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REMARKS OF U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA

Molokai Community Action Council
Christmas Installation Banquet
December 18, 1992

Thank you so much, Richard, for the wonderful introduction.

Aloha! It with truly great pleasure that I join you all
here tonight to share in the fellowship and pride of the Molokai
Community Action Council/MEO 1992 Christmas Installation Banquet.
It is also a joy to get together with those who have also flown
in to join in this happy occasion: Merwyn Jones, Roz Baker, Pat
Kawano, Gladys Baisa, Bill Bates, Jim and Elizabeth Whithead, and
Henry Ayau. ’

You know, this is a true family Christmas gathering for me.
At times, I feel like my name could well be Daniel K. 0.E.O
Akaka.

I'm really not certain how many of you here realize how
profoundly and personally close to my heart I hold the people,
principles and achievements of this program.

It is more than having served as DOE representative on the
HCAP Board. (Anybody here willing to admit they remember how
long ago that was?) It is more that having been State OEO
Director or being, till this very day, a Congressional True
Believer. It is more than just a philosophy, because every part
of what you do is a part of who I am -- including those whom you
serve.

As a child, growing up in Pauoa, I was ashamed because my
family was poor; ashamed because we had to live in a taro-patch
valley; ashamed because, even when there were guests, we had
nothing to offer but poi.

And, yes, I must admit that I was most ashamed --
absolutely mortified, in the way only a child can be -- because,
despite what I saw as our pitiful position in life, my mother
would actually beckon from the doorway to friends and neighbors
passing by: Hele mai e ai! Come and eat!

I am so grateful that, eventually, I was fortunate enough to
learn the truth that my mother knew so well. And there is no
greater contribution a member of the human race can make than to
teach it to others:

Recognize the dignity and worth that is within every, single
one of us; understand that they cannot be taken away by others,
unless we allow it; and realize, then, that you are never
disadvantaged, only undiscovered.

You help bring to our people that recognition, that




understanding and that realization. Most of all, you give them
a voice, a meaningful say in a world that all-too-often does not
listen.

I have heard the emptiest of words, pretentious babbling
destitute of ideas, come from the mouths of our nation’s
wealthiest people. And some of the richest thoughts I have ever
heard have come from the hearts and minds of folks without two
nickles to rub together.

You know that truth. You encourage; you nurture; you
empower...and the world is far better for all that you do.

Richard, Ernest, Clarissa, Eddie, Pop, Uilani, Nora, Rosie,
Gene, Bruce, Annette, Gussie, Shana Mae, Pearl, Margaret, Kehau,
Napua, Irene.....Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen....all the
officers, staff and supporters of MCAC/MEO:

You deliver the greatest gifts of all to our people: dignity,
self-respect and wholeness. God Bless You!
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