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Stimson Lauds 
U. S.Troops of 
Jap Descent
 ByJohn G. Norris 

 American soldiers of Japanese 
descent who  are fighting against
the Germans along the road to 
Rome, “came through their first 

(test under Nazi fire with flying col- 
 ors," Secretary of War Stimson an­
nounced yesterday.

- The troops form the 100th In­
fantry Battalion and they made up 
the spearhead of attack in Italy of 
a famous but unnamed American 
division which distinguished itself 
in the Battle of Tunisia.

 Enlisted men of the battalion 
were all born in Hawaii of Japanese 
parentage.- Some of the officers 
also are of Japanese ancestry 
though native Americans. .

Reports from Lieut Gen. Mark
W. Clark's Fifth Army, Stimson 
said, described the troops as typical 
American doughboys. The chief of 
staff of the division declared:
“These men have been in battle
and they’re good. We like them.” »

   Capt. Taro Suzuki of Honolulu, 
a reserve officer for 16 years— 
three years on active duty—led the 
first company to see action.

“It was our own fight," Suzuki 
reported to the War Department.
“The company had to sink or swim 
by itself.”

" Our leading scouts rounded a 
bend and three German machine 
guns opened up.

“You know what stopped all that 
Nazi wrath? Our little 60-mm. mor­
tars. They went right in. Boy. 
it. felt good to see them dropping.
The machine gunners pulled out 
after the big guns quit and our 
riflemen started making rapid 
headway on them.'*--" ■ ■ • «
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