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UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN

• PAT SAIKI
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

Congress of the United States, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515, February 1989 — Official Business

Aloha to all of you!
It’s exciting to be here in Washington. A 

new first family has moved into the White 
House, a new administration is being named 
and confirmed, and a new Congress, the 
101st, is settling down to begin deliberations 
on the problems that face our nation.

This is the first of many newsletters I 
hope to send you throughout the session to 
help keep you informed and updated on the 
issues which affect your lives. I hope you will 
find them informative.

Your opinions on any of these issues are 
most valuable to me and I urge you to write or 
phone me with your input. If you need any as­
sistance dealing with our federal government, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at either 
my Honolulu or Washington office. My staff 
and I are ready to assist you.

Sincerely yours,

Member of Congress

SAIKI OPPOSES 
CONGRESSIONAL 
PAY RAISE

At the eleventh hour on February 7th, Congress voted 
to reject a 50 percent pay raise for itself. For weeks 
prior to the vote, the pay raise was expected to be ap­
proved without a vote by the Members. Under current 
law, the raise would have been automatic without a 
House vote.

Many Members of Congress opposed to the raise, in­
cluding Rep. Patricia Saiki, had pushed for weeks for a 
vote on the issue, but were initially stymied. She joined 
with some 50 other colleagues calling for House 
Speaker Jim Wright to schedule a vote on the pay raise.

After the issue created a firestorm of controversy 
across the nation, the House leadership finally 
scheduled a vote on the pay raise the day before the 
raise was to take effect. The final vote against the pay 
raise was 380-48.

Honolulu staff— from left, Jane Kagihara, Pat Imai, 
Deborah Taira, and Lucia Davis (more on page 4).

NEW SAIKI 
SUBCOMMITTEE 
ASSIGNMENT

HONOLULU
DISTRICT OFFICE 
HERE TO HELP

Rep. Patricia Saiki has been appointed to the House 
Subcommittee on Financial Institutions, a panel under 
the House Banking Committee. Saiki’s new subcommit­
tee will have jurisdiction over two of the most pressing 
economic issues facing the Congress, the savings and 
loan crisis and deregulation of the financial services 
industry. -

Upon her appointment to the subcommittee, Saiki 
said: “I am very pleased to be a Member of the Subcom­
mittee on Financial Institutions. It is the most influen­
tial of all of the Banking Committee panels, and I know 
we will have some of the most critical issues facing the 
nation before us this year.”

Saiki will remain on three other subcommittees of the 
Banking Committee, including the Subcommittee on 
Housing and Urban Development, the Subcommittee 
on Economic Stabilization, and the Subcommittee on 
International Development, Finance, Trade, and 
Monetary Policy.

NEW WASHINGTON OFFICE
Rep. Pat Saiki’s Washington Office has 
moved! Our new office is located at 1609 
Longworth House Office Building. Please 
be sure to make a note of this change 
when you write to the Washington Office.

Rep. Patricia Saiki’s Honolulu District Office, located 
in the Prince Kuhio Federal Building, is ready to assist 
you with a wide range of problems you may have in 
dealing with the federal government. Here are some of 
the areas where you may find our District Office help­
ful.

Social Security and Medicare
Any person who has ever had to deal with the frustra­

tion of a missing benefit check will appreciate the Dis­
trict Office’s ability to trace Social Security checks. The 
District Office can also assist persons who feel they 
may not be receiving the full amount of benefits under 
either Social Security or Medicare.

Veterans Administration
Veterans who have questions about their benefits, or 

who have not received benefits due them, can ask the 
District Office for help. In addition, veterans who wish 
to appeal a VA decision can receive help from the Dis­
trict Office.

Immigration
The District Office can help direct persons to the ap­

propriate office if they are unsure of where to apply for 
any immigration service. We can also check on the 
status of an immigration petition once the petition has

Continued on page 4 *



MAJOR LEGISLATION FACES 
THE 1O1ST CONGRESS

Family, Health, Workplace Ethics In Government
• HEALTH CARE FOR THE UNINSURED — An 
estimated 37 million Americans lack health insurance. 
The issue of how best to protect these people from 
rising health care costs is likely to be debated in the 
Congress. Various proposals would allow non-insured 
persons to purchase Medicaid protection, as well as 
mandate that all businesses provide health insurance 
for their employees.
• MINIMUM WAGE — The 100th Congress did not 
address the issue of whether the minimum wage 
should be increased, although Hawaii’s State Legisla­
ture has already raised the state minimum wage above 
the national level.
It is not yet certain whether the 101st Congress will 
deal with the minimum wage issue. One proposal that 
may be considered, in lieu of raising the national wage, 
is the idea of increasing the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC), which would allow low-income workers to take 
home more of their pay.
• LONG-TERM CARE — Another issue left over 
from the 100th Congress is the concept of long-term 
health care insurance for the elderly and chronically 
disabled. At issue will be the expense of such a pro­
gram, the mechanism for financing any long-term care 
plan, and how to involve private insurance in the pro­
gram.
• MEDICARE — Medicare will again come under 
scrutiny as attempts to reduce the deficit are made. 
Hospital administrators, physicians, seniors organiza­
tions, and taxpayers will be watching very carefully the 
course Congress takes on this issue.
• CHILD CARE — This issue is almost certain to 
come before the 101st. A key point of contention is 
whether the federal government should fund child care 
providers and establish a “child care infrastructure,” or 
whether to provide direct benefits to low-income 
parents.
• PARENTAL LEAVE — Legislation to require 
employers to provide unpaid leave for family emergen­
cies, such as illness or the birth of a child, may be con­
sidered by the 101st. .

Budget, Taxes, Spending
• FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT — The budget 
deficit continues to loom as the number one priority for 
the Congress. The two-year deficit reduction agreement 
previously negotiated between President Reagan and 
the Congress will expire, and President Bush will now 
have to negotiate approximately $35 billion in savings 
in order to meet the requirements of the Gramm-Rud­
man balanced budget law.
• TAXES — Congress continues to look at taxes as 
one way to reduce the deficit. Various forms of user 
fees, consumption taxes, “sin” taxes, and other revenue­
raisers will be considered.

Education
The major legislation to renew the nation’s federal 
education programs was passed in the 100th Congress, 
but additional legislation regarding education may be 
considered. One particularly interesting idea is to re­
quire young people to participate in national military 
Or community service as a condition for receiving any 
federal education benefits. Other bills regarding educa­
tion may involve vocational education, education for 
the handicapped, student lunch programs, and library 
aid programs. Legislation to address the problem of stu­
dent loan defaults may also be considered.

President Bush has made ethics in government a 
priority, and has already established a new presiden­
tial commission on government ethics. Legislation may 
be developed to toughen government ethics laws, and 
to restrict the “revolving door” practice of persons 
moving from government to lobbying posts.

Agriculture
• SUGAR — As the Congress searches for ways to 
reduce the budget deficit, agriculture programs are like­
ly to be a target. If that is the case, some in the Con­
gress may attempt to reduce or eventually eliminate 
the U.S. sugar program.

Banking Issues
e SAVINGS AND LOAN CRISIS — One of the 
highest priorities for the Congress and the Bush Ad­
ministration will be the S&L crisis. Various plans are 
now being considered on how to address failed S&L’s 
and ensure the solvency of thrift institutions.

Campaign Finance Reform
Pressure for reform of our campaign finance laws con­
tinues to grow. Recent figures from the 1988 elections 
show that incumbents benefit disproportionately from 
political action committee (PAC) spending. Lawmakers 
were deadlocked on this issue in the 100th Congress, 
but some breakthrough is possible this year.

Environment
• ACID RAIN, CLEAN AIR, GLOBAL WARMING 
— These are the top environmental issues facing the 
Congress. Prospects seem better for passage of the 
Clean Air legislation, and increased attention is being 
given to the effect of carbon dioxide emissions and 
other substances on the environment.

Social and Judiciary Issues
• H.R. 442 REPARATIONS PAYMENTS — Now 
that the legislation providing reparations to interned 
Japanese-American has become law, the Congress 
must approve the annual funding for the reparation 
payments. In President Reagan’s last budget, only a 
small portion of the annual funding was requested. The 
Congress must now ensure that the budget resolution 
and subsequent appropriations passed include suffi­
cient funding for the surviving internees. Rep. Saiki 
has written President Bush to increase the first year’s 
payment in line with the legislation.
• HANDGUN CONTROL — There is a possibility 
that proponents of the Brady Bill, which requires a 
seven-day waiting period for handgun purchases, will 
pursue this legislation again in the 101st Congress. 
Substantially weaker legislation was approved by the 
100th Congress as a part of the Omnibus Anti-Drug 
Abuse Act.

Foreign Policy and Defense
• CENTRAL AMERICA — The upcoming presiden­
tial elections in El Salvador have heightened congres­
sional concern over the future stability of that govern­
ment. In addition, the recent escalation of the civil war 
in El Salvador has increased concern over human 
rights.

Continued on page 4 —



COMPREHENSIVE SAIKI 
COMMITTEE AGENDA

Committee Membership
U.S. Representative Patricia Saiki currently serves on 
three House committees. Here is an overview of some 
of the prominent issues expected for consideration by 
these committees.

Select Aging Committee
■ LONG-TERM CARE — The Congress may again 
take up the issue of how to help seniors pay for the ex­
pense of long-term care, both in the home and in nurs­
ing institutions. The Select Aging Committee is ex­
pected to play a role by reviewing various legislative 
proposals to provide long-term care.
■ NOTCH PROBLEM — The Congress has still not 
passed any legislation to remedy the “notch” problem, 
which involves reduced Social Security benefits to 
those born between 1917 and 1921. The Select Aging 
Committee may be involved in developing a solution to 
this problem.
■ OUT-OF-POCKET HEALTH CARE COSTS —
The Committee will discuss possible changes in 
Medicare and Medicaid, focusing on the accessibility, af­
fordability, and quality of health care.
■ BOARD AND CARE HOMES — Hearings will be 
held to review the need for residential care facilities 
serving low-income and handicapped seniors. Current­
ly, these facilities are not federally regulated and most 
are not licensed. .

Merchant Marine
And FisheriesjCommittee
■ FISHERY MANAGEMENT — The Congress must 
re-authorize the Fisheries Conservation Management 
Act (FCMA), better known as the Magnuson Act, which 
governs fishing activities within the U.S. 200-mile Ex­
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ). One area of likely con-

Hawaii May See “Missouri”
At Pearl Harbor

Hawaii may receive unexpected benefits from 
the recommendations of the commission on 
military base closing. The commission recom­
mended that Pearl Harbor receive a major bat­
tleship, most likely the USS Missouri, and two 
cruisers, previously selected for West Coast ports.

The Congress authorized the commission in the 
100th Congress because of the widespread percep­
tion that it was politically incapable of determin­
ing base closings itself. The recommendations of 
the commission have been accepted by the Ad­
ministration, and now will become law unless 
both houses of Congress veto the recommenda­
tions by mid-May. It is anticipated, however, that 
Congress will also accept the recommendations.

Nationwide, the 
commission’s 
recommendations 
affect 145 military 
installations, and 
will save the 
federal govern­
ment an estimated $693.6 million a year in base
operating costs. Over a twenty-year period, the 
commission projects a net savings of $5.6 billion.

troversy will be a proposal for the inclusion of tuna in 
Magnuson Act regulations.
■ SEAFOOD INSPECTION — Currently, seafood 
does not receive federal inspection as do meat and 
poultry. Some consumer, environmental, and labor 
groups, as well as some seafood merchants, would like 
to see a new mandatory seafood inspection program.
■ ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE — 
Once again, the committee will face the controversial 
issue of whether to open certain areas of this refuge to 
oil and gas development.
■ OCEAN MINING — This is an issue of particular 
concern to Hawaii, and legislation will again be con­
sidered to replace existing mining regulations with new 
laws designed to create environmental protections 
against the negative effects of ocean mining.

Banking, Finance and 
Urban Affairs Committee

■ THE SAVINGS AND LOAN CRISIS — The num­
ber one agenda item for this committee is to resolve the 
problems we face in the troubled savings and loan in­
dustry on the mainland.
Major reform will be necessary to prevent these 
problems from happening again. The President’s pack-, 
age along with other measures will receive thorough 
scrutiny by this committee.
■ FINANCIAL SERVICES RESTRUCTURING — 
The committee will re-examine the separation of the in­
vestment and commercial banking industries, and 
decide if banks should engage in insurance and real es­
tate practices. Recent Federal Reserve Board actions 
might spur increased congressional action on this issue.
■ AFFORDABLE HOUSING — Congress will seek 
new ways to enable low and moderate income citizens 
to become home owners. The Subcommittee on Housing 
will focus on new policy directions. There might be at­
tempts to limit the deductibility of mortgages in the tax 
code, an especially important issue to expensive hous­
ing communities like Honolulu.
■ THE HOMELESS — In the spirit of a “kinder and 
gentler nation,” the Housing Subcommittee will con­
sider legislation, commonly known as the Vento-Saiki 
bill, to help those who can not afford to find a per­
manent place to live. *

VENTO-SAIKI HOMELESS 
BILL GAINS SUPPORT

Rep. Patricia Saiki has joined with Rep. Bruce 
Vento (D-Minn.) to introduce legislation which 
would seek funding for the rehabilitation, mod­
ernization, and renovation of vacant buildings 
for use by the homeless across the country.

The bill, called the Permanent Housing for 
Homeless Americans Act, seeks to address what 
President Bush and the new Secretary of Hous­
ing and Urban Development, Jack Kemp, have 
said is one of our highest priorities, helping the 
homeless.

. The Vento-Saiki bill has generated more sup­
port in Congress than any other homeless initia­
tive. It has received the backing of the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, the American Federa­
tion of State, County, and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), and the Hawaii Housing Authority.



HONOLULU 
DISTRICT OFFICE 
HERE TO HELP

^ Continued from page 1

been filed with the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS). Finally, the District Office can help ob­
tain a review of a denied petition if a person feels that 
petition was not given proper consideration by either 
the INS or an American Consulate.

Armed Services
Military personnel who claim Hawaii as their home of 
record are urged to contact the District Office if they ex­
perience problems with any branch of the armed ser­
vices. The District Office can help with many areas of 
concern, from reassignment requests to discharge ap­
peals. .
These are just a few of the areas in which our District 
Office can help. If you feel we might be able to assist 
with any other matter, please do not hesitate to call

541-2570. We will be more than happy to listen to your 
concern, and provide whatever assistance we can.

Saiki’s Honolulu Office Staff:
^ Jane Kagihara: District Administrator
Jane, a Registered Nurse, was formerly executive direc­
tor of the Hawaii Poison Center in Honolulu. She has 
been with the District Office for two years and as­
sumed her administrator’s position last year.
^ Pat Imai: Caseworker
Pat is a University of Hawaii graduate who has worked 
in the District Office for the past year. She was former­
ly with the personnel office of Kapiolani Medical 
Center.
■ ^ Deborah Taira: Staff Assistant
Deborah joined the District Office staff last year after 
spending a year teaching English in Japan. She’s a 
graduate of Amherst College in Massachusetts.
^ Lucia Davis: Staff Assistant
Lucia has worked in city, state, and federal positions in 
the past, and has become very familiar with govern­
ment and community organizations. She has been with 
the District Office for two years.

MAJOR LEGISLATION

* Continued from page 2

The Congress will likely reconsider military aid 
to El Salvador depending on the outcome of the 
presidential elections scheduled for this year. 
In addition, the Congress and the Administration 
will continue to monitor events in Nicaragua. 
Potential areas of concern include the future ac­
tions and direction of the communist government 
in Nicaragua, as well as the flow of political 
refugees moving northward from Nicaragua and 
other Central American countries.
• DEFENSE SPENDING — Congress and the 
Administration will have to negotiate overall 
levels of defense spending. President Reagan 
proposed spending at a level two percent over the 
rate of inflation, but Congress is unlikely to 
authorize that much. The final level of defense 
spending will likely restrict U.S. military man­
power and weaponry and the effects of the budget 
squeeze may be felt imHawaii.
S STRATEGIC DEFENSE—The President 
must decide whether to fund either the mobile­
based MX missile or the Midgetman I CBM. In ad­
dition, the funding level for the Strategic Defense 
Initiative is likely to be of some controversy.
• DEFENSE PROCUREMENT SYSTEM —
In the wake of the investigation of bribery and in­
fluence peddling in defense procurement, the Con­
gress is likely to discuss whether tighter restric­
tions and external oversight of the Pentagon is 
necessary.

- - - - -...........................Clip and return ^......................-----­

INFORMATION
AVAILABLE
DID YOU KNOW?
The IRS provides free tax assistance and return 
preparation for individuals age 60 and over...!
You can determine how much you will receive in 
Social Security benefits simply by writing to the 
Social Security Administration...!
Information on these and other matters is avail­
able through Rep. Saiki’s office. If you would like 
information on any of the following issues, please 
check the items you want, fill out the address 
card below and return it to the Washington Office:
□ Explanation of the New Federal Catas­

trophic Health Care Insurance Law
□ AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency 

Syndrome)
□ How to Calculate Your Future Social 

Security Benefits
□ 1989 Tax Guide for Older Americans

Name________ __________________________________

Addre ss________________________________________
City/State/Zip__________________________________

Mail to: Congresswoman Patricia Saiki 
1609 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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