
NO. 8 NOVEMBER 1976 

A letter from Bishop Leonard Alufurai 

My dear friends, 

I think all of us . in the Solomons today look forward to the day of 
independence with some mixed-feelings. There are some who would welcome 
independence while others who would say - it is foolish to talk about 
independence . for the Solomons now, because all of us know that this is a 
poor country and don•t think we shall ever have enough money to run the 
country without outside help. There is yet another group who would say 
nothing at all either for or against independence . 

These different schools of thought could culminate in division and 
resentment by some in tho country. The different ways the people now view 
independence supported by the request made by some members of the Legislative 
Assembly to the Government for state or provinc~al type of government for 
these islands coul d land this country in a state we were in 100 years ago. 
For the Solomons is a country that is nat urally divided by sea, languages, 
customs and religions. This natural division is what I would call §eographi­
cal, spiritual and emotional separation of the people . 

This separation, if it is not handled with care, if it is overlooked 
without good foresight and forethoughtt then we ought to.look to the future 
with some concern. But if we realise that all of us are members of a 
community - and the country is a com~unity, then we sho~ldnot be over 
concerned about the future , for the rise or the fall of a community is the 
responsibility of its members. The happiness and good fortune that one 
finds in a community is the outcome of the unity of its members sharing to­
gether in all its activities . 

The greatest block to developing a community sense is that the 
members do not share together the deepest experiences in its life. As 
members of a community we should be filled with question about the nature, 
structure, the duties and privileges of the community. The answers to these 
questions , how to see them and share fully in them is our major concern as 
Christians . Now where does this concern find its answers? 

To begin with, the Christian starts with on e very important, and 
quite unique insight into the nature of a community. That insight is this: 
That a coUtJ11unity is not created by geography, law, or economic interdepen­
dence, or by ou r human desire to have a community, or by anything else 
except the awornes•ofduty owed by one man to another and by all to God. 
A clear illustration of this principle is found in the story of the Good 
Samaritan. 

In the story we first find a lonely man who almost met his death on 
the road. Then comes the procession of men, each with good reason to pass 
by on the other side and not seeing the cry of duty at their feet. Now 
it would be a mistake to suppose the Priest and the Levite to have been bad 
men. For they are no worse than anyone else equally trapped in the moral 
blindness under such a circumstance to be in a hurry to perform the duties 
of high office . After all , such a degrading duty as helping a perfectly 
strange man is not his calling . 

Then comes one man with amazing freedom to see the real situation. 
He aeesf he stops and acts, and his action is not bound by any law nor the 
finan cial reward for saving a life of a Samaraitan or to have any responai-
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bility whatever over a Jew. No, his only concern is, he sees a duty and 
performs it. The amazing result of this net is that a community is born. 
There are no longer two unrelated individua ls, but a human society or 
community. Now the root or the foundation of this community lies in what 
the Samaritan saw in the situation and acted on it. Our Lord need not 
have asked the question "which now of the three do you think was the 
neighbour to him that fell among the thieves?" For the answer is perfectly 
clear, that difference between the "neighbour" is bridged by the Samaritan's 
awarness of duty and performed it. 

This is the root of a c..ipmmunity. And the community requires a place, 
a locality, and it requires of course people. But n good community is 
always more than a place and more than the people . It is a network of 
obligations shared , a web of responsibilities and freedom accepted and 
upheld by the will of free men. This is and should be the first great 
Christian insight. 

The second insight is that there is a fundamentally given quality 
about these duties. They arise, as we might say, out of the nature of men 
and our relationship to one another. Indeed, the duties and the relationships 
are bound together. A duty is simply whnt a man has to do when he sees 
a relationship. A man in his creation, is a certain somebody in relation­
ship to other somebodies. He is the son of one, the brother of another, 
the neighbour of yet another, the child of God . These and many more re­
lntionsips are the conditions of our very life. We cannot live without 
them in the same way that we cannot live without air. They are facts of 
life, and with them come the related duties. 

So when independence comes it should not be feared, for when it does 
it should reflect a sense of this GIVE and not to count the cost in the 
quiet of the mind when we realise the great truths that "all men are 
created equal", and that they are given by their creator ri~hts that cannot 
be separated from them. Among these certain rights are life, liberty to 
perform duty without the compulsion of law, and the pursuit of happiness. 
To secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the people they govern . 

The great truths we must see here is that the foundation of a politi­
cal community is laid down by God in our creation, not voted into existence 
by a human legislature. They are given qualities to man, the conditions 
of our very nature and existence. They are nothing less than the gift of 
God and nature of humanity. They should be the guiding light to people 
living in community for the fulfilment of duty. 

Now if we are to examine the nature of living in a community, we must 
begin by finding the duties that are hidden in the community itself by 
asking the following questions . Who are these people living together in 
community? What are their circumstances? In what relationship do they 
stand, to me, to ane another and to God? These are very important questions 
for the answers to them will bear greatly on the duties of the Christian 
as he works these duties out in the service to his community. 

The great gospel images of yeast, salt and light emphasize the unique 
quality of the Christian's participation in his community. In all circum­
stances, a Christian is not simply a critic or a spectator, he is not simply 
one who knows the truth about the community, he is one who, in the words 
of St. John, "does the Truth". In doing the truth, a Christian always 
stands in a special relationship to the community of which he is part. 
This special relationship of a Christian to his community is illustrated 
by the simple image our Lord uses of the yeast , salt, and light. 

In these images we see that the yeast is somothing different from 
the dough in which it works. Salt gets its virtue from the fact that it 
is different from the meat which is preserves. The light invades darkness 
from outside, but does not share the nature of the darkness. 'What is 
suggested by these images is that the Christian is in the world, yet not 
of it, this does not mean that a Christian should not take a full part 
in the life of the community which he is a member. Indeed, his sense of 
duty ought to be much clearer to him because of the deeper insights of 
Christian faith into the nature of the community. These images should 
suggest a certain quality about Christian participation in the community. 
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I 
It has been stated by some politicians that this is a Christian 

country which statement I presume implies the fact that all the people 
of this country are christians. If tbis is true then we as christians 
should not fear independence, for it will come as an opportunity to prove 
our faith ln God who has created us as 

(a) creative beings 
(b) responsible beings and 
(c) endowed us with knowledge and wisdom in a special way. 

This·should be our ideal and a true community always is a servant of an 
ideal. It should exist to offer itself for a greater end than its own 
life, and in so doing accepts standards for its own life which it does not 
itself createo 

+Leonard Malaita 

The Visit of Canon Ro L. Butterss, Chairman of the Australian Board of Missions 

Canon Butterss has been visiting the Solomons this month and while he has 
been here he has been able to visit Malaita, Gela Bunana, Alangaula, Pamua, 
Ysabel, Maravovo, Kohimarama, Tetete ni Kolivuti and Selwyn College. 
Canon autterss only became Chairman of the AoBoMo at the begining of 
September so he wasted no time in coming to see uso He knows Island life 
as he has served 4 years at Popondetta in Papua New Guinea , with Bishop 
John Chisholm. While he was here, Canon B~tterss preached in St Barnabas 
Cathedral, and this is part of what he said,' · "When we recall the achievement 
of the Church in Melanesia io tho last 100 ye~rs, we might easily slip into 
the habit of thinking that its task is now completeo :lfe might think that 

now we are at the end of the gre(i\t plano I would 'l·;~nt tq say very strongly 
this morning that the Anglican Church here in Melanesia is not at the 

end of Something but at the begining of something. Because of its ,. rich and 
colourful past the future promises to be rich and colourful too. As each 
one of you looks to the future of your church, and your own part in it, . : ... 
certain things would c ome to your mind. 

1. The putting of flesh .on the dry bones of the Constitution of : ~he ' 

Province. This is something of which Ilishop John frequently spoke. He 
continually urged that the flesh should be Melanesian; the Church should 
express itself in a Melanesian way. Bishop Dudley said to me last week that 
he hoped the framework of the constitution would be filled out, not with 
concrete, . but with leaveso It $houl.d _.,_ot. b.e hard and unchangeable, but 
easily renewed when it is old and w:orno ... 

2.. There is the continuing need to ·be a missionary church. There will 
always be those in Melanesia who have not heard the voice of the living 
Church calling to them in the language they can understand. Christ speaks 
to us through the language of our culture, and the language of our time. 
You, who are Christ's body here, will need to continually use new ways of 
making His truth knowno 
It would be wrong to think that your missionary responsibility ended in 
your own countryo Through associating v~ _'.. th the South Pacific Anglican 
Council and with the other Christian Churches in Melanesia, it will always 
be possible to know of missionary needs beyond the Solomon Islands as well 
as within the Islands. This Church will continue to grow as it goes out 
to make Christ known to others. 

J. As well as the goal of ,;independence" for Church and State, there is 
tbe further goal of 11 inter-dependence 11 and the continuing fact of· 11 God­
dependenc..e" · By inter-d.ependence I mean the way nations and Churches, 
although independent, recognise their need for one another. We meet here 
at this Eucharist as God's people. I am very much alive to the fact that 
the separate provinces of the Anglican Churches need to share their strengths 
with each other, and to support each other in their weaknesses • 

• 
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lfhile we rejoice in our separate identity, we know that our particular 
character is a gift from God, and is to be used for the benefit of all. 
This leads us to recognise that all times and in every way, we depend on 
God, our Father, Creator and Saviour. 
As this country and its people grow economically, and in the possession 
of material things, the church will face its biggest problem of placing 
Jesus and his plan as top priority. All of these things and others too 
are challenges which lie before us now. But we are not afraid, because 
we know with Saint Paul, that God who has begun this good work will 
complete ito••"We could well say to one another, using the words of 
St Paul, ' This is my prayer for you, that you love one • not.her and that 

your·l"o¥e mi.ght grow richer ·in knowlerlge and ·insight of eve ry kind • • • •• 11 

Anglican Consultative Council. Trinidad 

During the A.c.c. meeting in Trinidad held during March and April this 
year one of the subjects discussed was Anglican/Roman Catholic relations . 
"This meeting of the Council has taken place exactly ten years after the 
historic meeting in Rome of Pope Paul VI with the then Archbishop d 
Canterbury, the Most Reverend Michael Ramsey." Some agreements have been 
reached at Theological level, but it is not until they have been accepted 
at every level and in every region that they will become established. 

"Neither ngreement among Theologians nor encouragement by Church Leaders 
will be fully effective unless the people and the Clergy of both churches 
come to a deeper knowledge of one another through meeting and working 
together as much as possible". "We are aware that questions like the 
Ordination of Women and Marriage Discipline, now under ~onsideration within 
our Communion, are likely to raise difficulties, yet we believe that in a 
situation of growing understanding of the truth, and of deepening trust 
for one another, they will not be too difficult to overcome. 

Because of the growing cooperation between the two churches there is cause 
for thanksgiving, but this is not enough; We now wait for the time when 
the documents on Eucharist, Ministry and Authority are brought together in 
a doctrinal agreement approved by our Churches, All this is necessary 
within a true commitment to the search for unity. 

Hie Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury wrote to Pope Paul VI about the 
growing feeling among Anglicans, that there was no real objections to the 
Ordination of Women to the Priesthood. His Holiness replied in a friendly 
but frank letter tnat this would cause serious difficulties to the 
talks, Pope Paul also added, "Obstacles do not destroy mutual commitment 
to a search for reconciliation". 

A small informal group of Anglicans and Roman Catholics met at the Vatican 
to exchange views and discuss common concerns. The main subject under 
discussion was the question of the ordination of women, and the following 
observation and two recommendations were made, 

"We see no ground for supposing that the ordination of women by 
Anglicans need prejudice the efforts of our two communions to find 
organic union with one another. 

Given the member churches of the Anglican Communion are almost 
certain to ordain women priests in the next few years, we recommend 
a consultation between Anglicans and Roman Catholics - not to 
discuss whether or not it is right to ordain women, but to try to 
find to what extent and in what ways churches with women priests 
and churches without can be reconciled in sacramental fellowship. 

We are, however, aware of the difficulty that this issue may pose 
for the Orthodox Church, and we also recommend that the ordination 
of women be considered by the Anglican/Orthodox Commission . " 

''I 
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MELANESIAN BROTHERHOOD :from Head Brother Rob~rt Wobur 

St. Simon and St Jude's day was celebrated at Tabalia on Sunday October 
.31st. During the week before, Fr. John Ashwin, .the Chaplain to the Brother­
hood conducted a retreat for the Novices w!i.o were to be admitted a.s .. -
Brothers other Brothers and Novices also joinorl the retreo.t. On the day 
before, Companions from Honiara, Va turang.a school and students-. from 
Kohirnarama all helped in the preparations. 

Bishop Leonard was invited to attend tho cele~rations and to Officiate at 
the Admission of the New Brothers, nnd nt the Releasing. He was also the 
Chief Celebrant. The Ven. H. Reynolds was the Guest and preached · his 
last wonderful Sermon during the service, as he will soon be leaving us 
after his long and faithful service in Melanesia. 
During the singing of the :::rmn, "Take my life and let it be" The Bish.op, 
Clergy, Novices .to be admitted and the Bro.thers to be released processed 
from the Vestry to the open square Chapel for the admissions and releastng!! .. 
13 New Brothers were admitted and two released from their promise~. 
Brother Allen Daniel Boru;· 1 was released after 10 years and 7 months. 
He was one of the first Brothers to be sent to Fiji in 1968 and started 
the Household at Nabatolu, while there he spoke in both Hindi and Fijian 
languages. In 1970 he was elected Headbrother~ and did much travelling 
during· his time of Office. In 197~ he went to Seoul in South Korea with 
Bishop Leonard to an International Conference organised by the Campus 
Crusade for Christ and called, "Explo 1 '/~ 11 where they 'IJerc giving training 
in Evangelism. In 1975 he went to New Zealand on deputation work for · the 
Church of Melanesia. He resigned lcist year from the Office of Head Erother 
at the Brotherhood Great Conference, nnd is now Head of the Department 
of .Evangelism. As a Brother he contributed.a 1ot to the Broth~rhood, the 
only word I can say is "Thank yo.u. 11 

After the service breakfast was served in three places, at Kohimarama, and 
two at Tabalia. Afterwards there was football and netball, followed by a 
feast at 12 r.oon. The afternoon was spent in custom danc~ng. 

Novices admitted at Tabalia 

Nov. L\lke Koni 
Nov. Andrew Letade 
Nov. Allen Fano 
Nov. John Asie 
Nov. Timi Joel 
Nov. John Sini 
Nov. William Piru 
Nov. Pereciol Pule 
Nov • . Clement ·Copi 
Nov .. Peter Tapa Amai 
Nov. Georg-e Henry Kaboti 
Nov. Serious Paulus 
Nov. Sandas Bok 

Brothers released 

Brother Allen Daniel 
Brother Simon Tauto 

LuesaJ.eba Househol.d 

Siko ; ' 

' .. 

'· Novices admitted at Pomete 

Nov. Athao.nnosius Sagahambo 
Nov. Simon Sel 
Nov. James Alesi 
No•r. Simon Aio.na 
Nov. Patteson Kuruvi 
Nov. Aaelm Ameni 
Nov. Walter Urian 
Nov. Thomas Takopo 
Nov. Aslm kbesole 
Nov. Thomas Tokele 

Brothers released 

Brother Wenceslo.s Papua 
Brother Mutthew Makam 
Drother Benjamin lave 
Brother Jerome Ajenatabe 

Br. Manasseh Alaki and Sr. Eric Gnokro have ~ecently ~P.turned to the . ' Lucealoba Household after four . months 0rk at Taumako, .in the Duff Islands . 
While they were there they helped the people with Bible Study, took Sunday 
School, did revival work and started M.C.Y.M. When the Brothers arrived 
at the Du:ffs they were met by an old lady called Dora Leimana who tlied 
while they were there, she was buried on September 19th. It is felt 
that two more Brothers should go there again next year. 

~· 
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Melanesian Brothers in Carpentaria 

Note from Fr. Brian. 

In Brother Ellison Vahi's article in the October issue of the Provincial 
Newsletter he wrote "The Torres Strait Isla nders were originally from 
many different islands in the Pacific, who were brought to Queensland a 
long time ago in the sugar plantations." This ma y confuse some people, 
as it suggests that all the people in the Torres Straits were brought 
from other islands in the Pacific. Of course, the original inhabitants 
have been there for thousands of years, but they have been joined by 
others at different times who came to live and work there . 

Mavis Salt: An appreciation by John Henry Wotlimaro 

Mavis ~alt, a well know lady to many New Hebridian men and women, left 
the New Hebrides on November 9th . Mavis has been serving the Church of 
Melanesia in the New Hebrides for twenty two years . After a year teaching 
in the Solomons at Alangaula school on Ugi Island, Mavis came to the 
New Hebrides in 1955 and was for several years head Mistress of Torgil 
girl ' s school. While at Torgil she started the Girl Guides, and helped 
with church sewing, and trained many young girls and boys as school 
teachers. She was three years acting Education Secretary, and was then 
later appointed to be head of the Torgil Conference Centre, and gave short 
courses of sewing and household crafts to the girls. 

For most of the last twenty two years she has been based at Torgil . We 
thank God for calling her to help in the growth of the Church of Melanesia, 
we wish to send her our congratulations for her wonderful work and 
example that she showed to us during her time with us. God Bless Mavis 
Salt and her home, and when she goes she will take with her our love and 
prayers. 

Fr. Stephen Brooker 

Perhaps some of you remember Fr. Stephen Brooker, he visited the Solomons 
last year with his wife. He tells me that they have had a very busy time 
since they were here, as he has now changed his job , he is now the 
General Secretary to the New Zealand Anglican Don rd of Miosions and so has 
had to move to Wellington, they have also had an addition to their family, 
he has been rushing round the countryside for the Melanesian Mission and 
the Board , and at the same time broke his leg . 

Your prayers are asked for Fr. Stephen Brooker in his new job and all 
the work he is doing for Melanesia. 

Unity Talks 

A third round of unity talke between the Church of Melanesia and the 
United Church will take place at Maralun on the Russell Islands from 
December 8 - 10th. Please pray that this might lead to further cooperation 
between the two churches. 

S,elwyn College 

JO Students are sitting for the Cambridge School Certificate this term, 
we hope they will do well . The school closes for their holidays on 
December 5th. 

1he Great News . The Netball Team have again won the Honiara knock out 
competition this year. 
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WHAT, WHEN, WHERE? 

A very interesting conference was held at Tasia Training Centre on Ysabel 
during the month of October. Village Chiefs, Catechists and Laymen attended 
from all over Ysabel. The Conference began with a retreat taken by 
Archdeacon Harry Reynolds and he took the Lord's Prayer as his subject. 
The Speakers for the Conference were the Bishop of Ysabel, Bishop Dudley, 
Brother Daniel SoS.F., and members of Tasia Training Centre, and the 
subjects discussed wero 

1) The Purpose of Development 
2) Mans participation in God's Mission 
J) Christian Stewardship 
4:) Family Life 
5) Culture 
6) Bible Study 

Many of the people attending the conference had never attended one before, 
they foudd it most interesting and asked for further conferences to be 
held. Before Archdeacon Reynolds returned to Malaita they gave him a 
farewall feast as he would not be returning to the island again before he 
retires in the New· Year. 

During the conference , Deacon Thomas Basako was·•ordained Priest by Bishop 
Dudley who was assisted by 1J clergy wh6. were pre.sent at the conference . 
After the Ordination the Eucharist was celebrated. 

Recently Clement Savaka and Fr. Lonsdale Usumae of the Department of 
Evangelism held a course of Stewardship at Matulaun Village on the Russell 
Island. Tho object of the course was to make people understand that God 
made everything and that they have to lQok ~fter God's gifts, they also 
spoke on, 

1. God, people and time 
2. Church, people and money 
J. Working together as one community 

On November Jrd, Dean Fraser Kapu prosented Fred Mahuike of the Solomon 
Islands Training College with his certificate for successfully completing 
the Church of Melanesia Bible Correspondence course on St. John's Gospel . 

On November 6th , the Staff, Students and many people from around Vaturanga 
School celebrated the feast of All Saints. The day began with Sung 
Eucharist which was celebrated by Fr. John Pituvaka, Senior Priest of 
Central Guadalcanal Regiont and Fr. William Tarai, Principal of Maravovo 
Training Centre. There were about 200 people at the service and this 
was followed by a feast, dancing and soccer matches. The children did 
a play on the parable of the Ten Virgins; The theme was, "We are to be 
watchful and be ready in our Christian Witness" The Choir sang hymns 
and there was singing and dancing with guitars until mid-night. 

A crowd celebrated the Saints of Melanesia on November 7th at the Airahu 
Training Centre. Bishop Leonard celebrated at the Eucharist and confirmed 
6 candidates, Fr. Harry Reynolds preached. There was a wonderful feast 
at which speeches were made by Bishop Leonard, Fr. Samuel Misitant and 
Fr. Reynolds. The centre presented Fr. Harry with some custom presents. 

About 150 people attended a course at Bunana for leaders and Branch 
Secretaries. The course opened on Monday November 8th with Holy Eucharist 
celebrated by Canon Butterss. Each morning Fr. Kiva took Bible Study, 
Mrs Williams spoke on ways of running a branch and programme planning. 
Miss Wright spoke on the work of the Mothers Union, Miss Sarah Osiabu 
taught sewing and handicraft, Miss Lily Tetehu took bookkeeping. Sister 
Helen Jane arranged and took the Retreat. On St. Hilda's day, the Dean 
of the Cathedral, Fraser Kapu celebrated the Eucharist and preached and 
Mrs Palmer talked of her visit to England and answered questions. This 
was followed by a feast, dancing and netball. 
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Martha Kili, daughter of Mr. George Kili was received as a Novice in the 
Community of the Sisters of the Church on Saturday JOth. After the 
service which was conducted by the Dean, Fr. Fraser Kapu, there was dancing 
and a feast . 

The Provincial Secretary is making a register of all Marri age Certificates . 
If you have any in your church, please send them into Provincial Head 
Quarters . 

P. B. C. S. 

(PROVINCIAL BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL) 

1. Do you understand well the Word of GOD? 

2 . Can you answer your children's questions about God with confidence? 

J. Are you experiencing the Living Truth of the Word of God in your li.1'e? 

If some of your answers are NO, you can apply to the Department of 
Evangelism and Community Edu~tion and be enrolled as a student of 
our Bible Correspondence School. 

We can help you to know your Bible better. 
So don't wait, contact us at phone 898 or write to:-

Church of Melanesia, 
Provincial Department of Evangelism and Community 
Education , 
P.O. Box 180, 
HONIARA. 


