
Thinking Beyond the Book
Circulating Non-traditional Items

Board Games

EreadersLaunchpads

Crochet Kits



“The only way you survive is you continuously 
transform into something else” — Ginni Rometty

“Without tradition, art is a flock of sheep without 
a shepherd. Without innovation, it is a corpse.” 

—Winston Churchill



Nook Profiles

• Adult General: Book club titles, popular 
“old” items (Song of Fire and Ice)

• Adult New: Bestsellers and popular titles
• Young Adult
• Juvenile
• Professional Reading









I think we’re onto something!

• 34 STEM kits have circulated 130 times in         
18 months!

• 20 Nooks have circulated 92 times in 1 year!
• 71 Board Games have circulated 806 times in 

the past 18 months!
• Marine Corps Base Hawaii’s most requested 

item is the GoPro



Okay, but what do you tell your 
leadership?

• We lessen the educational divide between 
the haves and have nots

• We have items that:
➢Encourage literacy
➢Supplement education
➢Support creation and maker skills



What do we have?

• Items that support literacy
➢Nooks (3 profiles)

• Items that support family recreation
➢Board games
➢Coloring books/ pencils





Items that Support STEM Education
• Launchpads
• STEM kits
• OSMO
• Snap circuits
• Graphing calculators
• Learning Resources STEM sets
• Codeapillar
• 3D Printer







Items that Support “Maker” Skills

• Origami kits

• Knitting and Crocheting Kits

• Cake decorating items

• Jewelry Making Kits

• GoPros





Logistics
• High dollar items have a borrower’s agreement
• All items have the same borrowing period
• Board games are “no fault” items
• Packaging is reinforced and simple instruction written 

and laminated
➢Tupperware is our best friend!

• Have a supply of spare parts and batteries
• Make sure staff are trained on how to use the items



Challenges
• Some items have a short circulation life (board 

games)
• Patrons are unwilling to use items they are not 

familiar with.
• Two GoPros have fallen into the ocean
• STEM kits need a lot of replacement parts
• Extra time is needed to check items in and 

place them back in circulation



So What’s Next…?
• Telescopes
• Tool kits
• Portable projectors
• Sewing machines
• Scrapbooking kits
• Musical instruments
• Laminator
• Portable Photo Printer 



meredith.healey@usmc-mccs.org

rebekah.m.scheffer@usmc-mccs.org



Handout available here:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4ULIiVStsep
am5weTVuNGVZNTQ

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4ULIiVStsepam5weTVuNGVZNTQ

	Thinking Beyond the Book
	Slide Number 2
	Nook Profiles
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	I think we’re onto something!
	Okay, but what do you tell your leadership?
	What do we have?
	Slide Number 10
	Items that Support STEM Education
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Items that Support “Maker” Skills
	Slide Number 15
	Logistics
	Challenges
	So What’s Next…?
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

