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Dateline 
Washington
Senator Daniel K. Inouye

A LEGISLATIVE REPORT
In a few months, the 93rd United States Congress 

will come to a close.

Its closing will mark the termination of an important 
and historic session. The events and accomplishments 
of this session will continue to influence and improve 
the quality and direction of our lives in the months and 
the years ahead.

During these past six years, I have used every avail
able means to communicate and to share with you my 
various activities and concerns and my thoughts about a 
wide range of issues to which the Congress has been 
devoting its resources and efforts.

As part of my desire to maintain free-flowing chan
nels of communications, I have made certain that my 
office and residence telephone numbers — both in 
Bethesda, Md., and in Honolulu — are listed in the pub
lic telephone book.

I have communicated with many of you through 
radio and television programs and through the printed 
media. Periodic newsletters, like this one, provide 
another effective means of discussing with you the vital 
and frequently considerable detail which responsible 
law-making involves. And I think that it would be safe 
to say that, during my past term, I have sent more than 
150,000 constituent letters to Hawaii.

In addition, I have taken every opportunity to return 
to the Islands. During 1973, for example, I returned to 
Hawaii on 20 occasions; when I consider that each 
round trip requires 22 hours in traveling time, I com
pute that I spent about 20 days in an airplane. How
ever, through the years, I have found no satisfactory 
substitute for the face-to-face exchange of ideas with a 
constituent to best understand what concerns him and 
what he believes is a realistic and workable solution to 
our problems. These idea exchanges continue to form 
one of the most important bases for my deliberations 
and decision-making.

This is my final newsletter during this Congress. In 
past newsletters, I have shared with you my views on 
numerous subjects, many of them controversial: infla
tion, government reform, foreign aid, emergency strike 
legislation. This newsletter represents my legislative re
port to you — a report about my legislative concerns, 
ideas, and accomplishments during the period from Jan
uary, 1 969, through June, 1 974. Because the closing of 
the 93rd Congress also marks the completion of my 
second term in the United States Senate, I feel that it is 
well that you and I review the record.

Due to space limitations, there are matters which I

could not touch upon, such as my legislation concern
ing our pineapple and papaya industries and to protect 
Hawaii against the effects of a West Coast dock strike. I 
hope that our mass media’s coverage of these issues 
provides you with sufficient information; if not, please 
do not hesitate to let me know that you would like 
more information, and I shall be pleased to provide it.

The 9lst United States Congress 
1969 -1970

In January, 1969, when I took the oath of office for 
my second term as your Senator, the Vietnam war was 
raging, urban and racial violence still smoldered, and 
young Americans were vocal in their dissent against our 
nation’s domestic and foreign policies.

Six years of sustained economic growth through my 
first term as Senator had given Americans the highest 
standard of living of any people in history. The only 
dark cloud was threatened inflation. Hawaii was enjoy
ing prosperity unprecedented in its years of growth; 
tourism and construction industries boomed.

VIETNAM WAR

As the Congress convened, I joined with a minority 
of Senators in efforts to end the Vietnam war. In 1969, 
I cast my first vote to limit the use of American troops 
in Southeast Asia. In May, 1970, I cosponsored an 
amendment to cut off funds for the war in Indochina. 
Later that year, I voted with a minority of the Senate 
to set a date for withdrawal of American troops from 
Southeast Asia. In late 1970, a majority of the Senate, 
with my support, voted to repeal the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution which was being used to justify Presidential 
military action in Vietnam.

Karen Ahn (press secretary) and Dr. Patrick DeLeon and Ann Bevacqua 
(legislative assistants) discuss progress of the Senator's health legislation.



The 92nd United States Congress
I97I -1972

These early efforts to end the war were unsuccessful 
It took until August, 1973, after the Vietnam ceasefire 
had been in effect for more than six months, before the 
Congress passed legislation to end completely American 
involvement in the Indochina war. Vietnam undoubt
edly was the paramount issue during my past term in 
office. Although we no longer send American combat 
soldiers to die in those jungles, we will long feel the 
pain from that tragic experience.

I cosponsored the constitutional amendment that 
lowered the voting age to 18 years — because I believe 
that if a young person could face the draft and the risk 
of going to war at that age, so should he or she have a 
role in choosing the leaders who decide when, where, 
and if we go to war. I also cosponsored legislation that 
created the volunteer army,- ending the need for a 
peacetime draft.

ENERGY

Only a few people, in the years of 1969 and 1970, 
saw the potential of an emerging energy shortage. Un
fortunately, most of those who recognized that poten
tial, including officials of the oil industry, did little to 
prevent it.

As the nation became increasingly dependent upon 
foreign sources for our oil, I became concerned about 
tax laws that appeared to encourage growing depend
ence. For this reason, in 1969, a group of us urged the 
Senate to reform taxes on oil companies and to encour
age exploration and production of domestic fuels. The 
Nixon Administration, the oil industry, and the major
ity of Congress opposed our efforts. Now, after much 
of the damage of the energy crisis has been done, action 
along the lines that we proposed seems likely.

In 1969, the Hawaiian Independent Refinery with 
my assistance received a federal permit to construct a 
second refinery in Hawaii. I assisted in the effort be
cause I believe that domestic refinery capacity will be 
the key to preventing future gasoline and oil shortages. 
I also cosponsored legislation to create a Commission 
on Fuels and Energy which, if established, could have 
anticipated recent shortages and sought ways to limit 
their impact and recurrence.

During the 91st Congress, I worked to obtain for 
Hawaii more dollars from the federal government than 
residents paid in taxes; for every federal tax dollar from 
Hawaii, $1.35 was returned to the State.

ROLL CALL VOTES 
IN THE U.S. SENATE

Congress 
and Session

Total Number 
Roll Call Votes

Senator I nouye Voted 
This Percentage of 
the Time

91 st Congress, 
1st Session 245 82%

91st Congress, 
2nd Session 422 74%

92nd Congress, 
1 st Session 423 75%

92nd Congress, 
2nd Session 532 86%

93rd Congress, 
1 st Session 594 87%

Average Voting 
Total Roll Call Votes 2,216 Attendance 81%

In 1971, economic inflation became the concern of 
working men and women not only in Hawaii, but across 
the nation as well. As a result, the Congress enacted the 
Economic Stabilization Act, providing the President 
with inflation-fighting tools.

The Act, which included Executive-implemented 
wage-price controls, worked in some areas and failed in 
others. In order to provide relief for growing unemploy
ment in Hawaii, I supported the Public Service Employ
ment Act which provided federal monies to State and 
local governments to fund public works jobs for per
sons who were out of work. The Revenue Sharing Act 
of 1972 also has provided approximately $90 million to 
Hawaii since 1973 for various social and economic pro
grams. My amendment to the Revenue Sharing Act al
lows a 1 5 per cent increase in funds to our State based 
on our higher cost of living.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Most important legislative action is taken at the com
mittee level rather than on the floor of the Senate. 
Membership on the appropriate committees, therefore, 
is vital to maximizing one’s influence in the Congress.

The Senate Committee on Appropriations is regarded 
by many as the most important committee in Congress, 
and I am grateful for my appointment to that commit
tee during the 92nd Congress. My appointment was 
particularly noteworthy in that, because of it, Hawaii 
presently is the only State whose two Senators serve 
concurrently. (It has been an unwritten rule that only 
one Senator per State serves on Appropriations.) I hold 
a seat on five Appropriations subcommittees and am 
Chairman for the Subcommittee on Foreign Opera
tions, whose jurisdiction includes foreign aid and mili
tary assistance.

I also am a member of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, where I serve as Chairman for the Subcom
mittee on Foreign Commerce and Tourism — both mat
ters of vital importance to the State of Hawaii. I am 
Vice-Chairman for the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, in which role I was active in the granting of 
home rule to the District of Columbia.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

As a- member of the Commerce Committee (which 
handles consumer legislation), I cosponsored several im
portant bills — including the Truth in Lending Act to 
protect borrowers from hidden finance charges and to 
permit them to have corrected erroneous information 
about their credit status.

There have been numerous attempts in the Senate to 
weaken powers of the Federal Trade Commission, Con
sumer Products Safety Commission, Food and Drug 
Administration, and other federal agencies which serve 
the consumer. I have voted to defeat these efforts and 
will continue to do so.

(The Consumer Federation of America gave me a 
perfect rating for votes that I cast during the 92nd 
Congress which it felt were important to meeting the 
needs of American consumers.)

EDUCATION

Education is extremely important to the people of 
Hawaii. I have continually supported a greater federal 
role in providing funds for our educational facilities.



Because of its large numbers of federal and military 
personnel, Hawaii has been receiving “impact aid’’ 
funds for its school system. I have successfully fought 
repeated efforts in the Congress to lower our impact-aid 
receipts — dollars which we both need and deserve. In 
addition, a most important priority is the continued 
flow of dollars to the University of Hawaii — which has 
grown to be a nationally-respected institution — and to 
its students in the form of assorted federal grants.

The 93rd United States Congress 
1973 - 1974

The present Congressional term has been the busiest 
in my career. While spending 265 hours listening to 
more than 2 million words of testimony during public 
hearings by the Senate Watergate Committee, I have 
had to keep up my full-time schedule of other Senator
ial duties. I found it necessary to return to our State 
more often than once a month; yet, my participation in 
first-session roll call votes was 87 per cent.

Our worst inflation in modern times has cut back the 
buying power of most Americans, eroding family sav
ings and investments. And in part because no ready 
solutions seem at hand, it is dimming the optimism that 
has characterized our country since its birth.

Unlike previous periods of high inflation, many of 
our current problems stem from foreign sources beyond 
our control, such as the 300 per cent jump in Arab oil 
prices and the increase in world demand for food. De
spite the difficulty of finding answers, we cannot just 
accept inflation as a way of life. We must find ways to 
strengthen our economy without stimulating higher 
prices.

TAXES
I have joined to sponsor legislation that will cut the 

tax burden of every American family earning below 
$1 6,000 a year. Such relief will help families to recover 
earning power lost in recent months, and it could stim
ulate our stagnant economy. This measure need not be 
inflationary if it is part of a tax reform package that 
keeps total federal revenues up.

It has been my belief that every taxpayer should pay 
his or her fair share of our nation’s tax bill. That is not 
always the case. Accordingly, I have introduced and 
cosponsored several measures to equalize tax burdens. 
These include bills to end tax-schedule discrimination 
against single persons, to set a minimum tax on wealthy 
persons, and to close loopholes which permit certain 
persons to shoulder less of the tax burden than they 
should.

WATERGATE
Every American wishes that Watergate never occur

red. However, Watergate and its offshoots are with us, 
and it becomes necessary that our legal and constitu
tional processes take their course in order that the in
nocent can be rightfully cleared and the guilty duly 
punished. If we tried to sweep Watergate under the rug, 
we would be sweeping under our 200-year-old history 
as a nation committed to the rule of not men, but laws.

Among a number of important bills which have been 
considered during these months, several relate to the 
questions of excessive Executive power and corruption 
in government.

The War Powers bill, which I cosponsored, is now 
law. It insures that no future President will be able to 
keep American soldiers in combat without the concur
rence of the Congress. I also have cosponsored anti
impoundment legislation to assure that a President is

Eric Lee (chief counsel. Foreign Commerce Subcommittee) and secretaries 
Jinny Okano and Susan Goodbody review Hawaii's consumer protection 
statutes.

not allowed to unconstitutionally refuse to spend Con
gressionally-appropriated funds. I believe in a strong 
presidency, but I do not believe that a President should 
be above the law and the Constitution.

The Senate on three occasions has passed legislation 
to reform campaign finance laws. Because I feel that 
reliance on a few campaign contributors to raise large 
sums of money inevitably leads to corruption, I spon
sored legislation to provide some public financing of 
campaigns. We must broaden the base of campaign con
tributions if we are to assure that special interests do 
not dominate the policy-making process. We also must 
see to it that every campaign dollar which is raised and 
spent is made public. I also firmly believe that all public 
officials should make public their personal financial 
records — the sacrifice of privacy is little price to pay to 
bring back a sense of honesty and integrity to American 
politics and government.

FOREIGN AID

As Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Foreign Operations, I and my Subcommittee have 
begun a reevaluation of the U.S. foreign aid program.

I believe that much of our foreign assistance is 
wasted and should be trimmed, especially in our mili
tary aid programs. Accordingly, we have cut more than 
$3 billion from Administration foreign aid requests dur
ing the past two years. While America cannot and 
should not turn her back on our less fortunate sister 
countries, neither should we spend our hard-earned tax 
dollars on aid programs that do not improve the ability 
of our neighbors to help themselves.

HEALTH

Although our nation offers our people one of the 
best health care systems in the world, we must continue 
to work to increase the availability and the range of 
quality health care which all Americans — including the 
poor, elderly, and minorities — should be able to enjoy.

Toward this goal, I am cosponsoring legislative pro
posals to establish a national system of health insur
ance. I also am cosponsoring the Catastrophic Health 
Insurance and Medical Assistance Act designed to pro
tect an individual against catastrophic medical bills that 
might otherwise wipe out his finances. And I am co
sponsoring a bill now under the Senate’s consideration 
to increase Social Security benefits for our elderly citi
zens.

During the current session, I introduced legislation 
requiring the Department of Defense to continue to 
provide certain special-education services to handicap
ped military dependents. I also have introduced bills to



insure Medicaid and Medicare payment for nurse prac
titioner services and to provide an added federal tax 
exemption for the deaf, as is now done for the blind.

In addition, I am currently drafting special legislation 
which would be responsive to Hawaii’s unique immi
grant health problems.

ENERGY

How can we avert another energy crisis?

Congress’ inability to quickly and effectively respond 
to the recent shortages has been recognized in the Sen
ate. Majority Leader Senator Mike Mansfield recently 
created an ad hoc committee to coordinate Senate en
ergy legislation — a committee which I chair. That com
mittee is seeking ways in which to expedite legislation 
to control the price and availability of fuels.

The National Energy Research and Development 
Act, which passed the Senate with my strong support, 
authorizes the expenditure of $20 billion over the next 
10 years to find new and better sources of cheap, effi
cient energy. Under this measure, Hawaii should be
come a laboratory for experimentation with solar, geo
thermal, sea, and wind technology. I will use my in
fluence to create this “laboratory,” for no other Ameri
can locale is better suited for these purposes.

As we have sought to deal with our energy problems, 
we also have been tempted to give up the significant 
progress that we have made over the years in environ
mental protection. During Congressional debate over 
various energy-related bills, numerous amendments 
have been introduced to end or modify environmental 
restrictions and safeguards.

If such amendments became law, our supplies of en
ergy may increase, but so will air and water pollution. I 
will vote against these efforts because we cannot throw 
away environmental laws without throwing away our

children’s right to inherit a livable world.

SUGAR BILL
This year, the 40-year-old Sugar Act came up for 

reconsideration.

As this newsletter went to press, a five-year sugar bill 
— seeking to slightly modify but basically extend the 
Sugar Act — was defeated by the House of Representa
tives. Observers have predicted that a reversal of this 
decision is highly improbable this session.

Our Islands’ economy is vitally related to the sugar 
industry. Under present sugar prices, industry revenues 
are expected to approach $400 million. The sugar in
dustry provides jobs for more than 9,000 residents.

If this nation is to continue to enjoy a stable supply 
of sugar at reasonable prices, this Act must pass. I will 
do all that I can to see that it does.

THE MONTHS AHEAD

During the remainder of this term, there are a num
ber of areas on which I plan to focus my efforts.

These include searching for ways to slow inflation, to 
lessen inflationary impact on our working men and 
women, and to alleviate its damage on low-income fam
ilies and those living on fixed incomes.

I also hope to see new federal housing laws passed — 
laws that will help homeowners in Hawaii to find suffi
cient mortgage money at lower interest rates.

I shall continue to press for approval of legislation to 
protect Hawaii from the effects of a shipping strike.

And I shall work to complete Congressional investi
gations into official wrongdoing so that trust in the 
leadership of this country can be restored for all Ameri
cans.

Senator Inouye confers with Henry Kuualoha 
Giugni (administrative assistant), Lamela Holt 
(office manager), and Mary Lou Jardine 
(personal secretary).

^enafe
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Dateline 
Washington
Senator Daniel K. Inouye

A LEGISLATIVE REPORT '*'”4
In a few months, the 93rd United States Congress 

will come to a close.

Its closing will mark the termination of an important 
and historic session. The events and accomplishments 
of this session will continue to influence and improve 
the quality and direction of our lives in the months and 
the years ahead.

During these past six years, I have used every avail
able means to communicate and to share with you my 
various activities and concerns and my thoughts about a 
wide range of issues to which the Congress has been 
devoting its resources and efforts.

As part of my desire to maintain free-flowing chan
nels of communications, I have made certain that my 
office and residence telephone numbers — both in 
Bethesda, Md., and in Honolulu — are listed in the pub
lic telephone book.

I have communicated with many of you through 
radio and television programs and through the printed 
media. Periodic newsletters, like this one, provide 
another effective means of discussing with you the vital 
and frequently considerable detail which responsible 
law-making involves. And I think that it would be safe 
to say that, during my past term, I have sent more than 
150,000 constituent letters to Hawaii.

In addition, I have taken every opportunity to return 
to the Islands. During 1973, for example, I returned to 
Hawaii on 20 occasions; when I consider that each 
round trip requires 22 hours in traveling time, I com
pute that I spent about 20 days in an airplane. How
ever, through the years, I have found no satisfactory 
substitute for the face-to-face exchange of ideas with a 
constituent to best understand what concerns him and 
what he believes is a realistic and workable solution to 
our problems. These idea exchanges continue to form 
one of the most important bases for my deliberations 
and decision-making.

This is my final newsletter during this Congress. In 
past newsletters, I have shared with you my views on 
numerous subjects, many of them controversial: infla
tion, government reform, foreign aid, emergency strike 
legislation. This newsletter represents my legislative re
port to you — a report about my legislative concerns, 
ideas, and accomplishments during the period from Jan
uary, 1969, through June, 1974. Because the closing of 
the 93rd Congress also marks the completion of my 
second term in the United States Senate, I feel that it is 
well that you and I review the record.

Due to space limitations, there are matters which I

could not touch upon, such as my legislation concern
ing our pineapple and papaya industries and to protect 
Hawaii against the effects of a West Coast dock strike. I 
hope that our mass media’s coverage of these issues 
provides you with sufficient information; if not, please 
do not hesitate to let me know that you would like 
more information, and I shall be pleased to provide it.

The 9lst United States Congress 
1969 -1970

In January, 1969, when I took the oath of office for 
my second term as your Senator, the Vietnam war was 
raging, urban and racial violence still smoldered, and 
young Americans were vocal in their dissent against our 
nation’s domestic and foreign policies.

Six years of sustained economic growth through my 
first term as Senator had given Americans the highest 
standard of living of any people in history. The only 
dark cloud was threatened inflation. Hawaii was enjoy
ing prosperity unprecedented in its years of growth; 
tourism and construction industries boomed.

VIETNAM WAR

As the Congress convened, I joined with a minority 
of Senators in efforts to end the Vietnam war. In 1 969, 
I cast my first vote to limit the use of American troops 
in Southeast Asia. In May, 1970, I cosponsored an 
amendment to cut off funds for the war in Indochina. 
Later that year, I voted with a minority of the Senate 
to set a date for withdrawal of American troops from 
Southeast Asia. In late 1970, a majority of the Senate, 
with my support, voted to repeal the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution which was being used to justify Presidential 
military action in Vietnam.

Karen Ahn (press secretary) and Dr. Patrick DeLeon and Ann Bevacqua 
(legislative assistants) discuss progress of the Senator's health legislation.



The 92nd United States Congress
I97I -1972

These early efforts to end the war were unsuccessful 
It took until August, 1973, after the Vietnam ceasefire 
had been in effect for more than six months, before the 
Congress passed legislation to end completely American 
involvement in the Indochina war. Vietnam undoubt
edly was the paramount issue during my past term in 
office. Although we no longer send American combat 
soldiers to die in those jungles, we will long feel the 
pain from that tragic experience.

I cosponsored the constitutional amendment that 
lowered the voting age to 18 years — because I believe 
that if a young person could face the draft and the risk 
of going to war at that age, so should he or she have a 
role in choosing the leaders who decide when, where, 
and if we go to war. I also cosponsored legislation that 
created the volunteer army, ending the need for a 
peacetime draft.

ENERGY

Only a few people, in the years of 1969 and 1970, 
saw the potential of an emerging energy shortage. Un
fortunately, most of those who recognized that poten
tial, including officials of the oil industry, did little to 
prevent it.

As the nation became increasingly dependent upon 
foreign sources for our oil, I became concerned about 
tax laws that appeared to encourage growing depend
ence. For this reason, in 1969, a group of us urged the 
Senate to reform taxes on oil companies and to encour
age exploration and production of domestic fuels. The 
Nixon Administration, the oil industry, and the major
ity of Congress opposed our efforts. Now, after much 
of the damage of the energy crisis has been done, action 
along the lines that we proposed seems likely.

In 1969, the Hawaiian Independent Refinery with 
my assistance received a federal permit to construct a 
second refinery in Hawaii. I assisted in the effort be
cause I believe that domestic refinery capacity will be 
the key to preventing future gasoline and oil shortages. 
I also cosponsored legislation to create a Commission 
on Fuels and Energy which, if established, could have 
anticipated recent shortages and sought ways to limit 
their impact and recurrence.

During the 91st Congress, I worked to obtain for 
Hawaii more dollars from the federal government than 
residents paid in taxes; for every federal tax dollar from 
Hawaii, $1.35 was returned to the State.

ROLL CALL VOTES 
IN THE U.S. SENATE

Congress 
and Session

Total Number 
Roll Call Votes

Senator Inouye Voted 
This Percentage of 
the Time

91 st Congress, 
1 st Session 245 82%

91st Congress, 
2nd Session 422 74%

92nd Congress, 
1 st Session 423 75%

92nd Congress, 
2nd Session 532 86%

93rd Congress, 
1 st Session 594 87%

Average Voting 
Total Roll Call Votes 2,216 Attendance 81%

In 1971, economic inflation became the concern of 
working men and women not only in Hawaii, but across 
the nation as well. As a result, the Congress enacted the 
Economic Stabilization Act, providing the President 
with inflation-fighting tools.

The Act, which included Executive-implemented 
wage-price controls, worked in some areas and failed in 
others. In order to provide relief for growing unemploy
ment in Hawaii, I supported the Public Service Employ
ment Act which provided federal monies to State and 
local governments to fund public works jobs for per
sons who were out of work. The Revenue Sharing Act 
of 1972 also has provided approximately $90 million to 
Hawaii since 1973 for various social and economic pro
grams. My amendment to the Revenue Sharing Act al
lows a 1 5 per cent increase in funds to our State based 
on our higher cost of living.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Most important legislative action is taken at the com
mittee level rather than on the floor of the Senate. 
Membership on the appropriate committees, therefore, 
is vital to maximizing one’s influence in the Congress.

The Senate Committee on Appropriations is regarded 
by many as the most important committee in Congress, 
and I am grateful for my appointment to that commit
tee during the 92nd Congress. My appointment was 
particularly noteworthy in that, because of it, Hawaii 
presently is the only State whose two Senators serve 
concurrently. (It has been an unwritten rule that only 
one Senator per State serves on Appropriations.) I hold 
a seat on five Appropriations subcommittees and am 
Chairman for the Subcommittee on Foreign Opera
tions, whose jurisdiction includes foreign aid and mili
tary assistance.

I also am a member of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, where I serve as Chairman for the Subcom
mittee on Foreign Commerce and Tourism — both mat
ters of vital importance to the State of Hawaii. I am 
Vice-Chairman for the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, in which role I was active in the granting of 
home rule to the District of Columbia.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

As a member of the Commerce Committee (which 
handles consumer legislation), I cosponsored several im
portant bills — including the Truth in Lending Act to 
protect borrowers from hidden finance charges and to 
permit them to have corrected erroneous information 
about their credit status.

There have been numerous attempts in the Senate to 
weaken powers of the Federal Trade Commission, Con
sumer Products Safety Commission, Food and Drug 
Administration, and other federal agencies which serve 
the consumer. I have voted to defeat these efforts and 
will continue to do so.

(The Consumer Federation of America gave me a 
perfect rating for votes that I cast during the 92nd 
Congress which it felt were important to meeting the 
needs of American consumers.)

EDUCATION

Education is extremely important to the people of 
Hawaii. I have continually supported a greater federal 
role in providing funds for our educational facilities.



Because of its large numbers of federal and military 
personnel, Hawaii has been receiving “impact aid’’ 
funds for its school system. I have successfully fought 
repeated efforts in the Congress to lower our impact-aid 
receipts — dollars which we both need and deserve. In 
addition, a most important priority is the continued 
flow of dollars to the University of Hawaii — which has 
grown to be a nationally-respected institution — and to 
its students in the form of assorted federal grants.

The 93rd United States Congress 
1973 -1974

The present Congressional term has been the busiest 
in my career. While spending 265 hours listening to 
more than 2 million words of testimony during public 
hearings by the Senate Watergate Committee, I have 
had to keep up my full-time schedule of other Senator
ial duties. I found it necessary to return to our State 
more often than once a month; yet, my participation in 
first-session roll call votes was 87 per cent.

Our worst inflation in modern times has cut back the 
buying power of most Americans, eroding family sav
ings and investments. And in part because no ready 
solutions seem at hand, it is dimming the optimism that 
has characterized our country since its birth.

Unlike previous periods of high inflation, many of 
our current problems stem from foreign sources beyond 
our control, such as the 300 per cent jump in Arab oil 
prices and the increase in world demand for food. De
spite the difficulty of finding answers, we cannot just 
accept inflation as a way of life. We must find ways to 
strengthen our economy without stimulating higher 
prices.

TAXES
I have joined to sponsor legislation that will cut the 

tax burden of every American family earning below 
$1 6,000 a year. Such relief will help families to recover 
earning power lost in recent months, and it could stim
ulate our stagnant economy. This measure need not be 
inflationary if it is part of a tax reform package that 
keeps total federal revenues up.

It has been my belief that every taxpayer should pay 
his or her fair share of our nation’s tax bill. That is not 
always the case. Accordingly, I have introduced and 
cosponsored several measures to equalize tax burdens. 
These include bills to end tax-schedule discrimination 
against single persons, to set a minimum tax on wealthy 
persons, and to close loopholes which permit certain 
persons to shoulder less of the tax burden than they 
should.

WATERGATE
Every American wishes that Watergate never occur

red. However, Watergate and its offshoots are with us, 
and it becomes necessary that our legal and constitu
tional processes take their course in order that the in
nocent can be rightfully cleared and the guilty duly 
punished. If we tried to sweep Watergate under the rug, 
we would be sweeping under our 200-year-old history 
as a nation committed to the rule of not men, but laws.

Among a number of important bills which have been 
considered during these months, several relate to the 
questions of excessive Executive power and corruption 
in government.

The War Powers bill, which I cosponsored, is now 
law. It insures that no future President will be able to 
keep American soldiers in combat without the concur
rence of the Congress. I also have cosponsored anti
impoundment legislation to assure that a President is

Eric Lee (chief counsel, Foreign Commerce Subcommittee) and secretaries 
Jinny Okano and Susan Goodbody review Hawaii's consumer protection 
statutes.

not allowed to unconstitutionally refuse to spend Con
gressionally-appropriated funds. I believe in a strong 
presidency, but I do not believe that a President should 
be above the law and the Constitution.

The Senate on three occasions has passed legislation 
to reform campaign finance laws. Because I feel that 
reliance on a few campaign contributors to raise large 
sums of money inevitably leads to corruption, I spon
sored legislation to provide some public financing of 
campaigns. We must broaden the base of campaign con
tributions if we are to assure that special interests do 
not dominate the policy-making process. We also must 
see to it that every campaign dollar which is raised and 
spent is made public. I also firmly believe that all public 
officials should make public their personal financial 
records — the sacrifice of privacy is little price to pay to 
bring back a sense of honesty and integrity to American 
politics and government.

FOREIGN AID

As Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Foreign Operations, I and my Subcommittee have 
begun a reevaluation of the U.S. foreign aid program.

I believe that much of our foreign assistance is 
wasted and should be trimmed, especially in our mili
tary aid programs. Accordingly, we have cut more than 
$3 billion from Administration foreign aid requests dur
ing the past two years. While America cannot and 
should not turn her back on our less fortunate sister 
countries, neither should we spend our hard-earned tax 
dollars on aid programs that do not improve the ability 
of our neighbors to help themselves.

HEALTH

Although our nation offers our people one of the 
best health care systems in the world, we must continue 
to work to increase the availability and the range of 
quality health care which all Americans — including the 
poor, elderly, and minorities — should be able to enjoy.

Toward this goal, I am cosponsoring legislative pro
posals to establish a national system of health insur
ance. I also am cosponsoring the Catastrophic Health 
Insurance and Medical Assistance Act designed to pro
tect an individual against catastrophic medical bills that 
might otherwise wipe out his finances. And I am co
sponsoring a bill now under the Senate’s consideration 
to increase Social Security benefits for our elderly citi
zens.

During the current session, I introduced legislation 
requiring the Department of Defense to continue to 
provide certain special-education services to handicap
ped military dependents. I also have introduced bills to



insure Medicaid and Medicare payment for nurse prac
titioner services and to provide an added federal tax 
exemption for the deaf, as is now done for the blind.

In addition, I am currently drafting special legislation 
which would be responsive to Hawaii’s unique immi
grant health problems.

ENERGY

How can we avert another energy crisis?

Congress’ inability to quickly and effectively respond 
to the recent shortages has been recognized in the Sen
ate. Majority Leader Senator Mike Mansfield recently 
created an ad hoc committee to coordinate Senate en
ergy legislation — a committee which I chair. That com
mittee is seeking ways in which to expedite legislation 
to control the price and availability of fuels.

The National Energy Research and Development 
Act, which passed the Senate with my strong support, 
authorizes the expenditure of $20 billion over the next 
10 years to find new and better sources of cheap, effi
cient energy. Under this measure, Hawaii should be
come a laboratory for experimentation with solar, geo
thermal, sea, and wind technology. I will use my in
fluence to create this “laboratory,” for no other Ameri
can locale is better suited for these purposes.

As we have sought to deal with our energy problems, 
we also have been tempted to give up the significant 
progress that we have made over the years in environ
mental protection. During Congressional debate over 
various energy-related bills, numerous amendments 
have been introduced to end or modify environmental 
restrictions and safeguards.

If such amendments became law, our supplies of en
ergy may increase, but so will air and water pollution. I 
will vote against these efforts because we cannot throw 
away environmental laws without throwing away our

children’s right to inherit a livable world.

SUGAR BILL
This year, the 40-year-old Sugar Act came up for 

reconsideration.

As this newsletter went to press, a five-year sugar bill 
— seeking to slightly modify but basically extend the 
Sugar Act — was defeated by the House of Representa
tives. Observers have predicted that a reversal of this 
decision is highly improbable this session.

Our Islands’ economy is vitally related to the sugar 
industry. Under present sugar prices, industry revenues 
are expected to approach $400 million. The sugar in
dustry provides jobs for more than 9,000 residents.

If this nation is to continue to enjoy a stable supply 
of sugar at reasonable prices, this Act must pass. I will 
do all that I can to see that it does.

THE MONTHS AHEAD

During the remainder of this term, there are a num
ber of areas on which I plan to focus my efforts.

These include searching for ways to slow inflation, to 
lessen inflationary impact on our working men and 
women, and to alleviate its damage on low-income fam
ilies and those living on fixed incomes.

I also hope to see new federal housing laws passed — 
laws that will help homeowners in Hawaii to find suffi
cient mortgage money at lower interest rates.

I shall continue to press for approval of legislation to 
protect Hawaii from the effects of a shipping strike.

And I shall work to complete Congressional investi
gations into official wrongdoing so that trust in the 
leadership of this country can be restored for all Ameri
cans.

Senator Inouye confers with Henry Kuualoha 
Giugni (administrative assistant), Lamela Holt 
(office manager), and Mary Lou Jardine 
(personal secretary).
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