MAGR
GOVU
A 57.2:H 31/6

SMMT

WATERSHED
PROJECTS

IN  HAWAII

15 1912

Li

U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICUITURE
SOIL CONSERVATIDO SERVICE

1971



~ater helps maintain

Hawaii s productive beauty

By definition, a watershed is an area from
which water running off the land drains into
a common stream system. But to the U.S.
Dept, of Agriculture's Soil Conservation
Service (SCS) and others who seek answers
to watershed problems, a watershed is more
than a piece of land. It includes people,
homes, businesses, recreation areas, water
supplies and other surrounding water and
land resources.

It's obvious that water may be friend or
enemy. Hawaii's gentle showers produce
drinking water, help grow food and provide
water for recreation. But the state's heavy
rainstorms also gully land, ruin crops,pollute

water and damage homes and other prop-
erty. Flood waters also take lives.

Small watersheds in Hawaii are being im-
proved under the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Act (Public Law 566). Pro-
jects are sponsored by local soil and water
conservation districts, and by state and
county agencies. Public Law 566 is adminis-
tered by the Soil Conservation Service in co-
operation with other agencies.

A recent study, called the Conservation
Needs Inventory, lists 95 watersheds cover-
ing just over four million acres in Hawaii. Of
these, 88 were judged in need of project ac-
tion of some type, and 28 were felt to be the

type which would qualify for help under
Public Law 566.

A watershed project which is approved
for Public Law 566 action is authorized fed-
eral funds for engineering work, varying per-
centages of construction work and other
work connected with the project. Land
treatment measures applied by farmers and
ranchers are an important part of a water-
shed project.

For more information about how small
watershed projects can help your commu-
nity, contact the local soil and water con-
servation district office or Soil Conservation
Service office.



The State’s First Watershed Project
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The success of Hawaii's first small water-
shed project is a favorable example for the
10 other projects in various stages through-
out the state.

Moving toward completion called for a
number of important steps, including: West
Oahu Soil and Water Conservation District
and city and county leaders (top left) sign
the project agreement; Soil Conservation
Service employees (left) are called on to ex-
plain technical aspects at public meetings;
construction (top right) work begins; and
when structures are finished (right) and land
treatment measures applied, the community
reaps the benefits of a flood problem solved.
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Unchecked floodivaters bring
destruction to urban and rural
areas (at left). Small water-
shed project work ran end
this threat (above).
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WATERSHED PROTECTION AND FLOOD
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SCALE 1:1,000,000

Note: Distanae between islands not to scale.

PROJECT & STATUS

As of September 1970 ACRES COUNTY
COMPLETED

Puukapu 9,970 Hawai i
Naalehu 2,620 Hawai i
IN OPERATIONS

Waianae Nui 19,110 Honolulu
Waianae IKki 11,650 Honolulu
Kona 234,800 Hawai i
IN PLANNING

Kahaluu 4,420 Honolulu
Honolua 24,800 Maui

Wailuku-Alenaio 186,000 Hawai i

APPLICATION RECEIVED

Honolulu
Honolulu

Honouliuli 7,870
Waiawa 16,970

L. 566 PROJECTS: Local People

50 MILES

»watershedv:*kahaluu watershed

ESTIMATED PROJECT COST, ($)

FEDERAL

4,740,700
1,971,300
651,790

4,811,500
2,793,760

LOCAL

2,125,440
461,000
1,502,210

3,084,960
1,027,890

TOTAL

7,466,140
2,432,300
2,154,000

7,896,460
3,821,650

HONOLUA WATERSHED

KAHOOLAWE

CONSTRUCTION WORK COMPLETED
OR UNDER CONTRACT

FEDERAL

377,255
312,170

3,379,840
933,060
172,600

Start Them...Local

LOCAL

36,050
57,600

1,722,120
371,470
11,060

TOTAL

413,305
369,770

5,101,960
1,304,530
183,660

PREVENTION
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