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"A DAILY OBLIGATION"
ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA 

UNITED STATES SENATOR
AT THE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE OF THE MAUI VETERANS COUNCIL 

Makawao Veterans Cemetery
Makawao, Maui 

Monday, May 30, 1988

Thank you, Mr. (Bill) Staton, for your kind introduction. 

Reverend clergy, Mayor Tavares, Chairman Steve Maenaka, members 

of the Maui Veterans Council, ladies and gentlemen, my dear 

friends all: ALOHA!

All events, including the one we observe here today, are 

FRAMED BY TIME AND PLACE- TODAY'S EVENT IN THIS BEAUTIFUL 

SETTING HERE AT MAKAWAO, WOULD HAVE US RECALL OTHER TIMES AND 

OTHER PLACES — PAINFUL MEMORIES, BUT EVENTS THAT HAVE FORGED OUR 

LIVES•

One life is always one too many to sacrifice in war — and 

YET A THOUSAND LIVES HAVE OFTEN PROVED NOT ENOUGH. UNTIL THE DAY 

ARRIVES WHEN NATIONS AGREE TO SETTLE THEIR DIFFERENCES ONLY AT 

THE CONFERENCE TABLE AND NOT ON THE BATTLEFIELD, WARS WILL 

CONTINUE TO TAKE THEIR TOLL-

There was a time when warfare was considered an acceptable
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TOOL OF DIPLOMACY BETWEEN NATIONS- NOW IN A NUCLEAR AGE IT HAS 

BECOME HUMANKIND'S ULTIMATE TWO“EDGED SWORD- TODAY PEACE BETWEEN 

THE SUPER POWERS IS A MUST, IF WE ARE TO AVOID MUTUAL 

ANNIHILATION.

The peaceful resolution of conflict is a quest we must all 

PURSUE -- IN FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LIFE AND AMONG NATIONS — WITH 

THE GOAL OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ALWAYS IN VIEW- THE DUTY THAT THE 

DEAD IMPOSE UPON THE LIVING TO FULFILL THEIR LEGACY FOR OUR 

BELOVED COUNTRY IS AN OBLIGATION WE MUST CARRY DAILY UNTIL WE 

OURSELVES ARE CALLED.

As A TWICE-WOUNDED VETERAN OF THE TOOTH INFANTRY 

Rattalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team, who watched many of his 

COMRADES TO PRESERVE THE AMERICAN HERITAGE, I PERSONALLY FEEL 

STRONGLY OBLIGATED TO PURSUE THOSE IDEALS OF LIBERTY AND JUSTICE 

FOR WHICH THEY DIED. I CAN NEVER FORGET THE EXPERIENCE OF HAVING 

Private Hisashi Kawano die in my arms after he was mortally 

wounded. In his last final words on earth [etc.]

We MUST REMEMBER, TOO, THAT THOSE WHO FOUGHT ON FOREIGN

SOIL AND LIVED TO RETURN HOME ALSO HAVE A CLAIM UPON US TO HELP
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BIND THEIR WOUNDS AND HEAL THEIR SCARS AS BEST WE CAN- WHATEVER 

THE TIME, WHEREVER THE PLACE OF SERVICE, ALL AMERICAN VETERANS 

SHOULD STAND TALL IN THE EYES OF THEIR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN. In 

THIS REGARD, I MUST CONGRATULATE THE MAUI VETERANS BECAUSE THEY 

WERE THE FIRST TO CALL TO MY ATTENTION THE DISCRIMINATION AND 

UNFAIR TREATMENT WHICH VETERANS OF HAWAII WERE BEING SUBJECTED 

TO.

A CENTURY AGO, ONE OF THE GREATEST JURISTS OF OUR PRESENT 

CENTURY -- WHO HAD BEEN WOUNDED THREE TIMES IN AS MANY BATTLES OF 

our Civil War, addressed a Memorial Day observance much like this 

one in Keene, New Hampshire. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Captain 

and Brevet Colonel of the 20th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 

KNEW WELL THE PRICE OF FREEDOM, BOTH IN WARTIME VALOR AND IN 

DAILY PRACTICE. It WAS HE WHO RULED AS A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF FREE THOUGHT MUST BE UPHELD NOT SO MUCH 

"FOR THOSE WHO AGREE WITH us" BUT TO PROTECT "THE THOUGHT THAT WE 

hate." He had been asked why people observed Memorial Day and 

THIS SET HIM TO THINKING FOR AN ANSWER, WHICH HE GAVE AT KEENE-

He said: "Through our great good fortune, in our youth
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OUR HEARTS WERE TOUCHED WITH FIRE. It WAS GIVEN US TO LEARN AT 

THE OUTSET THAT LIFE IS A PROFOUND AND PASSIONATE THING- WHILE 

WE ARE PERMITTED TO SCORN NOTHING BUT INDIFFERENCE, AND DO NOT 

PRETEND TO UNDERVALUE THE WORLDLY REWARDS OF AMBITION, WE HAVE 

SEEN WITH OUR OWN EYES, BEYOND AND ABOVE THE GOLD FIELDS, THE 

SNOWY HEIGHTS OF HONOR, AND IT IS FOR US TO BEAR THE REPORT TO 

THOSE WHO COME AFTER US---"

And so here this morning upon these verdant heights where 

VALOR LIES AT REST, IT IS FOR US WHO IN OUR OWN YOUTH HAVE FELT 

THE FLAMES OF WAR TO BEAR THE REPORT TO THOSE WHO COME AFTER US- 

It is for us the living to be dedicated to the unfinished work of

PEACE.
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TOOL O'F DIPLOMACY BETWEEN NATIONS. Now IN A NUCLEAR AGE IT HAS 

BECOME HUMANKIND'S ULTIMATE TWO“EDGED SWORD- TODAY PEACE BETWEEN 

THE SUPER POWERS IS A MUST, IF WE ARE TO AVOID MUTUAL 

ANNIHILATION.

The peaceful resolution of conflict is a quest we must all 

PURSUE — IN FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LIFE AND AMONG NATIONS — WITH 

THE GOAL OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ALWAYS IN VIEW. THE DUTY THAT THE 

DEAD IMPOSE UPON THE LIVING TO FULFILL THEIR LEGACY FOR OUR 

BELOVED COUNTRY IS AN OBLIGATION WE MUST CARRY DAILY UNTIL WE 

OURSELVES ARE CALLED-

As A TWICE-WOUNDED VETERAN OF THE IOOtH INFANTRY 

Battalion/A42nd Regimental Combat Team, who watched many of his 

COMRADES TO PRESERVE THE AMERICAN HERITAGE, I PERSONALLY FEEL 

STRONGLY OBLIGATED TO PURSUE THOSE IDEALS OF LIBERTY AND JUSTICE 

FOR WHICH THEY DIED- I CAN NEVER FORGET THE EXPERIENCE OF HAVING 

Private Hisashi Kawano die in my arms after he was mortally 

wounded- In his last final words on earth [etc-]

We must remember, too, that those who fought on foreign

SOIL AND LIVED TO RETURN HOME ALSO HAVE A CLAIM UPON US TO HELP
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BIND THEIR WOUNDS AND HEAL THEIR SCARS AS BEST WE CAN. WHATEVER 

THE TIME, WHEREVER THE PLACE OF SERVICE, ALL AMERICAN VETERANS 

SHOULD STAND TALL IN THE EYES OF THEIR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN. In 

THIS REGARD, I MUST CONGRATULATE THE MAUI VETERANS BECAUSE THEY 

WERE THE FIRST TO CALL TO MY ATTENTION THE DISCRIMINATION AND 

UNFAIR TREATMENT WHICH VETERANS OF HAWAII WERE BEING SUBJECTED 

TO.

A CENTURY AGO, ONE OF THE GREATEST JURISTS OF OUR PRESENT 

CENTURY -- WHO HAD BEEN WOUNDED THREE TIMES IN AS MANY BATTLES OF 

our Civil War, addressed a Memorial Day observance much like this 

one in Keene, New Hampshire. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Captain 

and Brevet Colonel of the 20th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 

KNEW WELL THE PRICE OF FREEDOM, BOTH IN WARTIME VALOR AND IN 

DAILY PRACTICE. It WAS HE WHO RULED AS A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF FREE THOUGHT MUST BE UPHELD NOT SO MUCH 

"FOR THOSE WHO AGREE WITH US" BUT TO PROTECT "THE THOUGHT THAT WE 

HATE." HE HAD BEEN ASKED WHY PEOPLE OBSERVED MEMORIAL DAY AND 

THIS SET HIM TO THINKING FOR AN ANSWER, WHICH HE GAVE AT KEENE.

He said: "Through our great good fortune, in our youth



OUR HEARTS WERE TOUCHED WITH FIRE. It WAS GIVEN US TO LEARN AT 

THE OUTSET THAT LIFE IS A PROFOUND AND PASSIONATE THING. WHILE 

WE ARE PERMITTED TO SCORN NOTHING BUT INDIFFERENCE, AND DO NOT 

PRETEND TO UNDERVALUE THE WORLDLY REWARDS OF AMBITION, WE HAVE 

SEEN WITH OUR OWN EYES, BEYOND AND ABOVE THE GOLD FIELDS, THE 

SNOWY HEIGHTS OF HONOR, AND IT IS FOR US TO BEAR THE REPORT TO 

THOSE WHO COME AFTER US..."

And so here this morning upon these verdant heights where 

VALOR LIES AT REST, IT IS FOR US WHO IN OUR OWN YOUTH HAVE FELT 

THE FLAMES OF WAR TO BEAR THE REPORT TO THOSE WHO COME AFTER US- 

It is for us the living to be dedicated to the unfinished work of

PEACE.
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ONE OF THE GREATEST JURISTS OF OUR PRESENT

CENTURY "- WHO HAD BEEN TS-RWE WOUNDED. IN AS MANY BATTLES OF OUR

Civil War, addressed a Memorial Day observance much like this one
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in Keene, New Hampshire. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Captain and 

Brevet Colonel of the 20th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, knew 

WELL THE PRICE OF FREEDOM, BOTH IN WARTIME VALOR AND IN DAILY 

practice. It was he who ruled as a Supreme Court Justice that 

THE PRINCIPAL OF FREE THOUGHT MUST BE UPHELD NOT SO MUCH "FOR 

THOSE WHO AGREE WITH US" BUT TO PROTECT "THE THOUGHT THAT WE 

HATE." He HAD BEEN ASKED WHY PEOPLE OBSERVED MEMORIAL DAY AND 

THIS SET HIM TO THINKING FOR AN ANSWER, WHICH HE GAVE AT KEENE.

He said: "Through our great good fortune, in our youth 

OUR HEARTS WERE TOUCHED WITH FIRE. It WAS GIVEN US TO LEARN AT 

THE OUTSET THAT LIFE IS A PROFOUND AND PASSIONATE THING. WHILE 

WE ARE PERMITTED TO SCORN NOTHING BUT INDIFFERENCE, AND DO NOT 

PRETEND TO UNDERVALUE THE WORLDLY REWARDS OF AMBITION, WE HAVE 

SEEN WITH OUR OWN EYES, BEYOND AND ABOVE THE GOLD FIELDS, THE 

SNOWY HEIGHTS OF HONOR, AND IT IS FOR US TO BEAR THE REPORT TO 

THOSE WHO COME AFTER US..."

And so here this morning upon these verdant heights where

VALOR LIES AT REST, IT IS FOR US WHO IN OUR OWN YOUTH HAVE FELT

THE FLAMES OF WAR;TO BEAR THE REPORT TO THOSE WHO COME AFTER US.




