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Maritime Center Receives Navy Vessel 

  
At left, the flag-bedecked, palm-laden ship YFR—890 rests alongside the pier at U.S. Naval Station, Guam, prior to colorful 

turnover ceremonies earlier this month, At right, Paul Winsor, TT Director of Transportation and Communications, signs the 
turnover papers officially accepting the YFR—8&90 for the TT Government. Rear Admiral Paul E. Pugh and Captain A.J. Kodis 
look on. More pictures (all U.S. Navy photos) on page 2. 

  

The U.S. Navy has turned over to the Trust Territory a 

small freezer ship (YFR-890) for use by the Micronesian 

Maritime Center. The mariners on the staff of the Center 

on Dublon Island in Truk District will use the 133-foot 

long, twin- propellered ship in seamanship training for its 

20 students. 
The formal turnover ceremonies were held at the U.S. 

Naval Station, Guam, on March |, and were attended by 

officials of both the Navy and the TT Government. 

Rear Admiral Paul E. Pugh, Commander-in-Chief, 

Pacific, Representative, Guam/TTPI, conducted the 

turnover ceremony and heaped praise on Captain Dewey 

Huffer, Director of the Micronesian Maritime Center, his 

staff and crew for the commendable job they performed 

in getting the ship ready for sea. He commented that, 

“Captain Huffer has forgotten more about ships in his 
many years at sea than | have ever learned about them.” 

Accepting the ship on behalf of the TT Government, 

Paul Winsor, Director of Transportation and 

Communications, expressed his sincere appreciation for 

this generous gift on the part of the U.S, Navy. After 
accepting the ship, it was announced that YF R-890 would   

be renamed the M/V Pugh in honor of Rear Admiral Pugh. 

Dignitaries present who also delivered brief remarks 

were Hermes Katsura, Speaker of the Truk District 

Legislature and Abel R. Olopai, TT Manpower 

Development and Training Coordinator. Other TT 

officials in attendance included Boyd Mackenzie, Ponape 

District Administrator and Max Jones, Director of 

Vocational Training. 

This most recent ship turnover brings to more than 50 

the number of ships and boats that have been turned over 

to the TT since World War I!. Seen plying the waters of 

Micronesia are former U.S. Navy ocean going tugs and 

light cargo and auxiliary ships. In addition, several Navy 

landing craft utility boats (LCU’s) form the backbone of 
inter-island logistics within each of the six district centers. 

The Micronesian Maritime Center (MMC) has already 

provided seamanship training for 40 young men through 
two 26-week classes with each student receiving 1,000 

hours of training. The MMC is. part of the vocational 

training program instituted by the Trust Territory 

Department of Education.  



The M/V PUGH-A New Vessel for the TT 
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Top left,a student/sailor from the Maritime Center balances 

himself as he paints the mast of the YAF—890 prior to the 

ceremonies. Center, RADM Pugh addresses the crew and assembled guests in ceremonies at Naval Station,Guam. Top right, the 

deck watch stands at attention following the ceremonies. Below, RADM Pugh shares sea stories with seamen students from the 

Truk school. Below, right, Captain A.J. Kodis, ComNavMarianas Staff Special Assistant for the TT chats with student sailors 

following the turnover. 

  
  

Weital has been Assistant Director of CCM since 
September. He holds two master’s degree, one in 

educational administration and the other in secondary 

education curriculum. He is a former member of the 

House of Representatives of the Congress of Micronesia, 

Named where he was active on committees dealing with 

education. He was born in Net, Ponape. 

Dr. Bogatz, in his new position, will be responsible for. 

CCM the program planning and physical plant structure of the 

new college facilities at Palikir, Ponape. He had been 

director of CCM since August. 

The Community College of Micronesia, which has an 

enrollment of 110 students from all six districts, is located 

on Ponape Island and is the only degree-awarding 

institution of higher learning in Micronesia. Currently the 

Weital 

Director 

Trust Territory Director of Education R. Burl Yarberry 

announced last week that Daro Weital of Ponape has been 

named Director of the Community College of Micronesia. 

Weital replaces Dr. Boris Bogatz, who has been detailed to 

the position of Advisor to the Director of the college.   primary emphasis of this institution is on preparing 

elementary school teachers for Micronesia. Students who 

successfully complete the prescribed course of study are 

awarded an Associate of Science degree in elementary 

education.  


