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UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN 

PAT SAIKI 
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515—JULY 1989
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In this report, I will outline some of the more prominent environmental is- ' 
sues facing the Congress, and will explain what we in the Congress are doing ■ 
to address these problems. With your input, lam confident we can preserve our 

islands for generations to come!
Sincerely,

t« Patricia Saiki
Member of Congress

Andy Trenka, newly appointed Director of the Energy & 
Resources Division, Pacific International Center for High Tech­
nology Research, briefs Congresswoman Saiki in Washington.

For too long, our oceans have 
been treated as a limitless 
dumping ground for refuse of 

many kinds. There is now an un­
derstanding in Congress that our 
oceans cannot continue to absorb 
this type of treatment, and these 
practices must be stopped. Here 
are some of the major issues af­
fecting the cleanliness of our 
oceans:

Plastics 
Pollution

Plastic debris in 
our nation’s water­
ways remains a top 
concern for the Con-
gress. Such debris 

is unpleasant and potentially 
dangerous for beach-lovers and 
water sports enthusiasts, and 
kills many sea-faring wildlife, 
such as dolphins, sea turtles, and 
various sea birds.

In the 100th Congress, several 
laws were passed to address this 
problem, and the Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries Committee 
is now engaged in overseeing the

implementation of these laws. In­
cluded in these laws are 
provisions to ban the dumping of 
plastics at sea, require a track­
ing system for the disposal of 
medical wastes, and to require 
degradable six-pack ring carriers.

Driftnets
Driftnets are free-floating syn­

thetic nets, often up to 30 to 40 
miles long, used to catch large 
numbers of fish for commercial 
purposes. Although the use of 
these nets by U.S. fishermen is 
limited, many foreign fishing 
fleets use them regularly, setting 
aft estimated 30,000 miles of 
driftnets every night.

continued on page 2 •*



Continued from page one

These nets are a highly 
destructive method of fishing. 
They often trap dolphins, sea 
turtles, and other marine life 
which are not sold for commer­
cial purposes, and which are 
otherwise protected by federal 
law. Congresswoman Saiki is a 
co-sponsor of legislation which 
urges a ban on the importation of 
fish products from nations which 
do not take steps to limit driftnet 
usage by their fishing fleets.

Ocean Dumping
Last year, the Congress passed 

the Ocean Dumping Ban Act of 
1988 to stop the practice of dump­
ing sewage sludge into the ocean. 
The ban will be phased in over 
several years, while new tech­
nologies are developed for alter­
native disposal methods.

In addition, Congresswoman 
Saiki is a co-sponsor of legisla- . 
tion to increase penalties on per­

sons who illegally dump waste 
into oceans and waterways.

Ocean Mining
New regulations are being 

developed in the Congress to 
protect the ocean from the harm­
ful effects of mineral mining of 
the seabed. Current regulations 
do not contain adequate protec­
tions for individual states to 
prevent harmful drilling off their 
shores.
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Estuary Protection
Estuaries and coastal waters 

are among the most ecologically 
important of all marine environ­
ments. It is in such areas that 
much marine life flourishes, but 
many of these areas have become 
endangered by toxins which 
runoff from land areas. Con­
gresswoman Saiki is a co-spon­
sor of legislation which would 
require that coastal bays and es­
tuaries be protected under the 
Clean Water Act from waste dis­
charge.

The Clean Air Act was original­
ly enacted in 1970. It includes 
several programs to reduce un­
healthy air pollution levels, and 
preserve the air quality in pris­
tine areas. The majority of urban 
areas are still not in compliance 
with these standards.

All efforts to reauthorize and 
improve the Clean Air Act during 
the 100th Congress failed. The 
101st Congress is currently 
engaged in efforts to achieve 
clean, healthy air. To attain this 
goal, action must be taken on

five major clean air areas: carbon' 
monoxide and ground level 
ozone, acid rain, ozone layer 
depletion, airborne toxics, and 
the spread of pollution to pris­
tine areas.

Congresswoman Saiki is a co­
sponsor of major measures to im­
prove and reauthorize the Clean 
Air Act. ■

She is again an original spon­
sor of the Acid Deposition Con­
trol Act of 1989 (HR 1470) to 
control sulfur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxides emissions from

both stationary and mobile sour­
ces.

Congresswoman Saiki is also a 
co-sponsor of the Clean Air Res­
toration Act of 1989 (HR 2323) 
aimed at reducing the nation’s 
serious and growing smog prob­
lem.

This bill assures that cities 
which have not yet achieved 
Clean Air standards will con­
tinue to progress to achieve 
them. Ozone and carbon 
monoxide levels are the targets 
of this measure.

On May 17th Co 
on the House Floor to co:

ing chemicals which cont 
lem of global warming."
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CONGRESS AIMS AT 
OIL SPILL LEGISLATION

In the wake of the Alaskan oil spill, Congress is likely to implement 
legislation to increase penalties against those who pollute the environ­
ment through oil or hazardous waste spills, and to require greater ef­
forts to maintain personnel and equipment to deal with spills.

Some of the bills introduced include:
HR 1430: Congresswoman Saiki’s legislation to require a study of 

hazardous substance emergency response systems currently in place 
in Hawaii.

HR 1465: Merchant Marine Committee Chairman Walter Jones’ 
legislation to define liability laws in the event of an oil spill and estab­
lish a fund for the clean-up and compensation for oil spills.

HR 2291: Clean Ocean Act of 1989, introduced by New Jersey Con­
gressman Jim Saxton, to require that regional emergency response 
teams around the country be available within five hours of an oil spill 
disaster, require the oil industry to pay for additional contingency 
provisions, and create penalties up to $1 million against the chief ex­
ecutives of oil companies who violate the law.

. tional Whaling Commis­
sion must decide 
whether to extend or . 
revise the Moratorium 
beyond 1991. It is an­
ticipated that the Mer­
chant Marine and 
Fisheries committee will 
carefully examine the im 
pact that proposals to 
end the moratorium 
would have on whale ■ 
populations.

mals worldwide.
Under this Act, the 

Congress recently asked 
the National Marine 
Fisheries Service to un- ■ 
dertake a study of the ;
numerous deaths of bot- ' 
tie-nose dolphins on the 
Atlantic Coast. From 
June 1987 through the 
Spring of 1988, ap­
proximately 750 dol­
phins washed ashore on .

Photo courtesy of Pacific W
hale Foundation.

ENDANGERED 
HAWAIIAN 
SPECIES

A recent Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC) report 
of Hawaii’s endangered species 
recommended improvements to 
save our threatened and en­
dangered native species.

When the report was released, 
Congresswoman Saiki supported 
the recommendations:

“I very much agree ... that 
Hawaii with more threatened 
and endangered species than any 
other state should receive a large

share of funds appropriated for 
this purpose. I have supported in 
the past and will continue to sup­
port fuller funding of Hawaii’s 
protection and recovery efforts,” 
she said.

“In both the 100th and the 
101st Congresses, I have been an 
original co-sponsor of the Nation­
al Biological Diversity Con­
servation and Environmental 
Research Act. Its goals include 
the establishment of a national 
policy for biological diversity, con­
servation, and the creation of a 
National center for Biological 
Diversity Research.

“I believe Hawaii would be 
ideal for the location of such a

center, for it has by far the 
largest number of species in the 
country in danger of extinction.

“While funds have been consis­
tently appropriated in the past 
years for the acquisition of en­
dangered forest bird habitats, we 
have thus far accumulated pre­
cious little information about 
this and other native ecosystems 
of Hawaii. In many cases species 
can be protected and managed 
without having to buy the proper­
ties they inhabit. Conversely, 
species can and will continue on 
the path of extinction on federal 
lands if knowledge and proper 
management of these areas is 
not available,” Congresswoman 
Saiki said.
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CONGRESS TO 
ADDRESS CLEAN
AIR AND GREEN­
HOUSE EFFECT
Global Warming and the 
Greenhouse Effect

Since the greenhouse concept was first predicted 
93 years ago, scientists have discussed the pos­
sibility that industrial gases in our atmosphere 
could cause a global warming trend.

The earth is kept warm by atmospheric gases 
which retain some of the sun’s heat, just as a green­
house does. As concentrations of these gases in­
crease, more heat becomes trapped at the earth’s 
surface.

Congresswoman Saihi is a co-sponsor 
of major legislation to deal with this 
problem. These measures include:

The Global Environment Research and 
Policy Act (H.R.980) requires the development of 
a 10-year national Global Change Research Plan, 
establishes a Council on Global Environmental ■ 
Policy, and requires that federal agencies consider 
the effects of their actions on the “global environ­
ment”

The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficien­
cy Technology Competitiveness Act of 1989 
(HR 1216) is an attempt to balance our future ener­
gy needs with our environmental concerns regard­
ing global warming, ozone layer depletion and acid 
rain. Its purpose is to improve the commercial 
feasibility and international competitiveness of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency tech­
nologies developed in the U.S.

While greenhouse gases occur naturally, human 
activities have greatly increased their production 
and concentration. We have recently begun to see 
greater indications that a global warming trend 
may be upon use.

What Could Happen? ■
According to a National Academy of Sciences 

report, a global warming trend could:
• increase the mean surface temperature of the 

Earth:
• increase the average amount of rainfall 

globally;
• melt ice and snow in polar areas;
• raise the global sea level; and
• increase summer continental dryness.
The Environmental Protection Agency reported 

that agriculture, natural resources, ecosystems, 
and water bodies would be especially impacted:

• a rise in sea level could increase coastal - 
erosion, and create a significant loss of coastal 
wetlands; .

• rainfall pattern changes could dry up current 
agricultural lands, change forest composition 
and abundance, and increase the rate of 
species extinction; and

• current water resource and electricity generat­
ing systems could become insufficient and re­
quire major changes.

Congressional Action
This global climate threat has been high on the 

congressional agenda. Since January 1988, Con- . 
gress has held some two dozen hearings on this 
topic, and nearly a dozen bills have already been in­
troduced in 1989.

The Global Warming Prevention Act (HR 
1078) proposes several policy changes to reduce 
greenhouse emissions while also cutting energy 
costs. It also proposes:

• policies for slowing the destruction of the 
world’s forest^1 ■

• to phase out the use of ozone-layer depleting 
CFCs;

• ways to encourage alternative energy tech­
nologies;

• tree-plantings in urban areas to reduce the 
carbon dioxide and help cool cities;

• to require foreign assistance programs to in­
clude the implementation of least-cost energy 
plans, and reforestation programs.

▲ Visible light from the sun strikes the Earth.
Blanket of gases traps Infrared 

In the atmosphere.

THE GREENHOUSE EFFECT

GREEN 
HOUSE 
GASES 
CO2 
H2O 
CH4 
N2O 
CFCs
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The House Subcommittee on Oceanography 
last month unanimously passed three 
proposals which would be of specific environ­
mental and economic benefit to Hawaii and 
the Pacific...

MARINE ORNAMENTAL 
FISH AQUACULTURE

Congresswoman Saiki received subcommit­
tee approval to provide the University of 
Hawaii and Sea Grant researchers with 
federal support to conduct initial studies on 
the feasibility of beginning a marine, 
aquarium-fish, aquaculture industry in 
Hawaii.

She told her colleagues that the develop­
ment of this idea “could be a very environmen­
tally beneficial and commercially lucrative 
industry for this nation.”

Nearly all the colorful, saltwater fish bought 
in pet shops are caught in the wild.

These fish are often caught with cyanide, ar­
senic and dynamite which kills approximately 
90 percent of the fish and much of the coral 
reef in the catch area. The surviving 10 per­
cent are sent to the U.S. aquarium market for 
our home and office fishtanks.

Several native, wild tropical fish populations 
around the world have been depleted for our 
rapidly growing aquarium market.

States currently have the authority to 
develop coastal zone management plans only 
for the 3-mile ocean area from its shoreline.

In pointing out to her colleagues the unique 
difference between island and mainland states 
of the nation, she reminded them that the 
ocean and its resources play a much greater 
role in the islands than in other U.S. coastal 
states.

She then proposed that because of the 
islands’ extremely close relationship with the 
ocean, the coastal zone management planning 
authority of island states should not be limited 
to just three miles from shore.

This amendment for a demonstration plan­
ning project in the Pacific would allow Hawaii 
and other U.S. islands the opportunity to 
prove their ability to manage and protect a 
greater portion of the surrounding ocean.

The management plan would tell us what 
lies in the waters beyond our coasts, and how 
to protect the environment and living marine 
resources from harm by potential development 
activities. •

Congresswoman Saiki’s amendment to ex­
tend the management plan area out to 12 
miles was adopted in committee and will be 
voted on by the House as part of the Coastal 
Zone Management Act Reauthorization 
measure.

PACIFIC ISLAND 
NETWORK

Congresswoman Saiki also received subcom­
mittee approval for a proposal to fund the 
Pacific Island Network (PIN) programs.

PIN was formed to meet U.S. obligations to 
Pacific Islands in the areas of fisheries, coastal 
resources management, aquaculture, and 
education.

PIN’s mission is to help island nations ad­
dress their own needs and assist them in the 
wise use of their resources through marine 
and coastal related services and technical 
assistance.

This amendment authorizes new NOAA 
funds to be specifically used to help PIN carry 
out its responsibilities.

COASTAL ZONE 
MANAGEMENT 
DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECT

Congresswoman Saiki successfully offered 
an amendment to authorize the drafting of a 
state-federal management plan for ocean 
resources within 12 miles of Hawaii or a 
Pacific Island state.

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator William K. 
Reilly meets Congresswoman Pat Saiki at a recent event 
where the two shared thoughts on environmental policy.



SEAFOOD 
INFORMATION 

PAMPHLETS
If you would like a copy of either of the 

special seafood pamphlets described here, 
please check which ones, and send your in. 
formation request to Congresswoman 
Saiki’s Washington office.

□ Fish & Seafood Made Easy, a guide 
to choosing and preparing seafood.

□ Lighten Up with Seafood, informa­
tion tips on how to use seafood to 
lighten your diet.

Mail to:
Congresswoman Patricia Saiki 
1609 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Name________________ ____ _____________________

Address________________ _______________________—

Occupation__________________________________ _—-

SAIKI ON 
NEW OCEANS 
TASK FORCE

Congresswoman Saiki has become a Member 
of the House-Senate Oceans Task Force, a bi­
partisan group, interested in addressing ocean 
issues and informing other Members of Con­
gress of their importance.

The Oceans Task Force has selected the dif­
ficult problem of ocean pollution from unknown 
origins as its first major target issue.

EARTH DAY 
STUDY-GUIDE 

SENT TO STUDENTS
In recognition of Earth Day 1990, Con­

gresswoman Saiki sent an informal environ­
mental quiz to elementary and intermediate 
school students to help them learn to care for 
the environment.

Also included in the students’ environmental 
guides were reports on ways Congress is trying 
to clean-up and protect the environment.

On Sunday, April 22, hundreds of thousands 
of people celebrated Earth Day in Washington 
and around the nation, and appealed for 
greater effort to keep our environment clean.

Two Atlantic bot­
tlenosed dolphins, 
Phoenix and 
Akeakamai, were 
photographed at 
the University of 
Hawaii’s Kewalo 
Basin Marine Mam­
mal Laboratory. 
The dolphins pro­
vide valuable com­
munications and 
behavioral re­
search oppor­
tunities.

Official Business

Congresswoman Pat Saiki
Hawaii District Office: 
300 Ala Moana Blvd., #4104 
Prince Kuhio Federal Bldg. 
Honolulu, HI 96850 
808-541-2570 Phone
Washington, D.C. Office: 
1609 Longworth Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-2726 Phone 
202-225-4580 Fax


