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Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted the
following

REPORT:

[To accompany S. Res. 27.]

—

The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred Senate
& joint resolution No. 27, “as to giving notice to terminate the conven-
tion of June 3, 1875, with His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian
Islands,” have had the same under consideration, and report the same
back with the recommendation that the resolution be indefinitely post-
poned.
As the resolution invokes the action of the Senate to reverse, by the
~vote of a majority of the body, the solemn judgment of more than
ktwo-thirds of the Senate expressed with reference to this convention in
1875, the grounds on which this reversal is demanded require investi-
’}gation. : ;
7 A report from the Committee of Finance, made to the Senate on Feb-
. ruary 27, 1883, embodies the leading objections that have been urged
#+ to this convention.
. The Committee on Foreign Relations, not being able to concur in the
" arguments stated or the conclusions reached in that report, state the
. following reasons in support of the opposite conclusions:
v Ifit could be shown (as your committee have failed to discover that
. it has been) that the commerce or the revenues of the United States
& have not been adequately compensated by the advantages of actual
“ trade with the Hawaiian Islands, under the convention of 1875, there
* are other and perhaps higher considerations than the relative money
value of that trade to the people of the United States, which establish
. the wisdom of the Senate in ratifying and of Congress in legislating to
5 carry into effect this convention.
Since the opening of the Suez Canal the great commercial nations of
4. Europe, notably England and France, have exhibited great energy and
. activity in building up trade and extending and consolidating their
influence and power along the western shores of the Pacific Ocean, and
in the islands of the South Pacific. 'We have also extended our treaty
relations to Corea, Siam, Persia, and Madagascar, with a view to a fu-
ture profitable trade with all of the countries of A sia and Australasia.
¥ Qur transcoutinental railroads have greatly increased our trade with
» 1 all these countries, and have earned large sums of money in the trans-
~ portation of mails and freights and passengers. When an isthmian
w canal shall have furnished quicker and cheaper carriage by steam ves-
{~.sels for freights and passengers, we will find powerful rivals in the field
“J both by way of the Isthmus of Darien and at Puget Sound, in British
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Oolumbia. This competition will also extend along the coasts of Mex-
ico and of the Central and South American states.

The stimulus thus given to commerce on the Pacific Ocean will in-
crease rapidly the interchange of productions between all these great
countries, until that trade will equal, if it does not exceed, the value of
the commerce across the Atlantie.

The Hawaiian Islands afford the only stopping place, in a distance
of 20,000 miles, between our coasts and those of Japan, Corea, and
China; and from Panama to the heart of those countries they are in
almost the direct line of travel. They are east of the meridian which
touches the western shore of Alaska, and may be said to be properly
within the area of the physical and political geography of the United
States. They are nearer to us than to any other great power.

Influences of a social and religious character, through -which these
islands were, in fact, opened up to modern civilization, have drawn
those people closely to us, and they feel that they have greatly profited
by the sympathy and consideration of the American people for their
well-being as a nation. This feeling has been greatly strengthened
since 1875. Our liberal reciprocity with them has confirmed a mutual
feeling of regard, which has never been chilled by any unpleasant event.

Hawaiian trade, investment, population, and policy have been
greatly influenced by the convention of 1875; so much so, that almost
every public act relating to commerce has direct reference to that
treaty. American population there has increased considerably since
1875, and, of the entire value of sugar-lands in the islands, estimated
at 15,886,800, as is shown in the letter of Mr. Daggett, our minister
to that country, of October 15, 1883 (which is herewith submitted),
$10,235,464 belong to Americans. (See Appendix A.) These close
and cordial relations between the people of the two countries, in
respect to which the Governments also are in earnest sympathy,
strongly forbid that we should abandon our reciprocal commerce, or
avert our attention, or withdraw our sympathies from the Hawaiian
people.

Whether in an honorable and peaceful rivalry for the commerce of
the countries bordering on the Pacific Ocean, or in the protection of
our commerce or our coasts in case of war with any great maritime
power, our relations with the Government of Hawaii, consistently with
its independence and autonomy, could not become too intimate for our
own welfare.

A single fact, of many, will suffice to illustrate this proposition.
The kingdom of Hawaii is the only Government in the North Pacific
Ocean that is not a colonial dependence of some great power in Europe
or Asia, and it is therefore the only neutral power in the North Pa-
cific Ocean.

In the treaty of Washington, in 1871, the United States and Great
Britain agree between themselves that as neutral powers they will not
in future permit either belligerent to make use of their ports or waters
as the base of naval operations against the other, or for the purpose of
the renewal or augmentation of military supplies or arms, or the re-
cruitment of men; and they agree to bring this rule, with others, to the
knowledge of other maritime powers, and to invite them to accede to
them. This law of neutrality we would be bound to enforce against the
Hawaiian Government in case of war between the United States and
any maritime power ; but, in doing so, we would deprive our war vessels
of the right to take coal at the Hawaiian ports for a longer journey
than 2,000 miles, while the ships of England or of any other Euro-







