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By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
A HOUSE bill passed Friday seeks
to amend an existing law allowing
the consumption of certain endan-
gered or threatened species, to en-
able the Commonwealth to get fed-
eral funding.

HB 11-75, which amends Public
Law 8-19, would restrict such
consumption by elderly people-
_| only tofishand game thatare not
in the federal list of threatened
or endangered species.

The CNMI has its own list of
threatened and endangered species

PL 8-19 allows the eating-of
such endangered species as
turtles and fruit bats which have
been confiscated by the Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife.

The intent of the law was to*‘pro-

Bill to amend law on
endangered species

vide additional nutrition for the
elderly” andto*‘seethat confiscated
(endangered) animals (are) not just
wasted.”

Because ofthe law, however, the
CNMI has not been able to get
fundingfromthe US Fishand Wild-
life pursuant to the US Endangered
Species Act.

The fund would have gone pri-
marily to the brown tree snake con-
trol program.

The law, according to the bill
introduced by Speaker Diego T.
Benaveénte, “preclude(s) our re-
ceiving the money, because it
would allow the consumption of
federally funded -endangered

. species, inviolationoffederallaw.”

The bill, containing the amend-
ment, would accordingly solve this
problem. o

Castro orders businessman

to pay workers ba

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Stalf
SUPERIOR Court Presiding
Judge Alexandro Castro has
ordered a businessman to pay
unpaid wages and damages
to his four of his complain-
ing Bangladeshi employees.
" Castro asked Luis Kapileo,
owner of Kapileo’s Security
Services, to pay principal and
pre-judgment interest
amounting $37,659.75 to the
complainants.

Plaintiffs MD. Azizul
Haque, MD. Shafiuddin
Ahmed, MD. Amdadul
Haque, and Mir Azad
Rahaman had requested the
court to order Kapileo to pay
their unpaid salaries and liq-

Y

The huge crowd that gathered at LaFiesta, San Roque for the Annual Snow Festival he

Id Saturday.

Alexandro Castro

ck wages

uidated damages.

Plaintiffs’ counsel John F.
Cool asked the court to en-
force a Division of Labor’s
administrative order issued
last March in favor of the
Bangladeshi workers.

Labor found out that Kapileo
is the employer of the com-
plainants, but failed to pro-
vide them with work.

Labor permanently barred
the defendant from employ-
ing nonresident workers in the
Commonwealth.

Guard falls from truck

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
A SECURITY guard was re-
portedly injured after he fell
from a truck along Beach
Road in Susupe Thursday
morning.

Acting Public Safety Infor-
mation Officer Maj. Claudio
Norita said the victim, de-
scribed as a 23-year-old
Bangladeshi, suffered bruises
to the face and different parts
of the body.

Initial investigation showed
that the victim was among
the three passengers sitting
at the back of a truck when
the accident happened near a
traffic light at 6:32 a.m.

The truck was travelling
Beach Road when the driver
stopped to pick up two boxes
he saw on the highway.

The vehicle spun, ejecting
the victim from the truck. He
landed face first, police said.

Responding emergency
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Fish Curry Beet Masala Chicken Curry Beef Curry Chicken Masala Lamb Curry Murg-Do-Piaza
Aloo gobi Nava Ratna Korma Aloa Mutter Aloo Gobi-Capcicum | Veg. Chetti Nadu Mix-Veg-Masala Beens Masala
Dal Tadka Mixed Peas Masala Moru-Kachiyathu Dal-Makhini Dal Amrithsari Dal Curry Makhie Dal
Salad Pappad Crispy Fried Veg Raitha Pappad Salad
Pickle Pickle Pickle Pickle Pickle Pickle
Rice Rice Rice Rice rice Rice.
Chappathi Tawa Paratha Paratha Chappathi Chappathi Tawa Paratha Paratha
Semiya Payasam Carrot Kheer Coconut Payasam |Semiya & Carrot Kher| Lentle Payasam Semiya Payasam Carrot Payasam

medical technicians trans-
ported the guard to the Com-
monwealth Health Center.

Meanwhile, Norita an-
nounced that the Department
of Public Safety’s annual car
seat assistance program is
open.

Norita said under the pro-
gram, DPS will shoulder $50
cost to purchase a car seat to
qualified parents.

“The parents just come to
DPS and present their identi-
fication cards. The kids must
be below 54 inches in height
and less than 80 pounds,” he
said.

One car seat is limited per
family, Norita said.

Tour firm -
countersues
over debt .

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff

A TOUR agency which was
sued by its former business
partner due to a drop in the
number of tourists going to
Managaha Island has filed a
counterclaim against the lat-
ter for alleged nonpayment of
loan.

Saipan Marine Tours, Inc.,
through counsel Theodore
Mitchell, asked the Superior
Court to order plaintiff Ko-
rean Tours Bureau to pay its
debt  amounting to
$14232.12.

KTB in its suit filed last
month demanded $36,494 in
damages against SMT for al-
leged breach of contract.

KTB is engaged in the pro-
motion of tourism, including
providing entertainment and
recreational activities to for-
eign visitors.

SMT, on the other hand, has
the rights to operate food con-
cessionand aquatic equipment
rental activities on Managaha
and to transport passengers to
and from the island.
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G1bACT isiT?

The El Nino is an event that changes the weather.
In the Northern Mariana Islands, the EI Nino will cause less rain to fall.
75-percent less rain will fall this spring and summer!
Our Community Utility is preparing now for a drought.

G1bAT CAD [ OO?

- If you have a water tank, clean it out, starting using i,
and make sure it has a float valve that works.
Float Valves stop the water from overflowing.

e If you don't have a tank, consider buying one right away.

o Put gutters all the way around your roof-top to catch all
of the rainwater and pipe it directly to the tank.

- Beginning March 1st, the Commonwealth Utilities

Corporation will release water only during the daylight.
(If you receive water 24-hours a day, you will still receive 24-hour water.
This schedule is for the villages listed below.)

Qi€ KIADT co belp gou sAve KIACER.
OUR Ccommunicy acrlicyg «rll give gou Tthe
LIATER KIPED JoUu ARE AKIAKE ADD AT home.
Chis Ay, Jod CAD STOP THE WIATER
FROM OVERFLORIDG.

commonwieaAlch udcilicies CORPORATION
G1ACER houRr scheoule
MARCH 1, 1998

Drought
Drought g
Marpi 6am - 10 am -1 hour Navy Hill (upper) 6 am- 9am -1 hour
San Roque (upper) 6 am - 10 am -1 hour China Town (upper) 9am-11 am -1 hour
San Roque (lower) 6am- 4 pm -1 hour China Town (lower) 11am- 1 pm -1 hour
Navy Hill (lower) 1pm- 3 pm -1 hour
As Matuis [2pm - 4pm -1 hour Chalan Laulau 6am- §am -30 minutes
Tanapag/Achugao 6 am - 10 am -1 hour
LaoLao Bay 6am- 8 am -1 hour
Capitol Hill (1200/1300) 6am- 7 pm -3 hours San Vicente (upper) 8 am - 10 am -1 hour
San Vicente (lower) 10 am - 12 pm -1 hour
Puerto Rico 6am- 8am -1 hour San Vicente (south) 12 pm - 3 pm -1 hour
(Garapan 6am- 8§am -1 hour San Vicente (Toflia) 6am- 8 am -1 hour
Gualo Rai 6am- 9am -1 hour Dandan 6am- 8 am -1 hour
As Lito 6 am- 9 am -1 hour
Wireless Ridge As Terlaje 6 am- 8 am -1 hour
(Nekai/Quitugua/Standford) i pm- 7 pm/5-7pm -1 hour Kanat Tabla 6 am - 9 am/4-7pm -1 hours

(Noisom)

Il am- 1 pm Fina Sisu north (Tun Doi Road) 6 am - 8 am

(F.Camacho/J.CruﬂM.Falig) 6am-11am

Tapochau

Tapochau (what’s lateral?)

Kagman Farm:
9am- 1 pm -1 hour Western Acosta: 12pm - 6 pm -2 hours
I pm- 4 pm -1 hour Eastern: 6am- 12 pm -2 hours
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Voucher .

Continued from page 3

between $1,500 and $2,000, and
be allowed to enrol in any school
of his or her choice.

The education board, then
chaired by Don Farrell, had re-
jected the school-voucher pro-

posal, saying such system had
never shown any evidence that it
could raise the quality of public
education.

Hofschneider, chairman of the
House committee on health, edu-
cation and welfare, said the con-
stitutional questions that were
raised againsthisoriginal bill have
been removed from his new bill.
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vegetables &

: THURSDAY ‘
Chicken fajitas with refried

beans, mexican rice
$7.00

Chili rillenos with refried
beans & mexican rice
$7.00

e Pl
Menu for the Week

Homemade Salisbury steak, Pork tenderloin,
meatloaf with | S*"VSoit mashed | gruit casserole,
gravy, baked vegetables & roll | with corn on the

potato, steamed $7.00 cob, baked

Stir fry seafoods

dinner roll bread | combo served with $7.00
rice, steamed
$7.00 broccoli & rofl

$7.00
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'WEDNESDAY'

potato & roll

FRIDAY

Marinated, grilled yellow fin,
served with rice, coleslaw &
roll
$7.00

Sweet & sour pork served
with rice, steamed broccoli
and roll
$7.00

Try Our

Bring the whole family,
and treated as family.

1/2 pound BURGER,
rated No. 1 in town!

" Have Fun at Mom's
-with-our Dart Machine,_
" Cherry Master, Pool -
Table, and Computer

Games

- Open 10:00 AM. to

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS &
NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Public Lands

PUBLIC NOTICE

February 24, 1998 at 2:00 PM.

AGENDA:

1. Roll Call

2. Communications

3. Report of the Director

4. Report of the Legal Counsel
5. Unfinished Business

b) Public Land Lease Request

6. New Business

and Pau Pau Beach

K 503, Dandan

7. Miscellaneous
8. Adjournment

/sl TOMAS B. ALDAN

2/20/98

Pursuant to 1 CMC § 9910, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio, Lt. Governor Jesus R.
Sablan, and the Board of Public Lands, through the Division of Public Lands (DPL)
of the Department of Lands and Natural Resources, are hereby giving notice that
a Special Meeting of the Board of Public Lands will be conducted on Tuesday,

The meeting is scheduled to continue from day to day until completed and as
such, the meeting will be reconvened the following day at the same time and at
the same place if the board calls a recess of this meeting. The meeting will be
held at Pacific Gardenia Hote! Banquet Hall Room No. 2 in Chalan Kanoa.

a) Homestead Matters - Grant of Public Domain

i. VC Enterprise - Respond to Board's recommendation regarding sublease
c) CNMI Government Public Land Request
i. CNMI Boy Scouts - Request for the designation of Part of Tract 5-1 in Marpi
ii. Commonwealth Utilities Corporation - Wetland Mitigation
d) Upland Mitigation Bank - Marpi

(a) Pending Land Exchange Matters
i. CNMIv. Ramon A Tebuteb (Heirs of Maria Mangabao)
(b) Public Land Lease Request
i. Tropical Laundry - Request to Lease Lot No. 009 E-05, Puerto Rico
ii. Saipan Leisure Corporation - Request to lease public land at Marpi
and Suicide Cliff for Cable Car
(c) CNMI Government Public Land Request
i. The House of Representatives, Rep. David M. Apatang - Request
for the designation of Children's Park in Koblerville, Kagman | & II

ii. The House of Representatives, Rep. Dino Jones - Request for the
designation of Police & Fire Substation in Marpi
iit. Public School System - Request for the designation of Lot No. 010

(d) American International Knitters (Lower Base) - Request for extension
(e) Rem International (Lower Base) - Request for extension

“ e CNMI needs
duty-free access to US

By William H. Stewart

Economist

Economic Service Counsel
THE COMMONWEALTH of
the Northern Mariana Islands is
unique in its relationship with
the United States, arelationship
which eventually evolved out
of the flames of World War I1
and a relationship entirely dif-
ferent from any other territory
associated with the United
States.

While the people of the Notth-
ern Marianas are United States
citizens and the American judi-
cial system prevails it is impor-
tant to realize that the Com-
monwealth is the only entity
under the American Flag that
controls its own immigration
and customs.

Because of this fact, the
United States immigration and
customs authorities consider the
Commonwealth aforeign coun-

_try simply because it controls

such entry.

In spite of their proximity to
Asia - inall of the islands’ 476
years of recorded history - the
only time the islands have been
under the control of an Asian
nation (Japan) was the thirty
year period between the world
wars, (1914 to 1944).

For the other 400 odd years,
at least until 1978 when the is-
lands became self-governing,
they were controlled by west-
ern nations, first Spain, then
Germany and later by the United
States under the auspices of the
United Nations. Indeed, the
United States still exercises con-
trol over defense and those fed-
eral laws that apply within the
Commonwealth.

This unique relationship be-
tween the United States Gov-
ernment and the Common-
wealth stems from the fact that
the islands were never recog-
nized as a permanent posses-
sion of any nation since they
were taken from defeated Ger-
many by the Allied Powers dur-
ing World War L.

Subsequently assigned to Ja-
pan under a mandate from the
League of Nations, the islands’
status did not change after they
were occupied by United States
armed forces in 1944,

Indeed, since their purchase
by Germany from Spainin 1899,
and their assignment to Japan
for administration in 1920 by
the League of Nations, the
Northern Marianas had no po-
litical identity among the coun-
tries of the world.

From the time of Germany's
loss of the islands they were
never regarded as a permanent
colony within the exclusive sov-
ereignty of any nation, exceplt,
of course, by Japan when it left
the League before the outbreak
of World War I1.

At the conclusion of the Sec-
ond World War the United
States, not desiring to appear as

This is the fourth in a series of
articles concerning develop-
ment in the Northern Mariana
Islands. .
having annexed the islands by
virtue of “‘victor’s rights”, placed
the islands under the supervision
of the Security Council of the
newly formed United Nations.

As the Marianas where consid-
ered to be within a strategic area
of the western Pacific they were
to be overseen through the Secu-
rity Council where the United
States had veto power, rather than
the U.N. General Assembly.

The people of the Marianas
were encouraged to choose their
future political status from sev-
eral options.

These included: selecting inde-
pendence; or becoming affiliated
with the United States, either
through a relationship of free as-
sociation or acommonwealth sta-
tus based uponanegotiated agree-
ment which later became known
as the Covenant.

The Covenant describes the re-
lationship agreed upon between
the people of the Northern
Marianas and the United States
Government.

Noother United States territory
orinsular possession hasasimilar
relationship. Alaska, Hawaii,
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, Guam and cther
Pacific possessions were all ac-
quired under circumstances far
different than that of the Northern
Marianas.

For a nation to acquire addi-
tional territory, a government
musteither annex an areaby force
of arms or by purchase from a
sovereign government.

The Northern Marianas was not
a permanent legal possession of
Japan at the time of the war as it
had only been entrusted to Japan
under a mandate by a group of
countries through their organiza-
tion - the League of Nations.

Therefore, the United States
could not strip territory from de-
feated Japan at the conclusion of
hostilities since the islands were
never recognized as a permanent
legal possession of Japan in the
first place.

The people of the Northern
Marianas, by 78.8 percent of the
votes cast in a plebiscite held on
June 17, 1975, elected to accept a
negotiated Covenant with the
United States.

This became U.S. Public Law
94-241 when enacted by the
United States Congress and be-
cameeffective on April 1, 1976, a
little more than 30 years after the
end of World War II.

United States citizens residing
in the Commonwealth are denied
the right to vote in presidential
clections nor are they represented
in the United States Congress by
an elected representative.

This is, of course, inconsistent
with the fundamental premise of
democracy, namely, that the right
to govern rests on the assent of

those governed.

Atanyrate, innegotiating the
Covenantrelationship between
the United States and the North-
ern Mariana Islands the United
States agreed to permit the
Northern Marianas to take ad-
vantage of certain valuable *‘de-
velopment tools” principally:
control of immigration, relief
from the U. S. minimum wage
and duty free entry into the
United States of certain “‘quali-
fied” products manufactured in
the Commonwealth.

The American negotiators of
the nexus establishing a politi-
calrelationship between the two
governments may have failed
to anticipate certain conflicts
which could arise from the
marriage.

One cannot help but wonder,
after the fact, that the rush for
agreement to establish a politi-
cal union may have been dic-
tated principally by both mili-
tary expediency (the U. S. Gov-
emment is responsible for de-
fense of the CNMI) and, the
Commonwealth’s own anx-
iousness to terminate what, at
the time of negotiations,
amounted to a state of political
limbo for the islands.

The benefits of Headnote 3(a)
of the U. S. Customs Tariff
Schedule allowing duty free
entry into the United States of
qualified products manufac-
tured in the Northern Marianas
provides the only real economic
link the Commonwealth’s pri-
vate export sector has with the
United States.

Withoutthisentry tothe U. S.
market it is unlikely that the
two economies would have any
meaningful trade connection at
all - with only a one-way street
of imports from the U. S. flow-
ing to the Commonwealth.

Considering the high cost of
ocean shipping, it is possible
that Japan could eventually re-
place the U. S. as a source of
many supplies with the result
that the Commonwealth’s pri-
vate sector commercial links
with the States could become
ever thinner.

With the exception of a small
number of American tourists
briefly visiting the islands the
only connection would be that
of a rather sterile government
to government bureaucratic re-
lationship.

Inuddilion,inlhcéurlycighl-
ies ocean shippers were reluc-

Continued on page 22
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‘Labor camps’ worry OSHA

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
“LABOR camps,” where work-
ers are being made to live in
cramped quarters with unsafe fa-
cilities, still abound in the Com-
monwealth, a visiting federal of-
ficial said, Friday. -

“These are conditions we don’t
see.in the (US) mainland,” said
Frank Strasheim, Regional Ad-

ministrator of the U.S. labor
department’s Occupational Safety
and Health Administration.
While he said that there may be
a “marked improvement” among
a third of the garment sector in
terms of compliance, Strasheim
nontheless stressed his “overall
impression” is that there “still is a
lot of work to be done.”
“WhatI've seenis alot of labor

Zero tolerance bill vetoed

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
ACTING Gov. Jesus R. Sablan
vetoed Friday the so-called zero
tolerance bill which sought to im-
pose life imprisonment with no
possible parole onpeople convicted
of importing and manufacturing
any amount of crystal metham-
phetamine (or ice), heroin or co-
caine.

Sablan, who temporarily takes
the place of Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio
whoison an 11-day official tripto
the US, signed into law three other
bills.

House Bill 10-467 allows the
operation of additional pachinko
machines; Senate Bill 10-163
amends the Public Lands and Natu-
ral Resources Act; and HB 10-163
allows elected officials to waive
their salary and receive retirement
benefits instead.

All four bills had been passed by
the previous 10th legislature.

The new executive branch acted
onthe bills afterthe Supreme Court
ruled that the fourbills “are validly
before (the governor) for action.”

The Auormey General’s Office
had earlier made an opinion that
the four bills were “legal nullities”
since they were transmitted a day
afterthe new governorandthe 11th
legistature officially assumed of-
fice.

The legislature’s legal counsel,
however, disagreed with the AGO,

Incinerators. . .
Continued from page 3

what can we do?”

Sablan said the issue 1s about com-
plying with EPA s standards, and the
CNMI, as part of the United States,
should comply with these standards.

“"We can’trisk our people’s health
and our environment,” he said.

Asked if the CNMI could tace
possible lawsuit from NK3, the Ja-
pan-based company that sold the in-
cinerators, Sablan swid the govemn-
mentcould alwaysenterintonegotia-
tions with the company.

“The time to be afraid is now
gone,” he said, referring to the
theme of his inaugural address
last Jan. 12.

Then governor Froilan C.
Tenorio blamed EPA and the US
Interior Department for blocking
the purchaseof the incinerators, which
would have beenused forclearingup
Puerto Rico dump.

The constructionof the three incin-
erators are worth $16.6 million.

When EPA cited and fined the
CNMilfortheenvironmental hazards
caused by the dump, Tenorio said
Interior should pay for the finc.

saying the govermnor has 20 days to
acton bills despite the organization
of a new legislature.

In vetoingthe zero tolerance bill,

-Sablan said that although he sup-

ports zero tolerance against drug
abusers, punishment fordrug smug-
glers should fit a specific offense.

“There should be flexibility, and
the policy should be stringent
enough but also compassionate in
particular cases like that of a preg-
nant single mother, for example,”
Sablan was quoted in an interview

Thursday before he vetoed the bill.
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camps, many of which is not as-
sociated with garment manufac-
turing. No matter where you are
in the island you'l find labor bar-
racks and the labor barracks I've
seen need improvement,”
Strasheim said.

He said he has seen workers'
quarters with unhealthy condi-
tions where-there are over-
crowding, unsanitary facilities,
dirty and insufficient toilets,
dirty kitchen and alot of electri-
cal hazards.

Abused

Strasheim also expressed con-
cern about reports of workers be-
ing abused for complaining about
poor facilities.

“When a worker complains
about unsafe conditions, we are
getting reports of some tremen-
dous abuse in that regard... beat-
ings... we are getting reports about
workers being worked additional
hours, being worked in the sun,
being fired as a result of com-
plaining about the facilities.

“Federal law protects people,

they can not be discriminated
againstforexercisingtheirright,”
Strasheim said.

He said OSHA inspectors will
alsobe looking forincidents where
workers are being made to pay for
the repair of broken facilities.

Strasheimsaid poor compliance
withOSHA regulations is notable
among other members of the gar-
ment sector and the construction
industry.

“A lot of construction prob-
lems... where people are in
trenches and they are not pro-
tected from cave ins,” he said.

The inspection, according to
Strasheim, will start in the next
few days.

He said OSHA is aiming to
inspect about 200 factories and
workers’ quarters.

“We’ll be going afterthem (vio-
lators of OSHA regulations) vig-
orously until all these conditions
are corrected,” he vowed.

‘Mainland interest’

“Right now, there is a (US)

mainland interest on the condi-

suve up to ~
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$087080

CHRYSLER INTRIPID
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DODGE DAKOTA

save up to.

$5000.29.

tion of the industries here and the
guest worker program ... we are
trying to make sure that these
place is safe as in any other part of
the US,” he said.

Strasheim said OSHA will be
working “as closely as we can”
with the Department of Labor and
Immigration on the training of
employers regarding OSHA regu-
lations.

He also expressed optimism that
OSHA “will get along fine” with
the Tenorio administration.

“The administration is very
new. We're very encouraged in
what we’ve seen and heard so far.
The governor has expressed de-
sire to make everybody comply
and he expressed that workers
have the right to safer places.
He’s committed to that,” said
Strasheim.

Strasheim has been in the Com-
monwealth for the past week
mainly to gather firsthand data on
the local labor situation.

He said he will inform US La-
bor officials of his findings.

CHRYSLER
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KEICO MOTORS

THE POWER OF CHOICE

$077072

$077037

Airport Rd.

LTHRIFTY | | KEICO

AIRPORT | LOCATED ON AIRPORT ROAD NEXT TO THRIFTY CAR RENTAL “
[HERMANS
Tel. 234-0173
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By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
BLOOD samples from Larry
Hillblom’s mother, Helen
Anderson were finally drawn
in California, according to
Hillblom's estate executor
Bank of Saipan.

Following court-approved
instructions, BOS Trust Of-
ficer Russell K. Snow said
blood specimens were taken
from the 80-year-old Ander-
son last Feb. 13 at 8 a.m. (Pa-
cific standard time) at the
Selma Community Heahh
. Center.

Representatives of the ex-
ecutor and the heir claim-
ants observed the blood
draw, Snow said- in the
executor’s petition for in-
structions and activity report
filed in the Superior Court
Thursday.

Anderson agreed to provide
her blood samples for DNA

test in exchange for $13 mil- -

lion. Such DNA test shall deter-
mine whether the heirship
claimants are indeed the late
businessman’s children.
Andersonrequested to be paid
$1 million flat fee and of up to
$12 million as a bonus payment
for her blood samples for use to
rebut the presumption that the
heir claimants who are siblings
are Hiliblom’s kids.
Hillblom’s Charitable Trust
and Anderson agreed that the
$12 million bonus will be paid
only if her genetic profile cre-

ated from her blood samples,

“knocks out” all of the heir
claimants as offsprings of the
- late multimillionaire.

In addition to the amount,
Anderson will receive the net
after-tax proceeds from the
sale of Hillblom’s Ski Chalet
Mirabel, a ski chalet in France
used on occasions to entertain
European customers of DHL.

Blood samples drawn
from Hillblom’s mother

Srow said Anderson’s
blood specimens were sent
to ReliaGene Technologies,
Inc. and the Fairfax Identity
Laboratories via Federal
Express.

“Although for preservation
purposes DNA will be ex-
tracted from those blood
samples in the near future,
pursuant to the settlement
agreement no genetic testing
will be performed on
Anderson’s DNA until after
the effective date of the settle-
ment agreement,” Snow ex-
plained.

He said pursuant to the
seitlement agreement, Ander-
son is now entitled to receive
$500,000 (50%) of $1 million
that shall be paid as an admin-
istrative expense.

The executor asked the court
to approve the initial payment
to Anderson no later than
March 15, 1998.
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Crisis may affect RP’s
centennial celebration

By Aidwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
CONFRONTED with a slump-
ing economy due to the Asian
currency crisis, the Philip-
pines’ centennial celebration
of independence from Span-
ish colonization may not be as
grand as it was planned to be.

Philippine Vice Consul
Ronell Santos said budgetary
constraints due to the finan-
cial turmoil in the region is
expected to affect the celebra-
tion of the country’s 100th
year of independence in June.

“...considering that we are
undertaking austerity mea-
sures, it will not be as grandi-
ose as we expect it to be,”
Santos told Variety.

But he said initial plans for
the celebration of the Philip-
pine Independence Day on the
island have already been laid
out by the Filipino commu-
nity here.

“Basically, it is in keeping
with the programs of the Phil-
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Tbe CamerMan Cangs

ippine government bub.we
have budgetary constraints
back home,” he added.

Santos said various cxhib-

ts, featuring Filipino books
and pictures, will be under-
taken by the Consulate and
the Filipino community on the
island.

A Flores de Mayo, or a pro-
cession of beautiful women,
will also be held in May, as a
kick-off activity for the cen-
tennial celebration.

A Filipiniana night is also
expected to be held on the
evening of June 12, where
various Filipino folk dances,
songs, costumes and traditions
will be featured.

Thousands of Filipino con-
tract workers on Saipan are
starting to prepare activities
for the Centennial celebration
of the Philippines’ indepen-
dence middle of this year,
according to Santos.

Santos said the United Fili-
pino Organization (UFO) was
especially organized in time
for the June 12 celebration of
the country’s 100th year of
independence. he said there
was no umbrella organization
for Filipino groups on Saipan
for so many years, adding that
UFO was formed to consoli-
date efforts for the Philippine
Centennial.

In arelated development, the
Consulate also said First Lady
Amelita Ramos has empha-
sized the importance of hold-
ing festivals and exhibits on
the country’s cultural heritage.

Mrs. Ramos said such ac-
tivities would enhance aware-
ness among people from other
countries of the richness of
the Filipino culture and tradi-
tion.

She said the different facets
of the Filipino culture and
craft, from textile-making to
singing and dancing will be
“well-promoted” through ac-
tivities sponsored by Filipino
groups in foreign countries.

The Philippine Centennial
Foundation-USA, in a recent
mecting with Malacanang,
said itis sponsoring a festival
of Filipino culture and tradi-
tion in the US in time for the
the June 12 celebration.

The festival centerpiece will
be the country's jeepney
which has been a mirror of the
Filipinos® talent to embrace
forms from many countries to
come up with a distinctively
Philippine “style.™

Foundation organizers said
they chose to feature the Phil-
ippine jeepney as the festival s
main attraction since it
stemmed from World War 11,
@ period of close Filipino-
American cooperation,

The jeepney was developed
from the military jeep used by
the Americans during the see-
ond World War,
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Teno reprogram powers OK’d

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE HOUSE of Representatives
accepted Friday the Senate’s amend-
ments to a joint resolution granting
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio reprogram-
ming powers over lapsed and other
available public and local CIP funds.

Withthe Legislature’s adoption of

. House Joint Resolution 1 1-5, the ad-

ministration can now expend the un-
used funds for the government’s cur-
rent needs, including those not in-
cluded in the fiscal year 1997 budget
act.

Introduced by the House’s Repub-
lican leadership, HJ.R. 11-5 noted
the government s cash-strapped con-
dition and its inability to**adequately
meet obligations to vendors within a
reasonable time.”

Without a budget enacted for FY
1998, the government is still operat-
ingunderthe FY 1997 budget, which
amounts to $247 million.

Housing loans

Atthesametime, the House adopted
H.J.R. 11-6,whichwould make avail-
able $5 million for the financing of
homestead construction loans.

The joint resolution, which will
also require the approval of 2/3 of the

introduced House Bill 1 1-103, which
proposes the elimination of “‘sunset
provisions” that would reduce tax
revenues.

Notingthatthe CNMIcannolonger
afford to pay the credit, the bill would
also reimpose a tax on the eamed
income credit.

The “sunset provisions” would

have reduced the excise taxes on
cigarettes, liquid fuel, establishments

thatsellalcoholicbeveragesandpoker

and similar amusement machine li-
censes.

. The sunset provision on the poker
machines alone would have meant a
revenue loss of $900,000 a year.

Atthesame time, the House passed

the Senate-version of a bill allowing
mMayors to appoint government retir-
eesloaposition requiring the munici-
pal council’s confirmation.

Introduced by Rota’s lone con-
gressman, AlejoM. MendiolaJr.(R),
House Bill 11-52 now heads to the
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio for his signa-
ture.

Pedro P. Tenorio

Senate’s members, would authorize
the Northern Marianas Housing Corp.
(NMHC) torelease the loans to low-
andmoderate income indigenousresi-
dents.

tions in the past, the Marianas Public
Land Trust (MPLT) was named as
thelenderof the $5 milliontoNMHC.

Introduced by House Ways and
Means Chair Karl T. Reyes (R-Prec.
1, Saipan), the resolution states that
MPLT’s annual interest should not
exceed 6.5 percent, and that NMHC
should thenloanthe funds at arate not
exceeding 9.5 percent.

Adios sunset provisions
DuringFriday’ssession,Reyesalso

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Varioty News Staff
MEMBERS of the business com-
munity and the private sector have
organized themselvestoraise funds
for the continued improvement of
the beachpathway, it was disclosed
over the weekend.

Saipan Chamber of Commerce
presidentJose C. Ayuyu, whoowns
the McDonald’s franchise on the
island, has been elected to chair the
new group.

Ayuyu said concemed citizens
have joined together to form anon-
profitorganizationtohelpthe CNMI
governmentpromote, maintainand
improvethenew Saipanbeachpath-
way.

The group, which called itself
Friends of the Saipan Beach Path-
way, held its organizational meet-
ing last week.

Plans to create the group have
started last year in attempts to assist
the Governor’s Planning Office in
organizing the November grand
opening of the facility.

Ayuyuhasmetanddiscussed the
organization of the new group with
. Gov. PedroP. Tenorio who imme-
diately gave his blessings.

“Because we are a group of pri-
vate citizens and this is a public

New group formed to
raise funds for pathway

" ning to create a plaque installa-

facility, we need the authorization
of the Governor for us to continue
officially being involved with the
pathway,” Ayuyu said.

He added Tenorio hasenthusias-
tically welcomed continued private
sectorinvolvementwithfundraising
andmepaﬂxwayspommbhlpplaque
program,

There are 265 deslgndted loca-
tionsalong the 2.7 mile pathway for
permanent copper and bronze
plaques.

The cost for sponsorships ranges
from$2,5000nsites along the path-
way to $15,000 for lifetime spon-
sorship of the 15 seating areas.

The group has already received
pledges for 13 plaques. Funds
will be used to build an endow-
ment fund for future mainte-
nance and improvement of the
facility.

Two more pledges were made
by two Saipan-based companies.
The group is looking at the pos-
sibilities of creating new spon-
sorship categories that may be
more affordable.

The organization is also plan-

tion event in March or April,
depending on the completion of
the pathway’s phase IL

— Bomb drill on FDM

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE UNITED States Navy con-
ducted a military exercise on
Farallon de Medinillalsland over
the weekend as tension builds in
the US mainland on the Clinton
administration’s plan to bomb
Iraq.

The bomb runs, participated by
fighter planes, conclude today,
said acting Fish and Wildlife Di-

rector Richard Seman.

Seman insisted the exercise,
seen by independent observers as
part of the US government’s sa-
berrattling against Iraq, is a“‘regu-
lar thing.”

The CNMI government had
taken issue over the bomb runs
citing several endangered and
threatened species that have de-
veloped habitat on the island.

Continued on page 22
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Chinese businessman loses
valuables while in detention

failed to contact Robert
Goldberg, AGO lawyer as-
signed to DOLI. Goldberg,
according to  Nancy
Gottfried, another AGO law-
yer working with DOLI, is
handling the case.
Goldberg was assigned to
DOLI last week. He is han-
dling all immigration and de-
portation related cases.
Variety likewise sought
Mark Zachares, acting DOLI
Secretary. However,
Zachares, who has been on
~the post only for barely a

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE HOUSE of Representatives
approved last Friday a bill seek-
ing 1o create a special Financing
Account for the Public School
System that would be used to pay
its loans and otherobligations aris-
ing from capital improvement
projects.

Under the bill, the PSS account
would be filled with $2 million
eachfiscal year—starting 1998—
and the fund transfer would con-
tinue for 10 years.

The proposed fund would be
taken from the general revenues
collected by the CNML

“The transfer required by this
section shall have priority over
disbursements and.allocation of
Commonwealth funds other than
payroll for government employ-
ees,” according to House Bill 11-
77 which now heads to the Sen-

Center in As Lito.

Variety News Staff Zheng, Hill said, was in the
A CHINESEbusinessmanal- Commonwealth “on busi-
legedly lostmore than $1,200  ness.” .
including jewelry and credit “He (Zheng) was booked in,
cards while under the cus-  his belongings were routinely
tody of the Department of  taken. When they released him
Labor and Immigration late  on bail, the belongings were
last year, it was gathered. gone,” said Hill.

The businessman, identi- Hill said DOLI authorities
fied as Cui Zheng, according  are not denying the incident.
to his counsel, Joe Hill, was “They don’t deny that these
arrested on Dec. 3 foralleged  things were lost at the deten-
passport fraud. tion center,” he said.

He was released days later He however refused to di-
but without the $1,200 cash,  vulge more saying the Attor-
a still undetermined amount  ney General’s Office is al-  week now, said he still has
of money in at leasttwo other ~ ready conducting an “internal  to be briefed about the mat-
currencies, his jewelry and  probe” on the matter. ter. '
personal papers, all of which “We have not filed anything DOLI sources said the in-
he turned in after being  yet,” Hill said. cident could have been an
booked at DOLI’s Detention Variety repeatedly tried but  “inside job.”

By Jojo Dass
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House OKs $2M account
for PSS loan payments

ate.
The account is intended for an-

nual payments of loans and other
financing made by PSS.

The bill was approved based on
House Joint Resolution 10-36
which allows PSS to borrow $16
million for the construction of a
new Saipan High School, renova-
tion of dilapidated classrooms and
other capital improvement
projects identified in PSS Seven
Year CIP Plan for 1997-2003.

The resolution allows the gov-
ernment to serve as guarantor for
PSS.

The previous Board of Educa-
tion then chaired by Don Farrell
secured a $8.5 million loan from
the California Financial Services
1o cover the construction of anew
high school to be built in
Koblerville.

Shogun to

‘be put back
in operation

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE tanker that ran aground the
reefs off the harbor mouth of Rota
last year and which had been pro-
posed to be sunk as artificial coral
reef will be rehabilitated by its
owner, it was learned Friday.

Lt.Jerry Hilton, of the US Coast
Guard Marine Safety Detachment
Saipan, said owner Chembridge
Tankers Ltd. would either put it
back into service as a tanker or
convert it into a tank barge.

M/V Shogun was towed to the
Philippines Tuesday last week for
drydock.

It ran aground on Nov. 6 last
year while entering the Rota har-
bor with a load of about 5,500
barrels of petroleum products.

Hilton, who inspected the ves-
sel before it was towed to the
Philippines, said he had been told
that the owner thought scrapping
the vessel, which was at first con-
sidered as athird option, was ruled
outsince the vessel "is worth more
in operation™ than as a scrap.

“The owner thinks that the ves-
sel is still salvageable and can
make money if it is put back in
operation,” Hilton said.

Hilton made a final inspection
two days before Shogun was
towed.

He said all holes had been
patched so there would be no in-
gress of water under the ship.

The tug boat Lady Marianas,
which will also be drydocked in
the Philippines, towed Shogun.

Meanwhile, the Coastal Re-
sources Managementis still await-
ing the report of the US Coast
Guard in Guam on the Nov. 6
incident, specifically the damage
that Shogun caused to the reefs.

The CRM will determine based
on the report the amount of fine it
will impose on Shogun’s owner
or if it will waive the fine.

The CNMI Marine Monitoring
Team, in its official damage as-
sessment report last December,
said the tanker swept off half of
the corals in the impact zone.

Continued on page 22
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Hong Kong

no longer the
best place for
luxury bargains

HONG KONG (AP) —Fancy
a cheaper Rolex watch or dia-
mond ring? Then skip Hong
Kong.

Tourists looking for the least
expensive place to buy luxury
goods should try Taipei, Tai-
wan, and Bangkok, Thailand,
instead, according to a Econo-
mist Intelligence Unit survey
of 11 of the world’s top tour-
ist destinations.

It was the first time Hong
Kong, the former British
colony that returned to China
on July 1, did not top of the
survey's list.

New York was ranked most
expensive, followed by Lon-
don and Tokyo.

The annual survey, commis-
sioned by the Hong Kong
Tourist Association and pub-
lished Friday, compares prices
of 16 luxury goods, including
Rolex watches and video game
systems. Hong Kong had been
ranked the cheapest city since
the first survey in 1992.

The survey showed that a
Rolex costs $4,171 in Hong
Kong, $3,434 in Taipei, and
$6,121 in New York.

A solitaire diamond ring
costs $3,205 in Hong Kong,
compared with $1,723 in
Bangkok.

The latest ranking dealt an-
other blow to the sagging
Hong Kong tourist industry,
which has been deeply hurt by
Asia’s financial crisis and a
bird flu outbreak that claimed
six lives last year.

tiger's face print displayed in a
Hong Kong outdoor market, Fri-
day. Hong Kong, which has re-
cently ushered in the new Chi-
nese Year, the year of the tiger, is
said to have lost its reputation as
a top tourist haven for bargain-
hunters. ae

China can stabilize Asia

SINGAPORE (AP)—Chinacan
help stabilize the financial turmoil
rumbling through Asia if it refrains
fromdevaluing its currency, of-
ficials attending an international
conference said Saturday.

other ways of making its exports
more competitive, Hurd said.

“It doesn’t want to go down the
route of devaluation. There are good
reasons for this Chinese policy, and
I'msure they will seek tomaintainit,”

he said.

Hurd, U.S. Commerce Secretary
William Daley and other officials in
Singapore this week repeatedly de-
clared their confidence in the basic
economic strength of Asia.

Experts atthe Europe-Asia Fo-
rum agreed that China should
not try to gain short-term trade
benefits by devaluing its cur-
rency to compete with its strug-
gling neighbors.

To do so could spark a fresh
cycleof plunging currencies and
diving stock markets, the experts
said,

Sir Douglas Hurd, the retired
British foreign minister who at-
tended the two-day forum, said he
was confident that, after meeting
with Chinese Vice Premier Zhu
Rongji in December, a new round
of economic troubles in Asia “is
unlikely.”

Zhutold him that China can find

.

U.S. Secretary of Co

] r ] mmerce William M. Daley,
presidential residence in Singapore Friday. Daley is
He has been to Japan and Korea prior to arriving in Singapore.  ap

*Those of us who know the re-
gionalittle know thatthese strengths
remain, and therefore we can help
toperhapsremoveexaggeratedpes-
simism about the medium-term
prospects,” Hurd said.

RIS

left, meets Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong at the
wrapping up a three-country fact finding tour of Asia.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.
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India vote enters 2

By Ramola Talwar
BOMBAY,India (AP)—Police
beefed up security in nine states
as Sunday’s second phase of par-
liamentary elections began in a
contest seen as a test of a Hindu
nationalist party’s inroads into
national government.

Police deployed helicopters and
sniffer dogs to detect explosives
in the eastern state of Bihar to
prevent the kind of election vio-

o

Indian women step from their
homes to look at Hindu National-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate C.P. Radhakrishnan
campaign through the streets of
in the southern Indian city of
Coimbatore Saturday. ap

lence that killed 20 people in the
first round of voting on Feb. 16.
Atleast 10otherswere killedelse-
where during the balloting for222
seats in the 545-member lower
house of Parliament.

On Sunday, many of the 20l
million registered voters from
another 183 constituencies are
expected to gotopolls. More than
1,550 candidates are in the fray.

The remaining vote willbe stag-
gered over four days. Counting of
votes begins March 2, and a new
Parliament is expected to be con-
stituted by mid-March.

No party or coalition is likely to
win the 273-seat majority in Par-
liament, according to several opin-
ion polls. But the Hindu national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party could
win the most seats, though not a
majority, polls show.

The favored party suffered a
setback Saturday when it lost con-
trol of India’s largest state, which
sends 85 lawmakerstoParliament.

The BJP-led government was
dismissed in Uttar Pradesh state
aftertwokey allies withdrew sup-
port and joined a grouping of so-
cialists and low-caste parties.

The results of Sunday’s ballot-
ing in parts of anocther state,
Maharashtra, will indicate how
well the BJP ‘has overcome its
reputation as a party of the radical
Hindu right and become a main-
stream party ready to rule the na-
tion.

nd phase

Campa/gn staff for Hindu ationalit Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate C.P. Radhakrishnan receive

the holy flame blessing in a temple before hitting the streets to campaign in the southern Indian city of

Coimbatore Saturday. ar

Six years ago, a mob of Hindu
fanatics emerged from a BIP rally
and tore down an ancient mosque
with crowbars and bare hands in
the holy town of Ayodhya. Nation-
wide riots followed thatkilled some
2,000 people. Bombay was struck
by a wave of bombings that killed
more than 300 people in one day.

But since 1995, when Hindu
parties took over the Bombay-
based state government, there

have been no Hindu-Muslim ri-
ots, though Muslims live in con-
stant anxiety.

Bombay continues to thrive as
the business and financial capital
of India, and the state of
Maharashtra remains India’s
wealthiest.

Half of Maharashtra will vote
Sunday. The rest of Maharashtra,
including this city of 13 million,
willvote in the fourth leg on Feb.

28.

The BIP is even currying Mus-
lim votes, offering to build more
and bigger mosques, and has en-
ticed someMuslims to campaign
for the party.

Muslims comprise about 12
percent of India’s 960 million
people, but in Bombay about one
voter in three is Muslim. In 1995,
their vote was too fragmented to
block the Hindu parties.

Ethnic violence in Pakistan continues
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3 die in shooting, bombing

By Zahid Hussain
KARACH]I, Pakistan (AP) —
Two Iranian construction workers
were gunned down on Saturday in
southern Karachi, Pakistan’s larg-
est city wracked by relentless sec-

. tarian and ethnic killings.

Several hours later a bomb ex-
ploded oitside a Shiite Muslim
mosque in the heart of the city,
killing one person and injuring two.

No one took immediate respon-
sibility for the daylight shooting or
the bombing, which occurred
shortly before midnight, police said.

There was no evidence: to link
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Police officer stands guard the site where two Iranians constructioﬁ

the two incidents, except that both
targeted Shiite Muslims, police
said.

About 200 people were attend-
ing a memorial service for a Shiite
Muslim leader when a bomb
planted outside the mosque gate
exploded, police said. A person
near the gate was killed and two
were injured, although it wasn’t
immediately knownhow seriously.

Policereleased few details about
the shootings. Co-workers said the
two Iranians were taking a break
when at least one motorcycle and a

taxi pulled up and several men

workers were gun down Saturday in southern Karachi, ap

opened fire.

“I saw three men come up to
them and then suddenly I heard
gunfire,” said Mir Mohammed, a
Pakistani laborer. “We thought it
was atire puncture, butthen I looked
and they were lying in blood.”

The men were employed by an
Iranian construction firm that had
been in Pakistan for the past 18
months building an overpass.

150 4WD SUPERCAR
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More than 300 people have been

killedinreligiously motivated vio-
lence in Pakistan in the past year,
although it was not clear whether
that was the motive for Saturday’s
shootings.

Inrecentmonthsthe Pakistani gov-
emment has amrested hundreds of
militant Sunni and Shiite Muslims in
an attempt to curb the bloodletting,

Pakistan, a poor country of 140
million people, is a majority Sunni
Muslim nation, where most people

Starting at

Offer ends February 28, 1998

- First on Saipan!

hold no grudge against their Shiite
brethren. But in the past decade,
several militant groups belonging
to both sects have sprung up.

Thedispute between Sunni Mus-
lims and Shiite Muslims dates to
632 A.D., when the Prophet
Mohammed died without having
clearly designated his successor.
War broke out among various
groups for leadership of the Mus-
lim world.
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Peace talks continue in Iraq

By Robert H. Reid
BAGHDAD, Irag (AP) — A
“rather optimistic™ U.N. chief
Kofi Annan engaged in last-
chance talks with the Iragis Sun-
day and said he expected a pactin

writing that would open suspected
weapons sites and prevent a U.S.
military strike.

Officials from both sides ex-
pressed hope that a formulacould
be found which would satisfy U.N.

PR
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JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman

NORTHERN MARIANAS -
- HOUSING CORPORATION Q

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lieutenant Governor
Jesus R. Sablan, through the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC)
Board of Directors, are serving notice that the regular meeting of the Board,
which recessed on January 21, 1998, will reconvene on Wednesday, February
25,1998 at 11:00 a.m., at the NMHC Conference Room in Garapan, Saipan.
The Agenda follows, and the public is welcomed to attend.

AGENDA
I CALL TO ORDER
. ADOPTION OF MINUTES: December 30, 1997 & January 21, 1998
M. ADOPTION OF AGENDA :
IV. PUBLIC HOUSING
A. Garapan Annex ! & I!
V. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROJECTS
VI. RESIDENTIAL LOAN PROGRAMS

A. MPLT/NMHC $10 million Loan

B. GSLA Loan Purchase Recourse Agreement

C. Loan Processing Procedures

D. Standardize Construction Contract Supplement
E. Low/Moderate Income Limit Etigibility

Vil COMMONWEALTH'S FAIR HOUSING ACT
VilL DIVISION REPORTS

IX. OTHER MATTERS

X. ADJOURNMENT

Note: PL 8-41 allows Executive Sessions which may be called to discuss

AL HOUSING
QPPORTUNITY

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, far right, and Ira

and their respective delegations prior to a meeting at Baghdad

to dissolve the standoff between the United States and Iraq.  ap

Security Council demands for
full access to all suspected weap-
ons sites, while satisfying Iraqi
claims fo national rights.

As the talks adjourned after 2
a.m. Sunday, Iraqi Foreign Min-
ister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf
said the were “going well” and
would resume in several hours.

But it was clear that obstacles
remained. “I think th secretary-
general feels some progress has
been made,” U.N. spokesmAan

Fred Eckhard said. “It’s not done
yet...We’ll try again.”

Annan, who arrived in the Iraqi
capital Friday, said he was hope-
ful he would meet with President
Saddam Hussein later Sunday.
The Iragi agency said Saddam

‘was briefed on the talks, but gave

no details.

A meeting by Annan with the
Iraqi leader would be a sign that
Iraq was prepared to open eight
presidential sites to U.N. weap-
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uty Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, far leff,

q’s Dep !
's Foreign Ministry Saturday in a last attempt
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ons inspectors.

Annan said he expected the Ira-
gis would accept a written agree-
ment, which would then have to
be endorsed by the United States.

“I expect to get a document,”
Annan said after talks Saturday.
“I am rather optimistic.”

The U.N. chief began his offi-
cial meetings at the Iraqi Foreign
Ministry. Half of the three-hour
Saturday moming session was
devoted to a private meeting be-
tween Annan and Deputy Prime
Minister Tariq Aziz.

Afterward, the full delegations
— nine Iragis and eight U.N. of-
ficials — met for another 90 min-
utes at the Foreign Ministry and
then met again for more than three
hours late into the evening. Much
of the time, though, Annan and
Aziz were alone.

Early Sunday morning the two
sides held two more hours of
discussions before adjourning
until late morming.

Before Saturday’s sessions, a
member of the U.N. delegation,
former Algerian Foreign Minis-
ter Lakhdar Brahimi, had said the
situation was “extremely polar-
ized.”

Atissue are Security Council
demands that Iraq allow U.N.
inspectors unrestricted access o
all areas, including the cight
sites Baghdad has placed off-
limits,

The inspectors are seeking 1o
determine if Irag has  complied
with U.N. orders, issued at the
end of the 1991 Persian Gulf
War, to destroy all long-range
missiles and weapons of mass
destruction,

That is the main condition for
lifting crippling economic sanc-
tions that the council imposed in

1990 after Iraq invaded neigh-
boring Kuwauit, touching off the
war.

Iraq says it has complied with
the orders but that the United
States and Britain manipulated
the inspections  to maintain the
sanctions.

The United States, which has
deployed 25,000 troops tothe Gulf
region, has said it will refuse any
deal that it believes undermines
the authority of the U.N. inspec-
tion program.
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By Barry Schweid
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Clinton administration stepped up
preparations to attack Iraq but sig-
naled its interest in a peaceful
settlement Saturday, provided
U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan’s talks in Baghdad pro-
duce unfettered access to arms

“sites.

President Clinton met again
with senior advisers. Afterward,
Sandy Berger, his national secu-
rity adviser, said “U.S. military
preparations are proceeding with-
out regard to these talks” in
Baghdad.

The administrationis confident
Annan is upholding the principle
of open inspection of suspected
stores of biological and chemical
weapons, but the test of the mis-
sion depends on how the prin-
ciple will be spelled out, a senior
official said.

“The devil is in the details,”
said the official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

With Annan hopeful of seeing
President Saddam Hussein on
Sunday after two rounds of talks
Saturday with Deputy Prime Min-
ister Tariq Aziz, the Clinton ad-
ministration had an incomplete
account of what to expect from
the U.N. chief’s mission.

None of the top U.S. officials,
including Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, have spoken
to him since he left for Baghdad

US readies

last week.

“Qur fingers are crossed,” said
the senior official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity. “We are
preparing for the worst and hop-
ing for the best.”

Berger said Annan’s mandate
is to press two fundamental con-

ditions for ending the standoff

over weapons inspections: access
to all sites and total control of the
inspection process by UNSCOM,
the U.N. Special Commission
inspectors.

But, Bergeradded, “There could
be details that would not under-
mine those two objectives that we
would not object to.”

The statement, like one Friday
by- State Department spokesman
James P. Rubin, suggested the
administration is willing to con-
sider variations in the inspection
regime provided two principles
are upheld: U.N. monitors must
have authority to select the sites
and all of them, including
Saddam’s many palaces, can be
searched.

Annan is expected to return
Tuesday to New York *“‘and will
report on what the state of his
discussions are,” Berger said.
“Based upon that report, we will
have to make judgments about
the following steps.”

As Berger spoke toreporters at
the White House, some 3,000 pro-
testers marched to a park across
the street from the White House.

T

National Security Adviser andy Berger answers a
House press briefing room as White House Press

for

guesﬂon during a briefing on Irag aturda y in the Wh/te
ecretary Mike McCurry looks on, left. Berger said the

Clinton administration hopes the U.N. secretary-general’s last-ditch diplomatic mission to Iraqg succeeds, but
“U.S. military preparations are proceeding without regard to these talks.” ap

Opponents of attacking Iraq ha-
rassed Berger, Albright and De-
fense Secretary William Cohen
as they barnstormed Wednesday
at Ohio State University for the
hard U.S. line, and U.N. Ambas-
sador Bill Richardson was forced
off the stage Friday at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota.

*“Clearly whenever there is mili-

tary actionitprovokes and evokes -

strong feelings onthe partof many

people,” Berger said.

The White House spokesman,
Mike McCurry, sounded a note of
pessimism on any prospect of
Saddam doing an about-face and
yielding to U.N. inspectors.

“There continue to be provoca-
tive statements issued from
Baghdad and no indication of a
complet willingness to resolve
this in a peaceful fashion,” he
said.

But Sen.JohnMcCain, R-Ariz.,
a leading hawk on Saddam, said
on CNN's Evans and Novak:
“From a practical standpoint, if
Saddam Hussein accepted what
the president is demanding, then
the American people would not
supportmilitary action,nor would
L

Clinton said several weeks ago
the U.S. goal was to rid Iraq of
weapons of mass destruction.
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CIA releases ‘Bay of Pigs’ report

By Craig Nelson
NEW YORK (AP) —One of the
Cold War’s most secret docu-
ments — the CIA’s scathing in-
ternal investigation into the 1961

Bay of Pigs debacle — is finally
out, and there is little wonder why
the spy agency has guarded it so
jealously.

The 150-page report, released
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presentation skills.

P.0. Box 137 C.K.
\Saipan, MP 96950

As a professional Human Resources Representative,
this position will perform numerous duties and provide
support to J.C. Tenorio and its 600 + employees to

» Recruiting, screening, and hiring employees

« Reviewing empleyce periormance evaluatiens for
completeness and appropriateness

 Reviewing Health Claims

 Helping create and establish pesitive Human

< Administering and maintaining guest workofs and

The ideal candidate is degreed preferably in Human
Resources with 1-2 years Human Resources experience.
Computer proficient and self motivated with
unquestionable inte rity and desire to see others and

. Extremely organized and detalil
oriented. Excellent written, verbal and professional

If you have some Human Resources experience and are
seeking more development for your Human Resources
career, send your resume to:

J.C. TENORIO ENTERPRISES, INC.

c/o Human Resources Department/HRS

'Bakery Operations
- Manager

J.C. Tenorio Enterprises Inc., a company that places its
customers and employees first, is seeking an individual
to manage and direct the production, marketing and
distribution of bakery products. College degree desired
preferably in Business or Food Service. Two (2) years

management experience. Professional presentation and

customer service apé)roach required.
. Competitive Compensation

experience require

ome computer

package. For confidential consideration, please submit
your resume along with salary requirements and history

to:

).G. Tenorio Enterprises, inc.

Human Resources Department/BOM

. P.O. Box 137 CK
Saipan M.P. 96950
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J.C. TENORI ET. INC., a leader in the Saipa.
community, is committed to providing excellence in

customer and employee satisfaction. We are currently
seeking qualified candidates for the following

FULL TIME SUPERVISORS

» Minimum high school graduate

» 1-2 yrs. experience preferred

* Must be reliable/flexible

» Customer service oriented

» Excellent communication skills

« Highly motivated/good work ethics.

EXCELLENT BENEFITS AND COMPETITIVE SALARIES.
iF INTERESTED, PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON AT THE
J.C. TENORIO ENTERPRISES, INC.
HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE LOCATED ON THE 2ND FLR. OF
JOETEN SHOPPING CENTER, SUSUPE
» NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE »

(Local Fine Outy)

publicly on Sunday aftersitting in
the CIA director’s safe for more
than three decades, blamed the
disastrous attempt to oust Fidel
Castro not on President John F.
Kennedy’s failure to call in air
strikes, but on the agency itself.

The CIA’s ignorance, incom-
petence, as well at its arrogance
toward the 1,400 Cuban exiles it
trained and equipped to mount
the invasion, was responsible for
the fiasco, the report said.

“The choice was between re-
treat without honor and gamble
between ignominious defeat and
dubious victory. The agency chose
to gamble, at rapidly decreasing
odds,” the report said. .

The document criticized almost
every aspect of the CIA’s han-
dling of the invasion: misinform-
ing Kennedy administration offi-
cials, planning poorly, using faulty
intelligence and conducting an
overt military operation beyond
““‘agency responsibility as well as
agency capability.”

Few of the CIA personnel help-
ing train the exiles for the inva-
sion spoke Spanish, yet “the
agency reduced the exiled leaders

to the status of puppets.”

Despite U.S. news articles link-
ing the United States with a plan
to invade Cuba, the project went
forward under the “pathetic illu-
sion” of deniability, the report
said.

Castro’s forces easily tumed
back the April 1961 assault atthe
Bay of Pigs, killing 200 rebel
soldiers and capturing 1,197 oth-
ers, who were later tumed over to
U.S. authorities.

The fiasco at the swampy, mos-
quito-ridden inlet on on Cuba’s
southern coast was a watershed
for the CIA, puncturing the air of
invincibility it had acquired with
its successes in helping topple
Iran’s president in 1953 and
Guatemala’s leader in 1954.

It was alsoamajor foreignpolicy
disaster for the Kennedy adminis-
tration, tarnishing its “Camelot”
sheen and frustrating its young
president. Yet it also hardened his
determination to get rid of Castro,
evident in subsequent assassina-
tion plots that became subject of
congressional investigations.

CIA officials and Cuban exiles
believed Kennedy’s failure to ap-

prove air strikes to back up the
seaborne invadersdoomed theplan.

But the report, by CIA Inspector
General LymanKirkpatrick, placed
the blamed directly on CIA lead-
ers, saying they had “failed to
advise the president, at an appro-
priate time, that success had be-
come dubious and to recommend
that the operation therefore be can-
celed.”

The report so outraged CIA offi-
cials that all but one of the 20
copies produced was destroyed.

CIA officials feared that if the
document leaked, it could provoke
crippling public criticism of the
agency. “In unfriendly hands, it
can become a weapon unjustifi-
ably (used) to attack the entire mis-
sion, organization, and function-
ing of the agency,” CIA deputy
director C.P. Cabell wrote ina Dec.
15, 1961, memorandum.

The sole remaining copy of the
report remained in the CIA
director’s safe until last week,
when it was released in response
to a Freedom of Information Act
request by the National Security
Archive, a non-profit group in
Washington.

By Michael Fleeman
LAS VEGAS (AP)—Biologi-
cal material suspected-of being
deadly anthrax turned out to be
a safe form of the bacteria used
in animal vaccines while one of
the two men arrested in the case
was released from jail Satur-
day.

“1 absolutely have no hard
feelings,” a visibly shaken Wil-
liam Leavitt Jr. said at a news
conference, calling the circum-
stancesthatled tohisarrest ‘‘mis-
understandings and probably
some miscommunication.”

The FBIinsisted Saturday that
arresting the men on biological
weapons charges was necessary
to protect the public. The men
were arrested Wednesday out-
side a medical clinic on the
outskirts of Las Vegas after a
tipster told them they planned
to test deadly anthrax bacteria.

“Because of the potential se-
rious threat to the community,
our actions had to be quick and
decisive,” said Bobby Siller,
special agent in charge of the
FBT's Las Vegas office. “We
had to act the way we did.”

Underan agreementhis attor-
ney reached with prosecutors,
Leavitt will be allowed to re-
main free on his own recogni-
zance while authorities deter-
mine whether to drop charges.

The other man, Larry Wayne
Harris of Lancaster, Ohio, whois
on probation for an earlier con-
viction, remained in jail and was
scheduled toappearincourt Mon-
day for a detention hearing.

The anthrax material, tested
at an Army laboratory at Fort
Detrick, Md., was found by FBI
agents Wednesday during the
arrests of Leavitt and Harris.

Both men were charged with
conspiracy to possess and pos-

session of a biological agent for -

FBI: Seized anthrax non-lethal

use as a weapon. Tests showed
the material was not military-
grade anthrax, which is potent
enoughtokill thousands of people.

“Legally, this means their case
goes down the toilet,” said
Lamond Mills, Leavitt’s lawyer.
“Iwould expect the U.S. attorney
to drop the charges.

“Let themnow ‘fess up and say
it was a mistake,” he said.

Milissaid adeal todropcharges
against Leavitt, 47, would require
him to promise to stop some of his
laboratory work.

“The past few days have been
the harderstdays of my life,” said
Leavitt, amedical researcher, cry-
ing as he hugged his wife, daugh-
ter and mother.

“T love and respect the United
States of America and the prin-
ciples for which it stands,” he said
in a wavering voice. “I under-
stand what happened and I under-
stand the position the FBI took
based upon the information they
received. I absolutely have nohard
feelings and have the greatest love
and respect for the freedoms
which this country has for all.”

Siller declined to explain why
charges would not be dropped
immediately. He defended the
FBI's investigation, which was
based on the informant’s tip and
statements made by the suspects,
and said it would have been *“irre-
sponsible” not to follow uponthe
allegation.

Leavitt and Harris had, them-
selves, portrayed the material as
dangerous military-grade anthrax,
Siller said.

Agents also seized other bio-
logical material in Ohio from

houses owned by Harris, a former
Aryan Nations member. That
material was still being tested at
Fort Detrick, and those tests will
notbe completed before Monday.

A message left at the federal -

public defender office, which is
representing Harris, was not
immediately returned.

Harris, 46, pleaded guilty in
1995 to wire fraud after his ar-
rest for obtaining three vials of
freeze-dried bubonic plague
bacteria through the mail. He
was put on 18 months of proba-
tion. :

Even if the biological weap-
ons charge is dropped, Harris
couldstill face penalties for vio-
lating probation.

Harris and Leavitt were tumed
in by Ronald Rockwell, whom
the FBI portrayed as a “citizen
performing hiscivicduty.” Mills
called Rockwell a twice-con-
victed extortionist and scam
artist who went to the FBI when
a business deal turned sour,

Rockwell, a Las Vegas resi-
dent, said in media interviews
he was scared when Leavitt and
Harris, who were interested in
what he portrayed as his dis-
ease-fighting machine, said they
had the deadly bacteria.

Leavitt and Harris were ar-
rested outside a medical office
in Henderson, Nev.

The case frightened many
around the country, especially
near Las Vegas, People flooded
talk-radio shows asking about
evacuation plans, the symptoms
of anthrax and the safety of the
region’s water supply. Surplus
stores sold out of stocks of gas
masks. The arrests came as the
United States was considering
military action against Iraq for
harboring biological weapons,

Five days before the arrests,
Rockwell and Leavitt appeared
for two hours on a local radio
show to talk about how they
planned to test biological agents
being brought to Las Vegas by
Harris, according to a tape of

the show reviewed Saturday.
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Samper may step down

By JAVIER BAENA
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) —
President Ernesto Samper has
suggested. that he might step
down early if it would mean
improved relations with the
United States.

President Bill Clinton’s ad-
ministration has badly stigma-
tized the Colombian president
over his alleged acceptance of
cash from Cali cartel drug lords.

“If my leaving office contrib-
utes to improved relations with
the United States and if the real-
ity of Colombia’s achievements
these past three years against
drug trafficking were truly un-
derstood, I would be prepared
to make that contribution,”
Samper said Saturday in the port
of Barranquillain a speech made
available by his press office.

Samper, whose term ends
Aug. 7, is constitutionally
barred from seeking a second
consecutive one. His
remarks were made in defend-
ing his nation’s efforts against
the drug trade. Colombia is the
world’s No. | cocaine produc-
tion country.

Samper did not mention any

-Child, 8, charged

~with attempted -
.murder for pouring
poisonin drink - -

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Police charged an 8-year-old
girl with attempted murder for
allegedly pouring poison into
her great-grandmother’s drink
because the two of them didn’t
get along.

“The investigation indicates
it was purposely done,” po-
lice Detective Steve Eppert
said. “I guess you could call it
a personality conflict.”

The girl, who remains in her
mother’s custody, pleaded in-
nocent Friday and a pretrial
hearing is scheduled Wednes-
day.

Eppert identified her as
Karen Martocchio of Colum-
bus.

She was accused of pouring
wintergreen oil into 76-ycar-
old Virginia Dozier’s soft
drink Wednesday at the home
they share with other family
members.

Wintergreen oil is com-
monly used in small amounts
as flavoring in foods and is
primarily made from methyl
salicylate.

Two tablespoons of methyl
salicylate is considered a le-
thal dose for an adult, phar-
macist Dianne Buckio said.

Dozicr, who was in critical
condition Wednesday, was
released from the hospital Fri-
day.

If the girl is convicted, the
juvenile court would decide
her punishment. A convicted
juvenile offender is usually
committed to the Ohio Depart-
ment of Youth Services.

However, the system does
not accept children under 12.

date for an early exit and indi-
cated his offer would be an
empty gesture because drug traf-
ficking was a problem before

his tenure.

“What [ don’t accept is that
people think drug trafficking
only began with me in the presi-

i

A girl looks at a Colombian soldier while walking with her grandm

other

on the streets of Puerto Asis, south of Bogota, Colombia. Silence and

fear rule this southern city with a thriving ¢

i
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ocaine trade. ap

A Do

dency,” said Samper, who was
in Barranquilla for carnival.

A highly partisan Congress
cleared Samper in June 1996 of
soliciting dlrs 6.1 millionin Cali
cartel contributions during his
1994 campaign.

The United States, convinced
of his guilt, stripped him of his
U.S. tourist visa and denied Co-
lombiacertification fortwoyears
in a row as an ally in the war on
drugs — costing it millions in aid
and causing it much international
embarrassment.

Under Samper, Colombia has
jailed the top leaders of the Cali
cartel and its anti-narcotics police
last week destroyed more coca
crops, cocaine’s raw material, than
any country ever in a single year.

This year's certification deci-
sion is to be announced next Fri-
day in Washington. Some Co-

fombian media have speculated
that Samper’s early exit could
bring a positive result.

Opposition leaders said they
doubted Samper was serious, re-
calling previous statements in
which he insisted he would gov-
ernto the final minute of his term.

“Idon’tbelieve a thing he says.
He’s not going to leave,” said
retired Gen. Harold Bedoya, who
launched his presidential cam-
paign last year, the same week
Samper fired him as armed forces
commander. “It’s too late to re-
sign. The damage he caused tothe
countryisalready done,” Bedoya
said in an interview with
Radionet radio.

“This is another Samper
smokescreen,” said Jaime Arias
Ramirez, former president of the
main opposition Conservative

party.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health.




20-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-MONDAY- FEBRUARY 23, 1998

IBeparment of uhlic Works
Office of the Secretary of Public Borks

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
DPW9S8-RIP-009
FEBRUARY 13, 1998

| Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Department of Public Works
and in conjunction with the Mayor of Rota, are soliciting sealed proposals for the Roadway Paving
and Drainage Improvements on the island of Rota, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Selected existing roadways will be improved with 2 inch thick Asphaltic concrete paving and drainage
improvements. The successful proposer will be responsible for supplying all materials, labor, equipment
and tools necessary to pave 3.2 miles of roadway to include drainage improvements.

The Department of Public Works has prepared a Scope of Work to be used in evaluating proposals |

3 and comparing costs. The Scope of Work is available at the DPW Technical Services Division, Lower
Base, Saipan, on or after Wednesday, February 18, 1998,

The Proposals will be evaluated by a DPW Evaluation Committee and a selection will be made based
on the following criteria:

1. Experience on similar projects (20%)
2. Time frame for completion of the work (30%)
3. Price (50%)

' Proposals must be marked “DPW98-RFP-009". One (1) original and three (2) copies of proposals
| must be submitted to the Office of the Director, Division of Procurement & Supply, Lower Base,
§ Saipan, MP 96950 no later than 4:00 p.m. local time, Monday, March 2, 1998.

§ All responses to this RFP should include any and all taxes that will be charged to the proposer
| awarded a contract for the project, including excise taxes.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any imperfections in
§ any proposals if, in its opinion to do so, would be in the government's best interest. All proposals
B shall become the property of the CNMI Government.

§ /s/STEPHEN P. LEMIEUX
kB Acting Secretary of Public Works

/s/HERMAN S. SABLAN
Acting Director, Procurement & Supply

Fot
N
The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC}, represented by Mr.
Juan 8. Tenorio, Chairman, and the Department of Public Works are soliciting sealed proposals for
the Installation of Lighting of the Baseball Field in Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. Proposals in duplicate, will be accepted at the NMHC Central Office in Garapan,
Saipan until 2:00 p.m., local time, March 16, 1998, at which time and place.all proposals will be
opened and read aloud. Any proposals received after the above time will not be accepted under
any circumstances.

NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING cORPOHATION@
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS cotnreame

OPPORTUNITY

Abond of 15% of the total bid price must accompany the proposal. This security may be Certified
Check, Cashier's Check, or Bid Bond, made payable to the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation.

The proposer is required to submit with the proposal: 1) a copy of a current CNMi-issued business
license; 2) updated financial statement; 3) listing of existing and past projects including completion
dates; 4) certification of tax compliance from the Department of Revenue and Taxation; 5) written
confirmation from a reputable bonding firm as to the company's capability to obtain bond insurance
and performance and payment bond; 6) copy of Builder's Risk and Workmen’s Compensation
coverage; 7) listing of manpower with copies of CNMI-issued work permits; and 8) listing of
equipments.

Pians and Specifications of the project are available from the Technical Services Division, Department
of Public Works, Saipan, on or after February 25, 1998. A non-refundable payment of $150.00 is
required for each set; payment made payable to the NMHC. The Pre-Proposal Conference for this
project will be held at 10:00 a.m., March 10, 1998 at the NMHC Conference Room.

Attention is called to Section 3 of the Housing and Community Devetopment Act of 1968 which
requires the provision of training and employment, and the awarding of contract for work on the
project, to low income project area residents and business concerns. NMHC also notifies proposers
that it will affirmatively ensure that, in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement,
minority and women's business enterprises will be accorded full opportunity to submit bids in response
1o this RFP.

Attention is further called to the Labor Standards Provision for Wage Rate Determination of the
Commonwealth, Classification and Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum
salaries and wages as set forth in the Contract Document, must be paid on this project.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any imperfections in
the said proposals, if in its sole opinion, to do so would be in the government's best interest. All
proposals shall become the property of the Commonwealth Government.

/sl JUAN S. TENORIO February 13, 1998
Chairman of the Board Date
Northern Marianas Housing Corporation

/s/ JOHN B. CEPEDA
Acting Secretary of Public Works

February 17, 1998

/s/ HERMAN SABLAN
Acting Director, Procurement & Supply

February 17, 1998

5 people die in Calif.
motor home crash

BARSTOW, Calif. (AP) — The
five couples — all members of
the same family — had just fin-
ished a Valentine’s cruise to
Mexico and agreed to drive the
motor home in shifts back to Utah
to avoid getting road weary.

But as some played Scrabble in
the back, the driver apparently
fell asleep, crashing and killing
five people, authorities said. Five
others were injured, and three of
them remained in critical condi-
tion Saturday, hospital officials
said.

The accident occurred Friday
afternoon when the motor home
drifted into the median of Inter-
state 15 in the Mojave Desert,
about 120 miles northeast of Los
Angeles, and hit an emergency
crossover road.

The chassis became embedded
in the 10-foot-high crossover,
while the passenger compartment
separated, flipping up and over
the crossover lane.

The motor home was owned by

Clemont Atwood, 75, and riding
with him were his wife, their son
and three daughters and their
children’s spouses. They had all
been on a cruise to Mexico that
left Los Angeles on Valentine’s
Day.

Atwood and his wife, Marcella,
of Hurricane, Utah, were among
the dead. Also killed were the
driver, Joseph Jewkes Jr., 68, and
his wife Karen of Sandy, Utah,
and Cleora Clark, 50, of Price
Utah.

Three others were in critical
condition Saturday at hospitalsin
the area, one passenger was in
stable condition and another was
released after treatment of minor
injuries.

“Taking a vacation together
they would consider and when
they saw a good deal on cruise
tickets they jumped at the
chance,” said Leon Davis,
bishop of the family’s ward of
the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.

President Clinton is applauded after signing the Patients Bill of Rights
during a ceremony at the Holiday Park Multiservice Senior Center in
Wheaton, Md. Friday. Vice President Al Gore, left; Chris Jennings,
assistant to the president for health care, second from left; Rep.
Fortney Stark, D-Calif., and Rep. Connie Morella, R-Md., right, ap-

plaud. ap

IRONTON, Mo. (AP) — A Mis-
souri man has been accused of
burning down his house with an
exhumed corpse inside to fake his
own death and avoid a trial on
weapons charges.

Rocky Griffith, 45, of Ironton,
was arrested at his mother’s house
in Tennessee’s Hancock County
and was expected to be returned
to Missouri on Sunday, Iron
County Sheriff Robert Trotter
said.

Police said Griffith dug up the
corpse of aman about his own age
and droveithome inhis truck Jan.
29. Hessetfire to his house and left
a suicide note in his van, Trotter

Man faked death to avoid trial

said.

“I figured that nobody would
set fire to a home and let it burn
around him,” Trotter said. “Ididn’t
find a gun with the bones.”

Shortly after the fire, members of
an Iron County church noticed thata
grave had been disturbed. Investiga-
tors dug up the grave and discovered
that the body was missing,

“I think he thought he would
get away with i,” Trotter said.
“But me, even a dumb country
sheriff, I figured it out.”

Griffith faces charges of dis-
turbing a grave, abandoning a
corpse, arson and flight to avoid
to prosecution.
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Lewinsky wants privacy

By Sandra Sobieraj
WASHINGTON (AP)—Monica
Lewinsky, advised by police and
her attorneys against an aftermoon
stroll, appealed through a friend
Saturday for “a little bit of room
just like Mr. Starr and Mr. Clinton
gel.”

Despite protests from an associ-
ate that she was avirtual prisoner of
circumsance, Ms. Lewinsky did
manage to slip out for dinner — in
a private dining room — Saturday
evening atasteakhouse afew blocks
from the White House.

While the young woman at the
centerofthe White House firestorm
craved freedom, White House offi-
cials signaled alarm over a pub-
lished report in which President
Clinton’slong-timefriend, Vernon
Jordan, appeared to be distancing
himself from the president.

Whitewater independent Ken-

o

neth Starr’s investigation of
whether Jordan and Clinton con-
spired to cover up the president’s
alleged affair with Ms. Lewinsky,
24, has put the former White House
intern under intense scrutiny by
prosecutors and the news media.
While in Washington, she hasbeen
confined to shuttling — under the
watchful eye of staked-out news
crews, her lawyers’ offices and her
mother’s apartment in the
Watergate complex.

On Saturday, she had hoped to
take a walk in downtown Wash-
ington for coffee and maybe some
window-shopping along Connecti-

-cut Avenue, but her attorneys said

no after a deluge of calls from
media outlets and District of Co-
lumbia police.

“She just wanted to walk outside
and somehow it spread like wild-
fire. The police picked up rumors

President Clinton, Dept. of Health and Human Services ecretay Donna Shalala, left, Peggy Hamburg,

Monica Lewinsky
and wanted to know where she’d
be walking, whether there would
be crowd control,” said a close
adviser in daily contact with Ms.
Lewinsky:

“She’s not hiding from the me-
dia, but she does want to have
some degree of privacy. We would
like her to have alittle bit of room

just like Mr., Starr and Mr. Clinton
get. They have room to move
around, don’t they?”

The adviser commented on con-
dition of not being identified by
name.

It was hours later when the former
intern showed up at dinner with
lawyer William Ginsburg. Another
attomey knowledgeable of Ms.
Lewinsky’s legal strategy said her
testimony before Starr’s grand jury
remained uncertain but was not
expected this week.

Ginsburg wants Ms. Lewinsky
to testify to the grand jury only in
exchange for immunity from pros-
ecution.

Jordan, the president’sclose con-
fidant and friend, also has been
subpoenaed by Starr. But Jordan
has yet to appear before the grand
jury to explain why he met several
times with Ms. Lewinsky and

helped het find a job after she was
named a possible witness in the
PaulaJones sexual harassment law-
suit against Clinton.

The New York Times, citing an
unnamed lawyer who knows
Jordan’s version of the story, re-
ported in Saturday’s editions that
Jordan kept Clinton personally in-
formed of the help being given to
Ms. Lewinsky, and has since com-
plained to associates that neither
the president nor his attomeys on
the Jones case told him Ms.
Lewinsky could become a witness.

After learning that she was sub-
poenaed by Mrs. Jones’ lawyers,
Jordan confronted Clinton and was
assured that he “never, no way”
had a sexual relationship with Ms.
Lewinsky, the Times reported.

William G. Hundley, did not re-
turn a message left at his office
Saturday.

Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation at HHS, and newly confirmed Surgeon General Dr. David
Satcher, right, joke with photographers in the Oval Office of the White House after Clinton’s weekly radio
address Saturday. During the address Clinton announced a new racial and ethnic disparities initiative that
seeks improve health care for all Americans by the year 2010. ap
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Saipan Cellular & Paging is now located at its
new location: Gualo Rai Commercial Center
Main Building Gualo Rai, Middle Road, Saipan

Come see our new store!
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== SAIPAN CELLULAR & PAGING
= = The Choice is Clear.

TEL: 235-PAGE (7243) « FAX 235-7640
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By Verena Dobnik
NEW YORK (AP) — Civil
rights pioneer Julian Bond on
Saturday was made chairman of
the NAACP, saying he hoped to
have the organization become a
leading voice on all issues of
race.

Bond, 58, a former Georgla
legislator, is a history professor
in Washington, a frequent radio
and television commentator and
chairman of the NAACP’s pub-
lication Crisis Magazine.

“It is a daunting responsibil-
ity,” Bond told members meeting

NAACP elects Bond chairman

J()/in Bond
at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Man-
hattan following the 29-24 vote. |
“T want make sure the NAACP
voice is heard wherever race is

discussed,” he said.

“Colored people come in all
colors,” he said. *“We want to
reach out to emerging Ameri-
cans, Hispanits, Latinos, Na-
tive - Americans, Asians and
white Americans.”

Bond, who teaches history at
American University in Wash-
ington and at the University of
Virginia at Charlottesville, had
joined the “field of five -other
candidates on Tuesday because
he *“‘got a number of calls from
board members urging me to

”"

nn.

QE2.

Continued from page 3

ship™ into a hotel.

The bond offering is expected
to be underwritten by any of the
following major investment
banks: Donaldson, Lufkin &
Jenrette, Credit Swisse or First
Boston.

In addition, Cunard will clean
up the Puerto Rico dump—which
would have cost the CNMI $25
million—and will give the Com-

ing program.

Disadvantaged).

monwealth a 15 percent stake ina
new local corporation, Saipan
Convention Center, Inc.

In return, the CNMI will be
asked to guarantee the $5.5 mil-
lion interest payments for the
bonds for the next 10 years, or a
total of $55 million.

But this needs the approval
of the Commonwealth Devel-
opment Authority (CDA),
which is now reviewing the
project proposal.

To guarantee the interest pay-
ments, the Legislature will pass a

"PUBLIC

bill that would place the occu-
pancy tax from the operation of
the project into anescrow reserve,
the Variety learned.

In this way, the CNMI govern-
ment will riot be “‘hard pressed”
financially.

The proposed MOA also in-
volves granting SeaTel exclusive
righttodevelopaconvention cen-
ter on the dump site area for 10
years.

SeaTel wants to lease 10 hect-
ares of beachfront property in the
area.

NOTICE

3umme¢ Nad

This is to inform all High School Students that the Governor’s JTPA Office is
soliciting one hundred (100) applicants for the youth vacation employment train-

Given the critical need of establishing work experiences for Students exiting
the school system, priority consideration will be accorded to High School Stu-
dents ages 16 & up, who are below the poverty income guideline (Economically

However,; depending on the availability of local funding, the program may ac-
commodate those students who are considered high income (within the same
age range) to fulfill the 100 slots.

Deadline for submission is Friday, February 27, 1998. No application will be
accepted after the established date.

Ali students on Green Track are encouraged to visit the JTPA Office located
directly across CUC, or Contact Mrs. Gina S. Wesley or Mr. Martin C. Pangelinan
at 664-1700/4 For more information.

Respectfully,

/SI Felix R. Nogis
JTPA Executive Director

xc: Public Information Officer

Why the. ..

Continued from page 8

tant to call at Saipan with cargo
because they had to return empty.

The exports of the garment indus-
try, benefiting from Headnote 3 (a),
helped convince the carriers that they
could obtain a return cargo. This had
theeffect of reducing inbound freight
rates on imported commodities.

Additionally, it aided in the diver-
sification of the economy and pro-
vided a market for the lease of locally
owned land.

The CNMIneeds the revenue gen-
erated by the garment industry and
further needs the economic diversifi-
cation the garment industry provides
an economy dominated by the tour-
ism sector and its almost entirely
single market orientation, (Japan).

The continued benefitof Headnote
3 (a) is essential if the CNMI is to
developlightmanufacturingendeav-
ors such as: pharmaceuticals, bags
and luggage, small electrical compo-
nents, soap and detergents, sporting
goods, toys, jewelry and several other
products.

Noareashould be dependent upon
one or two major sectors within its
economy for its existence and this is
true of the islands of Saipan, Tinian

@tfu:e uf the Yob OIrammg iBartnerzbtp Act
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and Rota.

There are now those within the U.
S. Government that would renege on
this contractual promise which is the
only tool by which the Common-
wealth can diversify an otherwise
tourism based economy.

As an individual who has, spent
more than 27 years involved in the
process of development within these
far flung islands, T have yetto meeta
single Washingtonbasedofficial,one
responsible for making policy effect-
ing theCommonwealth, thathas spent
a total time in the islands exceeding
30 days.

A little history never hurt anyone -
but experience is a better teacher.
There is an old adage, *“good judg-
ment comes from experience - expe-
rience comes from bad judgment.”

Andexperience being whatit s - it
very often is a costly process. Let’s

hope that the price we may have to-

pay for the experience gained by
Washington will not be too costly
when, and if, the Commonwealth’s
duty free access tothe U. S. market is
withdrawn.

Shogun. . .

Continued from page 12

Susan Burr, of the Division of
Environmental Quality, whoprepared
the report, had told the Variety in a
past interview: ““The reef in the im-
pact zone may never be the same
again.”

Aweek before the vessel wastowed

tothe Philippines, the Rotamunicipal

officialshad expressedinterest intak-
ing the offer of donation of the vessel
by its owner.

The ship would have been sunk as
“dive attraction.” The municipality
would also have acquired the vessel
equipmentandothersalvageableparts
that were worth many hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

Bomb.

Continued from page 11

“Unfortunately,” said Seman,
“the US military needs to conduct
their activity in the best interest of
national defense.”

Seman said a comprehensive im-
pactassessmentislikewise being done
by the US Navy to minimize adverse
effects the bomb runs could cause on
the bird species.

The assessment, he said, is being
done upon recommendation of the
US Fish and Wildlife Service.

“This study that they (US Navy)
are doing will be used for their guid-
ance in the next operation,” said
Seman.

“Before, they were doing minor
study. When this (comprehensive)
study is completed, it will tell them
how they should focus their activitiy
inthe future. Their goalisto minimize
the impact,” he added.

Seman said itis “good” for the US
Navy to conduct the study as the
CNMI government wants to see the
current status of their exercises.

Roy |.IIIB Alegl'e

Feb. 23, 1998
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Corporate . . .

Continued from page 1

president, has been working
closely withthe Commonwealth’s
business community since 1978
when he started as acting director of
the Department of Commerce and
Labor.

He said the Northem Marianas’
economy could be compared to a
boxer whohas just received right and
left hook, followed by an upper cut.

*...once down and almost knocked
out, the opponent bites his ear,” he
added. )

Ayuyu said Saipan businessmen
may continue business and take mar-
ketrisksalone,shutdown,orresortto
mergers or acquisitions to combine
resources withanotherfirmandeven-
tually weather the economic turmoil.

Every industry, which has a dis-
tinctive market structure, will scout
for its own way of coping with the

pmch And the present economic
crisis had made conditions ready for
consolidation.

Mergers are expected to generate
value which should enhance the per-
formance ofthecompany. Dr.Rogelio
Paglomutan, associate professor of
finance and economics at the Univer-
sity of the Philippines, has said merg-
ers should provide a synergy of op-
erations “financially and technologi-
cally.”

Ayuyu said there are more good
than negative things about a merger,
which takes place when two or more
compunies are poised at achieving
the same goals through the same
market.

“By consolidating into one, com-
panies can combine resources than
wasting a lot of them competing
against each other. Merger between
companies, especially if they domi-
nate the market will result in probably
amore efficient economy,” he said.

Paglomutan said the risks attached
to a merger, both market risks and
firm-specific risks, weigh down the
merits of the acquisition, though he
added that if a fim is saddled with
specific risks, merging could pose
more constraints and additional risks.

Unless a company has good pros-
pects, it is not feasible to merge with
itall. Onthe otherhand, if a company
has good prospectsonitsown, itisnot
likely to agree to merge withanother,
according to the professor.

Oceania Insurance president Ryan
Sefiane said believesthere arc always
risks in mergers, though he admitted
consolidation will benefit both the
companies and the consumers.

*The thing with mergers or acqui-
sitions, these do notonly improve the
bottomline, orthese donotonly show
substantial or good financial state-
ment and a secured company but
benefit the consumers as well,”
Sefiane said.

He explained that the consumers
willbenefitsince combiningresources
of two different companies would
meanadditional moneytoserve them.

“We could be working together to
reach our goals in the way business
must be conducted. Two heads are
better thant one, right?” he added.

Sefiane stressed that consumers
could justimagine how much benefit
they will get when two companies
with different specialties and facili-
tiesmerge togetherand comeup with
their respective plans.

Mergers, according tohim, are very
healthy especially in the insurance
and financial industries. It has al-

ways been a positive thing since it
gives birth to a more financially-
strong company.”
Monopoly

“Itis good, in one form or another,
it is good,” quipped Bank of Saipan
chief executive officer Tomas B.
Aldan.

But Aldan said mergers could also
resulttoamonopoly especially when

all the players in a particular sector

merge together, leaving no room for
competition.

He cited the death of the open
market principle in the television
broadcasting industry when the
MarianasCable Visionand the Saipan
Cable merged together late last year.

*“That should be prohibited here in
the Commonwealth because it kills
competition, and without competi-
tion, you cannothave a healthy envi-
ronment,” he explained.

Aldan stressed that mergers are
good when it happens between a
bigger and a smaller companies “but
whentwobigfirmsconsolidate, that’s
already a monopoly.™

Ayuyusharedthe same views, say-
ing that mergers could make one big
giant company which can dictate
prices on the market, leaving the con-
sumers at the losing end since there
will be no other place to go to com-
pare prices with.

And while Sefiane agrees that
merger is a monopolistic idea, he
maintained that a monopoly arising
out of acquisition or consolidation.

**No one company can just get all
the other companies together,” he
said, adding that the MCV and the
Saipan Cable consolidation must be
an exception since there were only
two-of them in the industry.

“It'snotevenamerger. Itismore of
a buy-out and it is a negative buy-
out,” Sefiane said.

Thereisnolong history of mergers
in the Northern Marianas. In fact,
there are only three prominent con-
solidations or outright purchases that
generated public interest and discus-
sions.

Continental-UMDA

Otherthanthe MCV-SaipanCable
consolidation, the Continental Air-
lines’ buy-outof United Micronesian
Development  Association’s
(UMDA 's) shares of stocks in Conti-
nental Micronesiacould be one of the
few acquisitions recorded in the
CNML

WalterDias,Continental vice presi-
dent for sales and promotion, said
there has beennomergerbetweenthe
airline firm and UMDA, since it was
Continental which managed the car-
rier for 30 years.

Dias explained that UMDA held

only nine percent of total Continental
shares, while the 91 percent belonged
to the airline company, though
UMDA had a representative in the
carrier’s board of directors.

He said Continental management
decided to buy back UMDA’s nine
percent shares in August last year
because of two reasons. First was
since Larry Hillblomdied, there were
problems on who will own his shares
of stocks and other estates.

Secondly, UMDA wanted to get
some liquid assets,and it pointed out
tothe airline stocks as the mostliquid,
considering that most of its assets are
hooked on the cable television indus-
uy.

Dias said the buy-out did not affect
the airline’s operations since Conti-
nental has always owned 91 percent
of the company and thatthe change in
ownership of the stocks had no bear-
ing on the management.

Only real merger

The only real merger that occurred
in the Marianas happened between
PacifiCare Health Systems Inc. and
the Family Health Program February
last vear, where over $2 billion in
additional investments were infused.

Dan Koon, PacifiCare Asia-Pa-
cific Plan President, said the acquisi-
tion is expected to improve health
care services both in Guam and in the

Northern Marianas. The merging
between FHP and the PacifiCare has
made the insurance firm the nation’s
fifth largest managed care company
and one of the targest Medicare risk
contractors,

FHP was established in 1975 ini-
tially in Guam at the request of the
Catholic Diocese and the govern-
ment of Guam. The firm expanded
operations to Saipan in 1986 wand
opened the FHP Medical Center on
Saipan to deliver health care ser-
vices to about 2,000 members in
1988.

Koon said there were some prob-
lems which concemned PacifiCare
such as the idea of losing the reputa-
tion that went along with the FHP
name.

He said the FHP Medical Center
on Saipan, which has been expanded
to 1,600 square feet to provide more
access to its members, will still be
known with its licensed name.

The Medical Center, which offers
family medical and health care ser-
vices, has included dental and a full-
service optical shop. He said the ac-
quisitionofthe FHP by the PacifiCare
has been in the process since August
of 1996, where an agreement had
been reached between the two corpo-
rations.

Continued on page 24

Office of the Job Training Partnership Act

On behalf of the Governor's JTPA Office and the Trainees, | would like to take this opportunity in
extending our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following firms for your strong
commitment and participation in according Employment and Training opportunities to our
indigenous work force in an effort of finding meaningful employment.

Aqua Resort Club
Herman’s Modern Bakery

Pacific Sky Travel

Law Office of Perry B. Inos

KEICO Motors

FAS Moving & Storage
Vivian B. Seman (Primerica)

Consolidated Transportation Services, Inc.

Saipan Diamond Hotel
Pacific Oriental, Inc.
J.C. Tenorio Enterprises, Inc.

Law Office of John A. Manglona
Sister Remedios Preschool, ECDC

IT&E, Saipan Office

Marianas Printing Services, Inc.
Sablan Construction Company
J.E.T. Holding Company

YCO Corporation

Safety First Systems, Inc.
Chong's Corporation
Tan Holding's Corporation

Your willingness for such undertaking, exemplifies a shared commitment that this is a social
issue, therefore, we must work collectively on effort to enable our people to become contributing
members of our community and not reliant on welfare programs. | hope that in the future
should the need arise for an additional staff, you would consider us to assist on the matter.

For those firms that are interested in “getting involve” on such worthy endeavor, contact Mr.
Ray Cruz or Mr. Richard Santos at 664-1702. Once again, Si Yu'us Ma’ase’, Ghillisow, and Thank

You for your continued support and good luck in your business endeavor.

/s/Felix R. Nogis

JTPA Executive Director

¢ : Governor
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iN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA
ISLANDS

Bank of Hawas,
Pianuf.

W
Wiagro L Muna,
Defengant

GIVIL ACTION NO. 96-960
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE S HEREBY GIVEN that. pursuant 1o a Wt of
Exacuton ssugd Dy the Court in this matier on July 31, 19371
Wil Seli. 2t puditc 2uCtion, 1o the higfiest bidoer, on the terms and
congkions set forih herendelow, 3 of the nght, titie and inierest
ot Defengantin and 1o the followng propenty.

1 Tract No. 21866-17, situated in San Vicente, Saipan,

Northern Mariana Islancs. bounced and described as

foliows

Beginung af 8 comer, designaled as Comer No. 1, nawng
piang recianguiar coorginales of 48,404.70 meters. Nort
and 52,665 92 meters East on the Manana lslands Distnct
Coarcinate System of 1966,

Trenoe N 609 33 06" W, 45.29 meters to Comer No. 2,
Thenice N 52000 39" E. 35.76 meters lo Comer No. 3;
Thence S 37959'21° . 17.91 meters 1o Comer No. 4;
Thence along the arc of a orcle having a central angle of
304700 and aadus ol 13.71 melers, concaving fo the
eft an arc distance of 8.78 melers, the chord of sad arc
Naving 2 b2aring of South 560 20" 21 €, 863 meters 1o
CometNo. 5

Thence § 150 183" W, 26 32 metes 1o Comer No. 1, the
DOt Of Deqinning. ang

Bagnning & a comer whieh s designated as ComerNo. 1,
naving piane fecianquiar coorginales of 48.426.96 maters
Nonn and 52.626.48 meters East on the Manana Isiands
Distuct Coorgate System of 1966,

Thance N 60033 06° W, 29.24 meters to Comet No2:
Tnence N 52000 39" E, 46.98 meters t Corner No. &
Thence $ 37959 21" E, 27.00 meters to Comer No. &
Thence $ 52000 39" W, 35.76 meters 1o Comer No. 1, the
paint of baginaing,

Containing an area of 2,133 square meters, more of igss,
Baing Ina! same tract of parcel of real property which was
conveyedoMiagroL Muna by a Deed of Gift dated January
4. 1388, Commonwealth Recorger's tig no 83-002.

2 Tract 21866-7, stualed n San Vicente, Sapan. Northem
Manana Isiands, bounded and o2scnbed as foliows
Begning a1 & comer which s gesignated as Comet No 1,

having plang rectanquiar coordinates of 48,404 82 meters

Norin and 52,750.56 meters East on the Manana Isiands

District Coordinates System of 1966,

Tnence N 60033 06" W, 45 23 meters 1 Corner No. 2

Tnence N 52000 39" E, 35.76 meters ta Corner No.3,

Thence S 37059' 21" €, 17.91 meters to Comer No. &,

Thenge along the arc of a orcle having a central angle of

36942 00r and a radus of 13.71 meters, concaving [0 1he

left an arc oistance of 8.78 meters, he cnoed of sad ar

naving 2 bearng of Soum 560 20 217 £ 863 meters o

Comer No. 5,

Tnence S 15018 37" W, 26.32 meters 1o Comer No. 1, he

point of begining; and
Beginning 2l a comer which s d2signated 2s ComerNo. 1,
having piane reclangular coordinates of 48.426 96 meters
North and 52,626 48 melers East on the Manana Istands
Disinct Coorginates System of 1366
Thence S 65053 57 (V, 35.18 meters 1o Comer No. 2;
Thence N 24006 03° W, 26.40 melers to Comer No. 3;
Thence N 650 53' 57" €, 35.18 meters 1o Comer No. 4,
Thence S 24006 03" E, 26.40 meters to Comer No. 1, the
pont of begnning;
Contaning an area of 929 square meters, more or kess;
Being thaf same tract of parce! of real Sropd!]r whIch was
conveyed 1o Milagro L. Muna by a Deed of Gift dated
February 5. 1991, Commonwealth Recorders e no. 91-
2994

AL p le, The sale will be heid on Fnday,
March 6. 1998, at the hour of 1:00 p.m., a! the law ofices of

White, Pierce, Maiiman & Nutting. Joeten Center, Susupe,
Saipan, Notthern Manana Islands. The saie will be opento the
Qeneral pabik.

inspechan of Prgpggg. 1115 the responsibiity of each bisdar
1o inspect the propenty. Failure 10.inspect the properly of any
porion ingreof witl nat constitute ground for any ciam,
agusimant, o res0sson by any buyer.

Warranties ang Covenants All property isted lor sake in tis
Nolice wil be soid i 1S current condion, and at s curment
location. The sale wil be heid wthout any warmanties or covenants
whatseaver, whether express of implied, ncuding but not limitzd
to warranties of iilfe, merchantadiity, andor fitness for any
ﬁurpose whatsoever, all of which warranies and covenanis ae

eredy expressly dscamed. Nedher the undersigned nor the
Plant may gve any wamanty o covenant, express of Impiied,
wih respect 10 the property Lsted for sale n inis Hotice Nedher
the undersiged nor the Plainidt shall be hable for the qualty of

e property histed for sale inthis Notoe, ot for any fauh or efect

in Ing geserption tnereol Buyers shall not De entitied 1o

16SG55100, BaTEges, OF any other remeCy on account therea!,
i Sap

a Rg;lgrvg The aucton sale may be held with reserve.
The reserve pce on any property offered for sale may or may
not be disciosed to bidders, in the sole discrehion of the

undersigned.
b "Rights ang duties of auchioneer, Consistent with the

laws, customs, and usages of the Commonwealth of the Northem
Marana lstands governing auctons sales, Ihg undersgned shall
have the following nghts and dubes in conducting the aucton
saie (1) o wihgraw the property hstd for sae in ths Notice
before sate or belore & bd for such propen{rls accepted; {2) a
agjourn e sale wilhout notce al any Ume before any spaciic
propery is struck of, without incurning any liabiity whatsoever
theredy, and (31 1o reject, on behall of the selier. any or &l bids.
for any reason
¢ Bas Bosmay be submined in advance for any or &l
ot trie frogenty Fsied i this Natce The highest of such s wil
& e sdred ine Jtor the nem Advance
'3, $9060 Ly the badkr, &)
Peerce, alman

&y oty

§ 53 INgrEon

of PR,
sk 6! 1655 of £f
iat fr i exoenses of

g The undersigned and
Ay of the tems hereg!

oz MMECeME! eof, and suth change 6! thanges
by wrtue of ihis clause. shall be inging on &l Digers by
ONSIryctive NGICE

DATED, this 2Cih day of January, 1998

15JOHN B. JOYNER, Auctionget

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
.~ THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE -

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS'

IN THE MATTER OF THE
PETITION FOR GENERAL
GUARDIANSHIP OF:

VINA LYNN DELEON GUERRERO
DUENAS,
minor,

BY: GINA NNE D. CAMACHO, and
LAWRENCE FEJERAN CAMACHO,
Petitioners. *

CIVILACTION NO. 98-1278B

NOTI HEA

Notice is hereby given that on
Eebruary 24, 1998 at 1:30 PM in the
courthouse of the Superior Court of
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands in Susupe, Saipan,
petitioners will request the court to be
appointed general guardian of the
‘above named minor.

Dated this 19th day of February, 1998.

/sl REYNALDO O. YANA
Attorney for Petitioners

{2) bedroom, (1) bedroom apartment
Brand New, Fully Fumished, Ceramic Floor Tiles,
Laundry Room, Security Gate with Intercom Gate
Switch, 24 hours waler.

MODERN APARTMENT
AAA-557, Caller Box 10001, Saipan, MP 96350
Tel. 288-8471 or 483-8484
Contact Person: Daniel Lin

FOR RENT
OFFICE/WAREHOUSE

Approx. 1800 sq. ft.
Lower Base 322-0966

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Studio Type $350.00-$400.00 per
month, utilities not included, quiet,
single or couple only, immediate
move-in, in Koblerville

Tel. 234-1238 (Day); 288-2222 (Evening)

JOB OPENING
PARTSMAN/TIREMAN
Full Time - Local Hire

Experience Needed
Salary based on experience

Pick-up application at
MICROL CORPORATION
Parts Department
No phone calls please

Corporate . . .

Continued from page 1

Koonhasassured FHP’smembers
that there will be no change in ben-
efits, plans and policies, while adding
that PacifiCare is looking forward to
bring better productsexpand benefits
in the future.

He said the health insurance pros-
pects in the CNMI market is *‘pretty
good™ citing the Commonwealth’s
booming tourism.and industrial sec-
tors.

He also mentioned the large num-
ber of overseas contract workers
employed on Saipan, which is now
over 30,000 in total population.

'87 SUBARU GL SEDAN
+ New registered Feb. - Automatic « Power Steeting
+ Power windows/locks/mirrors « Newly reaint/
B T DR 51 om0
i to 7pmor
(Last price $1,800)

WANTED
:FOR LOCAL HIRE ONLY
1 Salesman &

1 Aircon Mechanic
Please Call 233-8811

FOR SALE

Xerox 5021 Copier
Fax: Panasonic KX-F3000
Total: $3,800 (negotiable)

Tel: 288-3301 (Day); 235-4020 (Night)

HOUSE FOR RENT

- Carmen Safeéway Enterprises - -
3 BEDROOM CONCRETE HOUSE,
Semi Furnished, 1 Car Garage
Located in San Vicente
Please caH 234-7490 for more information

ROO™M 5 RENT

$150.00 /month/person

* FREE POWER Locazed az:

o HAVEHOT WATER (2t v onuc massage:

* AIR-CON 235-6688 « 287-1108 (JANE)

SEAMSTRESS
LOCAL HIRE PREFERRED

Please apply in person at
The First Floral Shop
Middle Road Gualo Rai

PRIME LOCATION ON BEACH ROAD, SUSUPE ACROSS
FROM SAIPAN GRAND HOTEL.

IDEAL FOR BUSINESSES LIKE GIFT SHOP, RESTAURANT,
NIGHT CLUB, SHOOTING RANGE, SUPERMAKET, ETC.
AMPLE PARKING IN FRONT AND AT
THE BACK OF BUILDING.

“FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 234-8585 -

ENT

Shift ...

Continued from page 1

sources that 1 feel government
might be looking into,” said
Seman.

The development of a fisheries
industry is tied-up to the CNMI’s
Marine Conservation Plan, the
contents of which have been in
the works since the term of then
Lands and Natural Resources Sec-
retary Benigno M. Sablan,

“Part of the Marine Conserva-
tion Plan is in line with these
foreign fishing agreements.

“In order for us to enter into
foreign fishing agreements, it is
very important for us to enforce
certain regulations ensuring safe
management of the resources,”
explained Seman.

Seman said fisheries is a “'glo-
bal concern.”

Such being the case, the CNMI

government, he said, may soon
have countries inquiring about the
Commonwealth’s fishery re-
sources. .

“We may not necessarily have
the best fishing grounds, but fish-
ing in our waters have not yet
reached commercial levels,” he
said.

The Commonwealth lately has
been experiencing a downturn in
economic activities primarily
brought about by the recent cur-
rency devaluations in the Asian

_region.

This and economic problems
being experienced in Korea and
Japan, which comprise the bulk
of CNMI visitors, have resulted
toadecline in touristarrivals over
the past several months, a devel-
opment that has been making a
negative impact on CNMI busi-
ness establishments and the
economy as a whole.

Continued from page 1

risk on the board by allowing on-
going work. We may be in for
problems concerningliability,” he
said.

Board members Rosita Hocog
and Fred Dela Cruz wanted to go
into executive session, but
Guerrero stressed that the Board
should wait for Governor Pedro
P. Tenorio’s return from Wash-
ington, D.C. before taking any

action on the 1&S contract.

The Board then decided to do
just that.

“The governor has publicly ex-
pressed that he will decide on the
1&S contract when he returns, so
we will wait for him before we
make any decisions,” said
Guerrero.

“Ihave confidence that the gov-
ernor will make a wise decision
and we will be happy with the
direction he decides to take,” he
said.

House . ..

Continued from page 1

constitutional violation.

“The final act that makes the
law is the ‘enactment,” WoodrutT
told the House members. “The
whole thing about the pay hike
bill happened inthe 10th Legisla-
ture which introduced and passed
it

Whenthe | 1th Legislature over-
rode Tenorio’s veto of the bill, all
itdid was “"remove the barrier that
prevented it from becoming a
faw,”™ Woodruff explained.

But just the same, Benavente
and other members of the House
were apparently more concerned
with propriety than legalities and
semantics.

“We can circumvent the Con-
stitution to make this law appli-
cable to us, but the House leader-
ship certainly doesn’t want to do
that,” B’cnuvenlc said.,

He reminded his colleagues
that the government, considering
its financial state, wouldn't be
able to afford the salary increase
which would cost $300,000ayear.

“The $39,000 2 yearthat we are
receiving now is already a lot of
money,” Benavente said. “Aside

. B A o), o I
MIDDLE ROAD GUALO RAI TO GARAPAN
EAF?I;\];I'VAEST - ‘THIS»' PLACE . gcLiZa¥ MOCHIST SHELL
TINIAN DYNASTY FIELD CLUB GAS STATION

Size: 2000, 4,000 sq. ft.

Location: 1st floor BMS Building
Gualo Rai, Hiway

FOR INQUIRY: PLEASE CALL TEL. 234-7913

from our salaries, we get a lot of
benefits like being allowed to use
governmentcars. The government
is paying for our gas, t00.”

Rep. Heinz Hofschneider ech-
oed Benavente's sentiments.

“This is not just a matter of
doing what is legal; this is a mat-
ter of doing what is right,”
Hofschneidersaid. "It may notbe
a sin to give ourselves salary in-
creases, but we can’t do this in
this fashion.”

Reminding his colleagues that
the salary increase promised by
the Tenth Legislature to govern-
mentemployees wasn'tdelivered,
Hofschneidersaid,"We should all
be ashamed to give ourselves sal-
ary increases.”

Those who voted against the
override were Benavente,
Hofschneider. Reps. David M.
Apatang, Oscar M. Babauta,
Malua T. Peter, Karl T. Reyes,
Bennet Seman, Manuel A.
Tenorio and Ana S. Teregeyo.

Those who voted for the over-
ride were Reps. Dino Jones,
Maximo Olopai. Rosiky F.
Camacho, Melvyn O. Faisao.
Jesus T. Attao and Herman T.
Palacios. Other members were not
present.

Woodruff said the pay increase
in question “wasn’t reatly a pay
increase at all.”

All it tried to do, he said,
wis to “offset the effects of
inflation since the last time
legislators™ pay was in-
creased.”

Mecanwhile, the new pay hike
bill, secks to raise the legislators’
salary from $39,300t0 $47,780 a
year; the governor's, from
$70,000 to $100,000; and the 1t.
governor’s from $60,000 to
$80,000.

These were the same increase
rates proposed in HB 10-308.
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_ ¢Marianas “Variety %%
. Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertiserent isincorrect, callusimmediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety News and Views
is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any fime.

Employment Wanted

- JobVacancy
. Announcement
08 WAITER/WAITRESS-Salary:83.05
Fé?)rnr:ggtr: GUANG PING CORPORA-

TION dba Rally Point Bar Tel. 235-
2199(2/23)M25467

01 AUTO/DIESEL MECHANIC-Sali-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 COMBINATION WELDER-Sal-
ary:$3.15-4.00 per hour

02 COIL-REWIND-MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
Contact: KANG CORPORATION dba
Kang Auto Supply Tel. 288-9366(2/
23)M25468
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,050.00-
2,000.00 per month

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05-5.50 per hour
Contact: MICRONESIA SYSTEMS,
INC. dba Plumeria Resort Tel. 322-
6201(2/23)M25455

01 ASSISTANT SALES MANAGER-
Salary:$1,000.00-1,500.00 per month
Must be able to speak, read, and write
Japanese.

Contact: MAS MAULEG CORPORA-
TION dba MMC Tours Tel. 322-6201(2/
23)M25454

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: UNIVERSAL (U.S.) DEV. INC.
dba Holiday Club Tel. 235-4492(2/
23)M25456

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:52,500.00 per month

Contact: GLOBAL INTERLINKING ES-
QUIRE INC. dba Beauty Saloon & Mas-
sage Clinic Tel. 234-7000(2/23)M25457

02 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SUN RISE CORP. dba New
World Mart Tel. 234-2838(2/23)M25458

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 MANAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
03 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: YOUNG SUB CORPORATION
dba Young's Town Tel. 287-5434(2/
23)M25460

01 REPORTER-Salary:5700.00 per
month

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(2/23)M70678

08 PACKER(HAND)-Salary: $3.05-3.50
per hour

50 GARMENT WORKER-Salary: $3.05-
3.50 perhour

05 MESS COOK-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per
hour .

10 PRESSER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per
hour

02 FACTORY MANAGER-Salary:
$5.00-7.50 per hour

04 MACHINE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour

04 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour .

30 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour

05 CUTTER (MACHINE}-Salary: $3.05-
3.50 per hour

02 QUALITY CONTROL TECHNICIAN
(CHECKER)-Salary: $3.05-3.50
perhour

Contact: MARIANAS GARMENT MFG.
INC. Tel. 234-5821(3/9)M25614

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 perhour
Contact: BAE IN HWA Tel. 234-9357(3/
9)M25615

01 INTERPRETER-Salary: $3.05-4.00
per hour

Contact: MARIANAS BUSINESS PRO-
FESSIONALS, INC. dba Business Pro
Tel. 235-7763(3/9)M25621

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:
$$2,500.00-6,806.00 per month

01 SALES MAMAGER-Salary:
$2,500.00-5,534.00 per month

01 ASSISTANT FRONT DESK SUPER-
VISOR-Safary: $3.50-4.55 per hour

03 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Salary:
$3.05-3.52 per hour

02 COOK-Salary: $3.05-3.59 per hour
01 HOUSEKEEPING, CLEANER-Sal-
ary: $3.05-3.48 per hour

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:
$3,500.00-6,290.00 per month
Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495 Ext.
842(2/23)M70646

04 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour

- 04 MASON-Salary; $3.05 per hour

Contact: TON'S ENTERPRISES dba
BB's construction Company Tel. 235-
0874(3/23)M25461

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.50-11.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CLINIC dba Family Den-
tistry/Optical Clinic Tel. 234-6008(2/
23)M25463
01 WEDDING (COORDINATOR) CON-
SULTANT-Salary: $1,000.00-1,700.00
per month

Contact: WATABE WAIPAN, INC. dba
Watabe Wedding Tel. 234-3533(2/
23)M25462

02 SEWING MACHINE REPAIRER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(3/23)M25466

02 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary:
$4.50 per hour

Contact: UNIVERSE INSURANCE UN-
DERWRITERS (MICRONESI!A), INC.
dba Hafa Adai International Travel
Agency Tel. 234-1734(3/23)M25465

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.25 per
hour

Contact: TANO GROUP, INC. Te!l. 235-
6653(3/23)M70655

01 HE OPERATOR-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: CONWOQOD PRODUCTS,
INC. Tei. 235-3501(2/23)M70656

06 TANDEM MASTER-Salary:
$1,000.00 per month

Contact: TANDEM SKYDIVE SAIPAN,
INC. Tel. 288-5857(2/23)M70656

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary: $3.40 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary: $5.10 per hour

01 MASON-Salary: $3.40 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.75 per hour

01 STATIONARY ENGINEER (SUPER-
VISOR)-Salary: $1,630.00 per month
Contact: PACIFIC DAIKEN CO., LTD.
Tel. 234-7453(2/23)M25472

02 MATERIAL CLERK-Salary: $3.05-
3.15 per hour

Contact: SAM MARIANAS, INC. Tel.
322-3444(2/23)M25470

01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: MR. BIDENCIO C. AMADO

dba ABC Ent. Tel. 256-0221(2/

23)M25471

02 TOUR COORDINATOR-Salary:
$8.02 per hour

Plus $400.00 house allowance added
unto salary 1st week of pay period.
Contact: NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY
MICRONESIA, INC. dba Mach Tour Tel.
234-9309(2/23)M25469

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05-3.25 per hour
02 FOUNTAIN SERVER-Salary: $3.05-
3.25 per hour

01 FOUNTAIN SERVER-Salary: $3.05-
3.40 perhour

Contact: 3'S, INC. dba Hula Girl Tel.
234-3533(3/2)M70777

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.25 per
hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.-Sal-
ary:53.25 per hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(3/2)M70776

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$528.67-
700.00 per month

Contact: ABELINA CING CABRERA
dba AC's Avon Tel. 234-6734(3/
2)M25541

01 MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$5.00-7.50 per hour

02 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per
hour

02 GARDENER-Satary:$3.05-4.50 per
hour

01 ACCQUNTANT-Salary:$4.00-6.00
per hour

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour

02 WAITER-Salary:53.05-3.80 per hour
Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipan Diamond Hote! Tel. 234-
5900(3/2)M70773

03 FACIAL AND BODY MASSAGE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SHIN AND RICHARD COR-
PORATION dba Shuatsu Society Tel.
323-5690(3/2)M25538

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: HUGO W. MICHLING dba Fa-
milia Enterprises Tel. 234-2455(3/
2)M25544

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary:$800.00-
1,200.00 per month

Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN dba The Water Company Tei.
235-6051(3/2)M25545

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER (MAINTE-
NANCE-Salary: $3,000.00-$3,500.00
per month

In liaison with Continental Micronesia,
manages ground handlings. Should be
fult authorize signatory according to
JCAB and JAL's regulations. Inspects
and ascertain the conditional airworthi-
ness of the aircratft, carries inspectionfor
departure in respect to all technical point
of view. Must be holder of JCAB license
(Aircraft-Maint. Course) Radio Op. Li-
cense.

Contact: JAPAN AIRLINES Tel. 234-
6553(3/6)F70843

01 CRUSHER OPERATOR-Salary:
$4.50 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary: $4.50-5.75 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary: $4.50-5.50 per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $4.50-4.75
per hour

Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(3/3)T25554

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE (REPAIR)-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: PLAZA CORPORATION dba
Highway Market Tel. 233-0386(3/
9)M70865
01 SCUBADIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary: $1,000-2,000 per month

Contact: PAN PACIFIC TOURS, INC.
dba Saipan International Diving School
Tel. 322-1277(3/9)M25610

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: MOTION AUTOMOTIVE RE-
PAIR CENTER, INC. Tel. 235-3481(3/
9M25611

01 EMBROIDERY PATTERN DE-
SIGNER-Salary: $2,000.00 per month
01 EMBROIDERY MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: SUCK DOO KIM dba Yoo Sung
Embroidery, Inc. Tel. 234-5256(3/
9)M25612

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: LAWN AND GARDEN CEN-
TER/AARON D. TAWNEY/AGNELIAP.
TAWNEY Tel. 235-7396(3/2)M25540

03 WAITRESS-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: DUK SOO DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (3/9)M25622

e P

20 SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS-
Salary: $3.05-3.40 per hour

02 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.05-6.00 per hour

05 MACHINE PRESSER (PRESS OP-
ERATOR)-Salary: §3.05 perhour

05 CUTTER-Salary: $3.05-3.15 per
hour

Contact: SAM MARIANAS INC. Tel.
322-3444(3/9)M25616

01 COOK HELPER-Salary: $3.20-3.25
per hour

02 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Salary:
$3.25-3.30 per hour

Contact: EASTERN HOPE CORPORA-
TION dba Keeraku & Rakuen Rest. Tel.
233-4242(3/9)M25618

04 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: MR & MRS. FELIPE SN.
CAMACHO dba Camacho Enterprises
Tel. 322-1417(3/9)M25620

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage
2DR AT
$9,995.00
Keico 234-0173

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage
2DR AT
$9,995.00

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage
59K Miles
AT P/S AM/FM Cassette
$9,995.00
Keico 234-0173

96 Ford Taurus
Low Miles
P/S AM/FM Cassette
$13,995.00
Keico 234-0173

1995 Toyota Tercel
2DRM/T
Low Miles
$10,888.00
Keico 234-0173

1995 Toyota Tercel
2DR M/T
Low Miles
$10,888
Keico 234-0173

APARTMENT FOR RENT.
+ 2 bedroom (fully furnished)
* 24 hour water
» back-up generator
EVERGREEN APARTMENTS
(Navy Hill)
234-6789 - 322-5004

Keieo Mofors

S Classdfeeds

1997 Chrysler Grand Caravan
Automatic
Great for the family
$27,995.00
Keico 234-0173

1995 Hyundai Sonata
Sun Roof, Leather Interior
Luxury on a budget
$13,295
Keico 234-0173

1995 Honda Accord
4 Door Automatic
$14,995
Keico 234-0173

1991 Toyota Corolla
2 Door Manual Trans
Low Miles $8,495.00

Keico 234-0173

1994 Pontiac Sunbird
2 Door Convertible
28K Miles $12,995.00
Keico 234-0173

1993 Nissan Pathfinder
4x4 Automatic
10 Pax CD Changer
$16,495.00
Keico 234-0173

1995 Hyundai Accent
4 Door Automatic
27K Miles $10,995.00
Keico 234-0173

1995 Mitsubishi Mirage
2 Door Automatic
55K Miles $9,995.00
Keico 234-0173

1991 Toyota Hilux
Extra Cab $7,594.00
Keico 234-0173




26-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-MONDAY- FEBRUARY 23, 1998

EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

A NEW STUDY SHOWS THAT

MIDDLE-ACED MEN WHO READ
STUDES O WHAT PREVENTS
HEART DISEASE...

-Gam‘ﬁ@l® by Jim Davi

FEELING DOLL? WANT TO ')
SEEM MORE EXCITING ?

HAVE A 25% GREATER CHANKE
OF CETTING A HEART ATTACK

2-23 ©1998 by NEA Inc
WWw.COMKCzone com

THEYRE TOWIG ]
WITH 0S, JOHN

HANG OUT WITH
SOMEONE
EVEN DULLER!

WHAT 15 1T,
GARFIELD?

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz

’ J ,l
Andy and Olaf | | 50,0f course, | | In the meantime,| [ {OURE X
neve%] reached || Mickey never || spike was still o TT%‘(S% §
Mickey Mouse ||sent thelimo. || waiting for them|E| A" can | s J8BE 2
on the phone. 2 L out onthe desert. &| YOU SEE ¥4
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YOUR BIRTHDAY

BORN TODAY, you are a
multi-talented, multifaceted
and multitasking individual,
capuble of doing many things
at any one time — and doing
them well. You are not the
kind who gets bogged down
the more there is to do; on the
contrary, the more that is on
vour plate the better. for one
endeavor fuels the next. and
soon. You seem to derive great
energy and inspiration from
being more involved than any-
one else around you, and you
are able to keep yourself afloat
no matter how hazardous the
waters may be. One secret is
that you never work in a hasty
fashion; you’re calm and care-
ful at all times.

You try to get in touch with
the real reasons why you and
others do things, for without
-understanding whatdrives you
orothers, the endeavors them-
selves mean very little to you.
You like to get to the emo-
tional heart of each and every
situation.

Also bornon this date are:
Bobby Bonilla, baseball
player; Sylvia Chase, news-
caster; Peter Fonda, actor;
Howard Jones, singer and
musician.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day star be your daily guide.

TUESDAY, FEB. 24

PISCES (Feb. 19-March

20) — Concentrate on doing
for others something that was
done for you some time ago.
You can return the favor by
starting a tradition.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — Take care you don’t let
your Oown nervousness taint
your interaction with those
who are far more easygoing at
this time. Stay calm!

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — You may have torepeat
yourself today in order to be
sure that others are under-
standing what you have to say.
Do not get frustrated.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— What you thought would
be a short-term commitment
is likely to require far more
from you in the way of long-
term involvement. Prepare
yourself.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — You shouldn’t have
trouble progressing according
to plan today. Focus on what
brings you the most immedi-
ate profit. '

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —.
It is important for you to un-
derstand completely how you
fit into the overall scheme of
things at this time. Find out
what your role really is.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Someone near you may be
expecting more from you than
you are willing to give at first.
Do not overreact; avoid knee-
jerk responses.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

— A close friend or ally may
nol agree with your methods
at this time, but he or she is
willing to go the distance for
old-time’s sake.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — You mustn’t take im-
proper advantage of someone
else’s generosity and willing-
ness to be involved today. Ask
only what you would ask of
others.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — An interruption
early in the day may be noth-
ing more than an annoyance at
first, but later you’ll realize
its true significance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — An early start to-
day will allow you the free-
dom later on to decide with
greater clarity just where you
wish to turn. You have a big
decision to make.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — Others are likely torally
around you today in support
of an idea that came to you
very recently. Already it's
catching on, however!

Caopyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, {nc,

Rudyard Kipling, one of the 19th
century’s foremost writers, was once
fired from a job as a reporter for the
San Francisco Examiner. He was told,
“I'm sorry, Mr. Kipling, but you just
don’t know how to use the English lan-
guage. This isn't a kindergarten for
amateur writers.”

In 1551, the French inventor Am-
broise Pare designed an artificial hand
complete with movable fingers to
assist wounded cavalrymen in holding
the reins.
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Philippousis vs Chang for title

By TERESA M. WALKER
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -
Whenever Mark Philippoussis
runs into trouble, he turns to his
big serve. Itdidn’tfail him Sat-
urday night as he upset top-
seeded Marcelo Rios 6-4, 7-6
(7-5) at the dirs 700,000 St.
Jude tournament,

“I was extremely confident
on my serve,” said
Philippoussis, whohad 17 aces.
“I felt like at nearly any time I
could come up with a big one,
and that takes a lot of pressure
off my ground strokes and
things like that.”

Philippoussis, seeded fourth,
will meet No. 2 seed Michael
Chang Sunday in the tourna-
ment sponsored by Kroger.
Chang needed two tiebreakers
to defeat Brazilian Gustavo
Kuerten 7-6 (9-3), 7-6 (7-4)
earlier Saturday. L

“It is a big win, but I don’t
want to get too happy about it.
It's just another win,” said
Philippoussis, who is 0-4
against Chang.

“Getting into a final and los-
ing it, you get frustrated. All

that way for nothing, so I’m look-

ing forward to concentrating all

my efforts into one last match.”
Rios came into the semifinal

with a 14-2 record. He averaged .

55 minutes per match and hadn’t
dropped a set this week. But he
had trouble seeing the ball as
Philippoussis reached 133 mph
on one serve. .

“I think I didn’t play that bad,”
Rios said. ““I think his serve was
the difference. He should be play-
ing basketball, not tennis. It’s not
fair a guy that’s 6-foot-4 (193
centimeters) and serveslike that.”

They were tied 4-4 when Rios
got a chance to break him, and
Philippoussis faulted on his first
serve, His second serve was a
111-mph (179 kmh) ace fordeuce,

and he served a 120-mph (193"

kmh) ace to go up 5-4.

Rios then failed to hold serve as
his forehand was called out, and
he responded by dropping his
racket and kicking it around the
court a few times.

They swapped games in the sec-
ond set, and Rios quickly went up
2-4 in the tiebreaker when he
doublefaulted. He hitareturnlong

and sent two forehands wide to
fall behind 6-4. Rios saved match
point with his own ace, but
Philippoussis finished the match
with.a 124-mph (199.55 kmh)
serve Rios couldn’t handle.

Chang, who fought off eight
break points and one set point
against the third-seeded
Kuerten, will defend his champi-
onship on his 26th birthday Sun-
day.

*To play a final on my birthday
willbekindofnice,”hesaid.*‘Hope-
fully, they’ll berooting for the old
fogey.”

Chang trailed 1-3 in the first
set and fell behind 5-6 in the
tiebreak before unleashing an
118 mph (190 kmih) serve. Théy
swapped points before Kuerten
hitone forehand into the net and
then anotherlong to give Chang
the set.

Kuerten missed on four more
break points in the second set, in-
cluding three as he led 3-4. The
momentum switched to Chang in
the tiebreaker when he responded
to an overhead with his own shot
past Kuerten, and he closed out the
match three pornts later.
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Mark Philippoussis of Australia returns a shot during his 6-4, 7-6 (7-5)
win over top-seeded Marcelo Rios in the semifinals of the St. Jude

Indoor tournament in Memphis, Tenn., on Saturday. Philippoussis will
face Michael Chang in the championship match on Sunday. ap

1998 Pacific Trading Master

Basketball 30 and over League

1. Old Aces

2. Wheels

3. Ladones
Date

Fcb. 15 (Sun)
Feb. 21 (Sat)

Fcb. 22 (Sun)

Fcb. 28 (Sat)

Mar. 01 (Sun)

Mar. 07 (Sat)

Mar. 08 (Sun)

Mar. 28 (Sat)

Mar. 29 (Sun)

Apr. (04 (Sat)

Apr. 05 (Sun)

Apr. 11 (Sa)

Apr. 12 (Sun)

Apr. 18 (Sat)

Apr. 19 (Sun)
Apr. 25 (Sat)

Apr. 26 (Sun)

May 02 (Sat)

May 03 (Sun)

4, Rainbows

5. Stars

6. Kinados

Team Time
lvs2 10:00 a.m.
3vs4 11:30 a.m.
S5vs6 7:00 p.m.
1vs3 8:30 p.m.
2vs4d 11:30 a.m.
4vs1 7:00 p.m.
2vs6 8:20 p.m.
5vs3 11:30 p.m.
2vs3 7:00 p.m.
4vs5 8:30 p.m.
1vs6 11:30 p.m.
Svsl 7:00 p.m.
3vs6 8:30 p.m.
2vsS 11:30 p.m.
4vs6 7:00 p.m.
2 vs 1 8:30 p.m.
3vsS 11:30 a.m.
2vs3 7:00 p.m.
4vs5 8:30 p.m.
6vsl 11:30 a.m.
Svs2 7:00 p.m.
1vs3 8:30 p.m.
6vs4 11:30 a.m.
6vs3 7:00 p.m.
2vs4 8:30 p.m.
1vs$S 11:30 a.m.
1vs4 7:00 p.m.
5vs6 8:30 p.m.
4vs3 11:30 a.m

Dahlie...

Continued from page 28

ing the Norwegian by two-tenths
of a second at the 41 9K mark, he
came home 53.6 seconds behind
in 2:06:01.8.

The Winter Olympics equiva-
lent of the Summer Games’ mara-
thon, the SOK is the ultimate test
of staminaand tactics and Daehlie
got it just right.

Russia’s Alexei Prokurorov,
winner of the 30K Classical at the
Calgary Olympics 10 years ago,
led the field through the first-
third of the race by 3.7 seconds
over Hoffman, with Italy ’s Fulvio
Valbusa another 3 seconds back.

Daehlie and Thomas Alsgaard,
the Norwegian multi-medalists
considered to be the two leading
contenders for the gold medal,
were in sixth and seventh, only
2.3 seconds apart but more than a
half minute behind the leader.

At just after the race’s mid-
point, Vladimir Smimov, the de-
fending champion from

Kazakstan and first to go of the 79
starters, had the second, third and
fourth starters: Jonsson, Dahlie
amd Hoffmann, a few meters be-
hind him.

With skiers leaving the start at
30-second intervals, the scenario
meant Smirnov had fallen back to
10th place. Skiing withrivals
close by can be an advantage in
terms of helping to maintain mo-
mentum and Daehlie used the situ-
ation to creep up through to join
the front runners on the leader
board.

Skiing in third place, Valbusa
moved stride-for-stride with
Alsgaard, but Prokurorov, skiing
with by himself, lost the lead to
Hoffmann soon after the halfway
mark.

With two-thirds of the race com-
pleted, Daehlie had moved up to
second ahead of Prokurorov but
still 29seconds behind Hoffmann.

After that it was Valbusa,
Johnsson and Alsgaard with 1:14
between firstandsixth.  Daehlie
increased the pressure onthe Aus-

trian and only two-tenths of a
second separated them with 8.1K
remaining,.

It was only a matter of time
before the Norwegian moved
ahead as the Austrian faded.
Meanwhile Jonsson, skiing with
the Daehlie around a Snow Harp
course Dahlie considers to be the
toughesthe has seen, saw achance
of unexpected glory.

Although they were virtually
side by side, Jonsson, who started
the race a half minute before the
Norwegian, knew he had 30 sec-
onds to make up.

With the finish line some 800
meters away, he made a big
push for the line and opened
up a gap of some 60 meters on
Dahlie. But it was not enough.

By the time Jonsson
charged over the line and col-
lapsed in the snow, Dahlie was
barely 50 meters behind and,
with his legs finally giving
up, also crumpled into a heap
as soon as he had won the
gold.

Mercer. . .

Continued from page 28

Hector Acero-Sanchez of the
Dominican Republic won by
unanimous decision over Daryl
Pickney.

Earlier, Venezuela’s Santos
Rebolledo used effective infight-
ing to score a majority decision
over former International Boxing
Federation featherweight cham-
pion Tom**Boom Boom™ Johnson
Saturday night.

Rebolledo gradually wore down
Johnson, of Detroit, in the 10-

round, junior-lightweight bout at
the Miccosukee Indian Gaming
Village.

There were no knockdowns but
Rebolledo’s strength inside
proved too much for Johnson (45-
4-2) to overcome.

Two judges had Rebolledo win-

ning, 97-93 and 96-94, while the ‘

third scored the bout 95-95.

“I knew I had him since the
early rounds, when I caught him
with body shots,” said Rebolledo,
(15-2-2), who entered the bout
ranked No. 9 by the World Box-
ing Association.

“Johnson’s a good fighter, one
of the best I've fought,” Rebolledo
said. “But tonight was my night
and I hope to get my title shot this
year.”

Johnson won the featherweight
title in 1993 with a unanimous
decision over former champion
Manuel Medina. After 10 suc-
cessful defenses, Johnson was
stopped by Prince Naseem Hamed

~in February, 1997.

Johnson weighed 131 pounds
(59.5 kilos) for Saturday’s bout,
two more pounds (one more kilo)
than Reboliedo.
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By Joseph White
WASHINGTON (AP) — Even
with President Clinton in the au-
dience, Michael Jordan’s first —
and perhaps only — NBA game
inthe Districtof Columbiawasn't
much to write home about.

Against the undermanned
Washington Wizards, it didn’t
have to be.

Jordan scored 19 points on 8-
for-23 shooting and Scottie Pippen
led the Bulls with 23 points Satur-
day night as Chicago withstood a
fourth-quarterrally to winitssev-
enth straight game, 94-88.

It was the fourth consecutive
loss for the Wizards, who were
playing their sixth in a row with-

4 By ROBERT MILLWARD
i HAKUBA, Japan (AP)-Bjorn
i Daehlie took the lead with 8
1 kilometers to go and pushed
4 onward to win a Winter Olym-
4 pics record eighth gold medal
i Sunday, beating Niklas Jonsson
! of Sweden by 8.1 seconds in
cross-country’s premier event,
the 50-kilometer freestyle.
Steadily moving through the
4 field until he hit the front,
Norway’s cross country super-
4 star collapsed over the finish
4 line after winning his third gold

out starting forwards Chris
Webber and Juwan Howard.
Washington, which fell below the
.500 mark, closeda 1 7-point third-
quarter deficit tofour points twice
in the fourth quarter, but Jordan,
Pippen and Toni Kukoc, who had
17, made enough baskets down
the stretch to keep the.lead safe.

With Jordan contempiating re-
tirement, the game at the MCI
Center in downtown Washington
became the latest installment of
his quasi-farewell tour. Scores of
flashbulbs popped from the sell-
out crowd every time he took a
free throw, and some children in
the lower bow] held up a huge set
of placards that read “Don’t go,

f th s 1ghth gold'

of these Games in 2 hours, 5
minutes, 8.2 seconds.

By then, Jonsson already had
dropped and the two skiers
seemed to exchange a few words
of celebration and commisera-
tion as they lay side by side in the
SNOW.

When he was finally hauled to
his feet, Daehlie had to be sup-
ported by a Norwegian team offi-
cial as he struggled to regain his
breath and his body started to
recover. He didn’t appear OK to
start celebrating his eighth gold

23."

" Clinton, watching the Wizards
inperson forthe second time since
their move from the suburbs ear-
lierthis season, sipped Diet Coke
from acan as he sat with first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Wiz-
ardsowner Abe Pollin. The presi-
dent frequently waved at fans and
shook hands with well-wishers
who approached the box.

With Jordan' guarding Rim,
Calbert Cheaney had a dozen of
his career-high 30 points in the
firstquarter. Jordanthen switched
to Rod Strickland in the second
quarter and promptly gaveuponly
the eighth four-point play in Wiz-
ards history.

medal and 12th overall. No
one has won more Winter A
Games medals and Daehlichas §
eight golds and four silvers.

Daehlie, who won three ¥
golds at Albertville in 1992 b
and two at Lillehammer in
1994, won the 10K classicalin
Japan and also shared in the
Norwegian 40K relay victory. [

The bronze medal went to %
Austria’s Christian Hoffmann,
the skier Dachlie overtook in
the closing stages. After lead- ¥

Continued on page 27 ”%
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New Jersey Nets Kelth Van Horn attempts to dnve to the hoop
Ratliff (42) dunng the first half Saturday n/ght in East Ruthe

as he is guarded by Ph/lade/ph/a 76ers Theo
rford, N.J. ap

Leading 56-46 at the half, the
Bulls slowly built the lead to 17
points at 71-54 before failing to
score a field goal in the last 6:22
of the third period. A jumper off
the glass by Tracy Murray made it
76-72 with 8:27 to play, but — as
inrecent games without their two
star forwards — the Wizards
looked tired in the final minutes
and didn’t have the legs to finish
the run.

Notes:@ The Bulls had 21
fastbreak points to the Wiz-
ards’ nine. ... With his first
fieid goal, Jordan passed Alex
English to take fourth place
on the NBA’s all-time list for
field goals made. Jordan now

Bulls wins 7th in a row

has made 10,667 field goals in
his career. Next on the all-time
listis Elvin Hayes with 10,976. ...
Pippen had two steals to pass
Magic Johnson for ninth place on
the all-time list. Pippen has
1,725 to Johnson's 1,724, ...
Dennis Rodman was kept out
of the starting lineup for the
fourth straight game since his
no-show at back-to-back prac-
tices. ... David Vaughn, ac-
quired by the Bulls in a trade
Thursday from the Golden
State Warriors, played the last
0.5 seconds of the first half in
a brief Bulls debut. ... The
Wizards are below .500 for
the first time since Jan. 28.

Mitchell beaten in
Australian GP meet

.HOBART, Australia (AP) - Three-time Olympic 100-meter final-
ist Dennis Mitchell of the United States was beaten into second
place by an Australian teenager in a round of the Australian Grand

Prix circuit Sunday.

Mitchell, 32, usually runs on the indoor circuit at this stage of the
season and described the gusting winds and rain squalls as the
toughest conditions he has competed in.

Matthew Shirvington, 19, had the best win of his career when he

“clocked 10.62 seconds to 10.63 from Mitchell.

American Bryan Bronson, the world No. 1-ranked 400-meter
hurdles runner, was involved in a chaotic race.

At the first start, several runners, their timing thrown out by the

wind, either hit hurdles or fell.

“The wind threw everyone’s stride pattern out,” Bronson said. i

just stopped.”

Bronson gashed his shin on the spikes of a rival athlete and with
only three athletes staying on their feet the race was re-run.
‘Bronson held out Australian Olympic finalist Rohan Robinson to

win the second attempt.

In the 110-meter hurdles, American Jack Pierce just shaded
Australia’s best, Kyle Vander-Kuyp, winning in 13.88.

Mercer knocks out
Loiacono in second

MIAMI (AP) -Former World
Boxing Organization heavy-
weight champion Ray Mercer
scored a second-round knock-

outover Leo Loiacono Saturday -

night.

The 37-year-old Mercer, a
1988 Olympic gold medalist,
barely broke asweat in the sched-

uled 10-round bout at the

Miccosukee Indian Gaming Vil-
lage.

Mercer (25-4-1, 17 KOs)
floored Loiacono (14-3) with
two lefts to the head early in the
second. Loiacononeverreached
his feet to the count of 10, forc-
ing referee Bill Connors to end
the bout 46 seconds in.

-“L'expected a little bit more
outof him,” Mercer said. “Iwas

trying not to hit him hard in the

- first round so I could get going

and get some work in. He knows
the power I have.”

Mercer weighed 238 pounds
(108 kilos) for Saturday’s bout,
while Loiacono weighed 243
pounds (110 kilos).

In a co-main event, Saul
Montana of the Dominican Re-
publicscoreda 12th-round tech-
nical knockout over former In- -

_ternational Boxing Federation

cruiserweight champion Uriah
Granttoclaim the vacant World .
Boxing Association North
American cruiserweight crown.
In a featherweight bout,
former World Boxing Council
super-bantamweightchampion
Continued on page 27
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