AND SOMETHING BLUE, IS ACTUALLY FOLLOWING 

SUPERSTITION MORE THAN CUSTOM. To INSURE HER LUCK, WHICH THE 

BRIDE OF SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS AGO FELT WAS NECESSARY IN SPITE 

OF THE FACT THAT SHE HAD CAUGHT HER MAN, THE BRIDE WORE (AND 

I quote) "something old, something new, something borrowed,

SOMETHING BLUE, AND A LUCKY SIXPENSE IN HER SHOE.
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The modern American bride does not have a sixpence 

COIN TO PLACE IN HER SHOE, BUT SHE MAKES IT A POINT TO WEAR 

THE OTHER THINGS TO INSURE HER LUCK.

Today's bridegroom who carries his bride over the 

THRESHOLD SHOULD KNOW THAT HE IS MERELY FOLLOWING THE MODERN 

VERSION OF THE ANCIENT PRACTICE OF CAPTURING A WIFE.

Also of ancient origin is the custom of tossing rice 

AND OLD SHOES AT THE BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM. It WAS A WAY OF 

WISHING THE NEWLY-WEDDED COUPLE PROSPERITY AND CHILDREN.

Iris and Melvin, I am not going to toss rice and old 

SHOES AT YOU, BUT I AM GOING TO ASK ALL WHO ARE PRESENT TO 

STAND AND JOIN IN A TOAST TO YOU.

May your love for each other grow stronger with the 

PASSING YEARS, AND BEFORE TOO MANY HAWAIIAN MOONS HAVE COME 

AND GONE, MAY YOU BE BLESSED WITH CHILDREN WITH WHOM YOU

CAN SHARE THAT LOVE.
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