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%?1L£ﬂ47 Senator Daniel Inouye

‘Q Remarks for Biogasification Facility Dedication
gt,*' Paia, Maui
1 August 18, 1994 ]

I would like to extend my warmest aloha to all of you attending
this dedication. I regret not being able to be with you on this
important day. However, the deliberations on important
legislative matters, including health care reform, prevent me
from participating in this ceremony.

The facility you are dedicating today is more than just the first
phase of another power plant or government high technology
research project. It is a symbol of the potential for energy
self-sufficiency, environmental sensitivity, preservation of the
agriculture industry, and technology transfer.

Hawaii is the most oil-import dependent state in the nation,
relying upon imported oil for 90 percent of our energy needs.
Lessening this dependency has been part of Hawaii's energy policy
since the early 1970's. The cultivation of renewable energy
systems is a means to accomplish this goal.

The processes employed at this facility will increase the
efficiency of bagass-based electrical production by more than 50%
at a cost savings of about 25%. When the next phase is
completed, Maui will be receiving about 5% of its electrical
power from this facility. Self-sufficiency, local agriculture
and Maui's environmental commitment will have been advanced.

I am pleased that HC&S Sugar Plantation and its parent company,
Alexander and Baldwin, have elected to participate in this
project. Their contribution of resources displays sound business
judgment, leadership and vision.

A number of major corporations have, or will soon make
significant investments in this technology in order to ensure
themselves an opportunity to participate in commercialization.

I also understand that a number of foreign governments and
utilities including Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand, have
expressed interest in applying this technology.

The Administration and the Congress have begun to address this
issue by promoting the concept of "sustainability." The
President's Council on Sustainable Development has defined the
concept as:

a program maintaining economic growth while producing the
absolute minimum of pollution, repairing the environmental
damage of the past, using far fewer non-renewable resources,
producing much less waste, and extending the opportunity to
live in a pleasant and healthy environment to the whole
population. .



This project meets each of these criteria in an exemplary way.

It is environmentally benign, based upon renewable resources, a
potential economic engine for the community, and an export
product for the nation. I am pleased and proud that we in Hawaii
have taken the initiative to demonstrate not only this particular
technology, but our commitment to this concept. Pacific
International Center for Higher Technology Research (PICHTR) and
the Hawaii Natural Energy Institute of the University of Hawaii

are to be commended for their leadership in bringing this project
to Hawaii.

I would like to congratulate those involved in this project for
bringing it to fruition.



MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR DATE: 8/9/94
FROM: Keith
RE: BIOGASIFICATION FACILITY DEDICATION

Due to the delay caused by the consideration of health care reform, you
will not be participating in the Biogasification Facility Dedication on Paia,
Maui on August 18th. The group organizing the dedication, Pacific
International Center for High Technology Research (PICHTR), thanks you for
your personal phone call apologizing for not being able to make it.

However, since you will not be attending, the Department of Energy
Assistant Secretary for Renewables (or her representative) also declined
participation. Invitations have been sent out -- thus rescheduling is not viable.
The Governor and/or Lt. Governor are not going to be able to attend.

Brian Nakamura (PICHTR) hoped that you would phone the Assistant
Secretary (Christine Ervin) and personally request that she or a designate give
the keynote speech. Another option is to have State Senator, Matt Matsunaga
(Chairman Science, Technology and Economic Development) present your
remarks on your behalf. Brian indicated that Senator Matsunaga's office is
amenable to this idea. Another option is to have Jennifer or General Lum
present your remarks. Finally, you could forward your remarks to be read
by the President of PICHTR.

OPTIONS:

Personal phone call to Assistant Secretary Ervin
State Senatopresent remarks on your behalf
A oR , _
r General Lum give speech as your representative

Forward remarks to PICHTR President for presentation



