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W A m

^ater helps maintain 

Hawaii s productive beauty

By definition, a watershed is an area from 
which water running off the land drains into 
a common stream system. But to the U.S. 
Dept, of Agriculture's Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS) and others who seek answers 
to watershed problems, a watershed is more 
than a piece of land. It includes people, 
homes, businesses, recreation areas, water 
supplies and other surrounding water and 
land resources.

It's obvious that water may be friend or 
enemy. Hawaii's gentle showers produce 
drinking water, help grow food and provide 
water for recreation. But the state's heavy 
rainstorms also gully land, ruin crops,pollute

water and damage homes and other prop­
erty. Flood waters also take lives.

Small watersheds in Hawaii are being im­
proved under the Watershed Protection and 
Flood Prevention Act (Public Law 566). Pro­
jects are sponsored by local soil and water 
conservation districts, and by state and 
county agencies. Public Law 566 is adminis­
tered by the Soil Conservation Service in co­
operation with other agencies.

A  recent study, called the Conservation 
Needs Inventory, lists 95 watersheds cover­
ing just over four million acres in Hawaii. Of 
these, 88 were judged in need of project ac­
tion of some type, and 28 were felt to be the

type which would qualify for help under 
Public Law 566.

A  watershed project which is approved 
for Public Law 566 action is authorized fed­
eral funds for engineering work, varying per­
centages of construction work and other 
work connected with the project. Land 
treatment measures applied by farmers and 
ranchers are an important part of a water­
shed project.

For more information about how small 
watershed projects can help your commu­
nity, contact the local soil and water con­
servation district office or Soil Conservation 
Service office.



The S t a t e ’s First Watershed Project
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The success of Hawaii's first small water­

shed project is a favorable example for the 
10 other projects in various stages through­
out the state.

Moving toward completion called for a 
number of important steps, including: West 
Oahu Soil and Water Conservation District 
and city and county leaders (top left) sign 
the project agreement; Soil Conservation 
Service employees (left) are called on to ex­
plain technical aspects at public meetings; 
construction (top right) work begins; and 
when structures are finished (right) and land 
treatment measures applied, the community 
reaps the benefits of a flood problem solved.
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Unchecked floodivaters bring 
destruction to urban and rural 
areas (a t le ft). Small water­
shed pro ject work ran end 
this threat (above).
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WATERSHED PROTECTION AND FLOOD PREVENTION
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P R O J E C T  & ST ATUS 
As  o f  S e pt e mb e r  1 9 7 0 ACRES COUNTY

E S T I M A T E D  P R O J E C T  COST, ( $ )  
F E D E R A L  L OC AL  T O T A L

CONSTRUCTI ON WORK COMPL ETED 
OR UNDER CONTRACT ( $ )  
F E D E R A L  L O C A L  T O T A L

COMPL E T E D

Puukapu
N a a l e h u

9 , 9 7 0
2 , 6 2 0

Hawai i 
Hawai i

3 7 7 , 2 5 5
3 1 2 , 1 7 0

3 6 , 0 5 0
5 7 , 6 0 0

4 1 3 , 3 0 5
3 6 9 , 7 7 0

I N O P E R A T I O N S

■
Waianae Nui 
Waianae I k i  
Kona

1 9 , 1 1 0  
1 1 , 6 5 0  

2 3 4 , 8 0 0

H o n o l u l u  
H o n o l u l u  
Hawai i

4 , 7 4 0 , 7 0 0
1 , 9 7 1 , 3 0 0

6 5 1 , 7 9 0

2 , 7 2 5 , 4 4 0  
4 6 1 , 0 0 0  

1 , 5 0 2 , 2 1 0

7 , 4 6 6 , 1 4 0
2 , 4 3 2 , 3 0 0
2 , 1 5 4 , 0 0 0

3 , 3 7 9 , 8 4 0
9 3 3 , 0 6 0
1 7 2 , 6 0 0

1 , 7 2 2 , 1 2 0
3 7 1 , 4 7 0

1 1 , 0 6 0

5 , 1 0 1 , 9 6 0  
1 , 3 0 4 , 5 3 0  

1 8 3 , 6 6 0

I N P L A N N I N G

K a ha lu u 
H o n o l u a
W a i l u k u - A l e n a i o

4 , 4 2 0
2 4 , 8 0 0

1 8 6 , 0 0 0

H o n o l u l u  
Maui 
Hawai i

4 , 8 1 1 , 5 0 0
2 , 7 9 3 , 7 6 0

3 , 0 8 4 , 9 6 0  
1 , 0 2 7 , 8 9 0

7 , 8 9 6 , 4 6 0
3 , 8 2 1 , 6 5 0

A P P L I C A T I O N  R E C E I V E D

H o n o u l i u l i  
Waiawa

7 , 8 7 0
1 6 , 9 7 0

H o n o l u l u  
H o n o l u l u

. L .  566 PROJECTS: Local People Start Th e m ...Lo ca l People Make Them 6o


