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June 15, 1999

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

In 1995, the Jerusalem Embassy Act became law, stipulating as U.S. policy that 
Jerusalem should be recognized as the capital of the State of Israel and the United States 
Embassy in Israel should be established in Jerusalem no later than May 31, 1999. This issue has 
been a priority in Congress for many years. Therefore, we want to strongly urge you not to 
waive the law as you have done in the past

When the initial legislation was adopted, we questioned the inclusion of a renewable 
Presidential waiver on national security interests. At that time, it was noted that the waiver 
authority did not end on a date certain, and that the national security standard being employed 
was inappropriate. •

Last week. Assistant Secretary Indyk, in testimony before the International Relations 
Committee, cited the finding limitation in the Act as a major element favoring a waiver. It was 
noted to Assistant Secretary Indyk that the House International Relations Committee has already 
authorized substantial amounts for embassy security projects. The Foreign Relations 
Authorization bill (HR 1211) authorizes $1.2 billion in FY 2000 to cover the costs of relocation, 
and construction necessary to rectify security deficiencies at posts abroad. This underscores 
the commitment to fulfill worldwide security needs that were outlined in the "Report of the 
Accountability Review Boards on the Embassy Bombings in Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam" (the 
"Crowe Report") . It is anticipated that ultimately the Foreign Relations Authorization bill will 
include sufficient embassy security funding in the out years.

As a result, the Administration’s argument that the problem is a funding issue is a 
specious one. If it is a political issue, it is one that has not yet been resolved, but should be. 
Moving our embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is long overdue.
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Congress did not intend for the President to utilize the waiver indefinitely. Regrettably, 
waiver of the Act has become automatic. We submit that the national security interests of the 
United States are not threatened because the Act stipulates that the US Embassy be located 40 
miles from where it is now. Moreover, congressional intent was clear that our Embassy be 
established in Jerusalem no later than May 31, 1999.

Your administration has maintained that the United States should not move our Embassy 
until negotiations on the final status of Jerusalem have been completed between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians. This policy infers that such a move would demonstrate a preference for one of 
the parties, and that the U.S. role as honest broker would be compromised. But, United States 
policy on Jerusalem has changed both before and after the onset of the peace talks in 1991, 
without any negative repercussions. .

Moving our embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is something the United States 
should have done many years ago. The United States maintains its embassy in the functioning 
capital of every country except in the case of our democratic friend and strategic ally, the State of 
Israel. The United States conducts official meetings and other business in the city of Jerusalem 
in de facto recognition of its status as the capital of Israel. Accordingly, we strongly urge you 
not to waive PL 104-45, so that the intent of the Jerusalem Embassy Act can be realized.

With best wishes,
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Signatories to 6-15-99 Jerusalem Letter sponsored by Rep. Gilman

63 signatories including Gilman

Neil Abercrombie James Hansen
Dick Armey Alcee Hastings
Bill Archer ID Hayworth
Bob Ban- Stephen Horn
Mike Bilirakis Sam Johnson
Roy Blunt Sue Kelly
Sherry Boehlert Peter King
Kevin Brady Rick Lazio
Dan Burton Frank LoBiondo
Mike Castle Carolyn McCarthy
Helen Chenoweth John McHugh
John Cooksey Mike McNulty
William Coyne Carolyn Maloney
Chris Cox Don Manzullo
Joseph Crowley Bob Menendez
Randy "Duke" Cunningham Dan Mica
Tom DeLay Richard Neal
Lincoln Diaz-Balart Doug Ose
John Doolittle John Edward Porter
David Dreier Jack Quinn
Mike Forbes Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Vito Fossella Steve Rothman
Martin Frost Matt Salmon
Rodney Frelinghuysen Brad Sherman
Elton Gallegly Chris Smith
George Gekas Floyd Spence
Wayne Gilchrest Cliff Stearns
Porter Goss Ed Towns
Lindsay Graham JC Watts
Kay Granger Frank Wolf
Ralph Hall Albert Wynn


