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HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA h/^/lA

MR. SPEAKER, I AM INTRODUCING A BILL TO REQUIRE 
THAT FOREIGN SHIPS ENTERING U. S. HARBORS CARRYING 
NUCLEAR WASTE MATERIALS NOTIFY THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION PRIOR TO ENTRY. THE BILL WOULD IN TURN 
REQUIRE THE N.R.C. TO NOTIFY THE GOVERNOR OF THE 
STATE IN WHICH SUCH A PORT IS LOCATED.

THE NECESSITY FOR THIS NOTIFICATION OF ENTRY 
INTO U. S. PORTS BECAME VERY CLEAR RECENTLY WHEN THE 
PACIFIC FISHER, A BRITISH SHIP CARRYING NUCLEAR SPENT 
FUEL RODS, DECIDED TO REFUEL IN HONOLULU HARBOR. 
NO PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF THE SHIP'S ENTRY WAS MADE. 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE INFORMED OF THE SHIP'S NUCLEAR 
CARGO THROUGH "GREENPEACE," A PRIVATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUP. THIS WAS NOT ONLY EMBARASSING FOR LOCAL OFFICIALS 
OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT, BUT ALSO A SOURCE OF SURPRISE 
WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THERE EXISTS NO LAW 
WHICH WOULD REQUIRE NOTIFICATION PRIOR TO THE ENTRY 
OF A FOREIGN VESSEL CARRYING NUCLEAR MATERIAL.

THE PLANNED ENTRY OF THE PACIFIC FISHER INTO
HONOLULU HARBOR IS NOT AN ISOLATED EVENT. IT IS VERY
LIKELY THAT SIMILAR DOCKINGS TAKE PLACE IN ALL U. S.
HARBORS. UNDER CURRENT LAW, THE N. R. C. IS AWARE OF
NUCLEAR CARGO IN TRANSIT ONLY WHENTHE MATERIAL IS
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BEING EXPORTED OR IMPORTED.

WE MUST HAVE A MEANS TO AT LEAST KNOW THAT THESE 
VESSELS ARE ENTERING OUR PORTS AND TAKE THE NECESSARY 
PRECAUTIONS.

I ASK YOUR CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THIS MEASURE 
AND SUPPORT FOR ITS PASSAGE.
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