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INFORMATION ON AMERICAN SAMOA

General

American Samoa, sometimes referred to as Hastern Samoa, is an unincor-

porated territory of the United States administered by the Department of the

Interior. It comprises the eastern islands of the Samoan group which are

located along the 14th degree of latitude south of the equator at about the

170th meridian west longitude. These islands are approximately 2,500 miles

southwest of Hawaii and 1,600 miles northeast of the northern tip of New

Zealand.

There are seven islands in the American Samoan group: Tutuila; Aunu'u;

the three islands of the Manu'a group (Ta'u, Olosega and Ofu); and two coral

atolls, Rose and Swains, . The capital and ‘Government adnendetrapere offices
are located on Tutuila at Pago Pago. The total area of American Samoa is

o. 70.1 square males)

G17 The people of American Samoa are American nationals and represent one
Aljof the few remaining societies of Polynesia retaining the major part of

: their traditional culture. The population of the territory has increased
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The main islands are of volcanic origin and are now mostly a series of
ridges rising abruptly from the sea. Tutuila is of irregular shape, approxi-
mately 18 miles long and 16 miles across at the widest point and contains 42
Square miles of land. A mountain range extends almost the whole length of the

island, which is nearly bisected by Pago Pago Bay, one of the finest and most
beautiful harbors in the South Pacific.

The climate of the islands is tropical but pleasant. From May to November

moderate southeast trade winds blow. During the other months the winds are vari-

able. The heaviest rainfall occurs from December to March and the average per
year for the past 40 years has been approximately 200 inches. The yearly
temperature ranges from 70 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit and the humidity is almost

constant at 80 percent. The tourist will find the atmosphere of American Samoa
to be quiet, peaceful and enjoyable. The swimming is delightful, the sport

fishing is amongst the best in the world and a ride on the cable tramway across

beautiful Pago Pago harbor to the top of Mt. Alava is a never to be forgotten

breath taking experience.

History and Government

The United States interest in the islands of the Samoan group dates from the

report made by Captain John Wilkes of the United States exploring expedition in

1842, although the first agreement reached between the Samoan people and a
representative of the United States was not made until Commander Richard Meade

visited the islands in 1872. After two "friendship and commerce" agreements had
been made, the United States entered into a convention on December 2, 1899,

dividing control of the islands between Germany and the United States at the 17lst
meridian west longitude. On February 19,1900, the President placed American Samoa

under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Navy where it remained as a naval

base until transferred to the Department of the Interior on July 1, 1951.

The Government of American Samoa is comprised of three branches: executive,.

legislative, and judicial. The administration of the islands is headed by a

civilian Governor, who is assisted by a territorial Secretary, both of whom are

appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. The central Government includes such

departments as Agriculture, Legal Affairs and Public Safety, Port Administration,

Budget and Finance, Education, Medical Services, Local Government and Public

Works, as well as staff offices. -Local Government is carried out by indigenous

officials. The Governor, territorial Secretary, staff officers, department heads,

and employees are responsible for the administration of the Government of American

Samoae

The territory has a Constitution approved by a Constitutional Convention on

April 27, 1960, and ratified by the Secretary of the Interior on the same date.

The Constitution became effective on October 17, 1960, and provides for a

bi-cameral Legislature with authority to pass legislation within certain limitations.

The 15 members of the upper house, the Senate, are elected through open meetings

from the ranks of the traditional chiefs of the county councils in accordance with

Samoan custome The lower house, the House of Representatives, is composed of 17

members elected by universal suffrage and secret ballot and a nonvoting delegate

from Swains Island. The Legislature meets regularly each year on the second

Monday in March for not to exceed 30 consecutive calendar days and at such special

sessions as the Governor may call, not to exceed 15 days.



In the Judicial Branch, a Chief Justice and Associate Justice, appointed by

the Secretary of Interior, shall be members of the high court and sitting

separately shall preside at the sessions of all its divisions. The Chief Justice

and Associate Justice are assisted by four Samoan associate judges who sit in

all cases, except cases in probate, in which the court is exercising original

jurisdiction. The High Court has an appelate, a trial and a probate division.

People

The people of American Samoa are Polynesian and closely akin to the other

islanders of the central and eastern Pacific from the Hawaiians in the north to

the Maoris of New Zealand. They are a friendly and generous people, well-known

for their splendid physique and love of ceremony.

The Samoan language is a Polynesian tongue, believed to have been derived

from Malaysian origins at the time central Polynesia was settled. It is closely

related to Hawaiian, Maori, Tongan, Tahitian, and Rarotonga and is elaborate,

flowery and descriptive.

Although contact with the Western way of life increasingly causes many of

the younger Samoans to regard their traditions critically, the fabric of Samoan

social organization, with its complex inter-relationships, institutions, and

groupings, remains largely intact and is a dominant influence in the lives of

the people. In this society, the village, composed of thirty to forty households

of extended family groups, is the basic social and political unit.

Within the extended family group, which is the primary producer-consumer

unit of this agrarian economy, the indigenous collective family economy prevails

in land ownership and usage; however, personal property may be individually owned.

Bach extended family is headed by one of its members, usually a male, one of

ability and with strong blood affiliations throughout the group, who is known

as the chief or matai of the family. The family members render service to their

matai and he in turn represents them in village affairs, is responsible for their

protection and well-being, and acts as trustee for the family lands and property.

Contrary to the prevalent belief that Polynesian society was universally based

upon a rigid system of autocratic rule by an exclusive hierarchy of chiefs, in

Samoa there is considerable room for social mobility within the traditional

organization and nearly every capable and energetic young man can aspire to hold

a family title at some time during his life. In fact, about one-fourth of the

adult males hold titles and participate in the village, county, or district councils.

The titles are not hereditary in the sense that they must pass from father to son,

although heredity is one of the factors considered by the family in choosing its

mataie

Agriculture is one of the main sources of income in the islands and much

of the farming is done on land sloping as much as 45 degrees. Copra (dried
coconut) is exported in varying amounts, depending on the world market. Copra

exports were valued at $185,679 in Fiscal Year 1964 as compared to $109,867 in
Fiscal Year 1963. Cocoa planting is still in the experimental stage as a cash

income crop. Basic food crops for local consumption include taro, breadfruit,

fish, bananas, papayas, pineapples, oranges, limes and coconuts.



A second source of income on the island stems from native handicrafts, most

of which are manufactured by hand in the village by the people and displayed for

sale in the port of Pago Pago. There is practically no commercial export of

handicrafts other than laufala mats since there is a ready local market. Merchan-

dise produced consists of wood carvings, tapa cloth, shell beads and purses,

tortoise shell jewelry, and woven goods such as laufala floor mats, place mats,

baskets, etc. The laufala mats from American Samoa are generally considered to

be of the highest quality since they are sun-dried with the natural oils largely

retained.

In 1954 the local fish cannery was leased to a large United States cannery

and in the latter part of 1963 a second United States fish cannery commenced

operations. The two fish canneries are supplied with cans from adjacent United

States can factory which also commenced operations in 196%. The two fish

canneries process and can various varieties of tuna and produce fish meal for

export. Approximately 760 local people are employed by the two fish canneries

and the can factory during peak seasons.

There are several small general merchandising stores which serve the needs

of the population. Most necessities and conveniences can be purchased readily.

It is the policy of the Government to encourage the promotion of tourism

as an important contribution toward the development of the economy. A 9000-foot

runway designed to accommodate modern jet aircraft was completed in 1962 and in

1964 a modern, new airport terminal building was inaugurated. Under construction

and scheduled for completion in mid-1965 is a luxury 100 room hotel to accommodate

200 guests. However, until it is completed the small Rainmaker Hotel is the only

facility on the island for handling guests and its accommodations for 30 guests

are restricted to those persons concerned with the development program and those

businessmen who supply the business community. As soon as the new hotel is

completed, tourists, will of course, be welcome.

Health

The Medical Services Department provides the only medical and dental care

in American Samoa. It operates a 180-bed general hospital, plus a 24ebed tuber-
culosis unit, two dispensaries, and a 20-bed leprosarium on the main island of

Tutuila and two small cottage hospitals in the Manu'a group.

As in many other small territories there are no doctors in private practice

and there are not private pharmacies. Overseas visitors requiring medical

attention may visit the hospital or make an appointment by telephone. A doctor

is on call at all times for emergency cases. The hospital also provides dental

treatment. |

The nursing staff is drawn from graduates of the Nurses Training School of

American Samoa, which has been in operation since 1912.



The major health problems of the Samoan people are filariasis, pulmonary
disease and intestinal parasites, which demand increasing efforts at sanitation,

mosquito control, and health education.

Visitors to American Samoa are required to have smallpox vaccination.

Immunization against tetanus and poliomyelitis is recommended and children should

have a full diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus immunization course. Typhoid-paratyphoid

immunization is also suggested.

Education

There are 6 consolidated elementary schools, 36 village elementary schools,

5 junior high schools, 1 senior high school with a technical education department,

1 dependents' school, 1 nursing school, 1 teacher training school with a demons-

tration-laboratory school in the public school system and 6 parochial schools in

American Samoa. The elementary pupils are taught by Samoan teachers who use the

Samoan language as a medium of instruction for the first grade with increasing

emphasis on the use of English in subsequent grades. Education is compulsory for

all Samoans until they reach the age of 18 or have completed the 9 th grade.

The teachers in the 6 consolidated elementary schools are assisted by care-

fully planned programs received in each classroom from an educational television

system.

The senior high school consists of grades 10 through le. All 9th grade

graduates are eligible for admission into the high school. Educational facilities

above the high school level consist of a two-year teacher training school in the

public school system and a post-high school course in the parochial school system.

Instructional materials used are mostly standard textbooks published in the United

States. Specially prepared informational programs are broadcast by the local radio

station for the benefit of the Samoan people.

Means of Travel to Samoa

By air, weekly Pan American Clippers arrive from the ccntinental United

States via Honolulu enroute to Sydney. On the return trip the Clipper again

stops at Pago Pago as does a connecting flight from Auckland, New Zealand, via

Nandi, Fiji.

By sea, a ship from New Zealand calls every month at Pago Pago harbor and

Matson luxury liners call at Pago Pago every three weeks. Freighters from the

United States with limited accommodations also call from time to time.

The Government policy on land ownership has been to retain it in the hands

of the Samoan people in accordance with the general provisions of the Instruments

of Cession of 1900 and 1904 to preserve the rights and property of the inhabitants

land except for a very small amount of freehold land, which is almost impossible

to obtain. Land tenure is under the matai, who is the caretaker of the land for

the family group, and in the case of Samoans may be leased or rented without



restriction. In cases of nonindigenous persons, however, permission to lease must

first be obtained from the Government. As most of the land is under the matai or

communal system, the chief or the matai rents the land with the consent of the

family and the proceeds are divided among its members. There is no agricultural

indebtedness in American Samoa.

There is a small amount of freehold land owned primarily by churches and a

few merchants. The Government owns land in the narbor and airport areas and leases

248 acres used as experimental farms at three locations: Tafuna, Taputimu, and

Mapusagae

Customs Regulations

American Samoa is covered by the United States customs regulations. Con-

sequently certain imports into American Samoa from foreign countries, as well as

the United States, are subject to duty. The rates of duty range from 10% to 75%

ad valorem. The basis for computing all ad valorem duties is the merchandise in

condition, packed and ready for shipment to American Samoa. Ocean or air freight

charges, insurance and other shipping expenses from the country of export to

American Samoa are included. The minimum duty levied is 25¢.

A passenger arriving in American Samoa. may enter wearing apparel, articles

of personal adornment, toilet articles and other personal effects, the aggregate

value of which does not exceed $100, without payment of duty if all such articles

and effects are for the personal use of himself or members of his family and not

for sale.

Transient persons staying in American Samoa less than two months may enter

all wearing apparel, articles of personal adornment, toilet articles, and personal

effects without payment of duty if they declare that all such articles and effects

are for their personal use and not for sale and will be taken by them upon their

departure. The sale of any such articles and effects is prohibited unless the

import duty shall have first been paid.

cultural produce exported from American Samoa.

Immigration Regulations

Passports are not required for American citizens but are recommended in

order that visits may be made to neighboring islands under foreign jurisdiction.

American citizens may visit American Samoa for a 30-day period without a

permit provided that at the time of their arrival they are in possesion of proof

on the International Certificate of Vaccination against smallpox and have a return-

trip ticket or an onward ticket to an area where they have permission to enter. A

cash landing bond may be posted in lieu of the return of onward ticket. Extension

of the permission to remain longer than 30 days is granted at the discretion of the

Governor. Financial ability to support oneself and transportation out of the

territory are factors to be considered in connection with requests to remain longer

. than 30 days.

A citizen of a foreign country may disembark in American Samoa provided he

has in his possession a valid passport, proof on the International Certificate of

Vaccination of recent immunization against smallpox, and a ticket to a country

where he has permission to enter or its money equivalent.



What to Wear

Bank

The Bank of American Samoa offers commercial savings and trust services
locally and through its correspondence. Money transfers and trade credit may be

arranged with most parts of the world. United States currency is legal tender.

Local Communications and Transport

A United States post office is available and airmail to the United States is

on a weekly basis. Steamer service is two or three times a month. United States

postage rates are applicable. Radio-wireless canmunications are available and

direct teletype service from Honolulu and San Francisco is maintained. There are

regular steamer connections with the United States and other world ports. Several

inter-island vessels make weekly trips to Western Samoa and local airlines

normally make daily flights. Flight time to Western Samoa from American Samoa is

about 45 minutes for a round-trip fare of $26.60 and one way $14.

Holidays

The usual National holidays are recognized, as in the United States. In

addition, April 17 of each year is designated as Flag Day and is observed by

appropriate ceremonies commemorating the raising of the United States flag over

Tutuila. Colorful ceremonies in native costume, group singing and dancing,

native sports, boat racing and other activities continue through the day.

Photography

Color film and black and white film are available in local stores. Processini

of black and white film can be done locally. Photographs of island scenes may be’

purchased in local stores.

Recreation

Sightseeing tours may be arranged upon request. Taxis are available and rates

are posted in all cabs. Automobiles rent for approximately $10-$15 a day. Scenic

drives along the coast are breath-taking in their beauty. Arrangements can be made

for short boat trips around the main island and to other islands. Hikes can be

made over primitive trails to isolated outlying communities. Photography enthusiasts

find American Samoa a pleasure as the color and scenery are magnificent. Visitors

will find Samoan outlying villages clean, uncrowded and attractive. Villagers are

happy to visit, chat and pose for photographs. It is desirable, of course, in photo-

graphing events, houses or families to exercise the simple courtesies of asking

permission to take photographs where it appears that some invasion of privacy may

take place.

Alcoholic Beverages

Liquor is available through a permit system and can be made available to tourists

at the privately operated Goat Island Club. Beer is sold to the public and can be

purchased in local taverns and stores.
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