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SYNOPSIS:

Lord Naganari o f  Ich i jo -Okura , f e e l i n g  indignant 

of the gyranny of the Heik e clan & o f  the dec l ine  of the 

G e n j i  c lan, fe igned  madness & helped the r e v i v a l  

of the Ge n j i  fa m i ly .

CHARACTERS

Lord Naganari,  master o f  I c h i j o  Okura 

Lady Tok iwa. Naganar i ’ s w i f e ,  (a t  f i r s t  she was the 

wi f e  o f  Yoshitomo, deceased master o f  the Genji  c la n . 

Kiyomori of the Heike clan took her to w ife  and then 

gave her to  Lord Naganari )

Yoshioka On i j i r o  

0-kyo, O n i j i r o ' s  w i f e .

Yatsuruyi Kageyu 

Naruse (Kageyu' s w i f e . )

Y o ich i ,  keeper of the tea-house " Higak i  chaya"

Wa i t i n g maids

Footmen.



Scene at the Tea—House Higaki-chaya

(a wooden ga t e  on the r igh t  hand. Two benches on the 

l e f t ,  footmen A, B, C & D s i t  on the benches. 

Y o ich i ,  the tea-house keeper, makes tea f o r  them.)

Yo ich i  : Some tea ,  please .  You must be very  much t i r e d .

Footman A: Tired? Su r e . I ’ ve never served such a master as he 

who goes out every  day to see noh p lay ,  maple yel low leaves, 

e t c .

B : 

C:

We f o o t men r e a l l y  rub o f f  our f e e t .

Moreover ,  he has l a t e l y  wedded Lady Tokiwa g iven 

by Lord K iyomori.

D : And i t  has become more weak-headed then ever .  

( A noh-music sounds.)

A: Hush. Just supp ose what would happen i f  Mr .  Kageyu hears 

u s .

B: The noh play w i l l  come to  an end soon. 

L e t ' s go f o r  our master.

Yo ich i : You'd b e t te r  go at once.

C : W e l l ,  f a r e  you w e l l ,  y o ic h i .
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YO: Good bye.

(The fo u r  go o u t . )



Nagauta:

Kyo ; 

Oni;

Oni;

Yo ;

Oni: 

Yo:

Oni;

Yo:

"Yoshioka On i j i r o  Sachitane,

Loyal to the now oppressed Genji fam i ly ,

Comes a l ong w ith  his w i f e .

Meaning to  take advantage.

Of the noh play o f the chrysanthemum f e s t i v a l ” 

(Meantime On i j i r o  & her w i fe  O- Kyo come into the 

stage passage.)

Is  the tea house Hi g a k i - Chaya s t i l l  fa r?

No. I t ’ s just  over there. L e t ’ s go & inqu ire .

(They come into the main s ta g e . )

Master, l e t  us s i t  here f o r  a wh i le ,  p lease .

You’ re welcome.

Is  th is  the Higak i  chaya? '

C e r ta in ly  i t  i s .  I t ' s  ca l led  Yo ich i  c h a y a ,  too, 

taking a f t e r  my name. Though I  don’ t keep my shop 

every  day, i t ’ s my duty to open i t  whenever a noh-play 

is  held. I  carry  here the pure water o f  Shirakawa & 

make tea with i t .

Everyth ing  is  f in e  & fashionable here in Kyoto, 

I ’ m from a far-away d i s t r i c t ,  you know. The noh  

play is  held tw ic e  a year, I  hear?

Well ,  s i r ,  i t  used to be the custom o f  the r o y a l  court 

to hold a "Cherry Noh p lay ” in the sp r ing  & a 

"Chrysanthemum Noh play"  in the autumn.

Now that the emperor is  prisoned in Toba and Lord 

Kiyomori can have a l l  his way, he holds f i v e  & seven
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noh p lays  a month--------- of yel l o w  Leaves,

 o f  mushrooms e t c .  I ’ m qu ite  at  a loss ,  for  I ’ d 

be scolded i f  I  don 't  open my shop every time 

 t h e r e ' s a play.

Oni : We l l ,  even my countrymen ta lk  much of the p ro s p e r i t y

of  the He ik e  fa m i ly .  I s  i t  true or just  a story ,  

that L ady Tokiwa has wedded Lord I c h i j o  Okura?

Y o : I t ’ s as rea l  as I  l i v e .  The hard hearted Lord Kiyomori

has been much troubled by h is  son Lord Sh igemori ’ s 

admonition on h is  d is s ip a t ion ,  & has given his f a v o r i t e  

concubine to Lord Naganari of I c h i j o  Okura. Today’ s 

Noh is held f o r  the honour o f  the new couple.

W e l l ,  Lord Naganari is  r e a l l y  the s i l l i e s t  man 

in Kyoto to  have accepted with thanks the lady whom Lord 

Kiyomori kept f o r  more than ten years .

This morning, when he came here th is  morning, 

he looked so d i g n i f i e d .  But, sad to say, he’ s got 

no sense a t  a l l .  And everyone knows i t ,  too.

Kyo:  And has Lady Tokiwa come, too?  I ’ ve heard much o f  her

beauty. I  wish I  could see her.

Yo: Oh, she’ s s ick  t oday. Lady Naruse, w i f e  o f  Mr. Kageyu,

Lord Nagana r i ’ s ch ie f  r e ta in e r ,  has come f o r  her to 

take care o f  the s i l l y  lo rd .  Oh, your tea  must have 

become co ld .  I ’ l l  change i t .
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Yo:

No, thank you. I ’ d l i k e  to have a l i t t l e  t a lk  with 

my w i f e .

I ’ d be very  glad to  go, f o r  I ’ ve got  to  p u l l  some w a te r . 

(Goes o u t . )

Nagauta: "Oni j i r o ,  l e f t  behind,

Addresses her w i fe  con f id enc i a l l y . ” 

As you must have heard now, i t ' s  quite  sure that 

Lord Naganari has got some connection w i th  Lord Kiyomori 

The noh play is  to be over  soon. Just manage to be 

presented to him and be brought to her mansion 

at once.

Be at  ease about i t ,  p lease .  I ’ l l  inqu ire  about Lady 

Tokiwa and es tab l ish  a connection w ith  her.

Oni

Kyo:

Oni: 

Kyo;

Oni : 

Kyo: 

Oni : 

Kyo : 

Oni : 

Kyo:

Take care, anyway.

A l l  r i g h t .

(A drum sounds behind the s ta g e . )

Ah, the noh p lay  i s  over  now. Bonne aventure.

You’ d be t ter  not be w ith  me when I ’ m introduced to him. 

I  think I ' l l  hide myself  behind the screen there .

Hurry on. 

Take care.

A11 r i g h t .



Nagauta; "And so On ita ro  hides h im se l f . "

"Soon t h ere  appears Lord I c h i j o  Okura, 

attended by Naruse, Kageyu ’ s w i f e .

Though he looks t a l l  and s ta te ly ,  

I t ' s much to reg re t  

That i s  brain is  as vacant

As the cas t ing  o f  a c i c a d a . ” 

Kyo; Wa i t  a minute, p lease .  I ' v e  g o t  something to say t o  the

lord .  

w a i t in g  maid A: I t ' s  so impertinent o f  y o u ------.

" B: To make a d i r e c t  appeal to  our lo rd .

C : You should have proceeded a p e t i t i o n  to  h is  mansion.

C : Go o f f  a t  once.

Naru se 's v o ic e ;  Wait, f o l k s .

maid A: The vo ice i s ------.

Ma id : Madam Naruse.

Naruse (coming in to  s t a g e )  Oh, you 're  O-Kyo .

I t ' s  a good chance f o r  you, f o r  my lord i s  w ith  good-grace 

now. My lo rd ,  t h i s  is O-Kyo, a woman en te r ta in e r .

My husband Kageyu has engaged to employ 

h e r .  You had be t te r  take her w ith  you.

 I  would be much honoured i f  you would 

 g iv e  her a word o r  two.

0kura:  Ah, she i s  the woman a r t i s t e  I ’ ve heard much o f .

Naru:  Yes, my lo rd .
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Okura:

Kyo: 

N aru : 
Kyo : 

Okura

Kyo:

Okura:

Nar u :

L i f t  up your face ,  woman------

Ah, you’ ve go t  a good fa t  f a c e .  A nd where 's  

your b i r th  place? 

W e l l -------

He asks where you were born .

At  Kumano, my l ord .

You must be very ha iry  t o  be a bear 's  ch i ld  

(Kuma-no-ko). Just know that  you’ d be in my 

se rv ice  h e r e a f t e r .

Thanks, my lo rd .  Favour me with your grace, p l e a s e . 

(me-o-kake )

Weigh your weight ( me-ni-kake) ?

Sure. I ’ l l  order a balance as soon as I  ge t  home

Y o u ' l l  weigh more than 100 pound. I  l ik e  her  a g e ,

too .  They say women are at th e i r  prime

( abura-ga-noru) at 24 or  25 . What does i t  mean

that a woman get as much f a t  (abura) as she can?

Now , O-Kyo, he says such a s i l l y  th ing ,  

you know. I t ’ s because o f  his s i l l i n e s s  that I ' v e  

employed you. When you play such plays as Hagidaimyo 

and Kur i t a g u c h i , in which noble people are put t o  

r id i c u l e  because o f  th e i r  s i l l i n e s s ,  h e ' l l  

f e e l  ashamed o f  h i s , and become more reasonable.

And you, my lo rd ,  even you noble lords must not

be always s i l l y  and happy-g o-lucky in these days. Remember it well, please.



Okura: I ’ l l  rembember i t  w e l l ,  p l e a s e . You say, 

Naruse, that  i t ’ s a good remedy f o r  s i l l i n e s s  

to  see Kyogen p la y s . Just p lay  one at  once, 

0-kyo.

Naru: My lo rd  wants you to dance, O-Kyo.

Kyo: C e r ta in ly .

Nagauta; "My lord ' s fu tu re  i s  as f u l l  o f  years 

As the young p in e - t r e e  i s .

The s tork  dances g r a c e fu l l y ,  e t c . "

(Meanwhile O-Kyo dances. While Lord Okura looks 

at her dance, he f a l l s  from h is  bench. Naruse and 

the maids help him to h is  bench . )

Okura ; Well  done. You sh a l l  g e t  p r i z e s .  Be p leased.

Nagauta:; " And, imagining h im se l f .

To be the hero o f  a kyogen p l a y ------."

Okura: O-Kyo, Taro-Kaza ( f i r s t ,  crown}

Kyo: We11, my lord?

Okura; And Naruse, J iro -kaza  second crown)

Naru; Here am I .

Okura: We l l  done. We l l  done.

Both; 

Nagauta:

Thanks, my lo rd .

"And so O-Kyo fo l lo w s  her lo rd ,  

On the f i r s t  da y  of he r ser v i c e . "

Na pau t a :
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(Lord Okura and h is  f o l l o w e r s  go into the stage-passage.

 On i j i ro  comes out of the tea-house. He and Lord Okura,

 look ing  at each other, hide th e ir  fa ces  behind th e i r  fans.

The stage changes with the sound o f  wooden c lapp ers . )

 THE SCENE BEHIND LORD

Okura’ s mansion.

Nagauta: "Here c omes Yoshioka- On i j i r o ,

In  the darkness of  the n ight ,

Carrying a black-sheathed sword."

"O-Kyo, at his sign, 

s t e a ls  t o  the door

 And opens i t  f o r  h e r . ” 

Kyo : oh, O n i j i r o .  

Oni; W e l l ,  you’ ve w r i t t e n  in your l e t t e r  that Lady

Tokiwa thinks nothing of the Gen j i  c lan .

Is  that t r u e ?

Kyo: Wel l , though I have paid much attent ion

to her conduct, she never  seems to be sad . 

. -  9 -  '
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She makes t o i l e t s  and speak so f t  words to  Lord 

Okura. He passes h is  n ights in p la y ing  "Bow and arrows."

I t  seems that she has fo rgo t ten  a l l  about the Genji c lan.

So I  thought i t  useless t o  t e l l  her that I  am O n i j i r o ’ s w i f e .  

Oni: I t  was admirable o f  you to  have wr it ten  to  me and to ld

me o f  i t .  You needn’ t stay here now.

Kyo; I  think I ' l l  go out o f  th is  house at once.

Oni; But I  hate Tokiwa so  much.

Kyo: That you want to  see  her once a g a i n -------.

Oni; And put her to shame to please the la t e  Lord Yoshi Tomo.

Kyo;  Then you mean t o -----?

Oni; Show me to  her room.

Kyo: A11 r i g h t .
 i

Nagauta: "so the two s tea l  a lon g  

To the inner rooms.



Nagauta :

Tokiwa:  

Nagauta:

Toki:

Oni:

T o k i :

Kyo:

-  11 -

The same of Lady Tokiwa's Room

" I t  i s  past midnight,

And the moon shines b r i g h t l y  

When Lady Tokiwa i s  absorbed 

 In p lay ing  "bow and arrows."

(Lady Tokiwa s i t s  on her cussion and p lays  w i th  

a miniature bow and arrows. )

I ' ve h i t .  How glad I  am.

"Just as she looks f ull  o f  contentment,

Oni j i r o  approaches and snatches her of her a rrow ."

Why, you' r e ------.

Yo s h iok a -O n i j i r o . And th is  is O-Kyo, my w i f e .

You’ re such a brute t o  have betrayed us.

I  d id n ' t  not ice  when you came in. I  was so absorbed in 

p lay ing  "bow and arrows."

Don 't  say so, Lady Tokiwa. I f  you’ ve g o t  time 

enough to pla y  miniature bow and arrows, you may have 

thought o f  learn ing r e a l  bow and arrows to  revenge 

on the Heike c l a n ? N o wonder you d id n ' t ,  f o r  you 're  

a lady to  wed tw ice, three t imes. But, a re n ' t  you 

a f ra id  o f  d iv in e  punishment?
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Nag a uta: 

Toki:

Oni:

Nagauta:

Toki :

Oni :

T o k i :

Oni:

Toki:

" So O-Kyo admonishes,

With t ea rs  in her eyes 

And w ith  l o y a l t y  in her h e a r t . ”

I t  seems to be reasonable t hat you accuse me.

But, a f t e r  a l l ,  r e ta in e rs  are r e t a in e r s .  

They d on ' t  understand how deeply  th e ir  masters and 

m istresses  think of things.

A11 r i g h t .  I ’ l l  just beat you so that you mend your 

way o f  th inking.

"And he beats her 

With her bow."

You beat your m istress?  You beast.

I  won't  have you as my m istress ,  f o r  you’ re  so 

mean-hearted.

(He beats on.)

Admirable.

What?

I ’ ve become so suspect fu l  because I  have 

seen many t r a i t o r s .  But now that I  know your 

l o y a l t y ,  I ’ l l  con f ide  you of my rea l  heart .

Even since I  parted from Lord Yoritomo, my  

husband, I  hid myself  in Fushimi w ith my three sons, aged 

 s ix ,  four ,  and one.
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Nagauta ;

Then Kiyomori came and found me and made 

love to me. Though I  f e l t  Sundder whenever he whispered 

fond words in my ea rs ,  I  had to g ive  myself  to  him 

to  save my ch i ldren  out of death. Just suppose 

what I  have su f fe red  a l l  these years.

"as  she speaks c o n f id e n c ia l l y  and s in c e r e ly ,

O n i j i ro  f e e l s  p i t y  f o r  h e r . ”

Oni: I  f e e l  p i t y  f o r  you about i t .  But you have become f a i t h l e s s  

enough to  spend  your time in amusing y o u rs e l f .

Toki: How s i l l y  you a re .  I  play "bow and arrows t o  

curse the He ik e  fam i ly .

Nagauta: And l o .

There i s  Kiyom or i ’ s p o r t r a i t

Behind the white cu r ta in ,  

she takes up three arrows

Symboliz ing her three sons.

And shoots K iyomori ’ s pa inted breast  w ith  them.

Oni: I t  was very  bad of m e ---- .

Kyo: To have beaten you without knowing what you r e a l l y  

thought.

Oni:
Ky; Excuse us, p lease .



Nag auta

Kageyu; 

Nagauta 

Naru:

Kage :

Oni:

Kage: 

Nagauta

Okura: 

Nagauta

: " As the two shed b i t t e r  tears  of remorse,

Yatsurugi-Kageyu, who has eavesdropped,

Appears and says : ”

I ’ ve heard a l l .  I ’ l l  just  go and inform Lord 

Kiyomori of i t .

: "Just  then Naruse, h is  w i f e ,

Runs in and checks him.

Don’ t be so ag i ta ted ,  p lease .  I f  Lady Tokiwa is  

accused o f  t r a i t i n g ,  her husband Lord Okura w i l l  

be a lso  accused. Do you mean t o  lead your master 

into a t ro u b le ?

Shut up. I  wo n ' t have such a s i l l y  man as my master. 

I  have tong been planning to usurp th is  fa m i ly .

Try i f  you can go.

What?

: "The two f i g h t  and strugg le  each other,

When someone g ives  a cut 

To Kageyu from behind."

I ,  Naganari, Lord I c h i j o  Okura, have punished an 

unfa ith fu l  re ta in e r .

: " So say ing ,  Lord I c h i j o  appears

Wi t h  a long sword in h is  hand,

Looking quite d i f f e r e n t

Fron h is  usual slow-minded s e l f . ”
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Okura ;

Nagauta

Okura :

Nagauta

- 15 -

Though I  have kept i t  secret  f o r  a long time,

I ' l l  t e l l  you my rea l  f e e l in g  now, l e s t  Naruse should 

resent me f o r  k i l l i n g  her husband.

We l l ,  I  am, o f  o r ig in ,  r e l a t e d  to  the Gen j i  fam ily ,  

but have become a court lord  f o r  some 

reasons . And though I  have learned both l i t e r a r y  

and m i l i t a r y  a r t s ,  I  have long been fe ig n in g  s i l l i n e s s .  

: "And so,

N e i ther  the Genji make much of me,

Nor the He ike  cher ish hatred to  me.”

Kageyu, knowing nothing o f  i t ,  has despised me 

as a f o o l  and have been t r y in g  to usurp my house.

Though I  have overlooked him up  to now, I  couldn’ t 

do so t h i s  evening. Now, On i j i r o ,  go and t e l l  

Ushiwaka that i t  was f o r  the Genji  fam i ly  that I  have

f e i g hed fo o l i s h n e s s .

: "Human l i f e  is

at the mercy o f  d iv in e  prov idence.

a l l  the Genji  g enera ls  

Have been scat tered  by K iyomori 

And Yoshitomo h imsel f  

Was k i l l e d  at Naga ta . "



"Tokiwa, h is  wife

Was caught by Kiyomori 

And was made h is  coucubine.

She i s  not t o  b lam e f o r  i t ,

For i t  was a l l  fo r  her husband's ch i ldren.

I t  i s  admirable of her 

That She plays "bow and arrows 

Every n ight  in order t o  curse 

Okura:  Come, O n i j i ro ,  take Kiyomori this tanzaku

(a p iece  o f  paper w ith  a poem w r i t ten  on i t )  

to  Yoritomo stay ing  in H iruga-Kojima and to  

Ushiwaka at Kurama .

Oni (reading the tanzaku): "The young pine t re e  i s  the

symbol o f  long l i f e . "  What do you mean by th is ?  

Okura; I t  h ints on the Heike f a m i ly ,  you know.

Kiyomori is  not t o  be dreaded. His son Sh igemo r i ,  

who is  ca l l ed  young pine (Komatsu), however, i s  a wise 

man and is  not t o  be he ld cheap. I f  the Genji a r e  

to revenge on the He ike ,  they must not be impatient but 

wait  p a t i e n t l y  t i l l  Shigemori d ies .

When there i s  no more Shigemori,  the Genji  w i l l  have

t h e i r  day again, and you, t o o , ------

(Hints "cut  o f f  th e i r  heads" by ges tu re . )
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Oni: 

Okura: 

Nagauta :

Naru :

Nagauta ; 

Kage :

Okura:

W e l l ,  my l o r d ------.

Come,  -------- .

"Remember w e l l

How the king o f  Etsu ( chinese h is to ry ,  about 450, A.D.) 

Revenged on the king of go 

At the f i g h t  o f  K a ike izan . "

"Naruse, taking up her husband’s sword,

s tabs-her own th roa t . "

I ’ l l  g e t  sa lva t ion  through your s to ry .

I  vow that I  d id  know noth ing  o f  my husband’ s 

i n t r i g u e .

S o saying, she breathes her l a s t . "

"Kageyu, though morta l ly  wounded,"

Oh, I ’ ve been thinking I  was to dece ive

Okura, and r e a l l y  i t  was that he wa s dece ive in g  me.

How vexacicus. How remorsefu l to die without 

g e t t in g  the money belonging to  the I c h i j o  fam i ly .

What a mean man he i s .  On the other hand, his w i fe  

Naruse i s  much to be p ra ised .  Anyway, I ’ l l  return to 

my s i l l y  s e l f  and pass my days in happy obscur ity ,  

being laughed a t  and en joy ing  kyogen p lays .
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Nagauta: "As the morning star 

Shines in the west s k y ------- "

Okura : Oh, the day is  going to b r e a le .  

Hurry out, both of you.

Nagauta: "But O-Kyo c l ings  to Lady Tokiwa 

Reluctant to  pa r t . "

Okura: Go before you’ re found by the guard.

Oni ; You have been very  kind w ith  us.

Okura : You needn’ t mention i t .  Just go at once.

Oni: Yes, my lo rd .

Okura ( producing a sword):

Oni:

Wa i t  a minute. This is  the sword handed down

in the Genji  fam i ly  and which. Kiyomori robbed o f ,

Nine years ago, his son Munemori f e l l  s e r iou s ly  i l l ,  

and Kiyomori made Buddhist p r i e s t s  hold r e l i g i o u s  

se rv ic e s  f o r  his recovery ,  pu t t ing  i t  on the 

a l t a r .  I  took the chance and got i t  back f o r  the 

Genji  fam i ly .  No one suspected that the 

w i l l y  Lord Okura should have done such a thing.

Take and g ive  i t  to the young lo rds ,  O n i j i r o .

Oh, I  thank you ever so much. The g e n j i  i s  sure 

to  have t h e i r  days again now that the treasure sword has

come back



Nagauta:

Kage: 

Okura

Toki:  

Oni :

Kyo;

Okura

 "Kageyu stands t o t t e r in g  up

And trys to ge t  the sword ."

Give me the s w o r d ------- .

(ca tch ing  hold of him): Y o u ' l l  have the punishment

you deserve.

S ins are to  return to  the s inner .

We’ l l  one day ruin the now- f l o u r i s h in g  Heike.

And l e t  come the days o f  Ge n j i .

( Cuts o f f  Kageyu 's  head and puts i t  in his

s l e e v e ) : Just do l ik e  th is  w ith K iyomori ' s head.

How happ y i t  would be to  have such days.

(The curta in  f a l l s  w ith  the sound of  wooden

clappers as a l l  the party  smile look ing at each other
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