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Wartime Treatment Study Act 

Section 1. Short Title
The Wartime Treatment Study Act

Section 2. Findings and Purpose 
Findings
Congress finds that:

• During WWII, 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born U.S. resident 
aliens and their families were deemed as “enemy aliens” and limited by the U.S. 
Government in travel and personal property rights.

• The U.S. arrested, interned, or otherwise detained thousands of European 
Americans, including American-born children, and in some cases deported them 
to European Axis nations.

• Millions of European Americans served in the armed forces and thousands 
sacrificed their lives in defense of the United States.

• Due to the quota system, immigration regulations, and visa requirements in the 
1930’s and 1940’s, the U.S. restricted entry of Jewish refugees who were fleeing 
persecution or genocide and sought safety in the U.S.

Purpose
To establish two independent, fact-finding commissions to review the facts and 
circumstances surrounding injustices suffered by Europeans Americans, European Latin 
Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War II. This supplements a preliminary 
study published in December 1982 by the Commission on Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians, which studied the treatment of Japanese Americans in WWII.

Section 3. Definitions
• The term “during World War II” refers to the period between September 1, 1939, 

through December 31,1948.
• “European Americans,” “Latin Americans,” and “German Americans” refers to 

U.S. citizens and resident aliens of said ancestry.
• “European Latin Americans” refers to persons of European ancestry residing in a 

Latin American nation during WWII.

Subtitle A. Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans 
Section 101. Establishment of the European American Commission
Establish a commission composed of 7 members, in which the

• President shall appoint 3 members;
• the Speaker of the House of Representatives
• Majority leader of the Senate

shall each appoint 2 members within 90 days of enactment. In both the House and Senate 
leaders shall work in consultation with the majority and minority leaders. The 
commission shall include 2 members representing the interests of Italian Americans and 2 
members representing German Americans.
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Quorum shall consist of 4 members, but a lesser number may hold hearings. The 
Commission shall elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson from among its members. 
Commissioners shall be appointed for the life of the Commission.

Members of the Commission shall serve without pay. All members shall be reimbursed 
for reasonable travel and other expenses incurred by them in their duties.

Section 102. Duties of the European American Commission
The Act proposes to establish the following duties of the Commission:

• A comprehensive review of the United States’ actions during WW II regarding 
arrest, exclusion, internment, exchange, or deportation with respect to European 
Americans and European Latin Americans.

• An assessment of the underlying rationale of the U.S. Government’s decision to 
develop related programs and policies, and the perceived benefits and impact of 
such programs and policies.

• Compilation of a list of the detention and internment facilities where they were 
held, and those who died and were bom in those facilities

• Recommendation of appropriate remedies, including how civil liberties can be 
protected during war or invasion

The commission shall
• Hold public hearings
• Submit a written report of its findings to Congress no later than 18 months after 

the date of the first meeting.

Section 103. Powers of the European American Commission
The Commission may require, by subpoena or otherwise,

• Attendance and testimony of witnesses
• Production of physical evidence or materials

Section 104. Administrative Provisions
The European Commission is authorized to

• Appoint and fix compensation of personnel
• Obtain services of experts
• Obtain detail of any Federal Government employee
• Enter into agreements with Administrator of General Services for procurement of 

necessary services
• Procure supplies, services, and property
• Enter into contracts

Section 105. Funding
$600.000 shall be available to carry out this subtitle.

Section 106. Sunset
The Commission shall be terminated 60 days after it submits its report to Congress.
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Subtitle B. Commission of Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees 
Section 201. Establishment of the Jewish Refugee Commission
Establish a commission composed of 7 members, in which the

• President shall appoint 3 members;
• the Speaker of the House of Representatives
• Majority leader of the Senate

shall each appoint 2 members within 90 days of enactment. In both the House and Senate 
leaders shall work in consultation with the majority and minority leaders. The 
commission shall include 2 members representing the interests of Jewish refugees.

Quorum shall consist of 4 members, but a lesser number may hold hearings. The 
Commission shall elect a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson from among its members. 
Commissioners shall be appointed for the life of the Commission.

The President shall call the first meeting of the Jewish Refugee Commission not later 
than 120 days after enactment.

Section 202. Duties of the Jewish Refugee Commission
The Act proposes to establish the following duties of the Commission:

• A review of the facts surrounding the U.S. Government’s refusal to allow Jewish 
and other refugees fleeing persecution entry into the U.S. during the period 
between January 1, 1933, through December 31, 1945, as well as the perceived 
impact and benefit of such refusal.

• Review of Federal refugee law and policy relating to those fleeing persecution 
and genocide, including recommendations for making it easier in the future for 
victims to obtain refuge in the U.S.

The commission shall
• Hold public hearings
• Submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to Congress no later 

than 18 months after the date of the first meeting

Section 203. Powers of the Jewish Refugee Commission
The Commission may require, by subpoena or otherwise,

• Attendance and testimony of witnesses
• Production of physical evidence or materials

Section 204. Administrative Provisions
The European Commission is authorized to

• Appoint and fix compensation of personnel
• Obtain services of experts
• Obtain detail of any Federal Government employee
• Enter into agreements with Administrator of General Services for procurement of 

necessary services
• Procure supplies, services, and property
• Enter into contracts
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Section 205. Funding
$600,000 shall be available to carry out this subtitle.
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Section 206. Sunset
The Commission shall be terminated 60 days after it submits its report to Congress.



S7062
Smith Stevens
Specter Thune

NAYS—!
Akaka Harkin
Baucus Inouye
Bayh Kennedy
Bingaman Kerry
Boxer Klobuchar
Brown Kohl
Byrd Landrieu
Cantwell Lautenberg
Cardin Leahy
Carper Levin
Casey Lieberman
Clinton Lincoln
Collins McCasklll
Conrad Menendez
Dorgan Miknlski
Durbin Murkowski
Feingold Murray
Feinstein Nelson (FL)

NOT VOTIN
Biden Dodd
Brownback Johnson

Vitter
Warner

Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid
Rockefeller
Salazar
Sanders
Schumer
Snowe
Stabenow
Sunnnn
Tester
Voinovicli
Webb
Whitehouse
Wyden

McCain
Obama

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 41, the nays are 52. 
Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of this amend­
ment, the amendment is withdrawn.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
move to reconsider the vote.

Mrs. CLINTON. I move to lay th a t 
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 1176
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 

will be 2 minutes equally divided prior 
to the vote with respect to the Fein- 
gold amendment.

Who yields time? The Senator from 
Wisconsin is recognized.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, my 
amendment contains the language of S. 
621, the Wartime Treatment Study Act, 
which is a bill I have introduced with 
my friend from Iowa, Senator G r a s s - 
l e y . I t is noncontroversial.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, may we 
have order in the Senate?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen­
ator from West Virginia is correct. Will 
the Senate please be in order. Will Sen­
ators and staff take their conversa­
tions out of the Chamber so the Sen­
ator can be heard.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the Sen­
ator is about to speak. Other Senators 
should listen. So I will stand right here 
until we get order. May we have order 
in the Senate?

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from West Virginia.

Mr. BYRD. Look a t the people up 
there. There are people up there. They 
ought not be in th a t well when there 
are votes going on. Read your rule 
book. Come on.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
President pro tempore is correct.

The Senator from Wisconsin is recog­
nized.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
again thank the Senator from West 
Virginia.

This bill would simply create two 
fact-finding commissions: one commis­
sion to review the U.S. Government’s 
treatm ent of German Americans, 
Italian Americans, and European Latin 
Americans during World War II, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE
another commission to review the U.S. 
Government’s treatm ent of Jewish ref­
ugees fleeing Nazi persecution during 
World War II.

These commissions would complete 
the work of the Commission on War­
time Relocation and Internm ent of Ci­
vilians created by Congress in 1980 to 
study the relocation and internm ent of 
Japanese Americans during World War 
II. Thanks to th a t commission, this un­
fortunate episode in our history finally 
received the official acknowledgment 
and condemnation it  deserved. My 
amendment would simply allow th a t 
work to be completed. I t  is time to 
pass this legislation now before all of 
the individuals affected by these poli­
cies are gone. I urge my colleagues to 
support the amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
yields time?

The Senator from Alabama is recog­
nized.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, there 
are two problems with the legislation, 
as detailed in a 5- or 6-page memo­
randum from the Department of Jus- 
tice, Richard Hertling, the principal 
Deputy A ssistant ~ Attorney* General 
Who ojiphsei thisTegisiation. First, i t  
falsely asserts' in the findings m atters 
th a t slander America incorrectly. I t  
finds th a t thousands of individuals 
were subjected to devastating viola­
tions of civil rights through arrest, in­
ternment, property confiscation, depor­
tation, and detrimental effects s till 
being experienced; whereas, the De­
partm ent of Justice asked the senior 
historian a t the U.S. Holocaust Mu­
seum about this language and he found 
th a t language was outrageously exag­
gerated and was inaccurate.

June 5, 2007
[R ollcall Vote No. 185 Leg.] 

YEAS—67
Akaka Gregg Nelson (NE)
Baucus Hagel Pryor
Bayh Harkin Heed
Bingaman Hutchison Reid
Boxer Inouye Roberts
Brown Isakson Rockefeller
Burr Kennedy Salazar
Byrd Kerry SandersCantwell Klobuchar SchumerCardin Kohl
Carper Landrieu Shelby

SmithCasey Lautenberg
Clinton Leahy Snowe
Coburn Levin Specter
Coleman Lieberman Stabenow
Collins Lincoln Sununu
Conrad Lugar Tester
Dorgan McCaskill Thune
Durbin Menendez Voinovich
Feingold Mikulski Webb
Feinstein Murkowski Whitehouse
Graham Murray Wyden
Grassley Nelson (FL) 

NAYS—26
Alexander Craig Kyi
Allard Crapo Lott
Bennett DeMint Martinez
Bond Dole McConnell
Bunning Domenici Sessions
Chambliss Bnsign Stevens
Cochran Enzi Vitter
Corker Hatch WarnerCornyn Inhofe

NOT VOTING—6
Biden Dodd McCain
Brownback Johnson Obama

That is in the legislation. When 
asked would Senator F e in g o l d  accept 
an amendment th a t prohibited repara­
tions—and reparations have been done 
in some of these cases—th a t language 
was not accepted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All tim e 
has expired. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered.

The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Wis­
consin.

The clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk called the roll.
Mr. DURBIN. I announce th a t the 

Senator from Delaware (Mr. B i d e n ), 
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
D o d d ), the Senator from South Dakota 
(Mr. J o h n so n ), and the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. Ob a m a ) are necessarily ab­
sent.

Mr. LOTT. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. B r o w n bac k ) and the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. M cCa in ).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de­
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 67, 
nays 26, as follows:

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 67, the nays are 26. 
Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of this amend­
ment, the amendment is agreed to.

Mr. REID. I move to reconsider the 
vote, and I move to lay th a t motion on 
the table.

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma­
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are 
working in good faith to move this bill 
forward. We had seven rollcall votes be­
fore the recess and six additional 
amendments adopted by voice vote. 
That is 13. Yesterday, we adopted four 
more amendments by voice vote. 
Today, we had four rollcall votes. To­
morrow morning, we will vote on the 
Cornyn-Kennedy amendment, eligi­
bility for legalization program, and 
then we are prepared to enter a unani­
mous consent agreement for the 10 re­
maining amendments th a t are pending. 
We have done quite well. We will have 
done 23 rollcall votes when we finish 
these 3 tomorrow, and we adopted 10 by 
voice vote. I know the staff has been 
working on this for some time now. I 
hope we can work out an arrangement 
to get rid of the pending amendments 
and move on to other amendments peo­
ple talked about all day they want to 
offer. I think th a t is appropriate.

Tonight, we are going to, because we 
agreed to lay down a Domenici amend­
ment and one I am going to offer deal­
ing with earned-income tax credit— 
those will be the two amendments we 
are going to lay down tonight. Anyway, 
somebody else is going to do it. There 
are two amendments we are going to 
lay down tonight, so we will have two 
more th a t will be pending tomorrow,
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AMENDMENT NO. Calendar No.
Purpose: To establish commissions to review the facts and 

circumstances surrounding injustices suffered by Euro­
pean Americans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish 
refugees during World War II.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—110th Cong., 1st Sess.

S, 1348
AMENDMENT N o.l 1 7 6

By O i-cJ _      __ _  _ nd for
To: _ A t*  e l k - W o  • 11  __.................
 a. 134-6

I and
Page(s)

GPO: 2006 30-772 (Mac)

A m e n d m e n t  intended to be proposed by Mr. F e i n g o l d  qmSl M v .  

Viz:
1 At the appropriate place, insert the following:
2 TITLE  —STUDY OF WARTIME
3 TREATMENT OF CERTAIN
4 PEOPLE
5 SEC. 01. SHORT TITLE.
6 This title may be cited as the “Wartime Treatment
7 Study Act”.
8 SEC. 02. FINDINGS.
9 Congress makes the following findings:



1 (1) During World War II, the United States
2 Government deemed as “enemy aliens” more than
3 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born
4 United States resident aliens and their families and
5 required them to carry Certificates of Identification
6 and limited their travel and personal property rights.
7 At that time, these groups were the 2 largest for-
8 eign-born groups in the United States.
9 (2) During World War II, the United States

10 Government arrested, interned, or otherwise de­
l l  tained thousands of European Americans, some re-
12 maining in custody for years after cessation of
13 World War II hostilities, and repatriated, exchanged,
14 or deported European Americans, including Amer-
15 ican-bom children, to European Axis nations, many
16 to be exchanged for Americans held in those nations.
17 (3) Pursuant to a policy coordinated by the
18 United States with Latin American nations, many
19 European Latin Americans, including German and
20 Austrian Jews, were arrested, brought to the United
21 States, and interned. Many were later expatriated,
22 repatriated, or deported to European Axis nations
23 during World War II, many to be exchanged for
24 Americans and Latin Americans held in those na-
25 tions.

O:\CRA\cra07502.xml S.L.C.
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1 (4) Millions of European Americans served in
2 the armed forces and thousands sacrificed their lives
3 in defense of the United States.
4 (5) The wartime policies of the United States
5 Government were devastating to the Italian Amer-
6 ican and German American communities, individ-
7 uals, and their families. The detrimental effects are
8 still being experienced.
9 (6) Prior to and during World War II, the

10 United States restricted the entry of Jewish refugees
11 who were fleeing persecution or genocide and sought
12 safety in the United States. During the 1930’s and
13 1940’s, the quota system, immigration regulations,
14 visa requirements, and the time required to process
15 visa applications affected the number of Jewish refu-
16 gees, particularly those from Germany and Austria,
17 who could gain admittance to the United States.
18 (7) The United States Government should con-
19 duct an independent review to fully assess and ac-
20 knowledge these actions. Congress has previously re-
21 viewed the United States Government’s wartime
22 treatment of Japanese Americans through the Com-
23 mission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
24 Civilians. An independent review of the treatment of
25 German Americans and Italian Americans and of

O:\CRA\era07502. xml S.L.C.
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1 Jewish refugees fleeing persecution and genocide has
2 not yet been undertaken.
3 (8) Time is of the essence for the establishment
4 of commissions, because of the increasing danger of
5 destruction and loss of relevant documents, the ad-
6 vanced age of potential witnesses and, most impor-
7 tantly, the advanced age of those affected by the
8 United States Government’s policies. Many who suf-
9 fered have already passed away and will never know

10 of this effort.
11 SEC. 03. DEFINITIONS.
12 In this title:
13 (1) D u r in g  w o rld  w ar  ii.— The term “during
14 World War II” refers to the period between Sep-
15 teniber 1, 1939, through December 31, 1948.
16 (2) E u r o p e a n  Am e r ic a n s .—
17 (A) In  GENERAL.—The term “European
18 Americans” refers to United States citizens and
19 resident aliens of European ancestry, including

r  — ii *

20 Italian Americans, German Americans, Hun-
21 garian Americans, Romanian Americans, and
22 Bulgarian Americans.
23 (B) It a l ia n  Am e r ic a n s .—The term
24 ' ‘Italian Americans’ ’ refers to United States
25 citizens and resident aliens of Italian ancestry.
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1 (C) Ger m a n  Am e r ic a n s .— T he term
2 “German Americans” refers to United States
3 citizens and resident aliens of German ancestry.
4 (3) E u r o p e a n  la t in  Am e r ic a n s .— The term
5 “European Latin Americans” refers to persons of
6 European ancestry, including Italian or German, an-
7 cestry, residing in a Latin American nation during
8 World War II.

O:\CRAtoa07502jcml S.L.C.
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9 (4) La t in  Am erican  n a t io n .—The term
10 “Latin American nation” refers to any nation in
11 Central America, South America, or the Carribean.
12 S u b title  A—C om m ission on  War-
13 tim e Treatm ent o f E uropean
14 A m ericans
15 S E C . Oil. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION ON WAR-
16 TIME TREATMENT OF EUROPEAN AMERI-
17 CANS.
18 (a) In  Ge n e r a l .—There is established the Commis-
19 sion on Wartime Treatment of European Americans (re-
20 ferred to in this subtitle as the “European American Com-
21 mission”).
22 (b) Me m b e r s h ip .—The European American Com-
23 mission shall be composed of 7 members, who shall be ap-
24 pointed not later than 90 days after the date of enactment
25 of this Act as follows:
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1 (1) Three members shall be appointed by the
2 President.
3 (2) Two members shall be appointed by the
4 Speaker of the House of Representatives, in con-
5 sultation with the minority leader.
6 (3) Two members shall be appointed by the ma-
7 jority leader of the Senate, in consultation with the
8 minority leader.
9 (c) T e r m s .—The term of office for members shall be

10 for the life of the European American Commission. A va-
11 cancy in the European American Commission shall not af-
12 feet its powers, and shall be filled in the same manner
13 in which the original appointment was made.
14 (d) R e p r e s e n t a t io n .—The European American
15 Commission shall include 2 members representing the in-
16 terests of Italian Americans and 2 members representing
17 the interests of German Americans.
18 (e) M e e t in g s .—The President shall call the first
19 meeting of the European American Commission not later
20 than 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act.
21 (f) Qu o r u m .—Four members of the European Amer-
22 ican Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser
23 number may hold hearings.
24 (g) Ch a ir m a n .—The European American Commis-
25 sion shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman from



1 among its members. The term of office of each shall be
2 for the life of the European American Commission.
3 (h) Co m p e n sa t io n .—
4 (1) In  GENERAL.—Members of the European
5 American Commission shall serve without pay.
6 (2) R e im b u r s e m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s .— All mem-
7 bers of the European American Commission shall be
8 reimbursed for reasonable travel and subsistence,
9 and other reasonable and necessary expenses in-

10 eurred by them in the performance of their duties.
11 SEC.  012. DUTIES OF THE EUROPEAN AMERICAN COM-
12 MISSION,
13 (a) In  Ge n e r a l .—It shall be the duty of the Euro-
14 pean American Commission to review the United States
15 Government's wartime treatment of European Americans
16 and European Latin Americans as provided in subsection
17 (b).
18 (b) Sc o pe  o f  R e v ie w .—The European American
19 Commission’s review shall include the following:
20 (1) A comprehensive review of the facts and cir-
21 cumstances surrounding United States Government
22 actions during World War II with respect to Euro-
23 pean Americans and European Latin Americans
24 pursuant to the Alien Enemies Acts (50 U.S.C. 21
25 et seq.). Presidential Proclamations 2526, 2527,
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1 2655, 2662, and 2685, Executive Orders 9066 and
2 9095, and any directive of the United States Gov-
3 ernment pursuant to such law, proclamations, or ex-
4 ecutive orders respecting the registration, arrest, ex-
5 elusion, internment, exchange, or deportation of Eu-
6 ropean Americans and European Latin Americans.
7 This review shall include an assessment of the un-
8 derlying rationale of the United States Government’s
9 decision to develop related programs and policies,

10 the information the United States Government re-
11 ceived or acquired suggesting the related programs
12 and policies were necessary, the perceived benefit of
13 enacting such programs and policies, and the imme-
14 diate and long-term impact of such programs and
15 policies on European Americans and European
16 Latin Americans and their communities.
17 (2) A comprehensive review of United States
18 Government action during World War II with re-
19 spect to European Americans and European Latin
20 Americans pursuant to the Alien Enemies Acts (50
21 U.S.C. 21 et seq.), Presidential Proclamations 2526,
22 2527, 2655, 2662, and 2685, Executive Orders
23 9066 and 9095, and any directive of the United
24 States Government pursuant to such law, proclama-
25 tions, or executive orders, including registration re-

O:\CRA\cra07502.xml S.L.C.
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1 quirements, travel and property restrictions, estab-
2 lishment of restricted areas, raids, arrests, intern-
3 ment, exclusion, policies relating to the families and
4 property that excludees and internees were forced to
5 abandon, internee employment by American compa-
6 nies (including a list of such companies and the
7 terms and type of employment), exchange, repatri-
8 ation, and deportation, and the immediate and long-
9 term effect of such actions, particularly internment,

10 on the lives of those affected. This review shall in-
11 elude a list of—
12 (A) all temporary detention and long-term
13 internment facilities in the United States and
14 Latin American nations that were used to de-
15 tain or intern European Americans and Euro-
16 pean Latin Americans during World War II (in
17 this paragraph referred to as “World War II
18 detention facilities”);
19 (B) the names of European Americans and
20 European Latin Americans who died while in
21 World War II detention facilities and where
22 they were buried;
23 (C) the names of children of European
24 Americans and European Latin Americans who

9
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1 were born in World War II detention facilities
2 and where they were born; and
3 (D) the nations from which European
4 Latin Americans were brought to the United
5 States, the ships that transported them to the
6 United States and their departure and disem-
7 barkation ports, the locations where European
8 Americans and European Latin Americans were
9 exchanged for persons held in European Axis

10 nations, and the ships that transported them to
11 Europe and their departure and disembarkation
12 ports.
13 (3) A brief review of the participation by Euro -
14 pean Americans in the United States Armed Forces
15 including the participation of European Americans
16 whose families were excluded, interned, repatriated,
17 or exchanged.
18 (4) A recommendation of appropriate remedies,
19 including how civil liberties can be protected during
20 war, or an actual, attempted, or threatened invasion
21 or incursion, an assessment of the continued viabil-
22 ity of the Alien Enemies Acts (50 U.S.C. 21 et seq.),
23 and public education programs related to the United
24 States Government’s wartime treatment of European

O:\CRA\era07502.xml S.L.C.
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1 Americans and European Latin Americans during
2 World War II.
3 (c) F ie l d  H e a r in g s .—The European American
4 Commission shall hold public hearings in such cities of the
5 United States as it deems appropriate.
6 (d) R e p o r t .—The European American Commission
7 shall submit a written report of its findings and rec-
8 ommendations to Congress not later than 18 months after
9 the date of the first meeting called pursuant to section

1 0 ____011(e).
11 SE C . 013. POWERS OF THE EUROPEAN AMERICAN COM-
12 MISSION.
13 (a) I n  Ge n e r a l .—The European American Commis-
14 sion or, on the authorization of the Commission, any sub-
15 committee or member thereof, may, for the purpose of ear-
16 rying out the provisions of this subtitle, hold such hearings
17 and sit and act at such times and places, and request the
18 attendance and testimony of such witnesses and the pro-
19 duction of such books, records, correspondence, memo-
20 randum, papers, and documents as the Commission or
21 such subcommittee or member may deem advisable. The
22 European American Commission may request the Attor-
23 ney General to invoke the aid of an appropriate United
24 States district court to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
25 such attendance, testimony, or production.

O:\CRA\cra07502.xml S.L.C.
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1 (b) Go v e r n m e n t  I nfo r m a tio n  a n d  Co o pe r a-
2 t io n .—The European American Commission may acquire
3 directly from the head of any department, agency, inde-
4 pendent instrumentality, or other authority of the execu-
5 tive branch of the Government, available information that
6 the European American Commission considers useful in
7 the discharge of its duties. All departments, agencies, and
8 independent instrumentalities, or other authorities of the
9 executive branch of the Government shall cooperate with

10 the European American Commission and furnish all infor-
11 mation requested by the European American Commission
12 to the extent permitted by law, including information col-
13 lected under the Commission on Wartime and Internment
14 of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317; 50 U.S.C. App.
15 1981 note) and the Wartime Violation of Italian Ameri-
16 cans Civil Liberties Act (Public Law 106-451; 50 U.S.C.
17 App. 1981 note). For purposes of section 552a(b)(9) of
18 title 5, United States Code (commonly known as the “Pri-
19 vacy Act of 1974”), the European American Commission
20 shall be deemed to be a committee of jurisdiction.
21 SEC. 014. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
22 The European American Commission is authorized
23 to—
24 (1) appoint and fix the compensation of such
25 personnel as may be necessary, without regard to

0  :\CRA\cra07502 .xml S.L.G.
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1 the provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
2 erning appointments in the competitive service, and
3 without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
4 subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to
5 classification and General Schedule pay rates, except
6 that the compensation of any employee of the Com-
7 mission may not exceed a rate equivalent to the rate
8 payable under GS-15 of the General Schedule under
9 section 5332 of such title;

10 (2) obtain the services of experts and consult-
11 ants in accordance with the provisions of section
12 3109 of such title;
13 (3) obtain the detail of any Federal Govern-
14 ment employee, and such detail shall be without re-
15 imbursement or interruption or loss of civil service
16 status or privilege;
17 (4) enter into agreements with the Adminis-
18 trator of General Services for procurement of nec-
19 essary financial and administrative services, for
20 which payment shall be made by reimbursement
21 from funds of the Commission in such amounts as
22 may be agreed upon by the Chairman of the Com-
23 mission and the Administrator;
24 (5) procure supplies, services, and property by
25 contract in accordance with applicable laws and reg-
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1 ulations and to the extent or in such amounts as are
2 provided in appropriation Acts; and
3 (6) enter into contracts with Federal or State
4 agencies, private firms, institutions, and agencies for
5 the conduct of research or surveys, the preparation
6 of reports, and other activities necessary to the dis-
7 charge of the duties of the Commission, to the ex-
8 tent or in such amounts as are provided in appro-
9 priation Acts.

10 SEC. 015. FUNDING.
11 Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated to the
12 Department of Justice, $600,000 shall be available to
13 carry out this subtitle.
14 SEC. 016. SUNSET.
15 The European American Commission shall terminate
16 60 days after it submits its report to Congress.
17 S u b title  B—C om m ission on War-
18 tim e T reatm ent o f  J ew ish  Refu-
19 gees
20 S E C . 021. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION ON WAR-
21 TIME TREATMENT OF JEWISH REFUGEES.
22 (a) In  Ge n e r a l .—There is established the Commis-
23 sion on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees (referred
24 to in this subtitle as the “Jewish Refugee Commission”).
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1 (b) Me m b e r s h ip .—The Jewish Refugee Commission
2 shall be composed of 7 members, who shall be appointed
3 not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this
4 Act as follows:
5 (1) Three members shall be appointed by the
6 President.
7 (2) Two members shall be appointed by the
8 Speaker of the House of Representatives, in con-
9 sultation with the minority leader.

10 (3) Two members shall be appointed by the ma­
l l  jority leader of the Senate, in consultation with the
12 minority leader.
13 (c) T e r m s .—The term of office for members shall be
14 for the life of the Jewish Refugee Commission. A vacancy
15 in the Jewish Refugee Commission shall not affect its pow-
16 ers, and shall be tilled in the same manner in which the
17 original appointment was made.
18 (d) R e p r e s e n t a t io n .—The Jewish Refugee Com-
19 mission shall include 2 members representing the interests
20 of Jewish refugees.
21 (e) Me e t in g s .—The President shall call the first
22 meeting of the Jewish Refugee Commission not later than
23 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act.
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1 (f) Qu o r u m .—Four members of the Jewish Refugee
2 Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser num-
3 ber may hold hearings.
4 (g) Ch a ir m a n .—The Jewish Refugee Commission
5 shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman from among
6 its members. The term of office of each shall be for the
7 life of the Jewish Refugee Commission.
8 (h) Co m pe n sa t io n .—
9 (1) In  g e n e r a l .—Members of the Jewish Ref-

10 ugee Commission shall serve without pay.
11 (2) R e im b u r se m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s .—All mem-
12 bers of the Jewish Refugee Commission shall be re-
13 imbursed for reasonable travel and subsistence, and
14 other reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by
15 them in the performance of their duties.
16 S E G . 022. DUTIES OF THE JEWISH REFUGEE COMMIS-
17 SION.
18 (a) In  Ge n e r a l .—It shall be the duty of the Jewish
19 Refugee Commission to review the United States Govern-
20 ment’s refusal to allow Jewish and other refugees fleeing
21 persecution or genocide in Europe entry to the United
22 States as provided in subsection (b).
23 (b) S c o pe  o f  R e v ie w .—The Jewish Refugee Com-
24 mission’s review shall cover the period between January
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1 1, 1933, through December 31, 1945, and shall include,
2 to the greatest extent practicable, the following:
3 (1) A review of the United States Government's
4 decision to deny Jewish and other refugees fleeing
5 persecution or genocide entry to the United States,
6 including a review of the underlying rationale of the
7 United States Government's decision to refuse the
8 Jewish and other refugees entry, the information the
9 United States Government received or acquired sug-

10 gesting such refusal was necessary, the perceived
11 benefit of such refusal, and the impact of such re-
12 fusal on the refugees.
13 (2) A review of Federal refugee law and policy
14 relating to those fleeing persecution or genocide, in-
15 eluding recommendations for making it easier in the
16 future for victims of persecution or genocide to ob-
17 ta in  refuge in the U nited States.
18 (c) F ie l d  H e a r in g s .—The Jewish Refugee Com-
19 mission shall hold public hearings in such cities of the
20 United States as it deems appropriate.
21 (d) R e p o r t .—The Jewish Refugee Commission shall
22 submit a written report of its findings and recommenda-
23 tions to Congress not later than 18 months after the date
24 of the first meeting called pursuant to section _
25 021(e).
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1 SEC. ___ 023. POWERS OF THE JEWISH REFUGEE COMMIS-
2 SION.
3 (a) I n  Ge n e r a l .—The Jewish Refugee Commission
4 or, on the authorization of the Commission, any sub-
5 committee or member thereof, may, for the purpose of car-
6 rying out the provisions of this subtitle, hold such hearings
7 and sit and act at such tunes and places, and request the
8 attendance and testimony of such witnesses and the pro-
9 duetion of such books, records, correspondence, memo-

10 randum, papers, and documents as the Commission or
11 such subcommittee or member may deem advisable. The
12 Jewish Refugee Commission may request the Attorney
13 General to invoke the aid of an appropriate United States
14 district court to require, by subpoena or otherwise, such
15 attendance, testimony, or production.
16 (b) Go v er n m en t  Info r m a tio n  a n d  Co o pe r a -
17 t io n .— The Jewish Refugee Commission may acquire di-
18 reetly from the head of any department, agency, inde-
19 pendent instrumentality, or other authority of the execu-
20 tive branch of the Government, available information that
21 the Jewish Refugee Commission considers useful in the
22 discharge of its duties. All departments, agencies, and
23 independent instrumentalities, or other authorities of the
24 executive branch of the Government shall cooperate with
25 the Jewish Refugee Commission and furnish all informa-
26 tion requested by the Jewish Refugee Commission to the
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1 extent permitted by law, including information collected
2 as a result of the Commission on Wartime and Internment
3 of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317; 50 U.S.C. App.
4 1981 note) and the Wartime Violation of Italian Ameri-
5 cans Civil Liberties Act (Public Law 106-451; 50 U.S.C.
6 App. 1981 note). For purposes of section 552a(b)(9) of
7 title 5, United States Code (commonly known as the “Pri-
8 vacy Act of 1974”), the Jewish Refugee Commission shall
9 be deemed to be a committee of jurisdiction.

10 SEC. 024. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.
11 The Jewish Refugee Commission is authorized to—
12 (1) appoint and fix the compensation of such
13 personnel as may be necessary, without regard to
14 the provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
15 eming appointments in the competitive sendee, and
16 without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
17 subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to
18 classification and General Schedule pay rates, except
19 that the compensation of any employee of the Com-
20 mission may not exceed a rate equivalent to the rate
21 payable under GS-15 of the General Schedule under
22 section 5332 of such title;
23 (2) obtain the services of experts and consult-
24 ants in accordance with the provisions of section
25 3109 of such title;
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1 (3) obtain the detail of any Federal Govern-
2 ment employee, and such detail shall be without re-
3 imbursement or interruption or loss of civil service
4 status or privilege;
5 (4) enter into agreements with the Adminis-
6 trator of General Services for procurement of nec-
7 essary financial and administrative services, for
8 which payment shall be made by reimbursement
9 from funds of the Commission in such amounts as

10 may be agreed upon by the Chairman of the Com-
11 mission and the Administrator;
12 (5) procure supplies, services, and property by
13 contract in accordance with applicable laws and reg-
14 illations and to the extent or in such amounts as are
15 provided in appropriation Acts; and
16 (6) enter into contracts with Federal or State
17 agencies, private firms, institutions, and agencies for
18 the conduct of research or surveys, the preparation
19 of reports, and other activities necessary to the dis-
20 charge of the duties of the Commission, to the ex-
21 tent or in such amounts as are provided in appro-
22 priation Acts.
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1 SEC. 025. FUNDING.
2 Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated to the
3 Department of Justice, $600,000 shall be available to
4 cariy out this subtitle.
5 SEC. 026. SUNSET.
6 The Jewish Refugee Commission shall terminate 60
7 days after it submits its report to Congress.
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Calendar No. 135
110t h  Co n g ress  1 [ Repo rt1st Session }  SENATE j 110-62

WARTIME TREATMENT STUDY ACT OF 2007

May 4, 2007.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. Leahy, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following

R E P O R T
[To accompany S. 621]

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office]
The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill (S. 621), to establish commissions to review the facts and cir­cumstances surrounding injustices suffered by European Ameri­cans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War II, having considered the same, reports favorably there­on and recommends that the bill do pass.
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I. PURPOSE OF THE WARTIME TREATMENT STUDY ACT OF 2007
The Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007 would create two fact­finding commissions to supplement the work done in the 1980s by the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civil­ians, which studied the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II. The Act would create one commission to review the U.S. Government’s treatment of German Americans, Italian Ameri­cans, and European Latin Americans during World War II, and an­other commission to review the U.S. Government’s treatment of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution during World War II.
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The victory of America and its allies in the Second World War was a triumph for freedom, justice, and human rights. But, at the same time that many brave Americans fought for freedom in Eu­rope and the Pacific, the U.S. Government was curtailing the free­dom of a number of people at home.Many Americans are aware that during World War II, under the authority of Executive Order 9066 and the Alien Enemies Act, the U.S. Government forced more than 100,000 ethnic Japanese from their homes and ultimately into relocation and internment camps. Through the work of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, created by Congress in 1980, this shameful event finally received the official acknowledgement and condemna­tion it deserved. Under the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, people of Japanese ancestry who were subjected to relocation or internment later received an apology and reparations on behalf of the people of the United States.The Wartime Treatment Study Act will ensure that the U.S. Government also acknowledges the mistreatment experienced dur­ing World War II by many German Americans, Italian Americans, and European Latin Americans, as well as Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution. The Wartime Treatment Study Act would create two independent, fact-finding commissions to review this unfortu­nate history.One commission would review the treatment by the U.S. Govern­ment of German Americans, Italian Americans, and other Euro­pean Americans, as well as European Latin Americans, during World War II. Most Americans are unaware that, as was the case with many ethnic Japanese, approximately 11,000 ethnic Germans, 3,200 ethnic Italians, and scores of Bulgarians, Hungarians, Roma­nians or other European Americans and European Latin Americans were taken from their homes and placed in internment camps dur­ing World War II. Following Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Government pursuant to the Alien Enemies Act deemed approximately 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born United States resident aliens as “enemy aliens,” restricting their travel and personal prop­erty rights and requiring them to carry certificates of identification. Extensive prohibited zones were established where “enemy aliens” were forbidden or their movements were restricted. Thousands of European Americans, including American-born children, ultimately ended up behind barbed wire and under armed guard in detention facilities and internment camps, such as the camps operated by the Department of Justice at Crystal City, Texas; Seagoville, Texas; Kenedy, Texas; Missoula, Montana; and Bismarck, North Dakota. The last European American internees, held at Ellis Island, were not released until 1948.In addition, pursuant to a policy coordinated with 18 Latin American countries, more than 4,000 German Latin Americans, in­cluding German and Austrian Jews, and more than 200 Italian Latin Americans were arrested, transferred to the U.S. and in­terned. Thousands, including in some instances American-born children, were later deported to hostile, war-torn European Axis nations in exchange for Americans and Latin Americans held there.These policies were devastating to the German and Italian com­munities, individuals and families, and the effects are still being experienced. The Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007 will enable
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Americans to learn about this history and explore why the U.S. Government violated these individuals’ basic rights based on their nationality or ethnicity.A second commission created by this bill would review the treat­ment by the U.S. Government of Jewish refugees, like those aboard the German vessel the St. Louis, who were fleeing Nazi persecution and genocide. Prior to and during World War II, the United States restricted the entry of Jewish refugees who were fleeing persecu­tion or genocide and sought safety in the United States. During the 1930s and 1940s, U.S. Government policies affected the number of Jewish refugees, particularly those from Germany and Austria, who could gain admittance to the United States. The commission would review these facts, including how U.S. immigration policies failed to provide adequate safe harbor to Jewish refugees fleeing the persecution of Nazi Germany.The injustices to European Americans, European Latin Ameri­cans, and Jewish refugees occurred more than 50 years ago. Enact­ment of the Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007 is urgently needed. If Congress further delays enactment, the people who were affected by these policies will no longer be here to tell their stories. As Senator Feingold said in his February 15, 2007, floor statement upon introduction of S. 621, “If we wait, the people who were af­fected will no longer be here to know that Congress has at last rec­ognized their sacrifice and resolved to learn from the mistakes of the past.” There has been a measure of justice for Japanese Ameri­cans who were denied their liberty and property during World War II. Our country benefited greatly from analyzing the Japanese American experience. So, too, will it benefit from understanding the European American and European Latin American experience. The Wartime Treatment Study Act would complete the accounting of this period in our nation’s history and provide a long overdue measure of justice to European Americans and European Latin Americans who also lost their freedoms.
II. HISTORY OF THE BILL AND COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

The Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007, S. 621, is a bipar­tisan measure introduced on February 15, 2007, by Senator Fein­gold, Senator Grassley, Senator Kennedy, Senator Lieberman and Senator Inouye. Senator Cardin and Senator Wyden also joined the bill as cosponsors. Representative Robert Wexler introduced an identical measure, H.R. 1185, on February 16, 2007, in the House of Representatives.The bill was listed on the Judiciary Committee’s agenda for the first time on March 22, 2007. On April 12, 2007, the Committee or­dered S. 621 to be reported favorably, without amendment, by voice vote.The Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007 builds on measures that were reported favorably from the Judiciary Committee in the 107th, 108th and 109th Congresses. In the 107th Congress, Sen­ator Feingold, Senator Grassley and Senator Kennedy introduced S. 1356, the Wartime Treatment of European Americans and Refu­gees Study Act, on August 3, 2001. On March 14, 2002, the Judici­ary Committee reported by voice vote an amended version of the bill. Significant changes included establishing two 7-member com­missions rather than one 11-member commission, and changing the
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name to the Wartime Treatment Study Act. No further action was taken in that Congress.In the 108th Congress, Senator Feingold, Senator Grassley, Sen­ator Kennedy and Senator Lieberman reintroduced the Wartime Treatment Study Act as S. 1691 on October 1, 2003. It was re­ported favorably by the Judiciary Committee on October 16, 2003. In January 2004, on the Senate floor Senator Feingold sought unanimous consent that the measure be taken up and passed by the Senate, but an objection was raised.In the 109th Congress, Senator Feingold, Senator Grassley, Sen­ator Kennedy, Senator Lieberman, Senator Corzine, and Senator Wyden reintroduced the bill as S. 1354 on June 30, 2005. It was reported favorably without amendment by the Judiciary Committee on November 17, 2005. No further action was taken.
III. SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY OF THE BILL

Section 1 contains the short title of the Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007.Section 2 contains the following findings:(1) During World War II, the United States Government deemed as “enemy aliens” more than 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 Ger­man-born United States resident aliens and their families and re­quired them to carry Certificates of Identification and limited their travel and personal property rights. At that time, these groups were the two largest foreign-born groups in the United States.(2) During World War II, the United States Government ar­rested, interned, or otherwise detained thousands of European Americans, some remaining in custody for years after cessation of World War II hostilities, and repatriated, exchanged, or deported European Americans, including American-born children, to Euro­pean Axis nations, many to be exchanged for Americans held in those nations.(3) Pursuant to a policy coordinated by the United States with Latin American nations, many European Latin Americans, includ­ing German and Austrian Jews, were arrested, brought to the United States, and interned. Many were later expatriated, repatri­ated, or deported to European Axis nations during World War II, many to be exchanged for Americans and Latin Americans held in those nations.(4) Millions of European Americans served in the armed forces and thousands sacrificed their lives in defense of the United States.(5) The wartime policies of the United States Government were devastating to the Italian American and German American commu­nities, individuals, and their families. The detrimental effects are still being experienced.(6) Prior to and during World War II, the United States re­stricted the entry of Jewish refugees who were fleeing persecution or genocide and sought safety in the United States. During the 1930s and 1940s, the quota system, immigration regulations, visa requirements, and the time required to process visa applications af­fected the number of Jewish refugees, particularly those from Ger­many and Austria, who could gain admittance to the United States.(7) The United States Government should conduct an inde­pendent review to fully assess and acknowledge these actions. Con­gress has previously reviewed the United States Government’s war­
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time treatment of Japanese Americans through the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. An independent review of the treatment of German Americans and Italian Ameri­cans and of Jewish refugees fleeing persecution and genocide has not yet been undertaken.(8) Time is of the essence for the establishment of commissions, because of the increasing danger of destruction and loss of relevant documents, the advanced age of potential witnesses and, most im­portantly, the advanced age of those affected by the United States Government’s policies. Many who suffered have already passed away and will never know of this effort.Section 3 defines the key terms of the legislation. It specifies that “during World War II” covers the time period between September 1, 1939, and December 31, 1948. It defines “European Americans” to include U.S. citizens and resident aliens of European ancestry; “Italian Americans” to include U.S. citizens and resident aliens of Italian ancestry; “German Americans” to include U.S. citizens and resident aliens of German ancestry; and “European Latin Ameri­cans” to include persons of European ancestry residing in Central America, South America or the Caribbean during World War II.
Title I—Commission on Wartime Treatment o f European Americans

Section 101 establishes the Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans. It provides that the 7-member Commission be composed of three members appointed by the President, two by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and two by the majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader. The provision contemplates that the appoint­ing authorities will work together to ensure that the Commission includes two members representing the interests of Italian Ameri­cans and two members representing the interests of German Amer­icans.Section 102 sets out the duties of the Commission, which include a comprehensive review of the U.S. Government’s treatment of Eu­ropean Americans and European Latin Americans during World War II, and the compilation of a list of the detention and intern­ment facilities where they were held, and those who died and were born in those facilities. This review also will include an assessment of the underlying rationale for the U.S. Government’s actions and recommendations for how civil liberties can be protected during wartime in the future. Section 102 also requires the Commission to submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commis­sion’s first meeting.Section 103 sets out the powers of the Commission. The Commis­sion may hold hearings at times and locations of its choosing, and request the testimony of witnesses and the production of books, records, correspondence, memorandum, papers, and documents. If the Commission has difficulty securing such testimony or produc­tion, it may ask the Attorney General to invoke the aid of an ap­propriate federal court to require such testimony or production. In addition, the legislation requires that all executive branch entities comply fully with any requests for information from the Commis­sion.
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Section 104 contains administrative provisions regarding the hir­ing of staff, consultants and details; procuring supplies, services and property; and entering into contracts.Section 105 authorizes $600,000 in appropriations for the Com­mission to carry out its duties.Section 106 sunsets the Commission 60 days after it submits the report to Congress required by Section 102.
Title II—Commission on Wartime Treatment o f Jewish Refugees

Section 201 establishes the Commission on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees. It provides that the 7-member Commission be composed of three members appointed by the President, two by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and two by the majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader. The provision contemplates that the appointing authorities will work together to ensure that the Commission in­cludes two members representing the interests of Jewish refugees.Section 202 sets out the duties of the Commission, which include a comprehensive review of the U.S. Government’s treatment of Jewish and other refugees fleeing Nazi persecution or genocide dur­ing World War II, and an assessment of the underlying rationale for the U.S. Government’s actions and recommendations for how people fleeing persecution or genocide in the future can better ob­tain refuge in the United States. Section 102 also requires the Commission to submit a written report of its findings and rec­ommendations to Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.Section 203 sets out the powers of the Commission. The Commis­sion may hold hearings at times and locations of its choosing, and request the testimony of witnesses and the production of books, records, correspondence, memorandum, papers, and documents. If the Commission has difficulty securing such testimony or produc­tion, it may ask the Attorney General to invoke the aid of an ap­propriate federal court to require such testimony or production. In addition, the legislation requires that all executive branch entities comply fully with any requests for information from the Commis­sion.Section 204 contains administrative provisions regarding the hir­ing of staff, consultants and details; procuring supplies, services and property; and entering into contracts.Section 205 authorizes $600,000 in appropriations for the Com­mission to carry out its duties.Section 206 sunsets the Commission 60 days after it submits the report to Congress required by Section 202.
IV. COST ESTIMATE

The Committee sets forth, with respect to the bill, S. 621, the fol­lowing estimate and comparison prepared by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974:
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April 19, 2007.
Hon. P a tr ic k  J. L e a h y ,Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

De a r  M r . Ch airm a n : The Congressional Budget Office has pre­pared the enclosed cost estimate for S. 621, the Wartime Treatment Study Act.If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Matthew Pickford.Sincerely,
P e t e r  R. Orsza g .

Enclosure.
S. 621— Wartime Treatment Study Act

S. 621 would establish two commissions, the Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans and the Commission on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees. The first commission would review the conduct of the United States government during World War II towards European Americans and European Latin Americans. The second commission would focus on the govern­ment’s treatment of Jewish refugees during World War II.Each commission, consisting of seven members, would have 18 months to report on its findings and recommendations. Members would serve without pay, but would be reimbursed for travel ex­penses. In addition, the commissions could hire staff or use per­sonnel from other agencies. Each commission would terminate 60 days after submitting its final report. To fund the costs of the com­missions, the bill would authorize the appropriation of $1.2 million ($600,000 per commission).Assuming the appropriation of the authorized amounts, CBO es­timates that implementing S. 621 would cost $1.2 million over the 2008-2009 period. Enacting the bill would not affect direct spend­ing or revenues. The legislation does not authorize any payment of restitution; such authority would require a separate act of Con­gress.;57621 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of state, local, or tribal governments.The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Matthew Pickford. This estimate was approved by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assist­ant Director for Budget Analysis.
V. REGULATORY IMPACT EVALUATION

In compliance with rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen­ate, the Committee finds that no significant regulatory impact will result from the enactment of S. 621.
VI. CONCLUSION

Passage and enactment of the Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007, S. 621, is long overdue. This bipartisan legislation will allow for a fuller accounting of this tragic chapter in our Nation’s history.
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VII. CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW
Pursuant to paragraph 12 of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the Committee finds no changes in existing law made by S. 621, as ordered reported.

O



J O S E P H  I. i IE B F R M A N , C O N N E C T IC U T . C H A IR M A N

United States Senate
COMMITTEE ON 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250

June 11,2007

The Honorable Joseph Liebennan 
Chairman
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee 
340 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Lieberman:

I am writing to express my views regarding the legislation you have scheduled to be considered at 
the June 13, 2007, business meeting o f the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs. I appreciate your careful consideration o f my views and look forward to working with 
you to reconcile any differences of opinion we may have.

S. 1257, the " District o f Columbia House Voting Rights Act of 2007"

Although I applaud the objectives o f S. 1257,1 have deep Constitutional concerns regarding the 
bill and will therefore have to oppose it. While I concur with you that there is little reason to 
maintain the federal district according to its original design, as an enclave without representation 
in the House o f Representatives, 1 believe that our first priority must be to uphold the plain 
provisions o f the Constitution.

1 believe that the bill before the committee is unconstitutional for the following reasons: 1) a plain 
reading o f Article I, Section 2, o f  the Constitution states that the House o f Representatives shall 
be chosen by ’’the people of the several states,” implicitly excluding citizens o f non-States, and by 
extension citizens o f the federal district; 2) the "plenary powers" given to Congress over the 
federal district in Article 1, Section 8, are limited to matters related to the district itself and not to 
the makeup o f the House o f Representatives; and 3) a similar effort to provide residents o f the 
federal district with a vote in the Presidential election required an amendment to the Constitution, 
which set a precedent for the current effort to provide congressional representation.

As an alternative, I would support any effort by Congress to move forward with a Constitutional 
amendment providing for district residents to elect one member of the House o f Representatives.

S. 274, the "Federal Employee Protection of Disclosures Act"

As one who believes that rigorous oversight o f the federal government is essential, and that such 
oversight occasionally relies on the testimony of whistleblowers, I remain concerned about a 
number o f provisions in this bill. Regarding the bill generally, I have not seen any evidence that 
the current protections for whistleblowers are inadequate and would question the need for 
changing the law.

More specifically, my first concern is that this bill may inadvertently create opportunities for an
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increase in false accusations o f retaliation by allowing disclosures to be defined as information 
shared at any time or place, for any reason and to nearly any person.

Second, I am concerned that changing the rules for judicial review may negatively affect the 
resolution o f legitimate whistleblower retaliation cases. By removing sole jurisdiction from the 
U.S. Court o f Appeals in the Federal Circuit, we open up the possibility o f scattering the case law 
between multiple courts and creating a conflicting and confusing legal environment. Before 
altering the judicial review process 1 would recommend that the Committee first be provided with 
an analysis o f the impact this change would have.

H.R. 1254, Presidential Library Donation Reform Act of 2007

This bill would provide for some much needed transparency in the area o f donations to 
presidential libraries, and I appreciate the effort to bring that ’’sunshine" to an un-transparent area 
of our political process. I am concerned, though, that the issue has become unnecessarily 
politicized. At the current time, the Administration has serious concerns over the bill and will 
likely issue a veto threat in its current form. I believe that there are some common-sense 
measures we could take to take the politics out o f the debate and achieve the goals we all share.

First, the bill should be amended to apply to each successive Administration after the enactment 
of this bill. This would take away the need for both Republicans and Democrats to oppose or 
support the bill based on current office-holders, but would rather ensure the debate would simply 
be over policy.

Second, the bill should be extended to apply to Members o f Congress in the exact same way. As 
you know, charitable foundations are often initiated in the name o f a Member after he or she 
leaves Congress. Therefore, the same level o f transparency should be applied to those donations 
for the same reasons.

S. Res. 22, Reaffirming the constitutional and statutory protections accorded sealed 
domestic mail, and for other purposes

I do not object to this resolution at this time.

S. 967, the "Federal Supervisor Training Act of 2007"

My primary concern with S. 967 is that no money is provided in the bill to agencies for this 
expansion o f training programs and therefore the cost o f the programs is unintentionally masked. 
It will likely cost a considerable amount for agencies to meet the requirement that every 
management and supervisor-level employee undergo instructor-based training every three years. 
By passing this authorization bill, agencies will have increased pressure to spend more on training 
and to ask Congress for increased appropriations in this area. I believe that the increase in costs 
for this training program should be offset with a programmatic decrease in costs elsewhere.

My other concern is that this bill would increase the scope o f the Office o f Personnel 
Management's (OPM) authority over individual agencies to manage their own training programs. 
Under current law, OPM is prohibited from drafting regulations for "intra-agency" training 
programs, but this bill would overrule that prohibition and instead require agencies to report 
directly to OPM regarding their training activities. 1 believe that OPM can properly assist 
agencies with training, but that it should not be given increased authority to control an agency's 
activities.



S. 1046, the "Senior Professional Performance Act of 2007"

I do not object this legislation -  as introduced -  at this time because it provides increased 
flexibility to any Administration for the purpose o f managing senior employees.

S. 1099, To amend chapter 89 o f title 5, United States Code, to make individuals employed 
by the Roosevelt Campobello International Park Commission eligible to obtain Federal 
health insurance

I do not object to this legislation at this time because I believe that no American citizen, including 
employees o f U.S. government, should be subjected to Canadian socialized medicine. For the 
sake o f their health, quality o f life and piece o f mind, U.S. citizens should not be forced to 
participate in rationed, single-payer Canadian healthcare. I applaud the efforts o f the bill 
sponsors to allow these U.S. government employees the benefit o f market-based health care and 
so I will not object to granting them access to the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program.

S. 597, To extend the special postage stamp for breast cancer research for 2 years

I am a cosponsor o f this legislation.

H.R. 1255, the "Presidential Records Act Amendments of 2007"

I believe that transparency in government records is an important component o f accountability 
and that presidential records provide important historical insights into the workings of 
government officials. But, I am concerned that this bill may lead to unconstitutional infringement 
o f Executive privilege. Given the importance o f the separation o f powers to stability o f our 
Republic, I will oppose the bill in its current form. One significant concern I have is the 20-day 
time limit that the bill imposes on former presidents to review any records for executive 
privilege. It is not clear why providing fewer than four weeks to review such documents is the 
appropriate time period. It seems that the time the executive branch takes for this review should 
rightly depend on the quantity and content o f the documents in question.

S. 381, the "Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment o f Latin Americans of 
Japanese Descent Act"

The bill duplicates the work o f  the Commission on Relocation and Internment o f Citizens (in 
1982) and reopens a matter resolved and settled by the U.S. Government (class action lawsuit 
against the U.S. government 11 years ago was settled in 1998 and involved a payout to Latin 
American citizens o f Japanese descent). As such, I am not clear on the need for this bill at this 
time and will therefore oppose its passage by the committee.

Thank you again for your careful consideration o f my above concerns with the legislation being 
considered by the Committee on June 13, 2007.

Tom Cobum, M.D.



Luong, Van (Inouye)

ant:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

rom: Eric Yamamoto [ericy@hawaii.edu]
Monday, June 11, 2007 3:55 PM 
Luong, Van (Inouye)
GRACE SHIMIZU; Oh, Christine; rstoma@earthlink.net; ohcdcdbg@co.hawaii.hi.us; timothy 
koide; Yoshioka, Mary (Inouye)
Re: JLA Q & A memo

Van,
Very helpful statement. My few suggestions go mainly to opening framing and 
characterizing.
I understand a desire to create a sense of balance (and not to be inflammatory). At the 
same time, I think this version, while factually helpful, is too sanitized and it loses 
its oomph. I'm assuming this memo will be distributed to supporters and will be used to 
craft statements of support.

1) The opening "Bill Background" section can make clearer that the JLAs were "incarcerated 
in United States internment camps." (It's not clear where the prisons were located, and 
this is important re why the US should act now).

2) The "Short History" Section seems too bland —  the govt "initiated a program". It 
could say something like "documents and testimony indicate that the US worked with Latin 
American governments to force Japanese Latin American citizens from their homes, transport 
them to the US on American ships and incarcertate them in Japanese American internment 
camps, even though these JLAs had no connection to Japanese Americans or to the war." 
Saying something like this statment is important to more clearly distinguish JLAs from 
Japanese Americans (and explain why they warrant separate treatment now by the US). It is 
also important to give more of a flavor of the harsh injustice.

lis is significant work. Kudos to the Senator, and you, and all the groups that have 
oeen working for so long to move this forward. My own sense is that under the 
circumstances this Commission bill is the best strategic approach.
Eric

  Original Message -----
From: "Luong, Van (Inouye)" <Van_Luong@inouye.senate.gov>
Date: Monday, June 11, 2007 4:22 am 
Subject: JLA Q & A memo
To: "Luong, Van (Inouye)" <Van_Luong@inouye.senate.gov>, GRACE SHIMIZU 
<JPOHP@prodigy.net>, "Oh, Christine" CChristine.Oh@mail.house.gov>, Eric Yamamoto 
<ericy@hawaii.edu>
Cc: rstoma@earthlink.net, ohcdcdbg@co.hawaii.h i .us, timothy koide <tenjisama@hotmail.com>, 
"Yoshioka, Mary (Inouye)" <Mary_Yoshioka@inouye.senate.gov>

> Here's a fixed up version of the memo, as of Monday June 11, 2007
> 10am.Thank you to those who sent in your comments and documents for my
> citations, and thank you, Christine, for creating the backbone of the
> document.
>
>
>
> Aloha,
>
> Van
>
>
>
> P.S., Grace, I haven't received your fax yet.

>
>
>
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>
>
>
>
>
>
>  Draft___
>
>
>
> MEMORANDUM
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
> Bill Background
>
>
>
> S. 381 seeks to establish a commission to expand upon the study
> conducted by the former Commission on Wartime Relocation and
> Internmentof Civilians established by Congress in 1980 to learn
> about Japanese
> Americans interned under Executive Order 9066. Near the end of its
> study, the 1980 commission discovered the U.S. government's
> involvementin relocating, interning, and using for POW exchange
> Latin Americans of
> Japanese descent. S. 381 proposes a commission study to finish
> the work
> of the earlier commission, and narrows its examination to focus upon
> Latin Americans of Japanese descent who were omitted from the earlier
> inquiry. This commission bill will give closure and finality to the
> understanding of the internment period and the internment of
> persons of
> Japanese descent during the Second World War.
>
>
>
> Short History
>
>
>
> Documents in National Archives reflect that from 1941 to 1948, the
> U .S .government initiated a program that brought into the U.S. from
> 13 Latin
> American countries about 2,264 persons of Japanese ancestry. The JLA
> internment was in response to the need for hostages to trade for U.S.
> civilians and military personnel, in which Japan had a decided
> advantage, with approximately 15,000 repatriable Americans versus the
> 6,000 repatriable Japanese in U.S. custody[1]. Notably, as early as
> October 1941, the departments of Justice, State, and War began
> developing JLA deportation and internment strategies with Latin
> Americancountries. See
>
>
>
> Possible Questions and Responses
>
>
>
> 1. Government commissions are a waste of money.
>
>
>
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> Commissions are regularly mandated by Congress to study circumstances
> and events as a necessary and legitimate tool to aid Congress in
> exercising its policy making powers. Commissions are a 
■> responsible use

of public funds, and prevent public waste from enacting into law 
x counterproductive or harmful programs and policies. To name a
> few, the
> 9/11 Commission, the Rogers Commission, and the Kerner National
> AdvisoryCommission on Civil Disorders have made important studies and
> recommendations to produce good policy.
>
>
>
> * The Rogers Commission-investigated technical and managerial
> factors that contributed to the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster;
> reforms to NASA's procedures were enacted and successfully
> prevented the
> reoccurrence of a similar accident.
>
> * The Kerner National Advisory Commission on Civil
> Disorders-investigated the causes of the 1967 race riots.
>
> * The 9/11 Commission-provided national security
> recommendationsdesigned to guard against future attacks.
>
>
>
> The JLA Commission Bill limits the life of the commission to about a
> year and a half, and continues the earlier study authorized by
> Congress.Congress was aware of the 1980 commission's incomplete
> work, as that
> commission had reported in 1982 that "historical documents concerning 
"> the ethnic Japanese in Latin America are, of course, housed in distant

archives, and the Commission has not researched that body of
> material,"[2] but the commission recognized that "an examination
> of the
> extraordinary program of interning aliens from Latin America in the
> United States completes the account of federal actions to detain and
> intern civilians... of Japanese ancestry."[3] CBO has provided a cost
> estimate of about $1 million.
>
>
>
> 2. The JLA internment is more appropriately dealt with as a
> graduate student's thesis.
>
>
>
> A commission charged by Congress and selected by Congress in a
> democratic and bi-partisan procedure legitimizes the commission
> study in
> a way that a thesis paper does not. Only Congress has the ability to
> carry out an extensive inquiry that may require the cooperation of
> foreign governments. Published scholarly works include C. Harvey
> Gardiner, Pawns in a Triangle of Hate: the Peruvian Japanese and the
> United States[4], and Michi Weglyn, Years of Infamy: The Untold
> Story of
> America's Concentration Camps[5].
>
>
>
> 3. The JLAs as taking two bites at the apple, seeking both court 

and legislative remedies.
>
>
>
> Excluded from the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 which provided



> relief for
> U.S. citizens interned under Executive Order 9066, some JLAs filed
> lawsuits, most of which were dismissed because courts are
> ultimately not
> the right venue for relief. In Mochizuki v. the United States,
> the JLA
> plaintiff sought relief under the Civil Liberties Act. Chief Judge
> Loren Smith in her Opinion and Order, stated that the plaintiff's
> request for ensuring additional funds for a settlement was "beyond the
> court's constitutional power[6]. However, the court hopes that the
> Congress and the President will give due consideration to fully
> fundingthe settlement so that all identified class members may be
> paid the
> modest amount that will serve as a symbol of restitution rather than
> actual monetary damages[7]." Significantly, it was clearly stated in
> the plaintiff's settlement agreement with the government, "Nothing in
> this agreement shall be deemed to override any subsequent legislative
> enactment designed to compensate members[8]."
>
>
>
> 4 .  A commission study will lead to reparations.
>
>
>
> S. 381 is structured like many other established blue-ribbon
> commissionscharged with making objective investigations and
> recommendations to
> Congress. The bill directs that the nine member commission to be
> appointed by the President of the United States, Speaker of the
> House of
> Representatives, and President pro tempore of the Senate. This
> bipartisan commission will recommend appropriate remedies, if any, and
> if it recommends that reparations be made, Congress has the power to
> decide through an open and democratic process as to how it wishes to
> proceed. Relying upon this 200 year old open and democratic process,
> Congress should not hesitate to conduct a commission study of the U.S.
> government's history as it relates to the internment of Latin
> Americansof Japanese descent.
>
>
>
> ________________________________
>
>
> ________________________________
>
> [1] According to a State Department document from Acting
> Secretary of
> State Breckinridge Long to the U.S. Ambassador to Peru, R. Henry
> Norweb,"an eventual deficiency of Japanese to be exchanged may
> develop."Memorandum from Acting Secretary of State Breckenridge
> Long to U.S.
> Ambassador to Peru, R. Henry Norweb, Oct. 22, 1943.
>
> [2] Appendix I: Latin Americans. Personal Justice Denied Report
> of the
> Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians.
> Page 314.
>
> [3] Ibid. Page 305.
>
> [4] Gardiner, Harvey. "Pawns in a Triangle of Hate: the Peruvian
> Japanese and the United States." International Migration Review
> 1st ser.
> 17 (1983): 151-152.
>
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> [5] Michi, Weglyn, and James A. Michener. Years of Infamy: the Untold
> Story of America's Concentration Camps. Seattle: U. of Washington
> Press,1996.
>

[6] Mochizuki V. the United States. No. 97-294C. United States 
Court of

> Federal Claims. 25 Jan. 1999.
>
> [7] Ibid.
>
> [8] (Settlement Agreement, June 10, 1998, paragraph 23 cite.)
>
>
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: GRACE SHIMIZU [JPOHP@prodigy.net]
Sunday, June 10, 2007 4:07 AM 
Luong, Van (Inouye)
rstoma@earthlink.net; ohcdcdbg@co.hawaii.hi.us 
Fwd: Mochizuki settlement

Attachments: JLA cases.doc 

Dear Van:

1) Mochizuki settlement: regarding legislative relief....
Settlement Agreement, signed June 10, 1998 by attorneys for plaintiffs and defendant. Paragraph 23, 
last sentence:

"Nothing in this agreement shall be deemed to override any subsequent legislative enactment designed 
to compensate class members."

Regarding arguments against JLA Commission the key is to establish that the issues raised by such
congressional study are very serious, timely and relevant. Here are some (late night) thoughts. Hope it 
helps.

2) Commissions are a waste of $$.
(i) Congressional commissions are not frivolous.
Why are Congressional commissions established: because an issue needs investigation and, if 
necessary, recommendations for action are made
Make a list of past and recent commission which have led to important legislation being passed, etc. 
which had bipartisan support
Stress importance of CWRIC study in 1981: historic; lay basis for nationwide and international 
awareness of one of worst constitutional violations in this country's history; informed Congress so that 
bipartisan agreement that CLA should be passed.
(ii) JLA Commission is not frivolous issue to be investigated. Shocking revelations of forced 
deportations of civilians in other countries, indefinite internment without charge or trial, confiscation of 
passports and identity papers, putting civilians into war zones through involuntary/coerced prisoner 
exchange, putting civilians to hard labor while in camp, etc. Level of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity....even being reviewed at Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
Congress must become informed about this episode of history. Must learn about US policies and actions 
regarding treatment of enemy aliens during WWII, especially civilian men, women and children taken 
from Latin American countries. Must learn lessons if mistakes were made so such mistakes won't be 
repeated in future.
This issue is of interest domestically and internationally. Congress must show its leadership.
(iii) CWRIC wasn't waste of $$. Nor will JLA Commission be waste. Much to be gained.

3) Graduate student paper....
—The issues raised by the JLA experience regarding US government policies and actions is of such 
relevance that it warrants serious attention by Congress.
—Graduate students have been doing papers. Researchers and scholars have been writing books. 
Congress needs to do another level of inquiry by gathering the information. Graduate students do not

6/10/2007
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have the requisite level of skill, expertise, knowledge nor resources.
—This investigation needs resources and weight that Congress can give to carry out extensive inquiry. 
—This inquiry would be asking survivors who lived through (and may still be living through) that 
traumatic experience to give testimony to the government they hold responsible. Can't underestimate 
what is being asked of victims of government abuse at the level of war crimes. We want a 
Congressional inquiry not a student paper.
Congress needs to get access to government files which can reveal the truth, get to files that are 
classified, declassified but not available to the public, etc.

4) reparations:
—Don't want to second guess recommendations of congressional committee. The point is to do a 
thorough investigation.
—Why is there opposition to reparations? Is it an opposition on general principle....that the US 
government should never have to be held accountable for wrongdoing in the form of reparations?
Is it an opposition a certain type of reparations for certain types of wrongdoing?
A discussion of government accountability and reparations would be very interesting if Congress folk 
would go on record.
—is reparations a smoke screen for not wanting revelations of wrongdoing to surface and be examined? 
—Don't want to restrict beforehand or predispose what Congress may deem proper after investigation, 
—why oppose reparations when don't know what happened. This is a little known story so why be so 
defensive.

5) controversy within Congress indicates that investigation is necessary, especially if it falls on partisan 
lines.

6) this is a little known part of history that the US government wanted to suppress during WWII. While 
the executive branch did acknowledge wrongdoing (Mochizuki apology), it did so in a way that the 
apology was not an admission of wrongdoing should there be further litigation and did not specify the 
scope and severity of the wrongdoing. The IACHR has deemed that the issue is within its scope of 
inquiry and their decision is pending. Congress is for the most part ignorant of the issue. Congress 
should become better informed so as to "make more credible and sincere any declaration of concern by 
the US over violations of human rights committed by other nations." and "to discourage the occurrence 
of similar injustices and violations of civil liberties in the future" (as expressed in the CLA)

Regarding legal cases
see attachment which provides overview of the JLA cases. Let me know if you need more info.

IACHR
still pending. It is very significant that the IACHR accepted to consider the petition and did not deny 
review as the US government had managed to accomplish in the US courts.

Take care.
Grace

Date: Sun, 10 Jun 2007 01:21:55 -0400
Message-ID: <0747054FC627874D9C595D570BCEEB5802AA622E@SENATE- 
MS08.senate.ussenate.us>
From: "Luong, Van (Inouye)" <Van_Luong@inouye.senate.gov>
To: <JPOHP@prodigy.net>, <rstoma@earthlink.net>
Cc: <ohcdcdbg@co.hawaii.hi.us>

6/10/2007
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Hi all,

What is the ultimate disposition o f Shima (did it end at 9th Cir dismissal, and on what grounds?)' NCRR & 
Suzuki, Yano, Shibayama and Kato (what grounds did US Sup Ct dismiss?)?

And what's the status on the Shibayama case pending in the IAC on Human Rights?

Mahalo,
Van

Date: Sat, 9 Jun 2007 23:38:54 -0400
From: "Luong, Van (Inouye)" <Van_Luong@inouye.senate.gov>
To: <JPOHP@prodigy.net>, <rstoma@earthlink.net>
Cc: <ohcdcdbg@co.hawaii.hi.us>

I have a doc filed Jun 12, 1998 Notice of Proposed Settlement and the Jan 25 1999 Opinion and Order. I can't 
find the language that says nothing precludes plaintiffs fr seeking legislative relief.

Pis help....I need to give Committee docs on Mon. I also need to answer Qs abt Commissions are a waste of $, 
this shld be a grad stuent paper, and this will lead to reparations.

Aloha,
Van

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

6/10/2007
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

From: GRACE SHIMIZU [JPOHP@prodigy.net]
Monday, May 07, 2007 3:15 PM
Luong, Van (Inouye); Christine Oh; Floyd Mori
rtoma@hrc.lacounty.gov; rkatsuda@lausd.k12.ca.us; skmiya@aol.com; 
mjnakanishi@yahoo.com; naomiquinones@email.com 
Commission docs

Attachments: document list 07-05-07.doc

document list 
07-05-07.doc (32...

Dear Van, Christine, Floyd:

Attached is the preliminary list of 28 documents (about 53 pages).

I tried emailing pdf versions of some of the documents, but they were not all able to be
opened.
So I will mail them to you.

I am also putting out a call to some researchers to see if they already have the documents 
in pdf form (as well as to ask them about other pertinent docs).

I will later transmit other documents, including stuff from the Mochizuki settlement 
hearing.

Please let me know if there are aspects of the Latin American enemy alien program for 
which we should find docs.

Later, I am hoping to send out idea for outline for basic info packet and for hearing
binder.

Please let me know what you think about these docs, etc.
Take care.
Grace
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DOCUMENTS: 5/7/07

Department of State memo, dated November 5, 1941, regarding US-Panamanian “agreement” to 
intern enemy aliens in Panama in event of war between the US and Japan.
(National Archive document)

Memo from FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover to the US Attorney General, dated December 22, 
1941, regarding Western Hemisphere intelligence work and role of the FBI.
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library document)

“Confidential Directive Issued on January 16, 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the 
Heads of the Government Departments and Agencies,” regarding FBI’s responsibility for a 
Special Intelligence Service covering the Western Hemisphere.
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library document)

Memo from Spanish Embassy to US State Department, dated October 1, 1942, regarding 
Japanese Government protest of the treatment of Japanese in Panama 
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)

Excerpt from memo from Asst. Secretary of State Breckinridge Long to US State Department, 
dated February 13, 1943,” advising not “to break up family groups of the Japanese and Germans 
listed for transportation to the [US] for internment,” which could result in reciprocal treatment 
by German and Japanese authorities.
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)

Secret Department of State memo to posts in Latin America, dated Nov. 3, 1942, regarding 
enemy alien arrest and deportation <pdf>

Memo from H.C. Ingles (Chief of Staff Brigadier General, G.S.C.) to Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 
Washington, D.C., dated December 6, 1942, regarding deportation of enemy aliens from Central 
America”, showing that the initiative did indeed come from the United States

Memo transmitted in secret code from Marshall to the Caribbean Defense Command 
Headquarters, dated December 12, 1942, spelling out “these interned nationals are to be used for 
exchange...”
(National Archives document)

Memo for James H. Rowe, dated January 26, 1943, regarding deportation and internment of 
harmless alien enemies from Central and South America, including Jewish refugees.
(Franklin D. Roosevelt Library document)

Spanish Embassy memo to US Department of State, dated February 10, 1943, regarind protest 
by the Japanese Government about the deportations of Japanese from Peru 
(National Archives document)



Policy memo from L. T. McCollister to all Department of Justice Internment camp employees, 
dated July 9, 1943, urging them not to discuss camp matters away from the camp.
(National Archives document)

Memo from US Acting Secretary of State Breckinridge Long to R. Henry Norweb (US 
Ambassador to Peru), dated 10/22/43, to impress upon the Japanese government “in graphic 
terms the situation of Japanese nationals in Peru” to create grounds for the request for 
repatriation, but not to reveal US interest in the matter.
(National Archive document)

Department of State memos, dated November 16, 1943 and November 23, 1943, regarding 
concern about Costa Rican deportation of enemy aliens. <pd£>

Unsigned Department of State memo, dated November 24, 1943, expressing concern about 
leaving “written evidence” behind that would show the deportations were initiated by the United 
States. (National Archive document) <pdf>

Memo from US Asst. Secretary of State Breckinridge Long to US Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull, dated December 17, 1943, urging that the Attorney General study the question of and take 
steps towards postwar deportation of “Japanese citizens and American citizens of Japanese 
race,” including divesture of American citizenship.
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)

Memo from the Spanish Embassy to the US State Department, dated May 31, 1944, regarding 
protest by the Japanese Government about the deportation of Bolivian and Peruvian Japanese to 
the US.
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)

Memo from the Spanish Embassy to the US Department of State, dated June 12, 1944, 
regarding complaints by Japanese internees who were deported to the US on the “Madison” and 
the “Cuba” ships.
(National Archive document)

Secret memo from the Department of State in response to questions from the Department of the 
Navy, dated August 3, 1944, explaining the agreement between the US and Japan to apply the 
Geneva Prisoners of War Convention of 1929 to civilian internees.
(National Archive document)

Telegram from US Secretary of State Cordell Hull to the Swiss Government, dated 
September 1, 1944, attempting to negotiate a third exchange of prisoners with Japan.
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)

Telegram from State Department to Berry, dated November 8, 1944, searching for hostages 
outside the Western Hemisphere in Rumania.
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)



Telegram from Charles Sawyer (US Ambassador to Belgium) to US Secretary of State, dated 
January 12, 1945, welcoming use of Japanese nationals in Belgium “as hostages for eventual 
repatriation.”
(in Years of Infamy by Michi Weglyn)

US Presidential Proclamation No. 2662, dated September 8, 1945, “Removal of Alien 
Enemies”, authorizing post-war deportation of enemy alien internees from Latin America. 
(National Archive document)

Department of State press release No. 826, dated November 2, 1945, regarding deportation of 
“dangerous Axis nationals” from Western Hemisphere <pdf>

Department of State memo to Latin American governments, dated January 4, 1946, regarding 
deportation of Axis nationals from Western Hemisphere <pdf>

Department of State notice to all enemy alien internees from Latin America, dated January 4, 
1946, regarding deportation from Western Hemisphere <pdf>

Lafoon memo, dated January 30, 1946, with statistics on enemy aliens from Latin America. 
<pdf>

US Presidential Proclamation No. 2685 (superseding No. 2662), dated April 10, 1946, 
reauthorizing deportation of enemy alien internees from Latin America with 30 days as 
sufficient time for them to get their affairs in order.

Memo from the Department of Justice, dated October 4, 1946, and contract, signed Oct. 2, 1946, 
between Department of Justice and Deerfield Packing Corporation (Seabrook Farms) regarding 
Japanese internee labor 
(National Archive document)
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MEMORANDUM
From: Christine
To: Campaign For Justice & Japanese American Citizens League 
Date: December 21, 2006
Subject: JLA Strategy for 110th Congress, 1st Session_________

Introduction
Per Senator Inouye’s discretion, we will introduce the bill early in the session. If 
Senator Inouye hears from all of the Senators he has contacted before January 
4th, we will introduce it as early as the first session of the year. If not, we will 
introduce the bill on the next available date, which is Tuesday, the 9th (the Senate 
is not in session on Friday, the 5th, and the House is not in session on Monday, 
the 8th). We will submit an extension of remarks and a press release that 
contains a quote from Sen. Inouye, and possibly Rep. Lungren. A Dear 
Colleague letter will go out the day after we introduce the bill to include the bill’s 
number.

The original cosponsors will be Dan Lungren and Mike Honda as they have been 
originals in the 109th. In the case that I hear back from Matt of Mr. Cannon’s 
office before the start of the session, we will have 3 original cosponsors.

Cosponsors
As we did in the 109th Congress, we want to have a balanced approach when 
adding cosponsors to the bill. We intend to add members on an equal number 
basis to the bill, even if that means having Members who are interested in being 
cosponsors on a “waiting list.”

We are in the process of reaching Members of Congress who fall under these 
categories:

• Judiciary Committee members
• Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus Members
• Members with a significant number of Japanese Americans in the district
• Members with a significant number of Asian Americans in the district
• Congressional Human Rights Caucus Members
• Cosponsors of the JLA redress bill in the 109th, 108th, 107th, and 106th

Once again, we will work harder to get Republican members by contacting them 
more than Democrats as it has always been more difficult to gain Republican 
supporters.

Dear Colleague letters
A dear colleague letter will go out in the following months:

• January, after the bill number is issued
• February, to commemorate the Day of Remembrance
• April, to celebrate the cherry blossoms
• May, for APA Heritage month + a dummy press release

1



• June, of an internee’s personal story
• July
• September
• October

Hearing
According to the Judiciary committee staff, our bill is one of their top priorities. 
They said, however, it would be difficult to get a hearing on the bill by itself and 
there is a higher chance of our bill being included in a comprehensive hearing of 
all civil-rights-type commission bills, specifically H.R. 40, the commission to study 
the institution of slavery (Rep. Conyers). Rep. Becerra expressed that this is not 
a bad idea as long as we can have a hearing on the issue, especially since more 
extensive study will be done by the commission itself. Sen. Inouye is opposed to 
this idea for it may confuse the Members and make it easier for them to oppose 
all bills in the hearing, including the JLA commission.

Media
We will submit to Washington Post, New York Times, USA Today, and any other 
major newspapers an op-ed with Rep. Lungren (still pending) & Rep. Becerra 
and possibly Sen. Inouye and Sen. Stevens on the topic during the time of Day of 
Remembrance. This needs to be done and sent by Feb. 10th at the latest.

We will continue to work with our advocacy groups and individual supporters to 
encourage them to highlight the issue in any ways and means possible.

Advocacy Groups
Campaign For Justice and Japanese American Citizens League are the 
vanguard organizations. We will obtain letters of support from each organization.

We have reached out to the following groups and have received their support 
letters:

• Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (Rob Randhava)
• Asian American Justice Center (Vincent Eng)

We are in the process of working with the following groups:
• Amnesty International (Renata Rendon)
• Asian American Legal Defense Fund (Margaret Fung)
• Human Rights First (Jennifer Daskal)

We will reach out to the following groups:
• Human Rights Watch
• The Quakers (involved with original redress)
• Jewish American groups (involved with original redress)
• National Asian American student groups
• National Asian American bar associations
• Scholars association (American history, Asian American studies profs)
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• Faith-Based organizations
• Center for American Progress and other progressive organizations
• Bloggers

Some of the ways the groups/individuals can support the cause:
• Submitting a support letter on the bill
• Posting an action-alert on the organization’s website
• Spreading the word by sending the bill information to their listserve
• Spreading the word by blogging about the issue
• Writing an op-ed / letter to the editor to any major newspapers
• Participating in a letter writing campaign (via web, post cards, letters) to 

Members of Congress
• Spreading the word and promoting education by tapping conference 

organizers
• Sharing the existing resources (DVDs, books, exhibits, etc.)

Congressional Caucuses
We have currently obtained an endorsement from CAPAC and we’re waiting for 
CHC ’s endorsement. After obtaining CHC ’s endorsement, we will seek one from 
CBC as well. The Congressional Human Rights Caucus does not endorse any 
bills. However, we plan to send the bill information out to their listserve in order 
to rally support.

It is crucial that the Democratic leadership knows that this bill is on the top priority 
list for CAPAC. CAPAC ’s list of priorities will be sent to the Speaker’s office early 
in the 110th. We anticipate that Chairman Honda will get a chance to talk to the 
Speaker about CAPAC ’s priority bills.

Senate Strategy
In July of the 109th 2nd Session, the Senate bill was on the mark-up calendar of 
the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs (HSGA). 
Unfortunately, Sen. Coburn expressed concerns that kept the bill from being 
marked up.

In the 110th Congress, with Senator Joe Lieberman (one of the cosponsors) as 
the Chairman of HSGA, the bill has a likelihood chance of being marked up. If 
Senator Coburn brings up issues with the bill, there may be a chance to have a 
hearing. Senator Inouye is pushing to get as many bipartisan original 
cosponsors as possible before introducing the bill.

Time line

January
Thursday, the 4th or Tuesday, the 9th drop the bill; D/C letter 
Meet with Republican committee staff and Lungren’s staff (pending)
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February
An op-ed
Request a hearing: Judiciary staff

March -- December
Request a hearing: Judiciary staff
Continue to reach out to (human rights, faith-based, civil rights, Asian American, 
legal, activist, and student) organizations
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

rom:
ant:

To:
Subject:

GRACE SHIMIZU [JPOHP@prodigy.net] 
Tuesday, June 05, 2007 5:36 PM 
timothy koide; Christine Oh; Luong, Van (Inouye) 
Comments on Tim's memo

Importance: High

Attachments: W W II JLA Deportations.doc; Koide Memo to Inouye 07-05-25 cmts.doc

W W II JLA Koide Mem o to 
2portations.doc (22  Inouye 07 -0 5 -2 5  ...

Dear Tim, Christine and Van:

1) Attached are comments on Tim's "JL Reparations Bill Update," 
dated May 25, 2007.
Hope it helps. Probably more info than you wanted, but some clarifications.

2) I was thinking it might be useful to have another info sheet that summarizes the WWII 
Enemy Alien Program and its relationship to the WRA internment of JAs. Having those
points and figures readily accessible would be good...... questions may come up because
this part of history is not known. What do you think?

3) Regarding memo on "leaders of JLA Nations"...
There are 12 countries listed: Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Peru.
'’here is discrepancy among sources... inclusion of Guatemala and Haiti; question about 
enezuela; some exclude Mexico but we know from internees that there were J from Mexico in 

camp.
So JPOHP recognizes 13 countries: Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Peru.
More research is needed on Cuba, Venezuela. Chile may have sent folks for the exchange 
but they were not interned in the US. Research should also be done on the 417 folks put 
on the exchange ship in Brazil.

4) Attached is a sheet giving an overview of the deportations.
More research is needed on number of diplomats, their families and nonofficial staff who 
were deported and exchanged.
I think it is between 25-75 persons.

Take care. Grace
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MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE
FROM: Timothy Koide
DATE: May 25, 2007
RE: Japanese Latin Reparations Bill Update

From December 1941 to February 1948 the U.S. government implemented! a program that 
deported 2,264 persons of Japanese ancestry from 13 Latin American countries1. Over 
80Q of these individuals were used in hostage exchanges [between the U.S. and Japan. 
Without legal proceedings, warrants, hearings, or indictments, these persons were placed 
in State Department custody or in INS internment campd. Prior to deportation, many of 
these individuals were stripped of passports, and citizenship, and thus were deemed 
illegal aliens subject to rules of deportation and repatriation-. The actions taken against 
the Japanese Latin Americans were carried out pursuant to regulations set forth by the 
Final Act of the Third Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the American 
Republics, or the Conference of Foreign Ministers, held in Rio de Janeiro from January 
15-28, 1942, and the subsequent establishment and recommendations of the seven- 
member (United States, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Uruguay and Venezuala) 
Emergency Advisory Committee. The regulatory basis) of the deportation and internment 
program was founded upon Resolution XVII of the Conference of Foreign Ministers, 
adopted on January 28, 1942, and Resolution XX of the Emergency Advisory Committee 
for Political Defense adopted at Montevideo on May 21, 1943.

Resolution XVII provided that the American republics concerned would pursue 
“extraordinary measures of continental defense... against groups and individuals that seek 
to weaken their defense from within3.” The regulations of the resolution were to be 
carried out as the various republics’ existing laws and constitutions already provided. 
Those regulations required) an alien registration system; the detainment or restriction of 
the freedom of movement; the restriction of certain contraband items; a limit placed on 
internal travel; the prohibition of participation in tripartite subscribing organizations; and 
the protection of all aliens not deemed dangerous to security. The Conference resolution 
also established the seven-member Emergency Advisory Committee4, of which 
committee’s recommendations were followed in implementing the deportation and 
internment program.

The Emergency Advisory Committee was designed with unanimity of all of its member 
nations; however, there is evidence that its creation was spawned from a U.S. lead

1 Campaign For Justice Action Packet, www.campaignforiusticeila.org. May 24, 2007.
2 Ibid.
3 Resolution XVII of Conference o f Foreign Ministers at Rio de Janeiro. January 28, 1942.
4 Ibid.
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initiative. According to correspondence between top-level State Department officials, the 
Committee was established to “avoid charges of [U.S.] intervention5” in the internal 
affairs of other nations. In other words, it may, to a certain extent, have given a 
multilateral cover for the interests of the United States.

Communication with the Japanese government throughout the war years was carried out 
through the Spanish embassies and consulates in the U.S. and Latin America. Several 
times, the Japanese Government protested the forced movement and ill-treatment of 
Japanese Latin Americans through the Spanish embassy6.

The committee’s recommendation for the internment of Axis Nationals in 
Resolution XX, presented a problem for many Latin American nations because 
they did not have the resource^ to intern their resident axis nationals. Thus, the 
process of deporting them) to the United States began. Die precedent for 
deportation to the United States was set rhetorically! between Panama and the U.S. 
through an informal agreement struck before the war began. Memoranda from 
October 1941 between the Foreign Minister of Panama and US Ambassador to 
Panama Wilson indicates that Panama would intern Japanese nationals in the event 
of conflict when and if the United States took the same action against its alien 
residents. In a State Department document dated Nov. 9, 1941 the Panamanian 
Cabinet’s views concerning the onus of a possible internment program is made 
clear:

.. .the United States Government should take care of the expenses of 
internment, and should agree to hold Panama harmless against any claims 
which might arise as a result of interning aliens.. . 7

Initially the program sought to distinguish ‘dangerous’ and ‘non-dangerous’ 
enemy Aliens. This responsibility was given to local officials with oversight and 
assistance provided by U.S. officials. In Peru the process was overseen, beginning 
in 1942 (before the official resolution of the Emergency Advisory Committee 
calling for internment and deportation) by the third secretary of the U.S. Embassy 
in Lima, John K. Emmerson. However, the program was sullied by the bribes of 
influential Japanese officials and businessmen, and the corruption of Peruvian 
officials. Often this resulted in switches, interning and deporting many who posed 
no threat to security according to the definition. Indeed, it was the opinion of at 
least some in the State Department, as indicated in a State Department 
memorandum received by Latin American posts dated Nov. 23, 1942, that the

Memorandum from the Department of State, Division of American Republics from JM Cabot. Nov. 24, 1943.
6 Four telegrams from the Spanish Embassy in Washington regarding Internees from Peru. Oct. 1, 1942; Feb. 10, 
1943; May 31, 1944; Aug. 7, 1944.
7 Memorandum from the Department of State Division of the American Republics. Internment o f Japanese 
in Event of War Between the United States and Japan. Nov. 5, 1941
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segregation of those deemed ‘dangerous’ from those considered ‘non-dangerous’ 
would be replaced with the assumption that all Japanese nationals were 
dangerous8. In May of 1943 the Emergency Advisory Committee issued an official 
tesolutioh calling for the internment and deportation of dangerous Axis nationals.
By the end of the summer of 1943, however, Emmerson no longer saw the 
Japanesejesidents of Peru as a security threat, yet the deportation program 
persisted9.

There were two exchanges of prisoners during the war that deported a total of 865 
persons of Japanese ancestry. The first took place on June 18, 1942, and included 128 
Japanese Latin Internees who left on a ship from New York City. The second took place 
on September of 1943 again leaving from New York City with a total of 737 Japanese 
Latin jAmericansj. The idea was the result of simple math calculations indicating a U.S. 
hostage exchange deficit. Compared to 15 thousand civilians and repatriable military 
personnel of the Western Hemisphere in Japanese custody, there were only six or seven 
thousand Japanese nationals in the United States eligible and willing to be exchanged. 
According to a State Department document from Acting Secretary of State Breckenridge 
Long to US Ambassador to Peru R. Henry Norweb, “an eventual deficiency of Japanese 
to be exchanged may develop10.” It was the position of the Acting Secretary of State that 
the Spanish Embassy illuminate to the Japanese government the situation of Japanese 
nationals in Peru in order to push them into requesting repatriation of those individuals. 
The Secretary went further to suggest that the Japanese nationals, through the Spanish or 
Red Cross, contact influential family and friends to arrange for their travel. The Secretary 
was clear to the Ambassadsor in his letter that this process could be ruined if the Japanese 
government were to discover U.S. involvement11.

On Sept. 8, 1946 President Truman issued President’s Proclamation No. 2662 that 
authorized the deportation of all alien enemies within the continental limits of the United 
States who were sent to the U.S. from other American republics. On April 10, 1946 
President Truman issued Proclamation 2685 that superseded the previous Proclamation 
2662 prescribing regulations “additional and supplemental” to. all previous regulations in 
effect regarding the detainment and removal of enemy aliens1̂ .

The proclamation was based on the powers given to the President during wartime under 
50 U.S. Code 21 section 4067 and 4068, to apprehend and detain all non-naturalized 
aliens within the United States over the age of fourteen; and in accordance to Resolution

8 Memorandum from the Department of State to Latin American posts. Nov. 3, 1942.
9 Personal Justice Denied Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, p. 310.
10 Memorandum from Acting Secretary o f State Breckenridge Long to U.S. Ambassador to Peru R. Henry Norweb. 
Oct. 22, 1943.
11 Ibid.
12 Presidential Proclamation 2685. April 10, 1946. Reproduced in the National Archives May 24, 2007.
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XVII of the Conference of Foreign Ministers at Rio de Janeiro, and subsequently on 
Resolution XX of the Emergency Advisory Committee for Political Defense.

In all over 900 Japanese Latin (American^ were deported to Japan. Over 350 stayed in the 
UJSl and battled Jdeportatio4 About 100 of those individuals were eventually granted 
passage to Latin America. After 1952’s Immigration Act and the San Francisco Peace 
Treaty were ratified, those left in the United States began the process to become 
permanent U.S. residents and many later became U.S. citizens13.

I
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: GRACE SHIMIZU [JPOHP@prodigy.net]
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 7:51 PM
To: timothy koide; rstoma@earthlink.net; Luong, Van (Inouye); Christine.Oh@mail.house.gov;

dc@jacl.org; k.takeda@mail.house.gov 
Cc: Yoshioka, Mary (Inouye)
Subject: Re: Weekly Update

Great work, Tim.
I don't know of anyone in the DC area who would be good for the documentary. Art 
Shibayama is the best. Is this something worth having him go out there since the 
documentary will get a lot of coverge?

free legal work sounds great. Do you have the application?

Grace

At 03:51 PM 6/8/2007, timothy koide wrote:
>Hello all,
>
>Washington D.C. is melting me slowly.
>
>Christine we're good to put Washington Office of Latin America, Asian 
>Pacific America Labor Alliance, and the Asian American Legal Defense 
>and Education Fund as co-signatories. I am just waiting to hear back 
>from Michael Lin at OCA to get an official ok from him. I have attached 
>a spreadsheet of the other organizations that I have contacted to date. 
>Most of them should get backs to me next week.
>
>1 am working on an article for the Pacific Citizen, and Asian Week 
>right now as well. I am supposed to hear back from Asian Fortune next 
>week as well. The Nichi-Bei Times, as well as the Rafu Shimpo have been 
>covering the issue pretty extensively, but I have been talking to their 
>editorial people and they are eager for updates.
>
>We received a call from the ACLU who is doing a documentary about 
>habeas corpus and wanted to shadow a Japanese American. Floyd thought, 
>and I concur, that it would be good to have a Japanese Latin American, 
>however, the only proviso is that it will be shot here in Washington 
>beginning on the 26th I believe. Do we know anyone in the area?
>
>1 have also been in contact with the director of the Northeastern 
>University School of Law Legal Skills in Social Context Social Justice 
>Program, which provides about 1,000 hours of free legal work to 
>investigate a social justice issue. The application is rather lengthy 
>and it needs to be turned in asap, so I was wondering if this was 
>something that we are interested in.
>
>Once I finish the articles I will send them around for proofreading 
>suggestions etc.
>
>Tim
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: GRACE SHIMIZU [JPOHP@prodigy.net]
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 7:45 PM
To: Luong, Van (Inouye); Robin Toma
Cc: ohcdcdbg@co.hawaii.hi.us
Subject: Re: deportation to Japan only?

Van:
1) it was a civilian exchange program, but I heard that there were some US soldiers who were in the 
exchange. I don't have numbers on the soldiers.
POW refers to military prisoners of war, as I understand.

2) I have not heard of any persons of Japanese ancestry being exchanged to Germany or Italy.
The first exchange took place at the Portuguese port of Lourenco Marques in Africa.
The second exchange took place at Portuguese port of Gao or Mormugao, India

Not all the JLAs exchanged made it to Japan. Some were left in the Philippines.

In Jan 1945 the US government conducted a worldwide search to locate Japanese to offer to Japan. In 
Feb, 1945 the US government decided not to use 14 Japanese officials captured by the Soviets in
Rumania because Russia was not at war with Japan. I don't know of any Japanese found or used in an
exchange from this search.

What do you mean "support the Japan claim"?

Take care. Grace

At 02:53 PM 6/8/2007, Luong, Van (Inouye) wrote:

Hi Grace & Robin,

I hadn’t read the settlement and order since graduate school, and I sat here last night as the immigration bill 
was tanking, totally absorbed by the narratives in the declaration. I even tuned out on the angry speeches that 
were being delivered on the Senate floor....

I just wanted to double check, to the best o f your knowledge the JLAs were deported for POW exchange to 
just Japan right, not any other Axis country? JLAs Japan. I can only support the Japan claim 
with what papers I have.

Mahalo,

Van

6/11/2007
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Organization Last Contact

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Friends Committee on National Le 6/7/2007

Global Rights 

Human Rights First 

Human Rights Watch 

Institute for Policy Studies

6/1/2007

6/8/2007

6/3/2007

6/1/2007

Latin American Working Group 6/5/2007 

League of United Latin American < 6/3/2007 

The Civil Rights Project 

Washington Office of Latin America 

Asian Pacific American Institute fc 6/8/2007 

Asia Pacific American Labor Alliar 6/8/2007 

Asia Pacific Islander Americ Vote 6/8/2007 

Korean American Coalition 6/8/2007

National Asian Pacific American V 6/8/2007 

Organization of Chinese Americar 6/8/2007 

Lawyers' Committee For Civil Rigt 6/8/2007 

Asian American Legal Defense an 6/8/2007 

NAACP 6/8/2007

Mexican American Legal Defense 6/8/2007 

Hispanic National Bar Association 6/8/2007

Contact Name

Emiko Guthe 
Ruth Flower

Mark Bromley

Jay Staunton

Joanna Edwards

Karen Dolan

Lisa Haugaard

Javier Dominguez

Roger Atwood 

Mo Miramoto 

Eric Nakano 

Jenel Deguzman 

Grace

Priscilla Huang 

Hope Chu 

Kim Alton 

Margaret Fung 

Hilary O. Shelton 

Nelly B. Valdes

email

emiko@fcnl.org
flower@fcnl.org

markb@globalrights.oi

stauntoni@HumanRigl

edwardi@hrw.org

kdolan@igc.org

lisah@lawg.org

Jdominguez@LULAC.

Ratwood@wola.org

ideguzman@apiavote. 

fx. 213.380.7990

hchu@ocanational.org

mfung@aaldef

MEDIA CONTACTS 

Nichi-Bei Times 6/8/2007 Kenji Taguma nikkei@nichibeitimes.(

mailto:emiko@fcnl.org
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mailto:edwardi@hrw.org
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Yes! Magazine 6/4/2007 Sarah VanGelder svanaelder@vesmaqa

Pacific Citizen 6/6/2007 Lynda Lin assteditor@pacificcitiz

Asian Week 6/4/2007 Samson Wong swona@asianweek.co

Asian Fortune 6/4/2007 Jay Chen

Rafu Shimpo 6/8/2007 Gwen Muranaka qwen@rafu.com

mailto:swona@asianweek.co
mailto:qwen@rafu.com


phone#

773.380.2700

202.547.6000

202.822.4600

202.370.3302

212.290.4700

202.234.9382

202.546.7010

202.833.6130

617.496.6367

202.797.2171 ext.

202.296.9200

202.508.3733

202.223.9170

213.365.5999

202.293.2688

202.223.550

202.662.8600

212.966.5932

202.463.2940

202.293.2828

202.223.4777

action pursued

pending language issue

pending

pending

pending

211 co-signed

call back Monday

co-signed

pending

call back Monday 

pending 

left message 

co-signed

left message/waiting for a call back 

left message with Nelly 

call back Monday

415.921.6822 update after mark-up



July 3 deadline for an August publication

Friday deadline

June 15 deadline

call back Monday

update after mark-up

206.842.0216

800.966.6157

415.397.0220

703.753.8295

213.629.2231



1) Memo for Senator Inouye
a. Write a memo answering each of Senator’s questions after

research the documents that Grace sent over. This should have a 
chart with Latin American countries and their leaders. Label 
relevant documents. Include a summary of the time frame.

2) Website
a. Revitalize the CFJ website to make it a one-stop shop; include 

support letters, supporting organizations, bill summary, bill £ol i v  1 
language, bill status, cosponsors, statements from Sen. Inouye and 
Rep. Becerra, d/c letters, press releases, surviving internees’ bio 
and info(?), CFJ committee members’ names and their bios (Grace, 
Robin, Stephanie, Timothy... etc) Any supporting articles.

3) Point of Contact for organizations
a. Call new organizations to partnership with us via letters, action 

alerts, lobbying, receptions, circulating via membership listserves, 
etc. Call individuals who have been interested in lending support 
and create a “kitchen cabinet” to give weekly update on the bill and 
asking for support, i ■ > , ^

TTD for Tim



Luong, Van (Inouye)

•om: Luong, Van (Inouye)
^ent: Friday, May 18, 2007 2:39 PM
To: 'timothy koide'
Subject: Questions

Attachm ents: Memo 12-15-05.doc; Floor Statement Feb. 2006 Master.doc; DearColl Orig Cosp
12-20-06.doc

4emo 12-15-05.doc Floor Statement DearColl Orig Cosp 
(31 KB) Feb. 2006 Mast... 12-20-06.do...

Here you go. Here's a list of the q's below.

I've also attached the format for our memos, boldface 13 pt fonts, as well as dear
colleague, etc. documents. Please err on the side of caution and keep the documents
confidential if you are unsure whether they are public documents.

Thanks, Tim, it was nice meeting you.

Aloha,
Van

-------_=_NextPart_002_01C78806.F9C5E2B9
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="us-ascii" 
ontent-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Aloha all,

=20

I'm sorry that it's taken me so long to get back. There's a lot going 
on with my appropriations issues and the supplemental.

=20
I looked over the meeting notes and it reads Senator telling Floyd:

Get someone in the organization to round up the facts and find 
documentation regarding:

1. Dates (when it happened)

2. Whether there was an executive order or something similar to
an executive order =20

3. Who was the president of Peru and presidents of the other
participant countries?

4. Were payments (or other incentives) made for the exchange? =20

Senator asked me to send someone to find information at the Library of 
Congress in 2005. Our Masaoka Fellow, Michelle Sugi (I think Floyd and 
I still have her contact info somewhere if you need to touch bases with 
e r ) , went to National Archives and found quite a few pieces of paper 

Jocumenting snippets of facts. The stuff is there, but you have to have 
the background to know what to look for and piece it all together. 
Senator was looking for government documents. I have attached copies of 
what Michelle found, and what was included in our Dear Colleagues. I
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would steer you more toward finding government documents, in addition to 
the personal accounts. I would also suggest that we find someone 
passionate and analytical (in DC is best) who can devote a substantial 
amount of time to digging around N a t 11 Archives, reading and 
photocopying documents on this issue. It's a great chance for a kid to 
get involved. (Do you think there are funds for a Fellowship?) =20

=20
In addition, Senator also mentioned that the JLA issue needs some 
exposure; he will start talking to some Senators when we get the 
information requested and get some exposure. He mentioned that we need 
a national strategy to get the word around, as the JA Redress was
possible because the JACL made it a major project, so we need to work
out a scheme that would give the issue a little burst, e.g., tightly 
focused around an anniversary date. =20

=20

I hope that's helpful. Call me if you need more
information/clarification of my rambling email. On Monday, I have a 
meeting at 12 noon; Christine, do you want to come to my office at 1pm
so we can conference together, or do you want me to just call in the
conference line? =20

=20
A l o h a ,

Van

=20
Van B. Luong 

Legislative Assistant 

=20

Office of U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye 

722 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Ph: (202) 224-3934

Fax: (202) 224-6747

=20 

=20 

=20

 Original Message-----
From: j a c l .d c .office0gmail.com [mailto:jacl.dc.office@gmail.com]=20
Sent: Saturday, April 21, 2007 1:29 AM
To: GRACE SHIMIZU; Christine Oh; Luong, Van (Inouye)
Subject: Re: Request for JLA information

=20

=20

It seems that we need the following facts:
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1. Facts on the actual order and agreement with the nations involved.

2. Facts on families and individuals involved.

Facts on the processing and timing of evacuation.

4. Facts on surviving internees.

5. Facts on what happened after the War.

6. Stories of people.

=20

These are some matters that come to my mind after meeting with the 
Se n ator.

=20
=20
S. Floyd Mori 

Director, Public Policy 

Japanese American Citizens League 

Sent via BlackBerry from Cingular Wireless=20 

=20 

=20

 Original Message-----

From: GRACE SHIMIZU < JPOHP@prodigy.net>

Date: Fri, 20 Apr 2007 10:18:37=20

To:Floyd Mori < j a c l .d c .office@gmail.com>, Van Luong
<van_luong@inouye.se n a t e .gov>

Cc:Christine Oh c c hristine.o h 0 m a i l .h o u s e .gov>, 
k e n .takeda0mail.h o u s e .gov, gmayeda@aol.com

Subject: Request for JLA information

=20
Dear Floyd and Van:

Thank you for all the hard work you are doing to move the Commission
bill forward.

=20
Regarding your request for all our research.... over the past 15 years, 

we have compiled boxes and boxes of information (oral history 
interviews, files on past press conferences and events, academic and 
news articles, historical background and analysis, commentary on 
parallels with current issues). =20

VAN: could you please give us more guidance as to what type of
information/research the Senator would like? =20

Is this information for general background purposes to become more
familiar with the issue?
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Is it targeted information for the production of specific materials for 
public education/outreach, media campaign, and passage of the bill?

Is there any particular type of information you would like, besides the 
materials we have already shared?

=20
I look forward to our telephone meeting on April 30 and more discussion 

of strategy... especially how to build on the work that has been done 
within the JA and other communities, members of Congress and the media.

=20

Please take care.

Grace Shimizu

510-459-7288

jpohp@prodigy.net 

=20

At 01:06 PM 4/16/2007, Floyd Mori wrote:

Grace, et a l .

Can you provide me with all of your research on the JLA. I met with 
Senator Inouye today and he would like to have as complete set of 
"facts" as he can get. He charged me to compile as much information as 
possible. I will gather info from Bercerra's office as well and 
I nouye's staff. =20

=20

What are some significant "anniversaries" associated with the JLA?
This would be for the purpose of planning some kind of event in order to 
bring attention to relevant parties.

=20

What are the "national" organizations that support this effort? Need a 
l i s t .

=20

Thanks, Floyd=20 

=20 

=20

From: Oh, Christine [m a i l t o :Christine.O h @ m a i l .h o u s e .gov]=20 
Sent: Friday, April 20, 2007 5:01 PM 
To: Luong, Van (Inouye); Floyd Mori
Cc: GRACE SHIMIZU; Robin Toma; glowenberg@hrc.c o .l a .c a .us 
Subject: RE: Upcoming JLA meeting & teleconference

=20

Hi there-
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Please call the toll free number: 888-928-9177 and enter the PASSCODE: 
54181

'"'gain, the conference call is on Monday, April 30th at 1pm ET and 10am 
T. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thanks

=2 0
Christine Oh| Congressman Xavier Becerra| (202) 225-62351
Christine.o h @ m a i l .h o u s e .gov| Sign up for periodic updates from Rep. 
Becerra ch t t p ://becerra.h o u s e .gov/HoR/ca31/>=20

From: Luong, Van (Inouye) [m a i l t o :Van_Luong@inouye.sen a t e .gov]=20 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 6:59 PM 
To: Oh, Christine; Floyd Mori
Cc: GRACE SHIMIZU; Robin Toma; glowenberg@hrc.c o .l a .c a .us 
Subject: Upcoming JLA meeting & teleconference

=20

Thank you, Floyd, for your engagement and that of the JACL on this 
i s s u e .

=20

I am available to meet (and conference in our colleagues) on Monday 
April 30th at 1pm. Will your intern be available then? I'll make my 
schedule flexible to meet the needs of this group. =20

=20

.loha,

Van

=20

From: Oh, Christine [m a i l t o :Christine.O h @ m a i l .h o u s e .gov]=20 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 5:11 PM 
To: 'Floyd Mori'
Cc: Luong, Van (Inouye); 'GRACE SHIMIZU'; 'Robin Toma';
'glowenberg@hrc.co.la.ca.us'
Subject: RE: JLA

=20
Floyd-

Sounds like Sen. Inouye had great points to bring up. Thank you for 
chatting with him about the next steps. I think we should definitely 
get together soon-Perhaps the first week of May (since you'll be out 
next week)?=20

Does Monday, April 30th work for you, Van, and Grace and/or Robin? 
Please let me know if 1pm ET/ 10am PT works for you. We can do all 
conference call or part conference call and part in person. I am 
flexible the rest of the week. Thanks! =20

;2 0
Christine Oh| Congressman Xavier Becerra| (202) 225-62351
christine.o h @ m a i l .h o u s e .gov| Sign up for periodic updates from Rep.
Becerra ch t t p ://becerra.h o u s e .gov/HoR/ca31/>=20
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-------_=_NextPart_002_01C78806.F9C5E2B9
Content-Type: text/html;

charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<html x m l n s :v=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:vml" = 
x m l n s :o=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" = 
x m l n s :w=3D " u r n :schemas-microsoft-com:office:word" = 
x m l n s :stl=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:o f f i c e :smarttags" = 
xmlns=3D"h t t p ://w w w .w 3 .org/TR/REC-html4 0">

<head>
<meta http-equiv=3DContent-Type content=3D"text/html; = 
charset=3Dus-ascii">
<meta name=3DGenerator content=3D"Microsoft Word 11 (filtered m e d ium)"> 
<!— [if !mso]>
<style>
v \ : * {behavior:u r l (#default#VML);} 
o \ :* {behavior:u r l (#default#VML);} 
w \ :* {behavior:u r l (#default#VML);}
.shape {behavior:u r l (#default#VML);}
</style>
< ! [endif]--><0 :SmartTagType 
namespaceuri=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:off i c e :smarttags" = 

name=3D"PostalCode"/>
< o :SmartTagType =
namespaceuri=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" 
name=3D"State"/>

< o :SmartTagType =
namespaceuri=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:of f i c e :smarttags" 
name=3D"country-region"/>

< o :SmartTagType =
namespaceuri=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" 
name=3D"City"/>

< o :SmartTagType =
namespaceuri=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" 
name=3D"place"/>

< o :SmartTagType =
namespaceuri=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" 
name=3D"PersonName"/>

< ! --[if !mso]>
<style>
st1\ :*{beha v i o r :u r l (#default#ieooui) }
</style>
< ! [endif]-->
<style>
< ! —
/* Font Definitions */
@font-face

{font-family:Tahoma; 
panose-1:2 11 6 4 3 5 4 4 2 4 ; }

@font-face
{font-family:Verdana; 
panose-1:2 11 6 4 3 5 4 4 2 4 ; }

/* Style Definitions */
p .MsoNormal, l i .MsoNormal, d i v .MsoNormal 

{margin:Oin; 
m argin-bottom:.OOOlpt; 
font-size:12.Op t ; 
font-family:"Times New Roman"; 
c o l o r :windowtext;} 

p.MsoDate, li.MsoDate, div.MsoDate 
{margin:Oin;
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MEMORANDUM__________________________________________
From: Christine
To: Campaign For Justice & Japanese American Citizens League 
Date: December 21, 2006
Subject: JLA Strategy for 110th Congress, 1st Session________

Introduction
Per Senator Inouye’s discretion, we will introduce the bill early in the session. If 
Senator Inouye hears from all of the Senators he has contacted before January 
4th, we will introduce it as early as the first session of the year. If not, we will 
introduce the bill on the next available date, which is Tuesday, the 9th (the Senate 
is not in session on Friday, the 5th, and the House is not in session on Monday, 
the 8th). We will submit an extension of remarks and a press release that 
contains a quote from Sen. Inouye, and possibly Rep. Lungren. A Dear 
Colleague letter will go out the day after we introduce the bill to include the bill’s 

| number, 
i

The original cosponsors will be Dan Lungren and Mike Honda as they have been 
originals in the 109th. In the case that I hear back from Matt of Mr. Cannon’s 
office before the start of the session, we will have 3 original cosponsors.

Cosponsors
As we did in the 109th Congress, we want to have a balanced approach when 
adding cosponsors to the bill. We intend to add members on an equal number 
basis to the bill, even if that means having Members who are interested in being 
cosponsors on a “waiting list.”

We are in the process of reaching Members of Congress who fall under these 
categories:

• Judiciary Committee members
• Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus Members
• Members with a significant number of Japanese Americans in the district
• Members with a significant number of Asian Americans in the district
• Congressional Human Rights Caucus Members
• Cosponsors of the JLA redress bill in the 109th, 108th, 107th, and 106th

Once again, we will work harder to get Republican members by contacting them 
more than Democrats as it has always been more difficult to gain Republican 
supporters.

Dear Colleague letters
A dear colleague letter will go out in the following months:

• January, after the bill number is issued
• February, to commemorate the Day of Remembrance
• April, to celebrate the cherry blossoms
• May, for APA Heritage month + a dummy press release

1
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• June, of an internee’s personal story
• July
• September
• October

Hearing
According to the Judiciary committee staff, our bill is one of their top priorities. 
They said, however, it would be difficult to get a hearing on the bill by itself and 
there is a higher chance of our bill being included in a comprehensive hearing of 
all civil-rights-type commission bills, specifically H.R. 40, the commission to study 
the institution of slavery (Rep. Conyers). Rep. Becerra expressed that this is not 
a bad idea as long as we can have a hearing on the issue, especially since more 
extensive study will be done by the commission itself. Sen. Inouye is opposed to 
this idea for it may confuse the Members and make it easier for them to oppose 
all bills in the hearing, including the JLA commission.

Media
We will submit to Washington Post, New York Times, USA Today, and any other 
major newspapers an op-ed with Rep. Lungren (still pending) & Rep. Becerra 
and possibly Sen. Inouye and Sen. Stevens on the topic during the time of Day of 
Remembrance. This needs to be done and sent by Feb. 10th at the latest.

We will continue to work with our advocacy groups and individual supporters to 
encourage them to highlight the issue in any ways and means possible.

Advocacy Groups
Campaign For Justice and Japanese American Citizens League are the 
vanguard organizations. We will obtain letters of support from each organization.

We have reached out to the following groups and have received their support 
letters:

• Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (Rob Randhava)
• Asian American Justice Center (Vincent Eng)

We are in the process of working with the following groups:
• Amnesty International (Renata Rendon)
• Asian American Legal Defense Fund (Margaret Fung)
• Human Rights First (Jennifer Daskal)

We will reach out to the following groups:
• Human Rights Watch
• The Quakers (involved with original redress)
• Jewish American groups (involved with original redress)
• National Asian American student groups
• National Asian American bar associations
• Scholars association (American history, Asian American studies profs)
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• Faith-Based organizations
• Center for American Progress and other progressive organizations
• Bloggers

Some of the ways the groups/individuals can support the cause:
• Submitting a support letter on the bill
• Posting an action-alert on the organization’s website
• Spreading the word by sending the bill information to their listserve
• Spreading the word by blogging about the issue
• Writing an op-ed / letter to the editor to any major newspapers
• Participating in a letter writing campaign (via web, post cards, letters) to 

Members of Congress
• Spreading the word and promoting education by tapping conference 

organizers
• Sharing the existing resources (DVDs, books, exhibits, etc.)

Congressional Caucuses
We have currently obtained an endorsement from CAPAC and we’re waiting for 
CHC’s endorsement. After obtaining CHC’s endorsement, we will seek one from 
CBC as well. The Congressional Human Rights Caucus does not endorse any 
bills. However, we plan to send the bill information out to their listserve in order 
to rally support.

It is crucial that the Democratic leadership knows that this bill is on the top priority 
list for CAPAC. CAP AC’s list of priorities will be sent to the Speaker’s office early 
in the 110th. We anticipate that Chairman Honda will get a chance to talk to the 
Speaker about CAPAC’s priority bills.

Senate Strategy
In July of the 109th 2nd Session, the Senate bill was on the mark-up calendar of 
the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs (HSGA). 
Unfortunately, Sen. Coburn expressed concerns that kept the bill from being 
marked up.

In the 110th Congress, with Senator Joe Lieberman (one of the cosponsors) as 
the Chairman of HSGA, the bill has a likelihood chance of being marked up. If 
Senator Coburn brings up issues with the bill, there may be a chance to have a 
hearing. Senator Inouye is pushing to get as many bipartisan original 
cosponsors as possible before introducing the bill.

Time line

January
Thursday, the 4th or Tuesday, the 9th drop the bill; D/C letter 
Meet with Republican committee staff and Lungren’s staff (pending)
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February
An op-ed
Request a hearing: Judiciary staff

March -  December
Request a hearing: Judiciary staff
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: Oh, Christine [Christine.Oh@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Monday, April 30, 2007 12:13 PM

To: Luong, Van (Inouye); Takeda, Ken (Honda); 'GRACE SHIMIZU'; Floyd Mori; 'Robin Toma'

Subject: JLA Conference Mtg Agenda

Hi folks-
Here's a brief agenda. Please feel free to let me know if you'd like to add anything to the agenda. THANKS! 

Agenda

-Any updates on former internee interviews? (CNN special edition, Telemundo)

I. PR Package 
-purpose 
-audience
-how it will look like? (web site, packets of papers, FAQ's, etc.)
-what to include
-who will gather information
-who will put it together

II. Information we need to gather for PR
1. Dates (when it happened)
2. Whether there was an executive order or something similar to an executive order
3. Facts on families and individuals involved.
4. Facts on the processing and timing of evacuation.
5. Facts on surviving internees. gooA* c*p0*eci -fcr & dv-ēS£.
6. Facts on what happened after the War.
7. Stories of people.
8. Were payments (or other incentives) made for the exchange?
9. Others?

III. Information we need to gather for our own
1. Who was the president of Peru and presidents of the other participant countries?
2. Others?

IV. Coalition Building
-Who are our allies and partners?
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (letter) (Rob Randhava)
Asian American Justice Center (letter) (Vincent Eng)
Anyone else?

-In the process/ made first contact/ need to follow up 
Asian American Legal Defense Fund (Margaret Fung)
Human Rights First (Jennifer Daskal)
Latin America Working Group (Lisa H)
Amnesty International (T. Kumar)

-Who do we need to target?
Human Rights Watch
American Friends Service Committee (The Quakers: involved with original redress)
Jewish American group (involved with original redress)
National Asian American student groups 
National Asian American bar associations
Scholars associations (American history, Asian American studies professors)
Center for American Progress (and other progressive organizations)

4/30/2007
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Other faith-based organizations

V. Hearing in the House

VI. Others

Christine Oh| Congressm an Xavier Becerrai (202) 225-6235| Christine.oh@ mail,house.gov| Sign up for periodic  
updates from  Rep. Becerra

4/30/2007
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: Oh, Christine [Christine.Oh@mail.house.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 5:11 PM

To: 'Floyd Mori'

Cc: Luong, Van (Inouye); 'GRACE SHIMIZU'; 'Robin Toma'; 'glowenberg@hrc.co.la.ca.us'

Subject: RE: JLA

Floyd-
Sounds like Sen. Inouye had great points to bring up. Thank you for chatting with him about the next steps. I 
think we should definitely get together soon-Perhaps the first week of May (since you'll be out next week)?
Does Monday, April 30th work for you, Van, and Grace and/or Robin? Please let me know if 1pm ET/ 10am PT 
works for you. We can do all conference call or part conference call and part in person. I am flexible the rest of 
the week. Thanks!

Christine Oh| Congressman Xavier Becerra) (202) 225-6235) christine.oh@mail.house.gov) Sign up for periodic 
updates from Rep. Becerra

From: Floyd Mori [mailto:jacl.dc.office@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2007 4:19 PM 
To: Oh, Christine 
Subject: JLA

Where are we with the bill? I met with Senator Inouye today and he suggested the following:

1. He wants to gather as many "facts" on the issue as possible. I am assuming that you have a 
great file of facts. If we can combine the info from all sources, we can begin to develop some 
kind of a PR package. I have asked Grace for her file. Van was ill today so Marie Blanco (his 
Chief of Staff) was there. She indicated that she will get Van to get all of her facts together.
Facts that go back to the "agreement" during the War to today and how many survivors are there.

2. What are some significant "anniversaries" associated with the JLA? The Senator feels that 
doing an event where facts of the injustice are laid out it should be done on a significant date.

3. The Senator is willing to do some Op Ed stuff for major news outlets. NY Times, Post, etc....

His point is that no body knows about this issue, not even the JA population. Maybe we can do an article for our 
PC under the authorship of your boss. So we need to get the word and "facts" and injustice of all out as much as 
we can. What national organizations are in support?

Do you want to get together on this?

Floyd

S. Floyd Mori 
National Director
Japanese American Citizens League 
1828 L Street, NW, Suite 802 
Washington, DC 20036 
ph: (202) 223-1240 
fax: (202) 296-8082 
email: dc@jacl.org

4/17/2007
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MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE
FROM: Van
DATE: April 13, 2007
RE: Meeting with Floyd Mori, National Director of the Japanese American

Citizens League

On Monday, April 16, 2007, you will be meeting with Floyd Mori, National Director 
of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), at 2pm. At this meeting Mr. 
Mori will raise the following issues: (1) the Awards Dinner Gala scheduled for 
September 12, 2007; (2) the Japanese Latin American Commission Bill that was 
signed into law in 2006; and (3) appropriations for H.R. 1492, the Internment Camp 
Preservation Bill.

The National Japanese American Memorial Foundation is preparing for an Awards 
Dinner Gala, honoring Senators Akaka, Graham, and the late Senator Matsunaga 
at the Mariott, Hotel on April 20, 2007. The Gala will also pay tribute to Korean 
War Veterans. Mr. Mori will ask you to be a member of the Honorary Committee. 
In addition, Mr. Mori says that he has spoken to you about establishing a Senator 
Daniel K. Inouye Fellowship on Public Policy, and some of the receipts from the 
event will go towards funding the Fellowship.

The Japanese Latin American Commission Bill was re-introduced early in the 110th 
Congress, and was assigned to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. Senator Lieberman, who is the Chairman of the Committee, 
is a co-sponsor of the Commission Bill, and continues to be very supportive.
Senator Lieberman’s Committee staff looks forward to including the Commission 
Bill in the next mark up, but they do not know yet when a mark-up will be 
scheduled. Last year, Senator Coburn opposed the bill, on the grounds that the 
work of the Commission is best done as a graduate paper, and that opening a 
Commission study is an act of “self-flagellation.” You spoke with Senator Collins, 
who chaired the Committee last year, but she did not bring the bill to mark-up, 
partly due to a dense schedule, and partly due to Senator Coburn’s objections. 
Committee staff does not expect any other objections to the bill this year.

The Japanese Internment Camp Preservation Act, authorizing $38 million in 
matching grant monies to non-profit agencies to build preserve or build memorials 
on former internment camp sites, was signed into law by President Bush on 
December 21, 2006. Mr. Gerald Yamada had requested $5 million in funding for 
fiscal year 2008, and you had requested $5 million in your Interior Appropriations 
priority list submitted to Committee on March 30, 2007.


