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liR. OUCK LEY : We're in Manila , s tand ing in front of a historic buildi11g . It 
is the palace that ,ias occupied by the Spanish viceroys , subseq uently by t he 
governors-general representing t he United Sta tes including Wil liam H01·1ard Taft 
and .Douglas ilcArthur. Du ring the war a Phi lippine president occupied it suo­
ject to t he Japanese admi nistration . It is nori the home of the president of 
the Phil ippines , Ferdinand llarcos , 111 th 11hom 11e' 11 spend the next hour. 

llR. OUCKLEY : Ferdinand Edra lin llarcos i s t he presiden t of the Pi1ilippi nes , 
elected t o that office in 1965, reelected in 1969 , and--so t o speak--ins titu­
tionalized i n ~011er by a series of military, political, and juridical acts 
that foll011ed t he promu lgation of mart ial la11 on September 22, 1972 . Although 
i n recent weeks President Marcos has sai d that t here wil 1 be free elec tions or 
a referendum perhaps a year from now, there is no surviving constitutional 
mccha ni sm tha t requires him to call them. The existi ng situation--his ph rase-­
is called constitut ional au t hor ita rian ism. 

Ferdina nd Marcos 11as born in 1917 and by the time t he Japanese invaded the 
Phi l ippines after Pea rl Har bor he had acquired a reputation as a bri lliant 
young lawyer, first in i1is class at the university, fluent in several languages . 
Du ring the Occupation he d is tinguished hi mself by successive acts of ingenuity 
and he roism that brought hi m more decora t ions t han any other Filipino, i nclud­
ing t,io Silver Stars from the U. S. Army and a recommendation for the Congres­
s ional lledal of Hono r . He survi ved the Bataan Death tla rch, escaped a Japanese 
death camp , he l ped organize the Res istance , and ended t he 1·1ar as a col onel in 
the Ph i 1 i ppine Aney. He turned to po 1 Hies and ,ias e 1 ected to t i1e House of 
Representatives and subseq uen tly to the Senate. In 1954, he marri ed his famous 
wife, the former Imelda Romualdez , who i s nor, governor of Greater Manila and--
i n the description of Foreign Secretary Carlos Romulo--de facto vi ce president 
of the Ph i1 i ppi nes. He acceded to the presidency 11hen he de feated the incumbent 
Di osdado llacapagal by a heavy margin. In his foreign policy President 1-larcos 
has recently sought to s tress the Asiatic connection of the Ph il ippi nes re­
sulting, some say, in a deta chment from the tradit i onal closeness wi t :, t i1e 
United States, t he strategi c consequences of 11hich are imponderab le, t1hich 
l eads me to suggest that we should ponder them. 

I should like to begi n by asking President ilarcos 11he t her it is his 
opinion t hat t he failure of t he United States to secure t he independence of 
South Vietnam i s large ly responsib le for the readjustment of your foreign 
pol icy? 
PRESIOEIIT MARCOS: !lo. Actually the foreign policy of the Phi l ippi nes is 
dictated by many factors , one of which is the fac t t ~at the Phi l ippi nes ha s 
been identified before the 11ar as a colony of the United Sta tes . It passed 
through a conmonwealth peri od. And having gone through 400 yea r s of Spanish 
subj uga tion and conques t and anoti1er 50 year s of Ame rican occupation , the 
Philippines had someh011 los t its original and indigenous culture. It became 
necessary for t he Philippines , t he refore, i n order to reestablish its iden tity 
and for t he Filipinos--especially the Filip ino wh o 11as educa ted in Weste rn 
ways--to retrace hi s roots, and retracing his roots, of course, he discovered 
tha t he >ias Asian. More t han anything el se, t he alluvium of Western culture 
was the re, and so the Philippines became some kind of a me lting po t of many 
cultures and many races . These varied inf101·1s of no t on ly cultures but also 
influences estab l ished the basis for much of wha t th e Phi l ippines is do i ng 
now. 
MR. BUCKLEY: We ll, is there any sens e in which the apparent re treat of the 
Uni ted States after t he fiasco in Vietnam catalyzed wh at you are speaking about? 
Is there any sense in which it served as a cultural reminder t hat your natural 
affiliations lay to the West rathe r t han to the East? 



PRESIDEIIT MARCOS : Well, yes and no. Security is another thing. The w1th­
drallal of the United States from not only Vietnam but also Thailand and now 
th ithdraua l of ground troops in Korea, plus the repeated announcements to u,: ~ffect t hat the United States might be compel led to withdraw from the 
Pacific, of course required a reas sessment of t he position of small countries 
like the Philippines . Rer.iember, the United States has a mutual defense pact, 
a military assis tance pact, and a mil 1 tary bases agreement with the Philippines. 
Th se agreements, of course , have been the basis for much of t he security 
de~isions made by the Phi l ippines in th~ pa~t several decades. If t he United 
States 11as revi ewing these agree~ent~ w1t11 1ts alli~s - -not only here in the 
Philippines, but also elsewhere in tne world-- then 1t was necessary for us to 
review our agreements. 
IIR. BUCKLEY : \!ell, no11 you mentioned t? a journalist early this year t~at to 
a considerable extent your future policies would depend on whether President 
Carter uas prepared to guarantee the security of _your homeland. You didn't go 
furtner t han to say j ust t hat, but a lot of Americans have been curious as to 
the exact meaning of wh at you intended to say t here. 
PRESIOEIIT MARCOS : tlo, actuall y 11hat I meant was would t he United States comply 
llith its obl igation under t he mutual defense pact in case 1·1e .iere attacked, 
and I do not refer to any specific country, of course. It '. s our . t heoret lea 1 
situations t1i1ich every leader must prepare for, and I realize, first of all, 
that there 11as conflict between t ne authority and po11er of t he president and 
your Congress--and the American Congress--and that t he American peop 1 e too 
had felt there 1·1as a need to constrict your 1 ines as it were and lessen your 
role as a po l iceman t hroughout the ''.orld .. Ti_1is , _of c?urse, raised the . 
possibility t ha t the Uni ted States in reviewing ,ts military agreements might 
be more interested i n, say, giving countries li ke t he Philippines an oppor­
tunity at self-re 1 i ance and i ncreasi ng its capability to defend i tse 1f instead 
of depending on t he Uni ted States. 
IIR . BUCKLEY : Tne Guam Doctrine, in effect. 
PRESIDENT IIARCOS : I have ah1ays felt that t his doctrine did not start with 
Guam. But that 's another matter. 
IIR. BUCKLEY: We ll, let me ask you t his, llr. President. Would it effect your 
reasoning or your project i ons if the United States were to abrogate its 
defense treaty 1·1ith Tai11an? 
PRES IDEIIT flARCOS : It probab ly 1·1ou 1 d. 
IIR. BUCKLEY : That is to say, 1f 1·1e 1·1ere to do that, it 1·1ould be one more 
suggestion to you that 1·1hat you speak of as this constraint of American po1·1er 
11as going one further step and t hat perhaps t he next day--tomorrow or day 
after tomorrow--it 11ould be t he turn of t he Philippines? 
PRESIDEIIT HARCOS : llo. Thi s would be a reflection of some modifications of 
t he basic policy in t he Western Pacifi c. Although I believe the American 
political leadershi p has repeatedly stated t :1 at it needed, say, to mai ntain 
its presence in the Western Pacific, I cannot speak for the United States. 
I don ' t kn011 11hat presence r,,cans. The American Congress and the presidency 
of t he Uni ted States would have to define wh at that presence is. However, 
we should be ready for any contingency and, as you have said, 1<ithdrawal from 
Taiwan 11ould be another manifestation of a lessening of presence of the United 
States, and there must be a corresponding effort on the part of small 
countries like the Philippines to fill up any gap, any hiatus, that would 
result . 
IIR. BUCKLEY: I am aware t hat you are engaged, even as we speak, in negotia­
tions involving Subic Bay and Clark Air Force Base. Were you disturbed by 
the two reports by 1,merican agencies recomme nding t he discontinuation of those 
fac11 Hies? 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS: I am not a,iare of any official recommendation to this 
effect . I did read some reports of some individual officers--

MR. BUCKLEY : Yes . 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS: --who felt that these bases in the Philippines are no longer 
necessary. lie ourselves have prepared for t he eventuali ty t hat t he United 
States would withdraw from such bases. If t he Uni ted States does, t hen 11e 
would have to take over, bu t as I have said, t he negotiations on the mi litary 
bases are premised on the statement of the United States that they need t hose 
bases not only for the protection of, say, the me tropolitan area of the 
Philippines under the mutual defense pact but as a part of a defense sci,eme 
for the entire region of Southeast Asia and of the world. llow if this is 
true, and I believe it is, then t he mi litary bases and their con tinuat ion 
1·1ould be a part of our contribut i on to 1·1orld peace and the peace of the regi on. 
IIR. BUCKLEY: You 11ere quoted in a story i n Ti.me magazine a few months ago as 
follm,s . It v,as a rather arrest ing quotation. Ti.me magazine wrote , "The 
contemporary world figure admired most by both llarcos and Imelda is China's 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung. Reason : Mao, as the president puts it, united '8(10 
million volatile and historically dis parate and separated people.' " I 
remember it was almost ten years ago that llarshall 1<Y was quoted as saying 
that the figure he admired most was Adolf lli tl er. lie intended by t hat a very 
narr011 construction. ltany Americans are cur ious 1<he t her your all eged admi ra­
tion for !tao Tse-tung is an admiration in any sense of his philosoptiy, of his 
techn i ques for staying in power, or is it purely a narrow construction of 
what he accomplished that commends him to you? 
PRESIDENT IIARCOS : Ah, t he latter. Actuall y China wil 1 ah1ays be a conce rn 
of any small country close to the ma inland, and every leader in Sout11east ils ia 
studies what happens in China. We all kno1·1 t ha t Chi na 11ill be t he center of 
almost every thing within a decade or t" o. Right noi< i t 's consolidating, and 
a leader does disservice to his people if he does no t kno11 wnat is happening 
in China . We--almost everybody--admires Chairman Mao Tse-tung for the 
accomplishment of what many Chinese leaders have failed at. This is t he 
unification of the Chinese people, a people divided, isolated , degraded , 
colonized, a peopl e that ,ias marked as a sleeping giant even by llapoleon, . 
but a people with potentialities and thi s is, of course, as I said , an admi­
ration that is 1 imited to the mere achievement of unification of that people. 
l tR. HUCKLEY : Well , Mr . President, I ,ias t wo days ago with Premier Chiany 
Ching-kuo. He maintains that he, too, for t he same reasons is greatly con­
cerned ,iith what ' s happening on the mainland, and he believes t here are more 
indices now of a disunification than there have been for years as >iitness ed 
the instibility of the question of t he success of Mao Tse-tung. He mai ntains, 
as do certain other observers, that the signs t ha t China is unified are very 
superficial. Have you allowed yourself to meditate on that alternative? 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS: Well, yes , actually. The firs t fe1·1 decades of unifica-
tion of any people ,illl ah1ays be t i cklish. Chi na is no exception. They 
would have problems, and there are critical moments in any nation's life. 
am certain they have passed through many. They may pass t hrough some more . 
I am not ready to judge exactly how correct t he assessm~nts of _Pre~iier Chi any 
Ching-kuo may be, but the way I look at it-- llhen I v1 s1 ted China in 1975 , 
the leadership seemed to be in control. 
MR. BUCKLEY : Yes, but most of those leaders are no1< ei t her executed or out 
of p01·1er or dead . 
PRESIDENT ltARCOS: Yes, but Teng Hsiao-p' ing is sti ll there. 
HR. BUCKLEY : That's right . This is hi s t hird resurrection. 
PRESIOEIIT flARCOS : I cannot say how deep t he symptoms arc th~t are re!erred 
to by Premier Chiany Ching-kuo, and I would rather not be a Judge of 1t. 
MR. BUCKLEY : Of course. Well, let me ask you t hen a ph1lo~ophical ques t i on. 
In my country we fought a very bloody war to prevent secession Just over a 
hundred years ago, and Abraham Lincoln, in a f amous letter to~ New York . 
·editor, said that he sought to preserve the Union above all things. ls 1t 



your judgment that any means are tol erable--including the repres sion used by 
Hao Tse-tung on such a vast sca le--to bring about the unification of a national 
abstraction? 
PRESIOEIH MARCOS: Yes and no. I myself am of the belief that authority mus t 
be utilized by government to obtain certain noble obJectives, bu t that autho­
rlty mus t be circumscribed. 
IIR. BUCKLEY: Mao's never was. 
PRESIOEIIT MARCOS: Pardon? 
rm. BUCKL EY : llao Tse-tung's never was circumscr ibed. 
PRESIDENT IIARCOS: Well, I seriously doubt if there was ever any effort to 
conscribe his p0\'1ers. 
JIR. BUCKLEY: But you admire him just the same? 
PRESJDEIIT MARCOS: llo. I admired the manner in 11hich--notwithstanding the fact 
that the Chinese people have never been used to a sing l e leadership- -they 
accept that single leadership. Yes, he may have used, of course, repression. 
I concede that. II0\'1ever, as I have said, the fact is he united these people. 
One of the thi ngs that I have always maintained is that repressi on is not 
necessarily a means to unity. Repression can backfire. Repress ion can cause 
rebellion, revolution. Repression , say, among the people li ke the Philippines-­
Filipinos--11ould result in i rm,ediate revolution. 
illL BUCKLEY: We 11 , but isn't it true, Mr. Pre sident, that the 20th century has 
shown us that the techniques of repression are so refined that, for instance 
a single dictator like Stalin could force a unity, h01·1ever synthetic, among ' 
the disparate peoples that lie 1·1ithin the borders of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics? Japan, through the exercise of maximum repression, 
governed your country for five years notw i thstanding the heroism of such people 
as yourself. 
PRESIOEIIT MARCOS : First of all, Stalin was not exactly too refined, and 
secondly, the Japanese--
llR. BUCKLEY: That's right . Yes, but he refined the techniques of repression. 
PRESIOEIIT IIARCOS : lie 11 , yes. 
IIR. BUCKLEY: By refinement I mean being prepared to kil 1 f i ve or ten mil 1 ion 
people if, .necessary. 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS : Well, he and some other leaders whom I know , but with 
respect to the Japanese, you remember that t here 1·1as an underground here 11hich 
i111110bil ized about 200 to 300 thousand of their men in the Philippines 1·1h ich 
probably prevented the occupancy of Australia. And we flatter ourselves in 
believing that thi s was our contribution in the underground after our regular 
forces surrendered in Bataan and Corregidor. 
r:R. BUCKLEY: It was a very real contribution like Tito's in Yugoslavia who 
held down a quarter of a million Gennans there. However, the question I'm 
asking you is isn't it one of the great questions of the 20th century whether 
one Is justified in using totalitarian means to effect a particular end as 
llao Tse-tung, whom you professedly admire, did in mainland China? 
PRESIOEIIT _IIARCOS : I 11oul dn' t hold the paper for the use of repress ion to 
obtain un,ty, but I 11ould certainly maintain that this problem is not modern. 
It goes all the way back to t wo thousand, five hundred years ago. One of my 
favorite quotes is that of lleracl itus of Ephesus 1·1ho maintained that two 
thous~nd, five hundred years ago in one of his 1·1ritings that precisely the 
question is to combine the exercise, or the use of law, with the individual 
rights of persons you rule 11ithout which law individual rights would become 
anarchy but to such an extent that the 1 aw does not become tyranny, and such 
a balancing betlleen individual right and the law 11111 always be a question, 
not wh<;ther in the olden days or now. Presently you have t he prob lem of 
terror, sm in the Wes tern countries--Wes t Germany I ta Jy France Holl and, 
and I suppose in the United States. People are ~ow asking to what extent 
can government utilize authority in order to prevent terrorism . Terrorism 

is just another term for the individual or perhaps 1·d despread utilization of 
violence and force to main tain what they claim is individual right. In many 
instances, h01,ever, in the developing countries terror ism, anarchy, is just 
another word for rebellion and 11hile in the Weste rn 1·1orld apparently there is 
commendation for effect i ve counteraction against terrorism, we in the smaller 
countr ies that ha ve to confront insurgency--1·1hich actually means daily 
terror i sm- -and must institutionalize and recognize effec tive counteraction 
by the use of authority are condemned . This is , of cou r se, something 1·1hich 
puzz 1 es many of us. 
MR. BUCKLEY : llo , 1·1ell, of course I understand that, bu t t he dilema of 
Heraclitus 11as hardly discharged wi th success by l·lao Tse-tung . Cha i nnan ilao 
Tse-tung probably eliminated this dilerm,a 1·1ith the sta t ement power comes out 
of the barrel of a gun . That's not exactly the kind of au thority t ha t I am 
referring to . 
MR . BUCKLEY : llo, but you see 1·1hen you brought up-- (clock chimes) Th is is 
llanila time, right? 
PRESIDE/IT MARCOS : Yes. ( 1 aughter) 
IIR. BUCKLEY : When you brought up the problem of terrorists, I thi nk you 
engaged the universal sympa thy of mank ind , but the kulaks , for ins tance, wh~ 
were slaughtered by St alin or their equivalents in China 11ere hardly t errorists. 
The dissidents in t he Soviet Uni on 1·1ho are subjec t ed to the tyranny of the 
current regi me are hardly te rrorists. You have faced t errorists with t he 
lluks and n01·1 1·1 ith the Moros, and I think t i1 ere is universa l sympathy 1·dth an 
attempt to control them. But ag ai n I say /vnericans are fascinated by the 
development of your mind during the past few years. You 11ere kn01,n as one 
of the stoutes t defenders of democracy and civil rights in all of As ,a . You 
faced certain problems i n the Philippines , and all of a sudden before long 
you ,,ere publicl y saying that the man you admired most 11as llao Tse-tung and 
you can understand 11hy this confuses a lot of Americans who began so sym­
pathetically to you and your aims . 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS : We have defi nite proper perspective for this man Mao Tse­
tung for un i ting a volatile, disparate, and historically separated people . 
Now those 1·1ords are exactly what I meant . I admire him fo r bringing them . 
together because no mat ter 11hat anybody says, before al 1 t hese programs-: th1s 
ki ll ing, t his elimination of opposition--he attract~d the peasantry to ~•s 
cause, and perhaps 1 ater on in the maint enance of h1 s pouer he d1d comm, t a 11 
t hese excesses 1·1hich I do not condone. Tha t is another mat ter. 
MR. BUCKLEY: Well, do you in the course of cultiva t i ng friendly relations. 
with t he People' s Republic of China and with the Soviet Union-- Do you modify 
in any particular your well-kn01,n, historic p~si ti on~ that both of t h~se 
powers are expansionary po,iers ,,ho seek t o un1versal1Ze t heir ideology and 
1·1ho in the past have he lped terrorists in your o,m country? 
PRESIDENT MARCOS: First, the second premise about helping terrorists in ~ur 
country . We have never accepted this as a fact. Yes, . t here 1·1ere guns be ing 
brought in here from outside. lie cannot prove that tins came from Communist 
China. I have the promise of the Coomuni st leaders th~t they won'. t hel p the 
Comunist movement here. I don ' t have any reason to di strus t their 11ord . 
because from t he time in 1975 11hen I vi sited China to the present there i s 
no evidence of any support for t he Comunist movemen t comi ng from China. I 
am aware , of course, t ha t the tra~itional position arisin~ out of the Cold 
War 11as to deny any basis for any reproaclvnent, any relations , ,n th the 
C011"11unist giants, the t,10 Cofllnunist giants, but not only detente, but also 
the realities of life that this thing 1<ill pass, and naturally we ll _have to 
ma intai n relations wi th the bigges t nation in the '!orld. _We cannot ignore 
thi s. This is the reality of life. China is as big as l1fe. You cannot 
close your eyes to it. 
IIR. BUCKLEY : Well , let me ask you t his , Mr. Pres ident. Why should the 



Philippines be lrrntune fr . Inter entlon by the Comnunist p01,ers on the side of 
insurgencies? We kn01, they are doing it all over Africa. We kn01, they did 1t 
all over Latin America . We kn01 that they are doing 1t right now in Thlaland . 
we know that they conquered by such means-- They tried to conquer South Korea. 
They did conquer South Vietnar:i. Wha t makes the Ph111pp1nes sacred? 
PRESIDEIIT HARCOS : It's not sacred, but we are protected first by the China Sea . 
Secondly, it would not be profitable for them to come here. As far as I'm 
concerned these are the two basic facts of life . 
HR. BUCKLEY : What sanctions do you exerci se? 
PRESIDENT MARCOS : I beg your pardon? 
IIR. BUCKLEY : What sanctions do you exercise that they are afraid of? 
PRESIOEIIT IIARCOS : No, I don't think they are afraid of a small country like 
the Philippines, but it's not worth the trouble . It wo~ld cause, first of all, 
a rupture of our relations, and I don't believe that China considers that more 
advantageous-- I mean, taking the Philippines more advantageous than, say, 
maintaining mutual tolerance. 
HR. BUCKLEY: Well, then you do believe that they have renounced their ambi­
tions for world revolution and t he unified socialist world? 
PRESIDENT MARCOS : They maintain that they have not--! mean the Coomuni st Party. 
But I also maintain that the new leadership is pragmatic . Being pragmatic, 
it might moderate. I say might. I am not certain. I am not sure. Nobody ls. 
But by and large this basic premise and assumption seems to be accepted by the 
great majority of thinkers in this part of the world. 
MR. BUCKLEY : And you think that that pragmatism is something that developed 
in the last fe11 years as dist inguished from those years during which you did 
not recognize the government of Peking? 
PRESIDENT MARCOS : tlo. Chou En-lai was pragmatic. Teng Hsiao-p' i ng wasn't as 
pragmatic. Teng Hs1ao-p'1ng is a symbol of continuity of the Chou En-lai 
pragmatism. And so I 11ould say that the Idea of perpetual revolution of 
Chairman Mao ,ias prev i ously dominant, but that now perhaps they may not be 
that dominant any more. That's what I'm saying. 
MR . BUCKLEY : I see . Mr. President, when you decreed martial law in 1972, you 
gave as your reasons for doing so the decadence of what you called the old 
order. Could you describe for the benefit of Americans what it is that you 
found defective in the old order? 
PRESIOEIIT tlARCOS : The old order rreant anarchy, disorder, rebe 11 i on. When I 
becarre pres i dent in 1965, I had warned that we were slowly slipping into an 
abyss from which there was no pulling out, and this was the corruptible ero-. 
sion of the authority of the government to enforce the law, to enforce existing 
law, not any new system of order, but the old system or the- old codes of law, 
including the criminal code. Ki dnapping >1as prevalent so much so that the 
people never reported ki dnapping any more. The leftists 11ere in collusion 
1<ith the right ists- ->ihatever those two terms may mean. I myself don't believe 
in categorizing people . But there ,ias a strange conspiracy between those whom 
many of our writers branded as leftis t s and those whom they branded as con­
servatlve--each one supporting the other for a purpose and resulting in the 
immob111zat1on of our econ1J111Y and the impotence of our government. 
IIR. BUCKLEY : Why should that have been? Why should democracy not have worked 
in the Philippines? 
PRESIOEIIT rtARCOS : It was partially the government's fault. First of all, you 
see, liberal democracy as the United States knows it was the result of a 
growth of how many centuries? How many years in your country? All of a 
sudden it's transplanted to Phil 1pp1ne soil. Have you ever attempted to 
transplant an apple from the Uni ted States to a tropical country li ke ours? 
Well, it just 1<on't grow. The reason for thi s is i t needs time to cllmatize . 
This ls a tropical climate. 
llR. BUCKLEY : How much time? 

PRESIOlaT !!ARCOS: 1/obody l.no11s. I don't. lie tried t o get used t o it and 11e-­
my predece~sors--sotneho.1 convinced you that we 11ere democratic, bu t 1·1e all 
kne11 ti at this 11as so11,e kind of a r.1ask ,ihich we had put over our f ace. lie 
11ere t ry ing to ape you and yet we didn 't have ,he basic requi rements --educat ion, 
distr ibution of weJlth, tconomic equalit.y, equal opportunity , and t he most 
impor tant, be lieving that. i'.any of our people especially the rich , sti ll 
believe in democracJ. They believe in mJint•ir,rng their pr ivi l eges and obt ain­
ing favors fro, .. government . They had private ar,nies, but t he great number of 
people had been used to a pro t otype democracy hecause in t he ol den days , even 
before the arrival of the Spaniards i n 15<.1, the chieftains--especi all y the 
11ar chiefs--,iere elected by the tribes and so t',ere ,ias some ki nd of a profit 
of it, the beginnings of a populist type of leadership, and so there 11as di s­
content--val id grievance--on the part of a great number of our people. But 
there 11•s nothi119 Lhat they could do , and the only alter native 11as viol ence--
to bring about a radicJl restructuring an~ bring down, let us say , t hose 11ho 
had imposed their 1 c,1dershi p, t aken over from the old Spanish gr andees, and 
joined up 11 ith the Chinese-oriented nerchants to cont rol both poli ti cs and 
economy in the country. They 11ere for the maiutenance fo r the status quo , 
and we all knC11 that we 11ere sitting on top of a volcano, a socia l volcano. 
flobody kne11 ,ihen it 11ould erupt , and there 1:as no 11ay of aborting it. It was 
just a matter of time. 
i!R. BUCKLEY: If one grants that as an accurate of historical analysis and I 
kno11 that a lot of people do grant it , the second question then is in reestab-
1 ishing order has your regime done so by the use of a number of t echniques 
11hich throughout your career you have criticized? For instance t or t ure. For 
instance the denial of due process. ls this necessary to any rule by ma rtial 
lat, or is this--
PRESIOEIIT f1ARCOS: There is no need to torture anyone, and we don' t . It ' s 
not a policy. There may be exceptions , but they don't mean complici ty , 
conformity , or even cons pi racy on the part of the po 1 i ti ca 1 1 eader s. This we 
disav0".-1. \le condemn . lie promise. We promise •nyone, 11hether he be in the 
armed forces or a follo,;er of the leadership , ~nyone 11ho utilizes his 
authority of power to enforce by violence an acceptable viol ence except by 
legitimate come by. Dut the i r.1portant thing is, first of al ) , that 1-,~ile 1·1e 
sought to maintain order by dismantling ~he ap~aratus of their ~ebell i on, we 
al so sought to extricate the process of rebell i on--the val i d grie~ances that 
may exist by econ()'llic , socia l , and even political reform. And this is the 
rock, as !'OU would put it , because the l egalists of 11hich there are '!lany here 
in our country--there are a great number of l a11yers here--do not be lleve i n 
the use of martial pO'.'/ers for radical reform. They believe that 1·1e , or I , 
should stick to the old cl assical concep t of ma r tial law 11hich means consoli­
date the status quo . . 1aintain it as it is. It may have its defi ci enci es. 
It is not for martial la1·1 to correct it. It is for another ins t itution to 
correc t it, and I maintain that it's not so. For if t he purpose of mart i al 
la1·1 is to eliminate rebellion and maintain order, t hen one mus t eliminate 
the cause of rebel! ion and the cause of rebel! ion may be economic and soci al 
i nequality, injustice. . . 
IIR. DUCKLEY: llell, 1·1hat in the 11ay of a reduction of that inequality has 
your regim.'.! accomplished? • 
PRESIOEIIT IIARCOS: They have given to e·.~ry man the right of equal opportun i ty. 
!low I equa 1 opportunity means greatt!r 1 ibf! · ty , grea t er f teeCom. For ins t a nee , 
there's the man 11ho is held in bondcge to the ~oi 1. Ile' s not the equa 1 of 
the man 11ho has his o,m house , his 01·10 business, source of income . By no 
means can anybody say th,it he is the equal or can anybody say that he has an 
equal opportunity. His children ,iould never be going to school. Well, we 
have given him the chance t o send his chi l dren to school, make t hem pro- . 
fessionals--doc t ors, la11yers--1<hatever they ,,ray be able to attain , bu t 1<e give 



them tne opportunity no11 to develop t;,eir ,God-given and God endoi,ed facul-
ties and 11e al so give them the opportunity to decent and dignified title of 
a life. He give him life, but that's not all. It's not just a mere doling 
out of land and turn ing men into beggars. l·e turn them into respectable and 
dignified and se lf-respecting men. le teaci, them h011 to use the land, to pro­
duce income, and produce decency, and produce di gnity. 
/\R. BUCKLEY: /ell, I think a lot of people 11ho have observed the Philippines 
during the pas t several years join in complimenting you on your land refonn 
program. They do not feel that much nas been accomp 1 f shed if anything to he 1 p 
the urban poor. 
PRES!DEtlT MARCOS : Hell, I don't know about that. I don't kno11 about t11 at . 
\le have increased t he mi ni mum 11age from four pesos to 13-15 pesos. Granting 
the erosion of t ne value of pesos even up to 50 percent, we've doubled and 
tripled the earnings of laborers. i:01, h011 can that be so? At the same time 
11e have increased employment from eight percent dovm to four and a half percent. 
I\R. BUCKLEY: Unemployment. 
PRES!DEi/T IIARCOS: Unemployment. The ene,I\Y of the poor , 1·1hich is inflation, 
from 44 percent do11n to seven percent. 1/ov, ho1·1 can anybody deny a 11 t hese 
facts? 
I\R. BUCKLEY: I/ell , the specific charge is t ha t in the last three years t here 
has been a net reduction in t he real income of the Filipino 1,orking in t ;,e ci­
ties. 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS: Tha t's pu re stupidity. 
I\R. BUCKLEY: It is? 
PRES!DEIIT !\ARCOS: Of course it is. It's ridiculous. They t;1r01, t i.is around 
11ithout any basis 11hatsoever. I can't imagine people chargi ng me 11ith, say, 
fascism and the use of authority to perpetuate l1\)lself, but I ,;; 11 say t hey may 
have a reason because I have proclaimed martial la1-1, but there is no reason for 
anyone to say that the Filipino masses, including t :ie urban poor, have not been 
given a decent 1 ife. We are increasing our expenses for soci a 1 i zed housi ng, 
socialized prices for the cons umer goods. Our cost of 1 fving here is very much 
la,,er t han any other country in Southeast Asia, including our big neighbors. 
ilcr.,, at the same time, t he more important thing is the Filipino , poor or not, 
now has pride in his country and has the equal opportunity to be anything--be 
president if he can. Before you could not become anything else except perhaps 
remain as a janitor or laborer or a tenant. Nol" you can aspire for al mos t 
anything. 
I\R. BUCKLEY : Why didn't he have an opportunity before? 
PRESIDE/IT MARCOS: Because he 11as held back by those \"/ho were in pov,er including 
those v,ho controlled the economic 11ealth of the country . I-le have increased t he 
income of t he 101,er classes of our people. He are creating a strong midd l e 
class. Before I became president, there 11as no such thing as a mi ddle class. 
You v,ere either very poor or very rich--no in-betl-,een. Hell, we are creating 
a mi ddle class na., and a dignified mi ddle class--not the middle class dependent 
on, say, favors from t he government, but a mi ddle class of small busi nessmen, 
professionals, and civil servants . 
I\R. BUCKLEY: Well , i n order to advance the program as you describe it , l"lhY is 
ft necessary to deny to the press the freedom to criticize? 
PRESIDE/IT /\ARCOS: Of course, this is one of those allegations 1-,ithout basis. 
All _.,e have do~e i~ at the begin~ing of martial la,-, >1e imposed a bann on puo l i­
cat1ons. Publications--all media for that matter--v,as controlled from Septem­
be~ up to December of 1972. After that \"le lifted everything. Anybody could 
11ritc any story ~nd thcy:-thc pub! ishers, television owners, and net1·1orks, and 
producers- -organi zed their 01,n medf a council 1·1 ithout the part f ci pa ti on of go­
vernment . 1_101, the secretary of public in fonnation, originally a member of the 
media council, was asked to wi t hdraw by me and for that mat ter the participation 
of anybody in government 11as tennfnated . And we left it to the o\"/ners of media 

or those 1-,:10 11cre in media--publ fshers, producers--to organize themselves and 
to w~r~ ~ut \/hat tl!e.\' ~hou~ht wa~ necessary for the media. To say that we are 
prohibitin~ any crit1c1s'!' is ridiculous. There's no sucil bann. In fact, 1-,c 
arc cr,t!c,zed. I am criticized, and I accept it as a part of our gr01-,ti1. I 
grew. u~ in the rough and tumb 1 e o: politics and of tri a 1 1 a11, and I am not that 
sensitive, and I listen to critic,sm. If the criticism is \/ell based , I take 
action. 
I\R. BUCKLEY: I/el l, 11h~t ab~ut the criticism of, using your figures, that there 
arc 14 hundred people in Ja11 \/ho ha ve been there in some cases for three or 
four years 1·1ho have not been brought to trial. 
PRESIDEIIT IIARCOS: 1/o. There ,-,ere 3 thousand 11/\0 were in jail. I released tile 
3 thousand: Then subsequent to this the incidence in crime increase. Of course 
correspondingly, there ,-,ere increases in arrests, but not for poli tical action 
but for violation of the criminal codes. As far as \"1e are concerned and I 
11ou)d . 1 ikc t~ main tain . this, 1·1c have not jailed anyone for political '.,cl icfs or 
pol1 t1cal faith, especially the oppositionists. The oppositionists are still 
active ,,ere in t 11e country . They have qucstione.d 11\Y actions openly. They have 
gone to court on every action I have taken. This referendum I am calling for--the 
pr~sidency on December 17--is n01·1 be:ore t he Supreme Court. Tiie opposition has 
raised ft to our Supreme Court. If 1t 1-,ere true that I am curtailing criticism 
here, then that 11ould be the first thing to do--stop all of these options in 
the Supreme Court because that has become a harassment. 
IIR. BUCKLEY: Well, are you saying , fi r. President, t hat there are not people 
in jail n01, 1·1ho have not been tried, \/ho are there --
PRE~IDEtlT /\ARCOS: Agai nst 1"1hom there are no charges, no. I beg your pardon. 
Against \/hom there are no charges, fonnal charges. ; have an order \/hich is 
being complied i;ith to the effect t hat no one should ~e arrested unless he 
commits a crime in the presence of the arresting officer or man- -because we have 
civilian arrest here , traditionally, from ti me immemorial--unlcss tl,erc arc t1<0 
s,-,orn statements about the commission of a crime, and inmcdiatcly after arrest 
he must go before an inquest officer and bring the accused--the arrested indi­
vidual--
llR. BUCKLEY: Hell, under martial lav, 11ould it be a crime to challenge t ;,e legi­
timacy of your government? 
PRESIDEIIT MARCOS: No. They have done that. They have challenged it. They 
have challenged ft in elections or referenda I have conducted. There is a 
statement to the effect that there are no elections in t he Philippines. That's 
not quite true. We elected the members of the l egisla tive council, and the con­
tests about the legitimacy of 11\Y government \/as an issue t11at ,ias raised in the 
Supreme Court not just once but repeatedly. They questioned tne proclamation of 
martial lav,; they questioned the legitimacy of the entire government. Tiley 
ques tioncd the cons ti tuti ona 1 i ty of my act i ons--evcrything, even the expenditure 
of public funds. Ti1is has been raised to t he Supreme Court. 
f\R. BUCKLEY: Would you say that there is in any sense a comparablc--thc crisis 
of the third republic in France and the crisis of your antecedent government; 
that is to say, 11hcn OeGaull e came to pa,·1er , he came in 1-lith a ne11 constitution 
that al l011cd him to suspend the legislature. 
PRES !DEIIT t\ARCOS: Yes, it is true, except that in my case the Cons ti tut ion a 1-
ready provided for martial law authority. The 1935 decisions of the Constitu­
tional Convention provided in case of invasion, insurrection, rebellion of 
imminent danger thereof and the pub 1 i c safety requires that the president may 
suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus or proclaim martial la,i 
throughout the Phi 1 ippines or any part thereof. Th is existed then, and I em­
ployed it. I had utilized first suspension of the privilege of the 11rit of 
habeas corpus after I used the armed forces. They were unavailing, and since 
they were inadequate to meet the crisis, I had to proclaim martial law. I 
asked Congress to do it, and they said, "We don't have the pcMer. The power's 



in your hands . 
that 11as it. 

You assume t he responsibility because you are presiden t ." so 

MR. BUCKLEY : Thank you ve ry much, 
pines. 
PRESIDENT !\ARCOS: Thank you. 

President Ferdinand Marcos , of the Philip-
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